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Na 1.] FIRST MONTH, 183a [Vol. XI. 

JAMES MOTT'S OBSERVATIONS 
On the Education of Children. 

The object of the following compilation (for such 
it principally is,) is to convey in a concise manner, 
some ideas on the interesting subject of education; 
particularly to such as have not had the opportunity 
of reading larger works; nor, perhaps, some of them 
g^ned much instruction from the mode in which 
themselves were educated; and therefore, though de- 
sirous of discharging their duty to the advantage of 
their offspring, yet find themselves at a loss how to 
do it These probably will stand open at least to 
examine what is said, and in reading, it is hoped will 
make the necessary allowance for repetitions, as they 
could not well be avoided in making a selection from 
different authors. 

Great, and very important is the charge of edu- 
cating children. The lively sensibility of fond pa- 
rents, whilst it awakens many fears of failure on 
their part, will also animate them to encounter di£S- 
culties. They will scrutinize their own conduct, 
disposition, and opinions, in order to establish their 
own precepts. To do which, strict self-government 
is necessary; as every deviation from reason and jus- 
tice, has a tendency to injure the temper, and weaken 
the integrity of the objects of their solicitude. If the 
Vol. XL— 1. 
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child see the parent in a passion, it will naturally in- 
dulge in the like disposition: and so with respect to 
every other deviation from rectitude of conduct 

Reason and the nature of things show the necessi- 
ty of early restraint, as well as culture. To effect 
this, and to gain a proper ascendency over children, 
it is necessary carefully to avoid improper indulgence 
on one hand, and debasing severity on the other. 

When a child is capable of being reasoned with, it 
oug^t certainly to be treated as a rational creature. 
But there is a time when habits of obedience may be 
formed, before the understanding is sufficiently en- 
larged to be influenced by reasoning. The first in- 
clination a child discovers, is the gratification of will: 
therefore the first business of education is its subjec- 
tion; and this may often be done earlier than most 
parents are aware of. An infant will reach out its 
hand to take something improper for it to have^ if its 
hand is then withheld, and the countenance and ex- 
pression of the parent refuse the indulgence, unmov- 
ed by its cries or struggles, it will soon learn to yield: 
and by uniformly experiencing similar treatment, 
whenever its wishes ought not to be gratified, sub- 
mission will become familiar and easy. As children 
advance in age, parents, by an easy mode of conver- 
sing with them, and adapting their language to their 
age and capacity, may acquire almost unbounded in- 
fluence over them. Some of the most impressive les- 
sons children receive, are conveyed in this simple 
mode of instruction. And if parents were careful to 
cultivate the young mind from the first dawn of rea- 
son; watching every opportunity of communicating 
iniitruction; instilling correct ideas, and always care- 
ful that example corresponded with precept; at the 
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ON EHUCATION. 3 

same time seeking a Diviiie blessing on their humble 
endeavours; we may safely believe, they would rare- 
ly be disappointed of having their children growing, 
up around them, all that they could reasonably desire. 
How exquisite must be the delight, in reflecting that 
our patient superintendence has prevented errors in 
our ofispring, which would have endangered the vir- 
tue and felicity of their whole existence! 

To obtain over children an ascendency which im- 
prints respect and procures obedience, is of the ut- 
most moment But let it be remembered, that scolds 
ing, threats, or a harsh tone of voice, do not procure 
it It is gained by even, steady, firm, moderate treat- 
ment, accompanied by a dis^sition of mind, so nuts- 
ter of itself as to be governed by reason and judg- 
ment; and never to act by passion or fancy. Per- 
severing, yet gentle firmness, begun in infancy, es- 
tablishes proper discipline, procures obedience, and 
prevents almost all punishment Whereas, on the con- 
trary, by improper indulgence in infancy, a child's 
will becomes incorrigible; and then severity is re*- 
8(»*ted to in order to bring it into subjection. Conner 
quently, the sooner a child is brought into subjection^ 
the better for it, and easier for the parent 
. As soon as the faculties of the infant mind begin 
to open and expand, children are eurious and inquisi'r 
tive. The objects around them afieet their senses, 
and induce them to ask a variety of questions:^ and 
it is at this period that they are ready to believe eve^ 
ry thing they hear. How much then does it concern 
those who have the management of them, to guard 
against their unsuspecting minds being imposed upon 
by the infusion of incorrect ideas! But do not parents 
too oAen open tfee \yajr fop tb^ir being thus imposed 



d by Google 



upon ? For, although when children begin to unfold 
their ideas by expressing their thoughts in words, 
we listen eagerly to their simple observations, and 
are delighted with them; yet, it too often happens 
that what was at first delightful, soon becomes tire- 
some; and instead of meeting with encouragement 
for every attempt to express an idea, they are soon 
repulsed for troublesome talkativeness: even wiien 
they talk sense, they are suffered to talk unheard, or 
are checked for unbecoming presumption. Thus we 
deter them from communicating their thoughts, and 
preclude ourselves the opportunity of afibrding them 
that information they need, and which it is our duty 
to give. Children feel this change severely; and they 
are apt to become shy, silent, and reserved towards 
their parents, and endeavour to console themselves 
with children of their own age, or complaisant ser- 
vants, who are incapable of becoming their useful in- 
structors. Would it not be more prudent to continue 
our attention, and listen to their childish inquiries, 
and not suffer even their frivolous prattle to interrupt 
us ? Very different is this encouraging freedom in 
answering their inquiries, from gratifying their self- 
will and unreasonable demands. 

Gratification of self-will, is encouraged by frequent 
indulgence of their improper desires; and thereby eve- 
ry notion of happiness becomes connected therewith, 
and the idea of misery with that of disappointment. 
Thus an over regard for personal ease and personal 
gratification, is implanted in the mind; — selfishness 
too frequently becomes the predominant feature in 
the character; and anger, peevishness and pride are 
the products. For, by improper indulgence, self-will 
grows so rapidly, that a capricious humour is jts un- 
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ON EDUCATION.* O 

avoidable consequence. The passions so act and react 
upon each other, that the frequent gratification of 
will engenders pride, and pride augments the desire 
of gratifying the will, till it becomes insatiable. Many 
are the tyrannical husbands and fathers, and turbulent 
wives and mothers, whose tempers have been formed 
by an education in which the will has never known 
a proper subjection. For, as too much indulgence in- 
creases selfishness; so certainly does the spirit of self- 
ishness occasion miseries in domestic life. 

May we not appeal to the parents, as Well as per- 
sons who have lived with a family of spoiled chil- 
dren, for a sanction to the assertion, that the gratifi- 
cation of self-will has been productive of misery? 

But, in endeavouring to avoid improper indul- 
gence, let us beware of severity. For if the first 
strengthens self-will, and engenders pride and self- 
importance; the other imbitters present existence, 
and strikes at the root of the most valuable social vir- 
tues: and while it spoils the temper, it so enfeebles 
the mind, as to repress the proper energies necessary 
in transactions of any consequence in manhood. 

That respect to the superior wisdom of a parent, 
which constitutes awe, and is obtained by uniting 
gentleness with firmness, is a salutary feeling to keep 
the volatile disposition of children within due bounds. 
But it difiers widely, either from the respect accom-* 
panying the self-will consequent on tincontrolled in- 
dulgence; or the fear produced by an abject restraint 
that benumbs eve^y noUe energy of the mind. 

Where the di'ead of punishment predominates, the 

dispositkm is gmierally artfbh and the fear which is 

produced by severity, prompts children not so much 

to avoid facollESy a» to elude detection by base subter- 

I* 
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6 JAMES MOTT's OBSERVATIOirs 

fuges, that still more incurably deprave the heart 
These are too often the consequences of inflicting 
punishment, instead of inculcating the love of virtue. 

Indeed, timid childhood can hardly resist the temp- 
tation that terror holds out to them, of endeavouring 
to hide ofiences if possible. And tho* severity should 
extort confession, and promises of strict obedience; it 
is not calculated to produce sincere repentance, nor 
to awaken virtuous thoughts; nor does it implant any 
principle to hinder the child from committing a simi- 
lar fault in our absence. It's self-will may indeed be 
made sullenly to submit to superior strength forcibly 
exerted; — but it will remain unsubjected: and the 
odious, and much to be dreaded spirit of revenge, by 
this kind of treatment, is often generated. To secure 
eemfort to parents, or real benefit to their children^ 
obedience must flow from proper motives: and cor- 
rection, to prove efiectual, must be applied to the 
mind. To show children that we are deeply afflicted, 
not enraged at their misconduct, tends to awaken their 
feelings, and bring into action their reason: and this 
is a much more probable means of reclaiming them 
from evil, than the frequent recurrence of the agitat- 
ing severity of the rod, which irritates the disposition, 
but rarely convinces the judgment 

It may be objected, that Solomon bath said, '< he 
that spareth the rod, hateth his son." And there is 
cause to believe, that many parents, teachers and mas- 
ters have sacrificed their own natural feelings and 
tenderne39, to this figurative precept; and thus caused 
, much of /the falsehood, meanness and inconsistency 
imputed to tbope who feel themselves dependant on 
the will of others. 

A greater than Solomon hath most expressly com- 
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ON EDUOATlOlir. 7 

manded, " take no thought for your Kfe, what ye shall 
eat, or what ye shall drink;'' and yet no rational be- 
ing literally obeys this injunction, or considers it 
prohibiting the necessary care and thought to pre- 
serve life, by providing the needful requisites. Let 
Solomon's maxim therefore be understood as a strong 
eastern figure, intended to enjoin an early and careful 
restraint on every bad propensity. It is instruction, 
not arbitrary punishment, that must aid children in 
governing their own inclinations and emotions. — 
Blameable actions should be rebuked; and if this 
were done in love, without wrath or violence, false 
excuses or contrivances to hide what may have been 
done amiss, would seldom be thought of. If parents 
were fully aware of the dangers attendant on extin- 
guishing the glimmering light of rectitude in their 
children, how conscientiously would they suppress 
wrath in themselves, and govern by reason and affec- 
tion ! for it is scarcely possible even to express dis- 
pleasure with sufficient propriety when a person is in 
a passion; and especially to a child, whom we should 
aim to instruct by what we say to him. 

When mild, but decided measures are pursued in 
education, young children will seldom need greater 
punishment than confinement, or being deprived of 
some amusement or pleasure, to curb their passions. 
They will probably cry when this sentence is put in 
force, but Uieir tears should be disregarded, till they 
are submissive: — and they ought always to be con- 
fined in sight, and never where there is danger of 
their being affrighted; for this is what ought to be 
particularly gu^urded against Fear probably is some- 
times a constitutional defect; yet it is believed it is 
oltener an acquired one, and has a sufficient claim 
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upon our attention to endeavour to prevent it To 
hinder children from touching what is hurtful, other 
means may be used than telling them it wilt bite 
thenu And making it a constant rule never to give 
them what they cry for, will be found a far more ef- 
ficacious remedy, than to call for the old mauj or 
mad dog J to come down the chimney for naughty 
children. 

And it may not be improper here to recur to a 
well known fact, as a proof that impressions made on 
the mind in early life are generally lasting. There are 
many sensible persons who are, through life, slaves 
to the terror of darkness, from their having been un- 
guardedly frightened when children, by the foolish 
stories of ghosts and apparitions being seen in the 
dark. Here ghosts and darkness are associated to- 
gether in infancy, and forcibly impressed by the pas- 
sion of fear. And though reauson in riper age has 
pointed out the absurdity, it has not always been able 
to extirpate the fear. It is therefore highly necessary 
to guard against children's hearing such ridiculous 
tales related. 

Among the many disadvantages attending severe 
measures in training up children, one is, that parents 
too generally trust to the effects of chastisement, and 
are deficient in that uniform superintendence, those 
mild restraints, with seasonable, persuasive advice 
and caution, on which the forming of right habits al- 
most entirely depends. Children who are subjected 
to severity, often obtain more pernicious indulgences, 
and take more dangerous liberties, than those who 
are moderately curbed and gently instructed. The 
quick temper that transports to harsh extremes, is 
often accompanied by strong affections; and when 



d by Google 



OK £DtrCATION« 9 

anger has subsided, the parent is sorry for having 
gone so far: then too much liberty succeeds, till an* 
other fault, originating perhaps in parental negligence 
or idleness, or both, draws on the child another un- 
profitable punishment And thus the continued cross- 
ing the humours that have been indulged, can hardly 
fail to call forth resentment, anger, sullenness, or ob- 
stinate perverseness: and as the frequent recurrence 
of anger or resentment, tends to beget hatred and ill- 
will, the disposition to benevolence is destroyed, and 
that of malevolence b introduced in its room. Were 
there no other ill consequences arising from austeri- 
ty, than giving a disgust to home, and the probable 
consequence of their children's associating with com- 
pany abroad, and perhaps not the most discreet; it 
ought to induce parents to guard against it 

It is unquestionable, that whatever tends to debase 
or harden, though it may restrain in single instances, 
can have no good effect in regulating the conduct in 
general. 

But some may say, are we totally to exclude the 
rod? No: but it should be used very sparingly, and 
with great discretion and judgment; — never passion- 
ately, or in anger: and the instances wherein it is ne- 
cessary on children capable of being reasoned with, 
will be very few, unless parents have been previous- 
ly deficient in their duty. And will it be likely to 
benefit the child to whip it for the parents' neglect? 

According to the wise provision of Providence, the 
fond endearment of parental love produces an attach- 
ment in the breast of the child; and a judicious parent 
will take advantage of this circumstance, to lay a foun- 
dation for that entire freedom which ought ever to 
exist between parents and children. If confidence has 
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been early invited by endearing affability, and esta- 
blished by prudence, reserve in the child will seldom 
have place in maturer years. 

When children are accustomed to unbosom them- 
selves, and unreservedly reveal their wishes to the 
parental friend who is most interested in their wel- 
fare, what advantages must result to them, and what 
pleasure to the parent! And there is no fear of losing 
respect by familiarity, when it is by that we gain their 
confidence, and thus may learn to cure their faults. 

Young people who are treated as companions, by 
judicious and communicative parents, are seldom ad- 
dicted to degrading practices. They will even forego 
many indulgences to avoid displeasing or giving them 
pain« And as they can freely tell their schemes to their 
liberal-minded parents, these may thereby discover 
inclinations in the child requiring caution against, 
that may save it from many entanglements. 

There are few young people so void of sense, as 
not to avail themselves of parental advice and expe- 
rience, if not discouraged by want of freedom in the 
parents. But let it not be forgotten, that if we would 
have children unbosom their thoughts to us, their 
confidence must be invited by kindness and conde- 
scension: — not a condescension to improper indul- 
gences, but a kindness that increases parental infhi- 
ence in right government 

It is by enlightening the understanding, that young 
persons are brought to feel the true ground of paren- 
tal authority. Injunctions and restraints are necessa- 
ry for youth; but if they are softened by endearment, 
they will generally produce returns of obedience; and 
ungrateful claims to liberty will rarely oppose parental 
advice; when bestowed with mildness. But negleict or 
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hard usage on the one hand, and ineonsiderate liberty 
on the other, vitiate the heart; and unamiable propen- 
sities become habitual. Innumerable preyentive cares 
and small attentions, in forming good habits, are indis- 
pensable in those who superintend infancy and youth. 
Much misery may be prevented, by successive and 
seemingly trivial efforts to impress the tender mind 
with clearly defined perceptions of right and wrong. 

As soon as a child clearly understands what is said 
to him, he should, in a mild, gentle, but firm manner, 
be told what is his duty, and what his parents will 
expect of him; and among other things, that he will 
never obtain his desire by ill humour, or crying; but 
that if he asks pleasantly for what is suitable, it will 
be granted him. This method steadily pursued, 
would tend greatly to prevent that fretting, crying, 
importuning disposition which we often see in chil- 
dren, in order to obtain what they desire. When 
children discover that tears and murmurs have no 
effect, they soon become manageable, and acquire a 
habitual command over themselves. 

A child accustomed to have what he cries for, will 
sometimes cry for things a parent may not choose to 
give; and persevere in crying, till he exhausts the 
patience of the parent, and then he is whipped. Thus 
people first indulge children, and then chastise them 
for the natural consequence of that indulgence; and 
it is perhaps difficult to say which injures the temper 
most "Don't touch this! donHdo that!" are frequent 
injunctions of a parent, who nevertheless permits 
either to be dohe with impunity, till some petty mis- 
chief is done, though the child was not able to make 
the distinction, and then he is again whipped: and to 
this whipping do parents sometimes app^l as a tes- 
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timony that they do not spoil the child. By an early 
hahit of implicit obedience, and a fixed determination 
not to grant a child what it cries for, in order to pre- 
vent its crying, and of course the occasion of all the 
whipping; would not the parent as well as the child 
be happier? 

By diminishing temptations to do wrong, we act 
more humanely than by multiplying restraints and 
punishments. Hence the propriety of but few pro- 
hibitions, and these judicious, but decisive; such as 
we can steadily persevere to enforce. If we are not 
exact in requiring obedience, we shall never obtain 
it, either by persuasion or authority. A parentis 
word should be considered a law; and when made so 
from early infancy, it will not often be controverted. 
The will of the child will become habitually subor- 
dinate to the will of the parents, and obedience will 
be rendered natural and easy. This requires steadi^ 
ness and self command: and without these, there is 
very little hope that the education of children will 
ever be conducted upon consistent principles. 

I will here relate a circumstance as stated by a fe- 
male writer on the subject of education: " One morn- 
ing," says she, " as I entered the drawing room of 
my friend, I found the little group of cherubs at high 
play around their fond mother, who was encouraging 
their sportive vivacity, which was at that time noisy 
enough; but which, on my entrance, she hushed into 
silence by a single word. No bad humour followed; 
but as the spirits which had been elevated by the pre- 
ceding amusement, could not at once sink into a state 
of acquiescence, the judicious mother did not require 
what she knew could not without difficulty be com- 
plied with; but calmly addressing them, gave them 
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the choice of remaining in the room without making 
any noise, or of going to their own apartment The 
eldest and youngest of the fiwir preferred the former, 
while the two others went away to the nursery. Those 
who staid with us, amused themselves by cutting pa- 
per in a corner, without giving any interruption to 
our conversation. I begged to know by what art she 
had attained such a perfect government of her chil- 
dren's wills and actions. *By no art,' returned this 
excellent parent, * but that of teaching them from the 
very cradle an implicit submission. Having never 
once been permitted to disobey me, they have no idea 
of attempting it But you see, I always give them a 
choice, when it can be done with propriety — if it can- 
not, whatever I say, they know to be law, like that of 
the Medes and Persians which altereth not' " 

How widely different is this kind of treatment, 
and how much more advantageous to children, as well 
as comfortable to parents, than that rigid strictness 
which produces slavish 'fear; or that unwarrantable 
indulging the humours of children, which deprives 
"parents of any proper control over them. Pure affec- 
tion is so directed to the happiness of the child as to 
lead out of both these extremes. And while it en- 
deavours, by kindness and love, to prevent any thing 
like forced obedience, it also guards against that kind 
of liberty by which it loses its right authority. 

But it is sorrowfully observed, that while some 
children do not receive a comfortable attendance, 
there are others who, by being improperly waited up- 
on, their humours gratified, and becoming the objects 
of attention to a whole family, form such an idea of 
their own consequence, as even to assume the arro- 
gance of command: and, if disobeyed, neglected or 
Vol.. XL— 2 
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disappointed, they will burst into a passion, and scream 
with rage and disappointment 'Hius have the seeds 
of pride and self-wiU been £»own in the infant heart 
On the contrary, if a child is occasionaUy made to 
feel its own weakness and wants, it learns to accept 
the services of others as a favour which inspires love 
and gratitude. 

Great indeed is the responsibility of parents, as 
well as the vigilance necessary in managing their off- 
spring. Children are liable to many irregular desires, 
and wrong propensities; to aid them in resisting and 
subduing these, must be the constant care of .those 
who educate them. 

Among other evil propensities, lying is an odious 
one, and every precaution should be used to prevent 
it They should have the example of our own invari- 
able regard for truth: we should make them no pro- 
mises which we do not scrupulously perform; use no 
threatenings, unless we intend to exact the penalty; 
be careful about questioning them in any circum- 
stances, under which it is their interest to deviate from 
truth; nor require of them promises which we have 
reason to believe they will fail of performing. But if 
after all our precaution, we find habits of falsehood in 
young children, we must endeavour to break them. 
Let us begin by removing the temptation to it, what- 
ever it may be. For instance, if the child has the habit 
of denying things which he has done, it will be pru- 
dent not to question him about them. Proper com- 
mendation and expressions of affection when he does 
apeak truth, will be likely to operate in breaking bis 
habits of equivocation, more effectually than much use 
of the rod. When the propensity to falsehood is in a 
child more advanced, perhaps the best method to cure 
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it is by explaining, in a few forcible words, not only 
the evil, but the folly of .an offence whieh deprives 
him who is guilty of it of our confidence, and debases 
his character; — ^that in doing it, he- commits a greater 
crime to hide a smaller one; and that he has nothing 
to hope from telling a falsehood, nor any thing to fear 
&om speaking the truth. 

Talebearing is a habit attended with degrading and 
injurious consequences, and seldom fails to produce 
eensoriousness and falsehood. Children should be 
strictly guarded against it, both by precept and ex- 
ample; and early taught not speak to the disadvantage 
of any person. 

An early and deep rooted sense of justice, strict 
justice, is the proper soil wherein to nourish every 
moral virtue; and therefore should claim the constant 
care of parents, assiduously to instil its importance 
into the tender minds of their children. The feel* 
ings of benevolence will never be uniform, nor ex* 
tensive in their operations, unless they are supported 
by a strong sense of justice. For this end, the necesr 
sity and propriety of practising on all oceasions the 
most scrupulous integrity, liberality, fair dealing and 
hoRour, consistent with the rule of doing unto otherf 
on all occasioQS as they would be done unto, ought tp 
be early and forcibly inculcated, both by precept and 
example. Far from indulging a smile at any instance 
of selfish dexterity, they should see that we view it 
with detestation. And as opportunities of inculcatr 
ing the necessity and propriety of doing to others as 
we would have othei^ do to us, frequently occur^ 
they ought not to be passed by in silence. Wh^Q a 
child has received ^n act of kindness or generomty, 
m Appeal ouf^t jiniitantly to be made to j^ fe^lit^gs, 
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and the duty of contributing in a similar manner to 
the hs^piness of others, should be enforced at the mo- 
ment when the mind is in a proper tone for the ex« 
ercise of sympathetic feelings. 

To establish an habitual regard to the principles 
of honesty, a child should not be permitted to pick 
up the smallest article, without inquiring to -whom it 
belongs. This easy rule, and asking leave before they 
take any thing, even when very young, will give 
them a strong regard to the property of others. To 
habituate young children to ask permission, is equi* 
valent to seeking advice in more advanced years. 

And here I will just advert to that unjustifiable in- 
quisitiveness that leads to listening at doors,^ peeping 
into letters, and other mean devices to gain intelli- 
gence. This ought to be positively forbidden, and 
children taught an abhorrence of all indirect means 
of gratifying their curiosity: they ought not even to 
read the contents of an open letter without liberty; 
nor indeed of any other writing that does not belong 
to them. 

They ought also to be taught to set a high value 
upon time; to consider that it cannot be recalled; and 
that there is but a limited portion of that precious pos- 
sei^sion for all they have to perform. The principle of 
responsibility for the right use of both time and pro- 
perty, should be carefully impressed on the youthful 
mind; and that each was given them for the good of 
others, as well as their own benefit 

Whatever tends to inspire children with a high 
opinion of their own comparative importance, or an- 
nexes to any situation in life ideas of contempt, will 
certainly counteract our designs of inspiring them 
with humility. The contemptible light in which 
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iN)me children are taught to consider servants or hired 
labourers, and the liberty they take in consequence 
thereof, in iq)eaking with a commanding tone of voice, 
or behaving with haughtiness toward these, or inciv'^ 
ility to others whom they consider their inferiors, — 
will at an early age produce this high opinion of their 
own importance. While, on the other hand, by an 
unguarded freedom and^ familiarity with hired peo- 
ple or servants of low character, and perhaps immoral 
conduct, some children suffer very great loss, if not 
utter ruin. Great is the difficulty of keeping children 
from these dangers; and still greater is the duty of 
parents to obey the call of principle in their domes* 
tic regulations: first, by not sufiering their children to 
use any commanding authority, or imperious beha* 
viour, nor yet a dangerous familiarity with people 
they employ: and then, by considering the moral 
qualities of people they do employ in their families, 
as no less important than their abilities. To find such 
may be attended with . some difficulty, and probably 
extra expense; but would it not be preferable, for our 
children's sake, to endeavour to get people of good 
character and conduct in our families, even if less 
qualified for business than those of bad example and 
greater abilities, though it should cost us some exer<' 
tion, as well as sacrifice of property? But it is appre- 
hended, that if more care were taken properly to in- 
struct and inculcate right principles, both by precept 
and example, and a suitable school-education given to 
children we take to bring up, there would be less 
cau^e for complaint of difficulty in finding suitable 
persons to employ in our families. 

Childipen should be eady admonished not inten^ 
tionally to spoil the moat trifling article^ or waste the 
^* 
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least property, as both may be useful to poor people. 
Thus they will learn to save upon a principle of bene- 
volence, and not from selfish or sordid motives. An(} 
as commiseration and benevolence are amiable vir- 
tues, they ought early to be cultivated. To give these 
feelings a right direction, they should be exercised in 
good deeds, which require some efibrt They may be 
taught to take care of shoes and other clothing, when 
past their use, that they may relieve with them the 
wants of poor little boys and girls, who have only such 
charitable supplies to defend them from the cold. — 
They may be encouraged to give up gratifications, 
for the sake of dedicating. to benevolent purposes the 
money which these indulgences might have required. 
This will have a much better efiect on them, than 
large gifts obtained from parental liberality, and dis- 
tributed without trouble or reflection. 

To accustom children to industry, is a necesdary 
part of education. If they are indulged in* idleness 
when young, it will afterwards make application to 
business more irksome. But while parents use pro- 
per means to fit their children for labour and the val- 
uable domestic arts, they should not lose sight of 
qualifying them to enjoy its fruits, by engaging man- 
ners, and a cultivated understanding; and thereby pre- 
pare ^em for the necessary intercourse with man- 
kind. A young woman who makes and repairs her 
own clothing; who has been made acquainted with 
every particular circumstance of a servant's duty; 
who takes an active part in family concerns, and is 
careful to prevent waste, or carelessness in others; — 
will be respectable and useful in her father's family, 
and particularly so in a married state; where she com- 
bines frugality with plenty, retrenching superfluous 
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cost and decofationi and thus becomes fitted to meet 
adverse as well as prosperous circumstances. When 
domestic economy is viewed in this light, is thfere a 
woman that will disdain to rank it among her accom- 
plishments? Or a sensible man who will not prize in 
his wife a capacity of acting as his unassuming coun- 
sellor, and of properly managing his household affairs? 

Competent skill in the management of a family, 
and in the care of children, is far more essential than 
all the elegant arts, on which so much time, expense 
and anxiety, are by some bestowed. That part of ed- 
ucation which prepares young people to act with rea- 
diness and decision in common affairs, is of inestima- 
ble value. 

Youth who are necessitated to procure their subsis- 
tence by industry, and are thereby prevented the op- 
portunity of much literary instruction, should be press- 
ingly encouraged to fill up their leisure hours in im- 
proving their minds by reading well chosen books, 
which will not only have this tendency, but be a means 
of keeping them out of unprofitable company. What- 
ever may be our occupation in life, there is in an up- 
right, liberal, benevolent, and cultivated mind, an in- 
herent dignity that will meet with esteem from all 
whose opinion deserves to be regarded. 

People whose circumstances or situation make it ne- 
cessary, may, by giving. to the eldest daughter a suit- 
able education, have a large family furnished with lite- 
rary instruction at a moderate expense. A thoughtful, 
sensible girl will double her diligence to become capa- 
ble of benefiting her brothers and sisters, and, animated 
by affection, she will not find such exertions laborious. 

When children arrive at an age suitable to have the 
care of their clothes and other things, they should 
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each be furnished with a place for their little articles; 
and, being often told it is disgraceful to be disorder- 
Ijy they will soon imbibe this opinion, and see the 
propriety, both as it respects the neatness of their 
clothing, and doing their work, but of putting every 
article they use in its proper place when done wijh. 
Thus, regularity will become as easy as irregularity, 
and more agreeable. The habit of order and method 
is important to them, because the probability is, if 
early taught and fixed, it will accompany them thro' 
life; and prevent the inconvenience and perplexity 
that people often experience for want of it, in the 
management of their business. 

A boy, whilst assisting his father at work, if treat- 
ed with encouraging kindness, will not soon forget 
the hints he may receive for directing his future con- 
duct and dealing with mankind: a daughter, treated 
in the same manner by her mother, will receive simi- 
lar advantages in managing her domestic concerns. 
The satisfaction of interesting our children in our af- 
fairs, and discussing with them such points as are pro- 
per to be laid before them, is known only to such as 
have profited by the respectful suggestions of filial 
counsel; and enjoyed the pleasure of seeing their chil- 
dren improved by the exercise of their judgment 

Children ought to be admitted to table at meals; 
and our having company should never prevent it, pro- 
vided there is room. By this privilege their manners 
will be improved, and they will learn from others 
how to conduct themselves; and by this means may 
get divested of that bashfulness which often produces 
great awkwardness. 

We are apt to err in not attending sufficiently to 
bashful children; whilst the bold and lively are trea^ 
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ed with smiles of approbation. Those who are too 
shy and backward, ought to be brought into that no* 
tice which would convert bashfulness into becoming 
modesty. Frequently introducing them into the corn-* 
pany of engaging friends and acquaintance, will tend 
to enable them to overcome this weakness. Indeed^ 
the frequent introduction into company from whose 
conversation and manners they may gain instruction, 
is of no small consequence to young people in gener- 
al. For, by proper attention and a desire to improve, 
they may attain a situation to set themselves down at 
ease ivith their superiors, and become agreeable com- 
panions. 

By the partiality of parents, not only bashful chil- 
dren are sometimes neglected, but that family affec- 
tion which is the natural result of children's being 
from infancy educated upon correct principles, is too 
often nipped in the bud. When one or more of 
the children in a family are singled out as objects of 
particular regard, it seldom fails to produce pernicious 
consequences. In the favoured child, it lays the foun- 
dation for pride and self-importance. In the neglected 
one, it raises indignation, if not hatred; — unless he 
buries his sorrows in his own bosom, and suffers under 
deep discouragement. Whatever may be the motives 
assigned for partiality, parents must answer to the 
Judge of all the earth, for the sorrows and evils it 
produces. Concord in a family greatly depends on the 
management of parents: but we have no right to expect 
it, where partiality is manifest In order to promote 
love and harmony among children, one ought not to 
be praised at the expense of another. No envious 
comparisons must be drawn : nor should children be 
^llow^d to scoff at one who happens to be an oiSender. 
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This practice destroys affection, and gives rise to re- 
sentment and retaliation. They should be instructed 
to feel for one another when in disgrace, and not be 
prohibited from interceding. Teasing and derision 
should not be allowed in a family, as it tends to im- 
bitter the best temper. 

To be often chiding for trivial faults, is injurious: 
noticing them merely by caution and advice, is £ajr 
preferable. Threats and scolding tend greatly to les- 
sen filial love and parental authority. Aa important 
step to be taken in education, is to make ourselves 
beloved; and teach our children virtues by example, 
as well as precept Those who teach others, should 
first subdue their own passions. 

Never can we fulfil the Divine command of doing 
unto others as we would they shpuld do unto us, until 
we have learned to restrain the passions and de^es 
which terminate in self: and therefore, if we would 
assist children in attaining such a control over the 
selfish passions, as is necessary for the practical exer- 
cise of piety, justice and benevolence; we must begin 
betimes to inure them to the practice of self-denial. 
Is it not for want of self-denial, and by acting from 
the impulse of self-will, that we so often see the pro- 
fessors of piety, void of charity, benevolence, and that 
justice of doing as they would be done unto. 

To give the intellectual part of our nature a com- 
mand over the aain^l, ought surely to constitute a 
primary object in education; for, according as the one 
or the other prevails, will the character be formed to 
vice or virtue. And yet we generally act towards ch\l-' 
dren, especially when young, as if the sensual part 
of their nature were the only object of our concern. 
Hence^ amongst other evil consequences, is that rer 
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suiting from the mistaken conduct of pampering the 
ujj^petite, and indulging the pleasures of the pdate, 
in childhood; and these are of greater moment than 
many parents are aware of; for thereby the idea of 
happiness becomes associated with the gratification 
of the sensual appetite. Hence proceeds the degrading 
habit of unwarrantable self-indulgence in eating and 
drinking, in riper years. 

And is it not more than probable, that parents 
sometimes implant the spirit of pride in their chil- 
dren by the finery of dress they put on them when 
young? And thus they become captives to the vanity 
and frivolousness of fashion; the inconstancy of which 
is such, that if one mode of dress, however useful, has 
been long adopted, it must be discarded, and another, 
though less convenient, but having the charm of no- 
velty^ substituted in its place; even though it be so 
formed as almost to put modesty to the blush. Is it 
not then a duty that we owe our children, to model 
their dress agreeably to that simplicity which is so 
noble, so delightful, and in all respects so conforma- 
ble to christian simplicity? 

The most opulent parents ought not to be ashamed 
to adopt, in the economical education of their children, 
the excellent motto, "Waste not, want not" Early 
habits of care, and an early aversion and contempt 
of waste and extravagance, may preserve an estate, 
which for the want of them might be soon lavished 
away. And to encourage young people in economy, 
they should be taught to take a family interest in do- 
mestic expenses. Parental reserve in money matters, 
is impolitic: as one judiciously observes, " that father 
who wraps his afiairs up in mystery, and who views 
his child with jealous eyes, as a person who is to 
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begin to live when himself dies, will probably make 
him an enemy, by treating him as such." A frank 
simplicity, and cordial dependance upon the integrity 
and sympathy of their children, will be more likely 
to insure to parents their disinterested friendship. 
Ignorance is always more to be dreaded than know- 
ledge. Young people who are acquainted with family 
expenses and the various wants of a family, will not 
be likely to be unreasonable in their own expendi- 
tures. The pleasure of being esteemed and trusted^ 
is early felt, and the consciousness of deserving con- 
fidence is delightful to children. 

Whatever is read, or children hear spoken of in 
terms of admiration or approbation, if it shall co- 
incide with their inclinations, must give a strong bias 
to their minds. Hence the necessity of guarding con- 
versation in families; as well as excluding companions 
and books that have.a tendency to vitiate the heart 
And people should conscientiously abstain from pass- 
ing encomiums on the beauty, sprightliness, or other 
accomplishments of children^ as it tends to lead into 
pride and self-conceit, from which otherwise they 
might have been preserved. To prevent children 
from reading improper books, parents should be care- 
ful to provide proper ones; and if we wish to inspire 
them with the love of the Scriptures, let them see 
that though other books are read and dismissed, yet 
the bible remains the constant companion of our se- 
rious hours, and the subject of our daily meditation; 
hence they will associate the idea of superior excel- 
lence with the bible, before they are able to read. — 
And on the contrary, if they perceive that we read 
it but seldom, and perhaps with seeming indifference, 
it may prejudice them against it. 
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Id all otur management of ehildrea aokd young p^^ 
sons, our chief object should bei the introduetion of 
sentiments that are friendly to virtue and happiness. 
But in order effectually to iihpress these sentiments, 
let us bear in mind, that example has a powerful ef- 
fect For though parents, concerned for the welfare 
of their children, may caution them against ang«)r> 
yet if they see this passion givan w^iy to in the parents, 
of what effect is their precepts ? Again, we advise 
them against an avaricious disposition: but if thc^y 
discover that our prevailing desire is to accumulate 
wealth, will they be likely to act differently? We 
teach them the necessity of doing unto others as they 
would be done unto; and yet, if they detect us in con- 
ducting ourselves contrary to this rule, will they not 
learn by our example to do as we do? Parents wh9 
are devoted to pleasure and self-indulgence, must ex- 
pect their children to run the same course. A mother 
who is fond of dress and compauiy, whose aim is to 
attract attention, and outshine her neighbowis aJ3id 
friends in the splendor of her furniture, &c. may in- 
deed lecture her children on the necessity of humili- 
ty, and eautioi) them against the pomps and vanities 
of this world; 8n6h lessons may play upon the ear, 
but will never sink into the heart, while they are 
taught Jby her example that these very pomps and 
vanities are the prime end of existence. 

While esteem for goodness and piety are by pa- 
rents professed in wor€ky but coi^tradicted by con- 
duct; in vain will be the effects of religious or moral 
precepts. If we te^ch the love of the great Supreme 
witfi our lips, and that pf mammon by our lives, we 
may assure ourselves, the latter only will be taught 
^Eactually. Children, from the earliest dawn of rea- 
VoL. XL— 3 
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son, should be learning from the tenor of our lives, 
an esteem for virtue, and aversion for vice. 

Upon the heart, the uniform tenor of precfept and 
example, wrought into habit and confirmed by prin- 
ciple, can alone be expected to make an efiectusd and 
lasting impression. The experience of mankind (^n-^ 
knns this truth; and yet toO many of U^Bppest t& 
cherish the idea of efiecting wonders, try giving out 
children lessons of virtue, and storing their memo*- 
ries with facts and theories, unaided by example. 

It is of the utmost consequence, that the first im- 
pressions made on the minds of children rei^ecting 
the Divine Being, shoold be correct, and encouraging 
They should be taught that he is the giver of every 
good, and the author eft all felicity; that he is love 
itself, and de]ights in oar happiness. These impres- 
sions, and having religion and happiness connected 
together in their view, will be likely to beget the feel- 
ings of love, reverence and gratitude, and be a better 
foundation for a practical assent to the truths of the 
gospel, than creeds and catechisms got by heart And 
as age unfolds the capacity, the doctrines of Christiani- 
ty ought to be presented in the simplest formsj divest- 
ed of all incomprehensible articles of belief. It is to 
be feared that some pious, but ill-judging parents, by 
representing the Deity to the imagination of childr^fi 
in the light of an avenging sovereign whose s^^ice is 
perfect bondage, have thereby united such gloomy and 
unpleasant ideas with religion, as greatly to strength- 
en their resistance to the admission of Truth. 

It is by refining and exalting the motives of action 
that parents promote the happiness of their families. 
Therefore, it is very important to fix in the young 
mind a conviction that religion is not an occasional 
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Act, but the effect of the in-dwelling principle of Di- 
vine grace, by which their common acts are to be go- 
verned, and their evil propensities subdued; and that 
the indissoluble connexion between religion and mo- 
ral rectitude must ever be maintained. If yt love 
G&dy ye will avoid evil, and do good. It is the pu- 
rity of the motive which not only gives worth and 
beauty, but which, in a christian sense, gives life and 
efficacy to the best actions: and without pure mo- 
tives, acts of devotion, however splendid, will not be 
accepted in the Divine sight 

When love to God and love and good will towards 
men, have been early impressed as essential doctrines 
of Christianity, and the mind has been taught to ap- 
prove itself by its consciousness of having performed 
its duty; young people who have imbibed these prin- 
ciples, entering into life to act for themselves, will 
not commonly, it is apprehended, deviate widely 
from rectitude of conduct 

May <!oneerned parents, therefore, not suffer the 
lively season when the hearts of their children are 
flexible, the conscience tender, and love ardent, to 
slide by, without impressing by example and precept 
those principles, on strict adherence to which their 
happiness in time and eternity depends. 

I will here close these observations, by saying, that 
whatever may be the effect of a pious education to the 
child, it is very important to parents to have acquitc 
ted themselves of the incumbent duty of trainiile 
their child in the way he should go. Very different 
must be the feelings and reflections of those parents, 
who, though mourning over a prodigal child, can ap^ 
peal to the Searcher oif hearts, for having endeavour* 
e4 to the b^st of their knowledge, to l^ad him in tb9 
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paith of rectitude^— from those who, tho' also lament- 
ing the evil courses of their offspring, have their own 
neglect of duty in not giving seasonable instruction, 
staring them in the&ce! 



MEMOIR OF HANNAH LINDLEY, 

Wife of Jacob Lindhy^ late of Chester county^ 

Pennsylvania. 

Hannah Lindley was the daughter of James and 
Rebecca Miller, of Newgarden, Chester county, Penn- 
sylvania; and was born the 22d of 5th mo. in the year 
1X55. Her father died when she was very young; 
and she, with two sisters, was left to the guardianship 
of their widowed mother, by whom this care, with its 
attendant duties, was kindly and anxiously extended. 

Early in youth her mind was Impressed with a con- 
viction of the reality of a principle^ capable of regu- 
lating and directing it aright; and as a consequence 
producing the fruits of gentleness, kindness, and hu- 
mility. Under, the guidance of this, she was enabled 
in after life, to acquit herself with remarkable dignity 
and propriety, both in prosperity and adversity. 

In person she was rather above the ordinary size 
of iemales, and of uncommon dignity and comeliness. 
Her natural capacity was above mediocrity; her judg- 
ment and comprehension, quick and discriminating. 
These natural endowments enabled her to overcome, 
in a great degree, the disadvantages resulting from a 
deficiency in the means of obtaining a good education, 
which was at that time so general in this country. 

In the twentieth y^ar of her age, she was married 
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to William Miller, of the same neighbourhood; and 
after a very harmonious union of a few years, he was 
removed by death, leaving her with two daughters. 
TTiis bereavement occurred during the revolutionary 
war between this country and Great Britain, when 
heavy contributions were levied on real estate, to 
meet the expenses of that contest 

Being possessed of a large landed estate, and re- 
strained by her religious principles from paying tax- 
es for the support of war, her personal property was 
taken ; including all tier- stock of every description. 
Horses, cattle, hogs and sheep, were driven off to sat- 
isfy such demands, leaving her without any facilities 
to obtain from her farm the means of support for her* 
self and her two little girls. 

On one occasion, a few months after the decease of 
her husband, when on her way to visit her mother, 
then labouring under a disease that p/oved mortal; 
on coming to a turn in the road that gave her a view 
of her house, she saw one team at the mill, loading 
with flour, and another at the barn, loading with 
ivheat in the sheaf, in obedience to the authorities 
entrusted with the charge of procuring supplies for 
the army. For a few moments she felt great discour- 
agement, and was almost ready to sink under the ac- 
cumulation of difficulties and aiSiictions that surround- 
ed her; but her mind was remarkably arrested and 
impressed with a belief, that she should be enabled to 
make such exertions as might be requisite for the sudt 
port of herself and her children. 

To this impression she had often subsequently to 
recur, and her eonftdenee remained firm, and her for- 
titude undaunted, through all the trials which attend- 
ed her at that eventful period. Being left a widow^4 
3* 
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mother of two almost infant daughters, without &- 
tber or brother to aid or protect her, and in a nei^- 
bourhood traversed in succession by detachments of 
both the contending armies; — ^her situation required 
the exercise of great prudence and fortitude. 

In this state of things, approaching to anarchy, 
many of those denominated collectors of taxes, being 
needy and unprincipled, seized valuable articles of 
furniture and personal estate o£ various descriptions, 
without form of law, which were sold without previ- 
ous notice, for less than half their value; in some in- 
stances, for not a fourth or sixth part; and often pur- 
chased by those who took them from their ownen^ 
Amid all these trials, she firmly maintained her ad- 
herence to the principles of peace, and often spoke 
in commemoration of that Power, that, though silent 
and unseen, sustains those who depend on it for gui- 
dance and support, in the path of obedience to mani- 
fested duty. 

After some years, she was married to Jacob Lind- 
ley, whose views and feelings were much in unison 
with her own, in regard to both religious and social 
duties. They were both approved ministers in the 
society of which they were members,— diligent in 
the attendance of religious meetings, and much inter- 
ested in a proper maintainance of the discipline, — 
aot in a spirit of severity, in the enforcement of the 
letter of the law, but in a feeling of christian sympa- 
thy, and in a desire to reclaim and restore those who 
had deviated from the paths of rectitude. 

fjQspitable and generous in no common degree, 
tb^ir hwse was frequently the asylum of the poor and 
frieiiclless.-^Tbere the hungry were fed, and thosQ 
tiMX wer© in need wpje clpthed;— the weary there 
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finrnd rest aod refreshment, and all classes were kind- 
ly received and entertained; — ^insomuch that a respec- 
table mechanic who was employed for some weeks, 
remarked that " their house was in one respect like 
the kingdom of heaven, no profession or complexion 
being excluded/' 

Her mind was feelingly alive to the sufferings and 
sorrows of her fellow-beings; and, considering herself 
as but a steward of those temporal blessings that w^re 
apportioned to her care, she administered liberally to 
the poor in her neighbourhood, frequently visiting 
them in their desolate habitations, relieving their phy- 
sical wants, and dispensing the balm of sympathy 
with their sufferings. She remarked to her husband, 
that on returning from such visits she felt a peace and 
satisfaction, surpassing that which resulted from visits 
ing those in health and prosperity, where there might 
seem to be more to please and interest the senses. 

She was remarkably qualified for the government 
and regulation of a large family, manifesting an even- 
ness and serenity of temper, seldom excelled. Accus- 
tomed to habits of industry from her early youth, she 
felt the advantages of it when placed in the responsi- 
ble situation of mistress of an extensive establishment, 
in the knowledge of what might reasonably be re- 
quired of those under her direction. Thus qualified, 
she maintained authority without sternness; govern- 
ing by the law of love and respect, rather than by 
fear. The management of their pecuniary afiairs de- 
volved entirely on her, during her husband's frequent 
travels from home; on one occasion extending to a 
p^iod of several months; and she was enabled to con- 
duct them to the entire satisfaction of all concerned. 

She W9S emioently endowed for the performance 
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of the duties devolving On her as a mother; inducing 
a ready and cheerful obedience to her requisitions, in 
a manner conveying instmction without severity, and 
gaining attention to her precepts, by an easy famili- 
arity, and an affectionate and intimate friendship to- 
ward the objects of her care. 

In the education of her children, she pursued the 
course that she had found productive of good to her- 
self; recommending habits of industry and usefulness 
by precept and example; inculcating the sentiment^ 
that the possession of a competency, or more than a 
competency, afforded no just pretext for becoming 
helpless and dependant on others; and viewing the 
whole human race as children of one great family, 
equally the objects of the care and regard of the uni- 
versal Parent) and claiming of each other the fulfil- 
ment of the duties of brotherhood; she considered that 
wealth ought to be used as a means of administering 
relief and comfort to those who are in different cir- 
cumstances, not for indulgences producing effeminacy 
and incapacity for the performance of active duties, 
tn friendship she was sincere and open, constant 
and generous; in her conversation, guarded and cir- 
cumspect, without undue reserve; — to the aged show- 
ing deference and submission; with her equals in 
years, maintaining and cherishing the alliance of cor«» 
dial kindness and regard; and to the young, an engag* 
iifg and instructive companion. 

To those inclining to seek after the way of life and 
salvation, her deportment was accompanied with such 
attractive affability, as often contributed to strengthen 
their aspirations for an establishment in virtue and in 
the favour of the Lord. 

Her resignation to the afflictive dispenaation^ of 
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Divine Providence iii the severance of the tenderest 
ties, was severely tested in her early widowhood^ and 
in the death of several of her children. In the autumn 
of 1796, two of her daughters died on two succes- 
sive days, of a disease that prevailed and proved 
very mortal in the neighbourhood where she re- 
sided ; and a third was removed in nine months after, 
of the same complaint. But while she keenly felt the 
stroke, she bowed in submission, fully believing that 
he who dealt the blow, did all things welly and in 
toisdom; and she realized experimentally that he 
sustains and supports those who trust in him. 

In the autumn of 1793, whilst an awful mortality 
prevailed in Philadelphia, she accompanied her hus- 
band to attend the Yearly Meeting of Friends, held 
there in the 9th month. The meeting continued, by 
adjournments, for nearly a week; but neither of them, 
on that occasion, had any symptom of the epidemic 
Again, in 1798, the same disease, in perhaps a more 
malignant form, appeared in the city, and was as be- 
fore very mortal at the period of the annual Meeting. 
Her health had not been good, and, till within a few 
days of the time of leaving home, she did not expect 
to accompany her husband who proposed going as 
usual; but as the time approached, she did not feel 
satisfied to remain at home, and, fully impressed with 
the probable consequence, she went to the city to at- 
tend the Yearly Meeting. When there, her mind 
was preserved in quietness and peace; and the resig- 
nation and fervency of her spirit, were evinced by 
Impressive vocal sapplieation and thanksgiving in thQ 
select meeting, in terms adapted to the awfqlness of 
the seen^ and circumstances, in the midst of which 
she was situated. A late populous and busy^ city, de- 
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serted by almost all who could procure a place of re- 
fuge; the hum and bustle of business, hushed and sus- 
pended; the streets almost solitary; no wheels mov- 
ing on them, save those that conveyed the dead to 
their last narrow dwelling place; whilst the pestilence 
was making fearful ravages among those who re- 
mained. 

The meeting was adjourned, so that their stay in 
the city was short; but during that brief period, she 
took the infection. She returned with her husband 
to their residence, on the 25th of the month, and was 
apparently in usual health till the 28th, when she was 
taken ill; and her disease soon appeared with alarm- 
ing certainty to be the same that had spread desola- 
tion and mourning in so many families in the city. 
During her illness, the sweetness and composure of 
her mind were eminently preserved; her understand- 
ing remained unclouded -till the hour of her dissolu- 
tion, being free from the stupor which so frequently 
accompanied that awful disease. In the early part of 
her illness, she spoke to one of her daughters of the 
probability that her disorder was the yellow fever; 
and entreated her not to give way to feelings of ex- 
treme anxiety, but to endeavour to be prepared for 
the event, be that what it might And her chief con- 
cern through her sickness seemed to be, that her 
husband and children might freely resign her to the 
Divine will. 

On the 29th, being asked how she felt, she replied, 
"As to life or death, I do not see: with respect to out- 
ward things, it might appear desirable to stay some 
time longer; but the Lord can make that easy, and 
enable me to resign.*^ At another time, she said, " My 
^in4 is quite calm and easy.*^ Her hu3i^and r^mar^- 
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mg that it was an inexpressible favour, she said^ ^*Aii 
inexpressible faroui' indeed! had I torture tiow to 
struggle with, hov^ should I bear it!" — ^When hei* 
husband requested her to mention any thing that 
cioiild b^ procured, that would be agreeable to her| 
she answered, " My dear, thou knowest that 1 have 
made it a point not to be particular in my outward 
accommodation; and I now find the advantage of it 
I think myself as happy as it is possible for any one 
to be, under my bodily suffering." At another time, 
after some conversation respecting an individual who 
had been ill with the yellow fever, and was recover- 
ing, she added, << Poor mortals are dull scholars; things 
that may appear to us as judgments, are often dispensed 
in great mercy: the Almighty leaves nothing undone 
in order to save the soul of his creature man." 

Towards the evening of the 2nd of 10th mo. she 
became unable to articulate; but the speaking eye, 
which had ever been a peculiarly expressive feature 
in her countenance, still beamed with love to those 
from whom she was about to be separated. She mo- 
tioned to her husband and three children to embrace 
her, which they did; and nature gradually sank till 
about one o'clock on the morning of the 3rd, when 
the pure spirit was released from the fragile tenement 
tliat it had inhabited for forty-three years, four 
months, and ten days. 

Thus died, in the prime and vigour of life, this 
amiable woman; leaving an unspeakable void in her 
fiunily, which was also extensively felt beyond its 
limits. 

In taking a view of her character, as feebly por- 
trayed in this brief sketch [ her sympathetic affection 
as a wife, — ^her tenderness and prudence as a parent, — 
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her serene and enga^ng deportment in the circles 
of social and domestic Ufe, — her hospitality to the 
stranger, — her consoling attention to the poor and 
afflicted, the widow, and the fatherless, — her humili- 
ty in prosperity, and resignation in adversity, — ^her 
uprightness, integrity, and usefulness in the society 
of which she was a member, — and in all things, her 
steadfast endeavour to perform her duty, — her exam- 
ple may be pronounced one of uncommon excellence, 
and worthy to be held up for imitation. 

ADDRESS TO FRIENDS, 
Containing remarks for the serious consideration 
qf the members of Indiana Yearly Meeting qf 
Friends ^collectively and individually. Likewise 
for all those who make religious profession un- 
der that name, to whom these may come. 

Dear Friends, — 

I feel my mind drawn to pen down some ob- 
servations, for the serious consideration of all who 
make or claim a religious profession under the de- 
nomination of Friends, with a view that we may ex- 
amine closely, each into ourselves, to see with what 
propriety we stand or act under this appellation. 

" Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command 
you. Henceforth I call you not servants; for the ser- 
vant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have 
called you friends; for alL things that I have heard of 
my Father,! have made known unto you.*' — John xv. 
14,15. 

It was, I am induced to believe, under considera- 
tion of this, that our forefathers in profession adoptp 
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ed to themselves the denomination of Friends: and 
their works give abundant evidence of the propriety* 
of their distinguishing themselves by this term — the 
friends of Christ, Their steady adherence to his pre- 
cepts, and obedience to his commands — ^their forsak- 
ing all vain forms, fashions, and customs of this world, 
and faithfully supporting their testimony in these 
respects, through bitter and cruel persecutions, re- 
move all doubt of the justness of their claim to the 
denomination. 

And now, seeing that we claim to be the succes- 
sors in profession, of these eminent worthies, — ^pro- 
fessing to walk by the same rule, and to mind the same 
thing; it becomes us to show forth by our own works, 
the propriety of our claim to this succession. There- 
fore let us examine closely, with what faithfulness, 
with what consistency, we maintain those testimonies 
which we profess to bear, in accordance with the 
commands of Christ, the wisdom and the power of 
God. 

Now, he commands us, — ^' Seek first the king- 
dom of God and his righteousness^ and all things' * 
(necessary) " shall be added unto you.'' This term, 
first y I understand in this case to imply degree. Is it, 
therefore, the primary dedication of eur minds to 
seek the kingdom of God and his righteousness? If 
this be our greatest pursuit, would it not lead us to a 
faithful discharge of our duty, and support of our tes- 
timony in regard to the attendance of our meetings 
for Divine worship? But do we not rather evince, by 
our conduct and frequent absence from our religious 
meetings, that the pursuit of worldly possessions, of 
** ^hat we shall eat, and what we shall drink, and 
wherewithal we shall be clothed/' and the considera- 
VoL. XI.— 4 
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tion how we shall obtain great riches and honour in 
•this life, — ^have the prominent seat in the minds of 
many of us ? And while we are eagerly pursuing 
great riches and possessions, more than is necessary 
for our comfort or convenience, to the. neglect of our 
** reasonable duty,'' are we not lacking in obedience 
to another command of Christ,— «" Lay not up for 
yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust 
do corrupt, and where thieves do break through and 
steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves do not break through and steal.'' The primi- 
tive Friends were diligent and faithful in regularly 
assembling themselves together for the performance 
of Divine worship; not letting the concerns of this 
life, nor even the threatening of cruel persecutors, 
prevent them from attending their religious meet- 
ings; and they carefully encouraged their children to 
do the same. And we find their faithful and steady 
example, and careful precepts, had such influence on 
the minds of the rising generation^ that when perse- 
cution by cruel laws had imprisoned all the members 
of a meeting that were of the age of sixteen years and 
upwards, the children under that age kept their meet- 
ings regularly, though threatened with cruel whip- 
ings if they did not desist 

Now, would the example of the fathers and mo- 
thers in this day, have this influence on the minds of 
the present rising generation, eveii^nder less afflict- 
ing circumstances;. when they themselves are so easi- 
ly prevented from attending religious meetings, by a 
little throng of worldly business ? Or, if they should 
go to meeting themselves, they frequently assign 
portions of labour to their children, and leave th^em 
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at home engaged therein, instead of taking them to 
meetings for Divine worship, and endeavouring ta 
convince their tender minds that this should be the 
first of their pursuits in order to become the,/W«/ufe 
of Christ. 

** As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved 
you: continue ye in my love. If ye keep my com* 
mandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have 
kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his 
love/' This is the love which « becomes our chris- 
tian profession;'* and is that which arises from an im- 
plicit obedience to the commands of our heavenly 
Master. Here then it becomes a query, necessary for 
every one of us, ho^ far we maintain tiiis love? If we 
maintained love towards each other as he loved us, 
should we not labour with all diligence for each other's 
good, and for the promotion of peace and harmony 
among mankind ? Should we not be preserved from 
a disposition to expose the weaknesses or failings of 
our fellow-creatures, — from a spirit of retaliation and 
revenge for any real or supposed injury that may have 
been inflicted upon us? Would not talebearing and 
detraction cease amongst us? 

If we continue in his love agreeably to his com- 
mand, shall we manifest it by extending our love to 
those only who do good to us? Shall we not rather 
cultivate a spirit of love towards all, — ^regarding all 
as brethren and sisters of the same human family, as 
creatures of the same great Creator ? Can we fail to 
observe this great commandment of our Lord's, so 
often revived in the course of his ministry, and yet 
be his friends ? 

And again, if we are the fiiends of Christ, it is 
necessary that we abstain frpm the Jove of the world; 
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for he has declared, " He that loyeth any thing more 
than me, is not worthy of me/' And the apostle tes- 
tifies, "If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him." 

Now, our predecessors bore a faithful testimony, 
as the friends of Christ, to this precepj, both in their 
conduct and conversation. They studiously avoided 
any compliance with all the vain fashions and forms of 
the world and its customs; and bore ample testimony 
that they "loved not the world, nor the things of the 
world." Now, here I would ask, does our conduct 
and appe^ance bespeak us to be more in possession 
of the love of the Father, than the love of the world? 
I would rejoice if I could^believe the affirmative were 
true. But alas! is it not lamentably evident the nega- 
tive is more true? Do we not manifest it to be so, by 
pur anxious endeavours to obtain great .riches, and 
large quantities of land? And for this purpose are we 
not changing our business from one thing to another, 
and removing our residence from place to place, with- 
out consulting the mind of Truth, but having only 
worldly gain in view ? Does not this denote that we 
love the world ? Do not we give evidence that we 
love the things of the world, when the form of our 
dress and the manner of our address so resemble those 
who profess to live in the spirit of the world and its 
fashions, that we cannot be distinguished from them 
by our appearance? Do we endeavour by our precepts 
to educate our children in plainness, when the clothes 
of small children, and even of the very infants, are so 
much in conformity to the highest worldly fashions^ 
and the hearts of parents are so far invo^lved therein, 
as to plead for these customs, saying, "these fashions 
look pretty on little children; and we like to see young 
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folks dress a little tasty/' Is this the language of the 
fnends of Christ, or of those who love the things of 
this world ? And does our example inculcate plain- 
ness any more than our precepts, when the dress and 
address of many who are heads of families, and even 
if some wlio rank high in saciety, are in the line pf 
the changeable customs of the worlds and when we 
are not ashamed to be seen varying our dress in con- 
formity to the changeable forms of the world? Pa^ 
rents and active members wearing the most fashiona- 
ble boots and shoes,— fathers With their jockey caps, 
and mothers with their hats and veUs ! Oh.1 ".come 
otft of Baiylon, my people." Do, my friends, consider 
the calling whereuntp we have been called, as the 
friends of Christ:! 

And was not plaanness and moderation among fhe 
ooble living testimonies borne by primitive Friends, 
in conformity to the precepts and example of Him 
who wore the .seamless coat, and rode in a meek and 
iowly manner on the most diminutive of riding ani- 
mals? But how does fhe appearance of Friends at this 
time correspond with this testimony; wb^o our gar- 
ments, so far from being seamless, ^re m^de with 
jntich unnecessary work, and needless seams, plaits, 
and gathers? How widely, also, have we departed 
from the example of the meek and lowly king of Sion^ 
in our manner of riding? How does our practice ii> 
this particular correspond with our profession? While 
professing to be the followers of the meek and lowly 
Jesus, we do not content ourselves with a plain aD4 
convenient mode of conveyance; but must bave fine, 
and may I not say, extravagantly fine, and costly car- 
riages and harness, with much plating and many un- 
0ecessary trimmings. Ai>d do not many amon^ ujfli 
4* 
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even manifest a disposition to excel in these things, 
by disposing of the carriages they may have, as soon 
as they become a little soiled or out of fashion, that 
tiiey may get others that are thought to be in* a little 
higher style? Look at these things, my friends, and 
see whether, while they bespeak a mind dwelling too 
much on transitory things, they are not also great 
stumbling-blocks in the way of many honest in- 
quirers, who are looking up to us with an inquiring 
eye, expecting to see fruits corresponding with the 
true vine, as become the friends of Christ. 

Let us reflect seriously, and see if this disposition 
to fashion and finery fs not too much encouraged in 
the minds of many of our youth, by laying for them, 
or assisting them in laying plans of business for life*r- 
making them doctors, traders, and even lawyers; more 
with a view that they may easily and speedily obtain 
great worldly riches, than to enable them to procure 
a plain and convenient living, and to form them for 
U3eful citizens through life. 

When our Lord sent out his ministers to preach 
the gospel, his command was, " Freely ye have re- 
ceived, freely give.*' And this free gospel ministry, 
and a testimony against all hireling ministry, were 
scrupulously maintained by primitive Friends, even 
to the imprisoning of their bodies and the spoiling 
of their goods. They could not for conscience' sake 
associate with the followers of an hireling ministry, 
in any of their movements that were in any wise 
conducted according to their formal order, or lifeless 
ceremonies.' But Friends strictly observed the p^oint* 
ings of Truth in all their proceedings, whether reli* 
gious, benevolent, or charitable, and even in the mj^. 
nagement of their temporal business^ believing in th^ 
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doctrine of Him who said, " without me ye can do 
nothing/' 

Now I would that we examine closely, whether 
we may not weaken these noble testimonies, and give 
evidence that we are not the. followers of the light of 
Christ in our minds, if we can give approbation by 
raising our bodies and uncovering our heads, during 
the performance of a ceremony that is offered by any 
of these hirelings, who can move by their own wills 
and pleasure; although it may be called supplicating 
the thro^ie of grace for a blessing on some charitable 
or benevolent institution, or proceeding. With what 
propriety do we support our testimony against war, 
while we are found associated with those, in the pur- 
suit of any object, who would not scruple to take up 
the weapons of death in their own defence, or in the 
defence of their favourite pursuits, if they should 
chance to be resisted by force of arms, as primitive 
Friends were? But these resisted not, nor returned 
heating for beating, nor rendered evil for evil; thus 
giving undeniable evidence that they bore a testimo- 
ny not only against active war, but against the spirit 
of it in every shape. They lived in the unity of that 
spirit which is the bond of peace. 

Come now, my friends, let us examine ourselves on 
this point and see if we observe our Lord's command; 
and whether- we are living in a spirit that retaliates 
not injuries, but that loves those that love not us, and 
would do good to those that persecute us. And is not 
this a necessary attainment for the members, of the so- 
ciety of the friends of Christ? And if we are members 
of this society, have we not included in our Discipline 
all the virtues necessary for the active observance of 
every loember, and making it unnecessary thdt we 
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should be personally united to any other, whether it be 
called Peace, Temperance, Abolition, Bible, or Mis- 
sionary society? because we are enjoii;ied by the great 
Head of the church to observe all these virtues, not 
only fornially, but in spirit and in truth. And is not 
this the great and necessary point, aqd fundamental 
principle of our profession as a religious society, — ■ 
that we carefully watch and diligently follow the 
leadings of the spirit of Christ in whatever he com- 
mands us? And if this was the primary desire of our 
hearts, would it not be manifest in all our movements 
through life? And is it not necessary that we come 
to this, in order " to re-organize our Yearly Meeting 
on its ancient foundation?" Because, are not the lead- 
ings of the spirit of Christ, the wisdom and power of 
God, immediately revealed in the mind, the founda- 
tion on which the Yearly Meeting of Friends was 
primitively established? And is it not necessary that 
an individual labour take place, in order to become re- 
organized on this foundation? And, this being done, 
will it not manifest itself in our movements, and in . 
our appearance? for, as William Penn observes, "if the 
inside is plain and simple, the outside will be so too/' 

Therefore, as I have no motive in writing these 
remarks but to obtain that peace which attends the 
mind on the performance of an apprehended duty; I 
earnestly desire that all, under whose pbservation 
these may come, may examine closely, by the mani- 
festation of the light which has appeared, and may 
appear in their own minds, how far they have acted 
consistently with the profession we are .making, and 
how far they are labouring for the establishment of 
primitive principles. 

^'Finally, brethren^ whatsoever Idlings are true. 
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whatsoeyer things are honest, whatsoever things are 

pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things 

are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there 

be any praise, think on these things." 

Samuel Silver. 
SthfnontA, Ibd7. 

w2 brie/ account of our worthy friend^ Phiscilla 
Coleman, widow of John Coleman^ of Nan^ 
tucket. 

She was the daughter of Nathaniel Starbuck, sen. 
and Mary his wife, and was well inclined from her 
youth, being favoured with a good education, although 
in another form of religion than what is professed by 
Friends; with whom she was unacquainted, until in 
or about Uie year 1701, when it pleased the Lord to 
send his servant, our worthy friend, John Richardson, 
to visit Nantucket. He had a meeting at her father's 
house, where there seemed to be a general convince- 
ment, and Truth was received by her in the love of 
it Some of us have heard her say, since a series of 
more than fifty years has intervened, that it was of- 
ten fresh in her remembrance, and that she had great 
cause to bless and praise the name of the l<ord, who 
called him forth for their assistance. And as she was 
early and clearly convinced, and became obedient to 
that which convinced her, it pleased the Lord to fit 
and prepare her heart to hold fast the heavenly trea- 
sure, and in time to administer to others. She had 
a public testimony to bear sometimes amongst us; 
and though it was 4iot attended with that eloquence 
which man's wisdom teacheth, yet it was sufiicient to 
demonstrate Uie power and spirit from whence it 
came, and often reached the witness of God in others. 
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She was a constant attender of meetings, both on 
first and fifth-days, when able; and she often advised 
others to the same diligence in fulfilling this duty. — 
She lived almost sixty-seven years with her husband, 
who was of an innocent, inofiensive life; and deceased 
not quite two months before her, in good unity with 
Friends, in the ninety-fifth year of his age. And when 
it pleased the Lord thus to separate them, (they hav- 
ing lived so long together in much love and concord) 
she said it came nearer to her than she could have 
thought; but she desired to be content with the will 
of God herein, as it had likewise always seemed to be 
her desire in every dispensation of life she had to pass 
through. It appeared also to be the desire and bent of 
her heart, so to steer her course through life, that she 
might adorn Uie blessed Truth she made profession 
of. While she kept house, her heart seemed always 
open to receive strangers; being naturally of a cheer- 
ful spirit, pleasant and kind, both to high and low. 

As she drew towards the close of her life, she was 
afflicted with bodily infirmities, so that she was most- 
ly confined to her bed for two years; but in^all this 
time, she was not known to murmur or repine at any 
of the Lord's dealings with her, being favoured wiUi 
a good understanding, and exemplary patience. She 
would sometimes say she did not know why she lived 
so long5 yet was therein content with the Lofd's will, 
always thinking all was well that was done for her, 
both by God and man; saying, the Lord's time wa3 
the best time. 

It was very evident she had not lost her first love; 
for she was often concerned that her offspring might 
dwell together in love, an4 in the fea^ of God, that 
80 they might witness his teve shed abroad jip Jheif 
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hearts; "for it is the love of God/' said^he, "that is 
my support, and that fills my heart with praises to 
him, and that causes me at times to long to be gone, 
that I may be with him. Death is no terror to me, 
for I see nothing in my way.'' So that he who was 
her morning light, remained to be her evening song. 
On the day before she died, having recounted the 
mercies of the Lord in supporting her under every 
exercise of body and mind her whole life long, and 
filling her heart with love to him and all mankind, 
she concluded in prayer, and in praises to the Al- 
migl\ty: then took her final farewell of her chil- 
dren, and quietly departed this life before*!%e next 
morning; being the 14th of the 3d month, 1762, in 
the eighty-sixth year of her age; and was decently 
interred, after a solemn meeting held on the occasion, 
on the 15th of the same, in Friends' burying ground 
in Sherburne on the island of Nantucket; her corpse 
being accompanied to the grave by a large number of 
Friends and others. 

The substance of the foregoing testimony was giv- 
en forth by Nantucket monthly meeting, and sent to 
the Yearly Meeting at Rhode Island. 

It is said her husband bought two negro children 
in Newport, Rhode Island, a male and female, and 
brought them to Nantucket as slaves; but she was so 
concerned about it, that she insisted^ upon her hus- 
band *s carrying them back, and if the money was not 
returned, to leave the children. 

This honest testimony no doubt had great use in 
discouraging the practice of keeping slaves on the 
island; for Friends' records show but few manumis- 
sions, when, about tl;ie year 1766, it was required of 
them by the Yearly Meeting to liberate all their slaves. 
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MEMORANDUMS, 

Found on a blank leaf of a Pocket •Almanac, 

While thoa art striving to accommodate thyself 

to the times, — to the manners and dispositions of 

others, — thou wilt never witness true composure and 

settlement of mind. ' 

There *is an eternal Arm of power, that is able to 
preserve and support through all the various trials, 
vicissitudes and changes of this probationary scene: 
but it is only by a humble trust and firm reliance, or 
daily dependance thereon, and a careful attention to 
the ins^aking Word, that safety and stability are 

experienced. 

Think it not strange that seasons of dejection oc- 
cur, even when no external or sensible cause can be 
assigned, — ^and when surrounded by those who are 
dear to thy life, and who appear to enjoy themselves 
with complacency and tranquillity. Thou canst not 
fathom the ways of unsearchable Wisdom, nor com- 
prehend his mysterious workings' for the salvation 
of the soul. But by a humble, inward application 
of mind, thou mayst discover of his wonders in the 
deep so far as is necessary for thee to know; — and 
mayst see the workings of his all-controlling hand in 
every dispensation allotted thee. • Be humble, and at- 
tentive. 

Happy is that mind, that in every varied circum- 
stance attendant on this uncertain state of being, con- 
tinues properly adjusted to its Centre, and knows its 
only sure refuge. 

" Thou art the source and centre of all minds. 
Their only point of rest. Eternal Word." 

• COWPER, 
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No. 2.] SECOND MONTH. 1838. JVol. XL 

A NARRATIVE 
Of some of the Exercises and' Christian Expe- 
riences j in the early part of her lifcj of Jane 
Reykoi^ds, late wife of Samuel Reynolds^ of 
Whiteclay creek^ State of Delaware. Written 
by herself a short time before her decease. 
I have, for some years, had thoughts of writing an 
account of the tender dealings of the all-wise Being 
with me from my youth up.r I was born ih Salem j 
New Jersey, and was the daughter of John Jones 
and Mary his wife; my mother being the daughter 
of John Goodwin, of the same place. My father was 
bom in Wales, and was educated for a priest; but on 
coming to America, he thought he would have a qua- 
ker wife,'and fashioned himself accordingly. Coming 
down from East to West Jersey, he kept a school, and 
attended Frieikds' meetings. II was the practice there 
at that time, for one that behaved soberly and went to 
meetingsi, to have liberty to marfy among Friends, 
and thereby to gain a right of membership — a right 
which* I have no doubt was the cause of many unhap- 
py marriages! ThusAvere my fath'er and mother join- 
ed in marriage; but soon after, he found this way too 
narrow, and turned back again to the church of Eng- 
land. He istudied the law, and was king's attorney. 
My parents made an agreement to divide their chil- 
dren, and I, being named after my father's mother, fell 
Vai^XL— 5 
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to his lot; he also had my three brothers; but they all 
died, so that I was left alone with him. He took great 
pains to have me learn manners, (as he called it) how 
to salute people when I met with them, and likewise 
all sorts of needle-work that was then in fashion. 

When I was* quite young, I Was much concerned at 
times about a hereafter. I saw that children as young 
as I, were carried to the grave, and I did not know 
but that my turn might be next I hewrd of heaven, 
that it was a good place; and that I had a part in me 
Uiat Was never to die. I also heard of the devil, and 
of hell, and that bad children went there. This pre- 
served me much from saying bad words^ and £rom 
telling lies. My mother was a religious, good woman, 
and would not allow me to use vain words, nor go to 
pkys, when my father was from ^ome. This proved 
a blessing to me, though I did not then see it so. I 
loved my parents, and was often very -sorry that we 
could not all go together to worship Him that made 
us: w.e canie out at one door, and yet turned our backs 
to one another. This troubled me so much^ that one 
day when I was about eight or nine years old, as my 
father was leading me by the hand, my heart grew so 
full that I stopped, and looked ^fter my mother with, 
sorrow. My father asked me what I stopped for? I 
did not answer his question, but with .tears in i^iy 
eyes, I asked him whether there was two ways to. 
heaven? He said, no; what made me ask? I told him, 
mother went one way and he another; and thei\ I 
wept He was much moved; and turning from. mO 
he took out his handkerchief, wiped his face, and then 
mine, and said, "Child thy mother thinks that way 
right, but I, this; but we hope to meet in heaven, at 
last Does thee want to go with thy inother? If thee 
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does, thee may go." By this time I jbftd got k little 
over my sorrow, and thou^t if I went with her I 
must change my dress. I told him I would go with 
him* My father and I were very sober the rest of the 
way to churdi. 

I was mueh in the company of what are called 
great people^^^went to court, and sat on the juices 
bench; it being customary for women to go to hear 
the lawyers plead. I also went to see the men hunt 
foxes and rabbits, and to many other phices of drt^« 
sion. My £ith^ thinking to have me accomplii^ed, 
(as he called it) allowed me to read M kinds of books, 
and sent to England for a great many. 

Before I was twelve years old^ I began to see that 
all was not right; for the derk of the church would 
take too much ^strong drink, and I ^ften heard him 
say -bad words; so that. when he put forth David's 
psialms for the congregation to sing, I thought they 
could not be suitable for all, and I was well assured 
some of them were not so for himself! I was often 
sorry for that poor man, and was also thoughtful 
about myself, what would become of me; for I went 
to -church and returned without growing any better, 
and I grew more and more uneasy. 

When I was about twelve years old, my father 
died— lamenting much in his illness, that be had nat 
lived a*quaker; and S(|id, if he got well, he would ai-*^ 
tc^. He left large possessions; but his estate wi^ so 
much encumbered, that we got none of it. My mq*- 
tfaer had a house and lot which her fattier gave her; 
and having learned the tailoresi' trade While y<^ng, 
die now followed it for a living, and taught her two 
eldest daughters. She did not constrain me to go to 
^s^ing, but ft4n»§4 ?»§ diligently (to read the holy 
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scriptures, with desires that they might be opened to 
my understandiiyg: for she wanted, me to see for my- 
self. I took her advice, spending mUch of the time 
I was at leisure, from business in reading therein, and 
was often much reached in these seasons of retire- 
ment, even to tears; the good hand being at work in 
me, though I knew it not. I used to take my wprk, 
and.be often- alone in the chambers, or some private 
place, having strong- desires to be right. But as I de- 
lighted in books, through unwatchfulness, I fell into 
the. reading of histories, romances, plays, and news- 
papers; which I followed for some years, until, at 
length, I was never satisfied when one was nearly 
read through,, tiil I got another ready. I often felt 
(M^ndemnation, and began to conclude I should be 
lost, if I went on thus; I .do not remember that any 
body reproved me for reading such books; for I kept 
from my mother^s sight all those that I thought not 
likely to be true. At this time I also took great de- 
light in many difierent sorts of plays and amuse- 
ments: but I thought it beneath me to go to any with- 
out leave, except when I was out on a visit among 
my acquaintance, and fell in with thein; which often 
happened. It was the custom for a company of young 
people to collect at a house, and when the old people 
were gone to bed, they w^ould sometimes play near- 
ly all night I then thought it was wrong: and much 
more I think so now. Ohj that parents may be more 
watchful over their tender ofispringi Thus I went 
on- for some time, conviction and remorse following 
me; but I still giving way to temptations. 

The last time I asked leave of my mother to go 
to a play, she refused me, and toH me she had come 
to a conclusion not to let me go again with her coa- 
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flenty (and I would not go without it) I thought it 
very hard, and went into the garden whet*e I could 
hear them at the play> and wept It was a new les- 
son to me, but her word was a law to me, and I 
dared not gainsay it 

In those days I was often o^well ; and die would 
remind me of a preparation for death : she likewise 
often de^red me to think of Friends' principles.. I 
told her they were too strict, and I could not con- 
form to them, i wanted to s^ for myself, for I was 
tired of going to church alone: I was weary of my^- 
self, and all my old ways, aind cried mightily at times 
for help, and that I might be directed ari^t; yet I 
could not bear the thoughts of being a quaker, think- 
ing it too narrow and mean a way. 

About the eighteenth year of my age, I was going 
to Philadeiphia, and asked leare of my mother, when 
there, to go to all the places of religious worship; as 
I had a mind to -try them all, that I might the better 
choose which was right She told me Ae was sorry 
to see me so unsetded. Indeed I was sorry it was w^ 
myself." She said she would give her consent, provi- 
ded I would not attend the play4iouse, or the plays 
th^ were then being acted in that city. I readily 
agreed to her proposal; for I was sick of all su<^ 
things, and longed for a physician. But wh^n I had 
been at the presby terian meeting, and the papist cha^ 
ptel, and to hear WhttfieM ei^t or nine times in one 
we^k; and several times, during my stay in town, to 
the church of En^nd^ to see if there was any good 
aaioiig-them,---4t was- all in vain. I also went sevend 
times to FHends'. meetings, and heard lonah Tl^mp* 
0M^ Baniid 8 tauten, and Michael lightfoot, p^^t^ich; 
whidi teaebed m^ and i confessed it wa^ iii^ rmry 
5* 
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truth.. Still, I had no thoaghts of conforming to 
Friends. I went but once to the chapel; for I could not 
worship pictures, or bow to images; so I went there 
no more. I had no acquaintance with the baptists, 
but had often heard they were devout, and called to 
prayers morning and evening. I now concluded they 
must be the people that were right; and having a re- 
lation in the country who was of that persuasion, I 
thought after 1 went home I would go and stay with 
them, until I was satisfied; so I went not amongst 
them in town. 

Now fresh temptations beset me; fdr, not bein^ 
satisfied with any of the ways of worship I had tried, 
I was much cast down, concluding they were all 
wrong, and myself also. Then I hunted up some of 
my acquaintance, and they pressed me to go to the 
play-house; which I was strongly tempted to do. I 
had tickets offered me for the pit or box, and two 
young women to accompany me. They came even-i 
ing' after evening, and with Hiem a^irl of my^ ac- 
quaintance in disguise, who pleaded strongly with 
me. I told them my will was good to go, but I had 
promised my -mother to keep from them, and dared 
not break my wordi They laughed at me, and urged 
me to go in disguise, offering to lend me clothes; but 
I told them I hated hypocrisy, and if I could not go 
above-board, I would not go at all. They then toM 
me my mother would never kiiow it; but I replied^ 
I know she will; for she will ask me, and I canpot 
tell a lie; and moreover, I will not break my pro- 
mise^ So, after many days, they left off pressing me; 
and I found much peace in having withstood th^ 
temptation. Though at the time they were impor- 
tuning mo> I was sorry i had made the promise, yset 
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tfterwards I had cause to rejoice, in that I could say 
in truth; I had not heen to any of the play9. 

When I returned home, my mother asked me if I 
was settled in my mind; I told her I could not join 
with Friends, nor any other; but I was in trouble.^ 
So I left off reading romances for some time, and read 
Friends' books; Sophia Hume, Thomas Story, Sew- 
elPs history, and many others; but I could not bow 
to the cross, and thought I would vtry the baptists.— 
I now took no delight in company, and never after- 
Wards, in places-of diversion, as I had done; though I 
sometimes went to them rather than be laughed at; 
while a compliance always brought sorrdw on me. 

My mother had a relation, who was of the strictest 
sort of baptists, and his family wanting some clothes 
made, I urged her to let ^me go and make them in the 
house. She consented, on condition I would frequent- 
ly and Weightily read the New Testament, and be 
watchful, so as not to suffer myself to be -led into any 
thing that was wrong. She, no doubt, pitied me; for 
I was, as it were, wandering up and down on the bar- 
ren mountains and desolate hills, and could find no 
rest I took clothes with me, intending to stay two or 
tht^e weeks, or more, being fully resolved to under- 
stand their principles before I came home. Soon after 
I went, I told them . my chief errand was on a reli- 
gious account; which I believe rejoiced their hearts. 
They soon had their preacher sent for, and a young 
woman, his wife's sister, to be a companion for me. 
V{e had a chapter read morning and evening, and af- 
tra* that, all die family, black and white, went to 
prayers: the master of the house read the chapter and 
prayed, and all present kneeled, except myself; I 
wanted to feel more lifb, before I could join that part 
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After some time, seeing them 4K> devout, I began to 
conclude the fault must be in myself; so I condeseeod- 
ed to stand on my feet, but would not kneeL We 
met twice a day, sdl the4;ime I stayed. Their preach- 
er came often, and laboured much with me. I dispu'^ 
ted with them, sometimes nearly all day. The man of 
the house frequently referred to John Bunyan's words 
to convince me, and I, to the Bible to answer him^ I 
had read much, both of sacred and profane writings; 
and having a good memory, I often came so close 4ip- 
on him about baptism and the Lord's supper, and 
many other of their tenets, that iie was at a loss, and. 
failed to convert me; and they think it a great Uiing 
to make converts. I often retired alone with the New 
Testament, and fervently desired I might be Tightly 
directed. In one of these times, it eame into my mind 
that I must be still and quiet, and not dispute so 
much. I had read Robert Barclay's catechism, and 
remembered so as to give them sufScient an^rwers. — >. 
So I began to be still and quiet, and continued so for 
four or five days, pondering with myself whether to 
join with these people or not The young womsa 
would sing hynnis and spiritual songs, as they espied 
them; but I could not join in that, for my heart Was 
sorrowful. I wanted a Saviour, and expected to find 
him amongst them; but did hot meet with what I ex- 
pected. I was therefore ready to conclude I was not 
enou^ in earnest when I went to meetings with 
them; so I took a Bible with me, sat down under tke 
pulpit, and turned down the leaves Tviiere the preaek* 
er took the text, " Behold I have given hita for n 
witness to the people — a leader and a commaadc^K^ 
the people.'^ Having a Bible with me, I exBoaimt^ilm^ 
{NToofis; and he preached ao slow^ tiiat I wrote i>iiimtfa» 



d by Google 



.. JAKE KBlTNOLiys' NARRATIVE. 57 

sermon — and a long discourse it was, on what Christ 
led them by, whatt)ut of, and what into, &c. I kneiV 
Friends' principles, and when I looked over the ser- 
mon, I thought one of them, would have comprehend- 
ed it all in a few words. This^ lessened my esteem for 
their profession. 

One day as -I was going to meeting with them, I 
met a public Friend from Allpway's Creek, going to 
Saleitf meeting. I had often seen her at my mother's: 
she spoke to me very affectionately, and asked me 
where I was going. I told her; and she said she was 
sorry for it, and bid me fkrewell. This cut me to the 
heart I believed her to be a good woman, and was 
sorry I should grieve her. I looked back after her, 
until the company I was in diverted m^ from think- 
ing of her, to think Where I was going. They seem- 
ed to dislike the Friend and her communication. 

Now for some days I was under a weighty consid- 
eration about being baptized,— they all pressing me 
very much; saying I was suflSciently experienced: 
but I thought I was unfit — though I intended to have 
it done when I was fully satisfied from the scriptures 
that it was necessary to salvation. They thought that 
would soon be ; but it never happened. Not long after, 
one first-day as I was up'Stairs reading in the Bible, 
being very desirous to know whether! ought to be 
baptized or not, the man of the house and his wife 
both came up- crying. It was a strange thing to 
me to see a man weep, and I presently asked the 
cause: they told me Betty Hiidday was dead. I re- 
plied, I did not see so much cause for grief, though 
I loved her myself, and was sorry to part with her, 
she being a sober woman, and generally beloved.—-* 
"Ah!" wid they, " but ishe was a cjual^r;" a^d ^x» 
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{tf-ossed it as their firm belief, that a quaker could 
not bie saved. This was so uncharitable, and so xxn- 
expected, that it drove all the baptist out of me im- 
mediately. I did not before know f had aucha warm 
side for the quakers; hut their speech roused me sud* 
denly, — and I said, " If all the quakers that die, go 
to hell„ there will be no room for the baptists, and 
where must they go?'* By this time I felt I was get* 
ting too warm; and, stepping hastily down stairs^ I 
walked nimbly along a row of hedge pear trees, which 
extended from the house to the creek: I descended 
the steep bank, and sat down by the water to recov* 
er myself, and consider what was best to be done. — 
No one saw me go there, I went so quick; and there 
was much looking for me, and calling me, which I 
heard, -but isat still, until I came taa conclusion to 
go home directly, and go with my mother. I thought 
I would try to get over the prejudices which I had 
a^inst Friends, particularly on account of women*« 
preaching, and self-defence. So I got up very calm*- 
ly, a remarkable stillness having covered my spirit^ 
and went back to the house. -. They were much sur? 
prised that what they had said should take such ^fifeet 
upon me, when they expected I had concluded to 
join in fellowship with them, I told them I had done 
with them forever, for I would not join such unchar- 
itable people; and that they need take no further trou- 
ble with me, for the matter was decided — I would, 
go home and go with my mother. They seemed very 
sorry, and brought many texts of scripture to eon- 
vince me I was wrong; but all in vain. I got home, 
tiiankful in my heart that I was so fully acquainted 
with their principles, and told my mother I vWouId 
now go with her; which rejoiced her not a little* 
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I was nt>w for a coBsiderable tin^ veiy low and 
homble, — went to wedk-day meetings> which were 
greatly favoured, and 3vaa often glad when meeting 
day came. It pleased the blessed Savioar to make sin 
appear exc^din^y sinful to me, so that sometimes I 
wept nearly all night I got the name of a sober girl, 
and esQ£^>ed for a while, Jight^ airy company; and had 
1 kept in that low spot, I should have been safe. I 
was early convinced that, a single life was free from 
care, and was favoured to have no inclination to 
change. While my mother lived, I lived with her. 
My eldest sister married, and had two children; but 
she lost both her children, and^ herself died sooa 
after. - . 

Before this time, I had got t^ my watch, and de- 
lighted again in my old ways; but the all-wise Being 
who is merciful in his diealings with poor sinners, 
iq)ared nre, and did not cut me^off.in my sins. The 
day nay sister died, she warned us to. repent, and turn 
from /die evil of our ways, or we shouH never go- to 
test She said she had lived a sober life, but could not 
see hopes of mercy ; and desired mother to pray for 
her. She bid us all farewell, one by one, and told us 
she must go; but saw no hopes of mercy. After this, 
she appeared to die away: and now I thought I had 
lived so careless I should be lost forever, — and under 
tte SQnse of it, 1 wept aloud. My mother looked at 
me, and bid me be still. My sister then revived a 
little, and said she had been §t the bottom of Jordan, 
and had seen her Saviour, and that he had forgiven 
her sins. This was joyful news to us, and she herself 
rejoiced in the mercies of Ood, our Saviour, and ex> 
tolled his great name, warning us not to put the evil 
49y afiu* oja^ as she had, till it was almost too late^ 
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but speedily to repent, lest such a time as this should 
overtake us at unawares. She lost her senses a little 
time after, and died in a few hours. 

I now thought i would forsake folly indeed. I w-as 
at times afraid to lie down for fear I should never 
get up again; and I was terrified with dreams in the 
night season. So I took up the cross for awhile, and 
lived soberly, often writing verses on divers occa* 
sions, — -one on Death, another on Eternity, one on 
Intemperance, and several on other subjects. But it 
is long since I took delight in rhymes. 

In the twenty-second year of my age, my motiier 
was taken sick. I^ being with her in her chamber, 
and ^e walking about, being something better, she 
told me she had something to say to me, but charged 
me not to be -surprised. I told her I would not^ if I 
could help it She said she believed she should die 
soon, and be the next corpse carried into the grave- 
yard. I threw myself on the bed, and wept aloud, 
thinking she was sure of what she said; and I could 
not bear the thoughts of parting with her. She theii 
gave me directions about all her outward concerns, 
and said she was free and willing to die,-— that she 
had little here but trouble and sickness, and longed 
to get to her journey's end, — and said, the Lord 
Would be a father to us, if we lived in his fear. She 
recommended me to the care of an old -friend, H. 
Smith, for counsel and advice. She directed me to 
see that she was laid out plain^— also her coffin, to be 
so, and to have no strong liquor at her burial. It was 
liien the practice there for all. Friends and others, to 
have cake and wine served round on such occasions; 
which she said sh^* had a testimony against,— >and 
charged me by no means to suffer it She also re- 
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commended my sister, who was yckingy to my care. 
One of my brokers was ah apprentice, and she left 
the other to my uncle Thomas Goodwin. She had 
often told me dhe esfpected her death vV^ould be sad- 
den, and therefore she most now prepare according- 
ly, and speak her mind to! me while she had time, for 
she knew not what hour she might be called. 

After this she got better, and seemed bravely for 
near three weeks; but I had laid up her words in my 
heart, and was very sorrowful. I thought I should 
have been satisfied, if it was the will of heaven to be 
taken mjrself and leave her, believing I might be best 
spared. 

On the 18th of 3d month, 1756, being i6 a near 
neighbour's house and the doors open, I heard one 
of the girls scream, and running in, found my dear 
mother falling out of her chair; and the girl having 
caught her was holding herup. She had her sewing 
in her hand, but could not' speak; ^nd we laid her on 
a' couch in the room. A doctor being called in, tried 
to open a vein, but the blood would not run. Many 
of the neighbours came in, and I being ia great dis- 
tress, was anxious to know whether she was sensible, 
and whether she thought'she was going. She ceased 
groaning and looked very awfully up in my face, 
reached out her hand, and took hold of my arm, then 
gently moved it along, so that we knew she was sei^ 
sible. She also assisted in loosing her clothes; and 
on my asking her where her pain was, she looked at 
me, and put her hand on her breast Soon after which 
she ceas6d to breathe, and passed quietly away, in the 
forty-fifth year of her age. 

She had been clerk of the meeting for some time, 
w4 was Well respected by most'who knew her. I 
Vol. XL— 6 
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acquainted her two Inrothera with £er directions about 
))ier funefaly which they p^formed, having als^ heard 
the! »aihe from heritelC. It was thou^t Very singular, 
atnd I was refle(5ted on for being so close. This she 
had told me would be the case, but that I must bear it 
with christian fortitude, aad I should hay:e peace in 
it; which has been my experience. 

I was now left alone, and felt as if I was stri]^>ed 
of all earthly good. I had under my care my young 
sister and brother, and two apprentices to learn the 
tailoress trade; — ^a large house, and large aequaint- 
ance* I was therefore much concerned, seeing we 
were all young folks together, lest we should take too 
much liberty : for I could not bear the thoughts of 
dishonouring the Truth, by any thing I i^ould suffer 
to be acted. I therefore took up the cross in some 
degree to my own natural will and inclination, and 
would not allow of any, play or siqging in my house, 
although there was a great resort of young people 
th^re. I took another apprentice, and by living con- 
stantly in fear of giving occasion for evil repoi'ts to 
be raised of me, I was preserved therefrom. 

I seldom went to weddings, or places of diversion, 
lest I should be too light and airy, and thereby be 
rendered unfit to conduct my, family. So I passed 
the time for about a year. Then an old friend sent 
for books, and for me to read to h|^, and to sleep 
with her; ai\d by this means I got back to the read- 
ing of unprofitable books, which she. would hear atr 
tentively ; and this at times afi9icted me. 

May those who have the care of youth, be careful 
not to allow or countenance the reading of profane 
history, romances, or play books. Mayst thou be in- 
vited, reader, to turn from them as from deadly poi- 
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son. It was a means of leading me greatly off my 
watch; though I was' still divinely preserved from 
gross evils. Young people would come m large com* 
panies, and urge me to go out with my apprentices 
to play; but I felt a secret forbiddence to^ go, or to 
let them go. At times I had something to say to 
them, which stopped them all, to my admiration. One 
time in particular, there- came such a company— -I 
was writing— they insisted much on my going;- but 
my heart was sorrowful. I wrote a few verses, which 
stopped them for that time; so they all sat down, and 
were very sober. The beginning of the verses was 
thus: 

^ Never make thyself a party of pleasure or of play. 

But consider how swiftly time hastens away; 

For when we think we're most secure, as often we 

may.see. 
Some sad disaster happens, which brings woe and 

misery. 
Therefore to keep ourselves secure from any sudden 

stroke. 
Let's go to wisdom's school, and learn to wear Christ's 

yoke." 

The company had little to say while they stayed, 
and soon went to their homes; and I feit great peace 
in not giving up to go with them. 

Oh! may the youth, when they feel any thing arise 
from ^at. which is good in their hearts, to speak to 
one another on account of their light and vain ways, 
or speeches and behaviour, speak it freely to them, 
even if it be ta reprove them — they will surely have 
the reward of peace for it. Dear youth, there is no 
4oubt w;tb me^ that at tim^s you desire to di^ tbe 
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death of the righteous, — but remember, in order to 
that you must live the life of the righteous; and hy 
taking heed to this inward fe^ng in your own hearts, 
3rou will eoipe to live that lifk Although it may be 
hard to give up, and such may expect to be ridiculed 
or despised; yet remember the Saviour, how much 
he suffered for you. I believe these thoughts would 
renew your strength, and make you willing to bear 
suffmng for his sake. 

. Jans Reynolds. 

l9t mo, fiSrd, 1798. 



A TESTIMONY 

Concerning Thomas Lawrie, late of Woods-town, 

New Jersey. 

He was the son of James and Mary Lawrie; .and 
was born the 10th of the 6th month, 1763. Being 
carefully educated in the principles of Friends, and 
yielding obedience in early life to the precious in- 
fluence of Divine love shed abroad in the heart, he 
became an example of plainness and christian iiu- 
mility. Notwithstanding he had many deep prov- 
ing to pass through in his younger days, insomuch 
diat a degree of gloom spread over hi^ mind; yet, as 
he advanced in years, and continued faithful to the 
pointings of heavenly wisdom, this gradually wore 
away, 4tnd he became a useful member in society. 
Ke was a diligent attender of our religious meetings, 
and careful to encourage his family to their duty in 
this respect; saying, he believed a blessing would at- 
tend it When there, he was an example o( steady 
waiting on the Lord in silence; and if called forth in 
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the exercise of the ministry, it was lively and edify- 
ing. In company, his deportment was steady^ ac- 
companied with innocent sociability, which gained 
him the lore and esteem of those who knew him. 
He was freqtsently called, in gospel love, to visit the 
neighbouring meetings; he ako visited most of those 
eonstitotin^ New York Yearly Meeting, and tliose in 
Upper Canada. A little account kept by him during 
his several visits in Truth's service, tahows in a very 
affecting light, that tho' his faithful, dedicated mind 
met with many close trials and provings, yet, its he 
left home and those dear to him under an apprdien- 
sion of religious duty, with desires to do the will of 
hiff heavenly Father, — ^he was not left alone in a 
strange land; but his gracious Master continued to be 
near to enlighten his understanding, and enable him 
to perform the weighty Aerrioe of preaching the gos- 
pel, to the relief of his own mind and the honour of 
Truth. Hi« labours appear to have fceen satisfactory 
to Friends where his lot was cast, and he v^as mo^t? 
ly enabled to return to hfs family with the reward 
of peace. 

He was an affectionate hushandf and tender father, 
and a c»*eful example to his children; walking before 
them in humility and fiear. He often expressed the 
great need there was for parents and heads of fami- 
lies to be yf^j watchful over their conduct; and that 
he believed a guarded care in this respect often prov^ 
'ed a blessing to the children. He was desirous of giv^ 
ing them a good share of school-learnings and joined 
hand in hand witii his dear companion in bringing 
them up to habits of industry: endeavouring to allure 
their tCQder minds to the love of plainness and mo- 
deration, he fervently desired they mi^ht b^ fpimd 
6* 
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walking in the Truth, and preserved ia innocence 
and dimpiicity; well knowing that in this path^ their 
reward would be peace. 

In the 8th month> 1815, he attended the Western 
Quarterly meeting in Chestisr county. Shortly after 
his return^ he was taken unWell with a complaint to 
which he had for two or three years been object 
For some time he was able to go about; and thou^ 
he said but little about his situation, he sometimes 
eifpressed his belief that he should not get well.. His 
disorder increasing, the family became alarmed, and 
desired medical advice $ to which he consented; say- 
ing he was willing to do what wa^ best The doctor 
q>oke encouragingly, and thought he would be better 
in a few days: but other complaints set in, and he 
W^a confined to his bed, with frequent tarns of being 
very sick, \^ich he bore with -christian fortitude; 
and was favoured throughout hisallness, with a quiet, 
peaceful state of mind; being fully resigned to his 
heavenly Father's will, either to live or die. One of 
his children goings into the room a few days before 
his death, and inquiring how he was, he replied, ^< I 
am no better, my daughter;" and desired her to sit 
down by him : then in a sweet and tender manner he 
said, << It feels to me as if this will be the last oppor- 
tunity I shall have of conversing with thee.^ I do 
not expect to get well, and have no desire to. I feel 
entirely resigned. I believe tdiere is a place of jrest 
prepared for the righteous, and I wish to meet all my 
dear children there. Be kind and affectionate one to 
another, and endeavour to serve him who is able to 
make thee happy here and hereafter. Have a w^eh-* 

*Thti child wii taken ill that night, and continaed ao till aft^ 
Ma 4eatl4 io that H profed the last intenriew with W &ther« 
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fill care over thy convenMition, and try to be a com- 
fort to thy dear mother. I love you all, (meaning his 
children.) I am going to rest with the Lord Jesus, 
our blessed Saviour.'' And then fidded, << Follow me 
as I have endeavoured to follow Christ'' He con- 
tinued-sensible most of the time, during his illness, 
which was about two weeks. 

He quietly departed this life on the 3d of the 10th 
month, 1815, in the fifty-third year of his age; and 
we* doubt not his spirit ascended to him who gave it 
He was interred in Friends' burial ground at Woodft- 
town, accompanied by a large number of Friends and 
others; after which a solemn meeting wad held. 

May the example of thpse who are removed from 
works to rewards, having walked faithful in the dis- 
charge of. their respective duties, and finished their 
days ia peace, prove an encouraging incitement to 
those who yet survive, to go and do likewise. 



The following letter from Thomas Lawrie to his 
wife, while on a religious visit in the state of New 
York, in company with Benjamin Clark of Stony- 
Brook, exhibits some of his feelings, and travels 
in the work of the gospel ministry. 

Nine Partners, Sth mo. 23rd, 1797. 
My deaa Companion, — 

I have seated myself to write, hoping thyself 
and family are in the enjoyment of good health; for 
if it were not so I should have expected a letter from 
thee or some one on thy.account, for my information; 
bat as there has none come to hand, I conclude all is 
welL I proceed to inform thee where, and how it luui 
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been with us. Uncle BenjWin Clark has had one chill 
since I wrote last We have also had our trials and 
exercises of mind; at one time in particular, I felt 
such distress that I Hiought it would have been fol- 
lowed by a fit of sickness. This was at Hartford in 
Connecticut The prospect of having to go there, 
was no small trial to us. There were about twenty 
members near that place, who had forsaken their for- 
mer way of worship within three years, — Shaving be- 
come convinced of the principles of Truth, and joined 
Friends. They had a meeting granted them; and a 
loving companythey .appeared to be. We had a meet- 
ing appointed for them and others in tiieir neighbour- 
hood. Here I found an answer to my troubles and 
exercises. When meeting gathered, we had not sat 
long before the priest of th^ parish from whom these 
Friends had dissented, came in, and placed hiniself 
facing uncle. ^ He took out bis pen, ink, and paper, 
and laid them by his side on the bench: then taking 
off his hat, he sat in all the state he could, in order 
as we supposed to daunt us, and prevent any thing 
being said to the people. Cut, having our minds 
turned to the great Master who is strength in weak- 
ness to those that put their, trust in him, he was gra- 
ciously pleased to manifest himself: for after we had 
been sitting some time, uncle was raised on his feet, 
and mentioned that it was not his own will that had 
brought him there, but that he came under an im- 
pulse of that love that would gather ail unto righte- 
ousness, to persuade men to forsake the evil of their 
ways, and follow after the righteous counsel of Truth, 
which may be found in their own hearts. He then 
quoted the expressions, ^^ The leaders of the people 
eause them to err;" and so treated on the danger of 
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leading astray, add being misled by means thereof; 
and was iavoured to. go oa in a lively manner. The 
priest first looked him in the. face awhile, then wrote;" 
and continued sometimes to write and sometimes to 
look, until uncle was done speaking. Soon after he 
sat down, I felt as though I had something on my 
mind to communicate; the prospect of which brought 
a great exercise pf spirit^ but feeling after that dis- 
position that was willing to be accounted any thing 
or nothing for the Master's sake^ I became resigned: 
and while waiting for a clear evidence before I should 
attempt to rise, the priest withdrew^ and I found my- 
self released from having any thing to offer. 

But uncle soon after stood up the second time, and 
invited the people to come into the room where we 
were, and sit down; and so they did. For they had 
been some of them in another room, walking and 
talking therein. After which we had a favoured op- 
portunity with them, and the meeting ended under 
a quiet calm. . 

.Next day we returned to these parts again, and 
have attended all the meetings except two or three 
in the lower quarters. We now proceed upwards in 
this quarter; but whether we shall have to go to the 
extent of this Yearly Meeting, is not to ua known.— 
Yet I hope resignation will be laboured after, although 
it has been to me a season of deep wauling, at least 
part of the time. Nevertheless memorials have been 
sealed upon my mind, I believe, in such a manner 
that time or age will not deface them. But feeling 
now in a good degree resigned, I partake a little of 
that which comforts the drooping mind. I feel as if 
I could write largely upon this head, communicating 
m^ trials smd -^x^^ises unto the^ and others; but I 
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will not enlarge, lest I should look too much for con- 
solation therefrom, which. I have always thought was 
dangerous for any to lean upon, for thereby we might 
feel less of the flowing thereof from tfie true source. 
Nevertheless it is sometimes as deep answering unto 
deep, and thereby we hecome as epistles written in 
each others hearts, to the encouraging one another 
in the way of well doing. I conclude, with Ibvq 
to thee and the family, flowing from thy afiectionate 
husband, and the partner of thy trials, • 

Thomas Lawris. 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION. 

The Israelites were commanded to teacb the ordi- 
nances 9f their law diligently unto their children ;^^U} 
speak of them when sitting in their houses, when 
walking by the way, when lying down, and when 
rising up;^' and although we live under another and 
more spiritual law, we have no reason to suppose that 
this command has been annulled. The lasting effect 
of early impressions upon the mind is universally ac«- 
knowledged, but we fear that the christian parent 
does not always avail himself of it to the utmost — 
He may himself have been so situated as to be re- 
moved from the aid of every human instrument; the 
heavenly seed may have been sown in his heart in 
solitude, and in stillness and silence have sprung up; 
and thus, owing little to outward means, he may be 
disposed to overlook their influence. He may perhaps 
commit his children to the world, without warning 
them of its dangers and temptations; without fortifj<- 
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ing them by lessons of holiness; but trusting all things 
to the. silent operations -of the holy Spirit, perhaps 
think that there is little necessary for him 'to do. 

But although we know that the Most High can, 
and often does, act upon the heart by an immediate 
manifestation of his power; — and that, without the 
co-operation of his spirit, no external thing can be of 
any avail, yet none are justifiable iii neglecting those 
means which are placed within their reach, and upon 
which a blessing has so <5ften descended. How often 
have those who have devoted themselves to the chris- 
tian cause, acknowledged the powerful and lasting 
impressions made upon their minds in early life, by 
the afiectionate counsels of a pious parent! And when 
to these instructions the influence of example is add- 
ed; — ^when the parent carefully watches over himself, 
and evinces by his conduct that he feels the full im- 
portance of his precepts, — an impression is made up- 
on the mind of his child, which though often slight- 
ed, and sometimes even forgotten, will return again 
and again, and probably can never be altogether lost. 
It is a common remark in the world, and it would 
be well for us to examine its truth, that the children 
of the society- of Friends have less religious instruc- 
tion than those of most other christian sects. And 
when we take a view of the education (called religi- 
ous) which many among them receive, we must ac- 
knowledge it to be a religion of forms, as lifeless as 
any of those out of which our predecessors were call- 
ed, unless they are brought to the living substance. 
The attendance of religious meetings; an outward ap- 
pearance of simplicity; a peculiar form of speech is 
insisted upon,^ — ^but how seldom is that spirit of fer- 
vent devotion spoken of, which would make our re- 
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ligious assemblies seasons of heavenly oommunion, 
and cause the pomps and vanities of the world to be- 
come dinl in the contemplation of Divine truths! 

It is a day in which there is need for parents who 
feel the importance of the principles- we profess, to 
become doubly diligent; for the desolations in our 
once favoured society are great, and the spirit of the 
world is making sad inroads upon us. Many, regard- 
less of our profession of self-denialj are anxiousl}^ la- 
bouring to accumulate wealth for their children; are 
encouraging them to seek the perishing hopours and 
enjoyments of the world, and neglecting those hear 
venly treasures which fade not away. Yet,- though 
many have taWen on the right hand and on the left, 
it is to be hoped there is a remnant ta whom the tes- 
timonies of Truth, as held by our society, are yet 
dear; and who are endeavouring to advance the cause 
of the Redeemer's kingdom, by leading unto him the 
tender lambs conuhitted to their care. .And Oh! that 
these may continue to be faithful to their trust May 
they consider the deep responsibility which rests up-, 
on them; and in relation to themselves and to their 
children, remember that command of. our Saviour; 
<< Seek ye first the kingdom of Grod/ and his righte^ 
ousness." J. S. 

« History -of Nantucket.^' 
Having lately perused an interesting work uiuler 
the above tide, written by Obed Macy, we are wil- 
ling to promote its circulation, by introducing a few 
extracts into the pages of the Miscellany. This his- 
tory, though its locsd character may be limited, wad 
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in some respects peculiar, embr^M^es some views pf 
society and manners, worthy of general imitation. It 
is stated that the first English' settlers on the island 
of Nantucket, were induced to^take " refuge in a land 
of barbarians," [Indians], in order to avoid the. ri- 
gours of persecution; and that they might ^njoy the 
exercise of the rites pf hospitality, and of religious 
freedom, unmolested by their fellow m6n. Such was 
the pacific disposition of the early settlers and their 
descendants, that neither record nor tradition furr 
nishes a single instance of hostility between them 
and the Indian natives. They had a strong and set- 
tled aversion- to the spirit of war; and this christian 
trait in their character, is carried through the thread 
of the history, and appears to have been of material 
benefit to the inhabitants. 

The commencement and progress of the* whaling 
business, occupy a conspicuous position in the his- 
tory of this isknd. It can hardly fail of being read 
with interest by the youthful mind' that is seeking 
to increase its storeaof useful knowledge; nor will 
the tender sensibilities of nature be lessened, by the 
reflections that spontaneously arise in contemplating 
the state of society necessarily resulting from the 
pursuit of a business, productive of so many com- 
forts and advantages in civilized life. 
• The harmony, simplicity, and economy of the ear- 
ly settlers, fonn another pleasing trait in their char- 
acter; and, whether equally conspicuous with the 
love of peace among their descendants, oi^iiot, these 
virtues are worthy of consideration, as eminently 
tending to the happiness of the human family. 

Chap, 3rd. " Jt has already been shown, that the 
purpose of the first emigrants to the island was, to 
Vol. XI.— 7 
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secure a free exercise ef religious faith and worship; 
Many were at that time deprived of these privileges 
by law. Nantucket seemed to offer a safe retreat from 
the spirit of persecution then prevailing, and persons 
of various denominations removed thither with their 
families. Differing as they did in religious opinions, 
they exercised no intolerance towards one another. 
Peeling their own -accountability to God, they pre- 
sumed not to assume his prerogative, and arraign 
their fellow-beings before a human tribunal, to an- 
swer for that which concerned only themselves, and 
pertained only to a future world.'' * * 

*' During the first fifty years after the settlement, 
the people were mostly Baptists: there were some 
Presbyterians, and a few of the society of Friends. 
The little community was kind and courteous to each 
other, and hospitable to strangers. The prevalence 
of good feeling was remarked and felt by all who 
came among them. The nature of their business was 
such as to expose them but little to the alluring cus- 
toms and habits t)f the vicious part of mankind. They 
were industrious and. virtuous, and consequently 
happy." 

" In the moderate part of the year, they were em- 
ployed in farming, fishing and whaling; and in the 
winter, they prepared materials against the coming 
season ; such as vessels, boats, casks, and whaling gear. 
At this time they also schooled their children: but 
"little learning'' was not in those times considered a 
very " dangerous thing." It did not require an ex- 
tensive education, either to prosecute business, or to 
secure a respectable standing rn -society. -What was 
necessary was attended to; all beyond was unknown 
or neglected." - 
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"Their employmeats had a tendency to form their 
customs and manners in many respectd. Their dress 
was moderate and plain^-^their deportment, kind 
and unassuming. They were satisfied with such ha- 
biliments as were comfortable and fitted to Uie sea- 
son; disregarding the vain and foppish fashions then 
prevailing among mankind in general. They were 
not the less respected, on account of their peculiari- 
ties, (as some were pleased to call tiiem) for they had 
the reputation of ^ being an honest people, and punc- 
tual to their promises^ They easily obtained credit 
for 9uch articles as they needed,, with na other secu- 
rity than their own' promise. It was a remarkable 
eyent, that one should fail of discharging- his debts, 
or that an estate should be found incompetent to meet 
all demands againBl it.'' 

^^The female part of the community cordially join- 
ed and united in. these economical principles, — al- 
ways helpful and careful to make all practicable sav- 
ings in their department. They were industrious, neat 
^d cleanly. On the mother devolved almost every 
&m^y care; both those of the immediate household, 
and those of a more general nature. The husband was 
a great part of his time at sea, and when on shore, 
his calling was such, as to allow him but little time 
for his fire-side.- The education, or training up of the 
young, was almost exclusively the business of the 
matron. Great care was used to guard their chilcU^n 
ag^nst unnecessary expenses arising from cosdy 
fashions: and to teach them to be moderate and pru-. 
dent, it was constantly kept in view, that it 9vas by 
hard labour that a^ subsistence could be procured; — > 
and that their fathers relinquished home and all its 
eomforts, and encountered the dangers of the ocean 
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and its monsters, to procure them bread and clothing 
and home.'' 

^' The nature of their cares and their common in- 
terestS} gave rise to the most friendly intercourse 
amongst them, and "w^ere the origin df that sociabili- 
ty,— that absence of unmeaning ceremony, — "that cor- 
dial good- will and readiness at accommodation, which, 
hare ever characterized their descendants. They 
were a motherhood, ever alive to the calls of duty 
and of charity. They were always ready, with sooth- 
ing applia&ces, to leave their homes to visit the sick, ^ 
to whom they administered both in the capacity of 
nurses and physicians. Many were skilled in the use- 
of roots and herbs; the medical properties of- which, 
th^ had learned from the natives. For many years, 
the healing art Ayas practised almbst ei^clusively by 
females; and m6re confidence was placed in their 
skin, than in the knowledge of men professionally 
educated.'' 

*^ When difficulties arose among the inhabitants, 
they seldom Jiad recourse to the law for settlement, 
but chose the short and easy mode of arbitration, the 
advantages of which are numerous.^ -Instead of one 
neighbour's subjecting another to many difficulties, 
such as are generally experienced by those who set- 
tle their disputes by the course of law, the parties 
would come together by appointment in the evening, 
having invited a sufficient; number of their -friends 4X) 
assist, either by counsel or judgment, and, without 
expense or aitimosity, in an amicable manner would 
settle their differences. This was the general mami^ 
of deciding controverted points." 

^* The whaling business is peculiarly an ocean 

lile» The sea, to mariners generally, is but a idf^ 
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Way,oTer which they travel to foreign markets; but 
to the whaler it is his field oT labour, — it is the home 
of Ms business. The Nantucket whaleman, when 
wiHi his family, is but a visiter there. He touches at 
foreign ports merely to procure recruits to enable 
him to prosecute his voyage; — he* touches at home 
merely long ^enough to prepare for a new voyage. — ' 
He is in the bosom of his family only weeks, and on 
the bosom of the ocean, for y^rs. His youth and 
strength, and best manhood, are all devoted to a life 
of tedioifis labour and great peril. His boyhood anti- 
cipates such a life^ and aspirei^ after its highest re- 
spdnsibilities: his age delights in recounting its inci* 
dents. We read, and sometimes perhaps, dwell with 
delight on the daring exploits of those whom the 
world calls heroes; and in proportion *to the victims 
sacrificed on the altar of ambition, we attribute glory 
•and honour to the victor. Alas! what is bloodshed but 
murder! what are the pretences of war but words! 
what its dire effects, but cold-blooded, purchased but- 
chery! For deeds <>f true valoi»r, done without bm-' 
tai excitement, but in the honest and lawful pursuit 
of the means of livelihood, we may safely point to the 
life of a whaleman, and challenge the whole world to 
produce a parallel. The widow and orphan itiourh 
not over his success; — oppression and tyranny follow 
not in his paths. No: his wife and his children reap 
the reward of his toils and dangers; — society is en* 
riched by Uiem^ — -and his prosperity is bifl country's 
honour.'* v 

In illustration of the above description of the lif^ 

of a whaleman, the following statement was furnish* 

ed by eaptaio Benjamin- Worth, and inserted in the 

hiilmry; ^f I. began to foltew the sea in 1783, being 

7» 
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then fifteen jrears of age, and coQtiniied till IS24. — 
During this period of fotty^iie' years, I wals a ship- 
master twenty-nine years. From the time J com- 
menced gping to sea till I qnittied the business, I waa 
at home only seven years. At the rate of four miles 
an hour, whilst atsea I have sailed more than one 
million one hundred and ninety-on^^ .thousand miles. 
I have visited more than forty islands in the Atlan^ 
tic and Pacific oceans, and traversed the west, coasts 
of North and Souths America, from Baldivia, lat. 40*^ 
south, to 59° north, on the north-west coast^ and up 
Christian sound to Lynn canal. I have assisted- in, 
obtaining twenty thousand barrels of oil. During.the 
Utft war, I was taken, by the {English in the ship 
George, and lost all I had on board. Whilst I com- 
manded a vessel, hot one of my crew was killed, or 
even' had a limb broken by a whale; nor have any 
died of the scurvy." . - ' , 

Another instance is recorded of a captain who be- 
gan to.follow the sea at thirteen years of age, and con-, 
ttnued in the whaling business thirty-seven yeai^; 
during which time he was at home but four years 
and eight months^ Twenty-three thousand barrels of . 
oil were obtained by the vessels in which he sailed,, 
and from his estimate, he travelled more than a milr 
lion of miles. 
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A TESTIMONY 

FNfm Miami monthly meeting o/Friendsyin the 

state of Ohioj concerning Ashbr Brown. 

iTbis our esteemed friend removed with his&mily 
itct&i the state of New Jersey in the year 1804, Md 
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produced a certificate from Woodbury, monthly meet* 
ing to this meeting- shortly after its establishment; 
since which time he has been a useful and exempla- 
ry member, and for several years last past,^ tender 
and afiectionate father, and a meek and humble mind- 
ed elder of our monthly meeting. He was industrious 
and attentive in his temporal concerns, and frugal in 
his manner of living; by which means he was enabled 
to afibrd assistance to those who stood in need, and 
likewise was liberal in contributions -for the use oi 
the meeting. He was a consistent example in plain- 
ness and moderation, and was frequently engaged to 
labour with others for the observance thereof, not 
only in dress and address, but in the furniture of their 
houses; sometimigs saying he believed Friends of late 
years were too extravagant in these things, and in 
superfluities about their carriages.- 

He was a diligent attender.of our religious meetings; 
and was frequently engaged in those for discipline, as 
well as at other times, to counsel and advise others 
to a strict adherence to that important duty, saying, 
thecon^rns of this world should be kept in subjec- 
tion thereto. He, was careful to preserve'the order of 
society, and to promote the due exercise of its disci- 
pline, and of the advices of the Yearly Meeting. He 
was often employed on committees to visit, other 
meetings, .as well- as iridividuals, and was concern- 
ed for the support of our religious testimonies, parti- 
cularly those against the common use of spirituous 
liqwns, and the vain fashions of the world: for these 
services he was raiinently qualified, being of a lov- 
iag and cheerful disposition, — tender and cautious in 
his exhortations, — anxious to cultivate the unity and 
hamoay in the cburch, — and endeavouring to avoid 
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gixrin^ any just cause of offence; yet zealous in- re- 
proving die high-minded and- intemperate. 

Throughout the late convulsion in our society, he 
manifested his usual composedness of Inind; being 
firm in the principles of our profession, and illustra- 
ting them by evincing love and good-will towards 
those who appeared as his enemies. He sometinies 
expressed thii^ sorrow as wellas^ astonishment, that 
certain individuals with whom he had been intimaite- 
ly associated in labouring in the weighty concerns of 
society, should act as they did, departing from that 
true christian love which heretofore had .existed be- 
tween them, and instead thereof manifestingan over- 
bearing, shy and disdainful' appearance; the Spirit of 
which waft calculated to destroy the blessings of civil 
as well as religious society. 

About two years before his death, he had a slight 
Stroke of the palsy that deprived him of most of his 
bodily strength, and prevented him from often at- 
tending meetings afterwards; yet he continued to re* 
tain his usual energy of mind, and was cheerful and 
pleasant when his friends came to see him-; their 
visits at all times seemed Agreeable to him, but par- 
ticularly so during the time he w^s confined to his 
ovm house. He was a sincere lover of his friends, 
and had long kept an open house for their enteltain- 
ment 

His concern for the prosperity of Truth, the health 
and good order of society, and the present and future 
happiness of his friends, remained unabated during 
his long confinement; as an evidence of which, a few 
months before his decease he handed to a friend a 
paper which he had lately written, requesting him, 
to read it at the grave, when he should be interred^ 
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giving direetiona at the same time that his coiEn 
should be. made very |Jain. The paper was read 
agreescbly to his request, of which the following is a 
copy: 

. "It hath for a longtime, bee^n on niy mind to leave 
a few lines to be read at the grave when I may be 
interred, in order to answer an inquiry that may 
arise in some minds, why my coffin is so different 
from what is common. It hath been my concern 
from my youth, to manifest moderation and plain- 
ness; and my desire hath long been that they might 
go with ine to my grave. I directed my coffin to be 
made plain'; and the little this may save, to be given 
to some poor person. It may buy them a little bread, 
and do more goo4 than to moulder in the earth. — 
While I was writing the above, I felt my heart fill- 
ed with love towards all my fellow-creatures of all 
classes. Love is the badge of discipleship; as Christ 
satd, ^^ By this shall aH men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one unto another." Smiles 
and frowns are all alike to me. Yfe have met to per- 
form the last kind office to a fellow-creature; I bid 
you affectionately farewell; and in the words of the 
apostle, I recommend you to the Lord and to the 
word of his grace which is able to build you up in 
ttte most holy -faith, and to give you an inheritance 
among all those that are sanctified. Asher Brown.'' 

The day before his death, he expressed to a friend 
who called to see him, that his time here was nearly 
at 9^ end; acknowledging it a Divine favour that he 
had been, throughout his long deolining strength of 
body, preiserved almost clear of sickness or pain, or 
any other sufferings but those produced from weak- 
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neds. About eight o'clock on the momiiig t>f the 2d 
of the 3rd month, 1832, he was visited with another 
stroke of the disease, which suddenly deprived him 
of speech and of his little remaining strength. He 
lay until about four in the afternoon, when he breath- 
ed his last; being seventy-one years, five months and 
twenty-one days old. He was buried in the grave- 
yard belonging to the monthly meeting, pn the 4th 
day of the same month, attended by a large collection 
of friends and neighbours. 

Signed in and on behalf of Miami monthly meet- 
iog of Friends, lield 25th of 4th month, 1832. 

Samuel Silver, > (jig^^- 
Ruth Smith, i 

The foregoing memorial was produced to, Tead 
and approved in this meeting. Signed in and on be^ 
half of Miami Quarterly meeting of Friends, held 
5th month 12th, 1832. 

David Evans, Clerk for the day. 

Rachel Hirrerd, Clerk. 



Me7n(nr and Letters of Ann Askew. 
"All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof 
is as the flower of the field. The grass withereth, the 
flower fadeth." " In the morning it flourisheth and 
groweth np, in the evening it is cut down and with- 
ereth.*' " For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; 
and the place thereof shall know it no more. But the 
mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting^ 
upon them that fear him, and his righteousness unto ' 
children's children." , 
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These fiolemn declarations of Moses, David and 
Isaiah, in ancient times^ expressed in lively figurative 
language, Continue to have an afifecting and instructive 
qiplication.lo the human family^ How often are thbse 
who flourish in the morning of life, fresh and lively 
as the grass, and blooming as the flowers of the field, 
soon cut off by the scythe of death, or withered under 
the wasting hand of disease. Thus, the hopes and 
fondly anticipated comforts of parents, are often nip- 
ped in the bud, or blasted in the flower, when the 
wind that passeth over their^ tender plants,- sweep 
them from their affectionate embraces, and consign 
them to an early tomb; so that their places here in 
this vale of tears shall know them no more. But under 
all the toils, afflictions, privations ^nd bereavements 
of tender parents, how consoling the consideration 
that the mercy of the Lord is always upon them that 
fear him — and that he "afflicts not willingly nor 
grieves the children of men.'^ When he re-claims 
what he has lent for a season, it is but reasonable that 
we should calmly resign up tehim the precious loan, 
thankful lor the favour, though short, by comparison, 
the time of enjoying it^ • Thus may we come to say 
with pious and patient Job, " The Lord gave, and 
the Lord hath taken away: blessed be the name of 
the -Lord.'' . 

Among the numbers of blooming youth, more es- 
pectdly comparable to the flowers that flourish fair 
in the morning of life^ but who are soon cut down 
and withered tinder the chilling winds of wasting 
disease, may be classed our dear young friend, Ann 
Askew, daughter of Peter and Hannah Askew of 
East Nottingliam, in Maryland; the circumstances 
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of whose removal from works to rewards, have given 
rise to the preceding reflections. 

She was born the 2nd day of the 10th mdnth, 1814; 
and was from her early infancy of a sweet engaging 
disposition. As the powers and quah^ties of fcer mind 
expanded, she manifested affection and kindness to 
all around lier, and particularly toward such as were 
in.distress, to whom she appeared desirous to afford 
relief as far as in her power* Such amiable tender- 
ness produced the happy e&ct.to make her beloved 
by all who were acquainted with her. 

Her health and activity, during her childhood and 
early youth, were such as to inspire hopes of her be- 
ing a help and comfort to her affectionate parents in 
maturer years. As. she advanced toward y^omanhbod, 
her bodily constitution appeared strong and vigorous, 
and was seldom attiacked by sickness or weakened by 
disease, until she attained her eighteenth year. In 
the spring of 1832, she took a heavy cold, about the 
time of the marriage of her sister. This affected her 
breast and lungs, but net so as. to prevent' her accom- 
panying her sister to Mechanics-»town in Maryland, 
where she settled with her husband, and Ann. stayed 
with her several we6ks. During this time, and after 
her return to her father's, she was able to be about 
house, and occasionally to ride out on horse-back. — 
At length,it became evident that the disease had ta- 
ken a deep hpld on her lungs, and her parents' and 
friends were impressed with a belief that there was 
serious cause of alarm for the consequences. Medi- 
cal advice was consulted, and the usual remedies in 
such cases were resorted to; but without producing 
apparently any good effect. The disprder continued 
to progress, accompanied, as it. usually is, with a dis- 
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tressing cough and expectoration. But all her suffer- 
ings were borne with patience and resignation. 

On the 2d of the l?th month, 1834, she was taken 
with one of those suffocating spells, with which she 
had been afflicted for some days, and during which 
her breathing was very difficult On her father's go- 
ing into the room and sitting by her, she revived a 
little so as to be abl^ to speak. He then inquired 
how she felt; she said she was very poorly. He re- 
marked that he thought her sufferings were very great; 
but that she would ere long be released from them 
all.' She replied, they Were; but she endeavoured to 
bear them with all the patifence she could; and said 
she had been endeavouring to be prepared for that 
change. She also remarked, that' she had nev^r from 
her infancy been fond of dress, nor taken much de- 
light therein; and that her mind had been under the 
forming hand of Divine goodness ever since a memo- 
rable meeting she was at, when a dear friend visited 
us, about four years since; when she was enabled 
more fully to see the folly of such things. She fur- 
ther said, that while she was with her married sister, 
and mingled in company with those of a diflferent 
character from what she had been accustomed to, she 
had sustained loss, by her mind's being diverted for 
a time from the train of serious thoughtfulness which 
had occupied it And after her return home, she said, 
she had to suffer for it; so that many times on retir- 
ing to her bed she had felt condemnation on account 
thereof. But now, through Divine mercy and good- 
ness, she hoped she was prepared to meet the change 
that appeared to be hastening. 

She continued gradually to decline, till the 9th of 
the 1st month, 1834, when she quietly departed this 
Vol. XI.--^ 
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life> we hope in exchange, for a better, .among the 
spirits of the just made perfect. Her remains were 
interred in Frie^nds' burial ground, at East Notting- 
ham, on first-day, the 12th; being in the twentieUi 
year of her age. 

Soon after her decease, her father wrote tp a friend 
as follows: "The removal of- our dear daughter is a 
subject wjiioh very much affected us all. Although 
for ^ome time we were almost daily looking for her 
dissolution to take place, yet, when it occurred, it 
proved to be such a shock as I cannot describe. Her 
sufferings were so great, at times, for several months, 
and her breathing rendel*ed so difficult, that I could 
not but indulge a hope, that it would please her hea- 
venly Father to release her from them all by taking 
her unto himself. Yet during her greatest sufferings, 
she was never heard. to utter a complaint; though at 
one time she expressed a fear that her patience would 
not hold Qut to the end.'/ 

" Afthough it is a trying circumstance to raise up 
precious children, and then to see . them cut down 
like a flower; yet let us not repine, but rest in the 
belief that it is in the inscrutable wisdom of infinite 
Goodness, and no doubt all for the best^' 

" She was a constant attender of our religious meet- 
ings; and sometimes on her return, when there had 
not been a word spoken in the meeting, she has been 
heard to say, " Oh! what a good meeting I have had 
to-day!" A/ter she was renewedly visited with the 
light of Truth, she was very desirous to impress the 
minds of her acquaintance and those with whom she 
corresponded, with the importance of living a life of 
self-denial, particularly as respects the fashions and 
custom* which abound in the world; which she view- 
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ed as at variance with the simplicity of the Truth, 
and the precepts of the gospel. This concern i^ par- 
ticularly expressed in some of her letters following; 
which also show the state of her mind under the 
pressure of bodily disease,, and the prospect of her 
last solemn change." 

^^ During lier long cbntinued illness, she was never 
heard to utter a murmur or impatient expression; but 
endured her ^vere bodily pains^with great compo- 
sure. Sometime^ when the neighbours called to see 
her, she would converse on the subject of her ap- 
proaching dissolution, with great calmness and com- 
posure; insomuch that it was matter of astonishment 
to some. On one occasion, a youiig woman who had 
been to see her, mentioned with what dignified calm- 
ness she conversed on the subject of her departure 
from this wdrld to another state of being; which ex- 
cited her admiration that so ^young a person could 
feel so perfectly resigned.'^ 

Perhaps this short and imperfect sketch of the 
character and example of this dear child, cannot bQ 
more instructively impressed on the minds of lier 
youthful survivors, than in the language of Solomon.: 
*^ Though the righteous be prevented with death, yet 
shall he be in rest For honourable age is not that 
which standeth in length of time, nor that is mea- 
sured by number of years: but wisdom is the gray 
hkir unto men, and an unspotted life is old age." 

Letters and extracts of letters of jinn •Askew, 

' - Brick meetingJum9ej fid mo* Stk, 183S. 

My D£AR FRIEI!fP,-rT 

When I recur to the time I parted with thee, 
it s^^ms VfiOfe \\}ie having parted lyitl) a father, or a 
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messenger bearing the glad tidings- of the gospel. 
My heart was melted into tenderness, and the im- 
pressions then made on my mind, have remained 
with me^ver since, and I hope they wilK continue 
to the end of my days. I was brought.to feel the ne- 
cessity of taking up the cross, tiiough my heart might 
have beeaeompared to the barren desert, or the un- 
cultivated wilderness. But it is said in scripture, 
that there is more rejoicing in heaven over one sin- 
ner that repenteth' than over ninety and nine just 
persons that need no repentance. . 

1st mo. 28th, 1833. It is pleasant to find that I am 
still remembered by my friends. For some time past 
it has seemed as though nothing but clouds and tern* 
pests have gathered round my habitation. My trans- 
gressions have been raised up, as it were, like moun- 
tains between me and my heavenly Father., Yet in 
these seasons of deep conflict, when the poor, tried 
mind is almost ready to sink under the weight of 
discouragements, and to cry out. Who will show us 
any goodP^a ray of light hath dawned upon the in- 
most recesses of my heart; so that I have felt that I 
was not wholly cast oflf. At such seasons, my spirit 
has been poured out in supplication to Him who sees 
not as man seeth, that if he would be pleased to as- 
sist me, I would giye up fully to his holy requirings; 
for I see the necessity of taking up the daily cross; 
I seldom read any tiling but Friends' writings; am 
pleased with Friends' Miscellany, believing I have 
been profited by reading it, and have no doubt that 
it has been an advantage to many others, particular- 
ly the writings of Sarah Watson. 
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Brick meeHng^J^ou9e^ 3rd mo. 1833. 

Dear Motheh, — 

I was much better after thy leaving us until 
fourth-day, wh^n the pain in my breast returned, 
nearly as bad as before. But It is the Lord's will, 
and be that will. obeyed. It is my earnest desire that 
I may be enabled to bless his chastening hand; be- 
lieving that he afflicts the children of men only for 
wise purposes. I have taken all the medicine the 
doctor gave me. I believe it proper to make use of 
the mesins put into our hands, yet I often fear we are ^ 
placing^too much dependance on physicians. I have 
long been striving to turn my back on this world 
and its allurements: for we have abundant testimony 
on record that wisdom's ways are ways of pleasant- 
ness, and all her paths are peace. Then why should 
we be cleaving to diis world, the fashion and beauty 
whereof fadeth away. mother^ I am welj assured 
that the love of the world is but the working of the 
adversary; and I often fear that it gets the better of 
some well-meaning minds. Oh! may this not be the 
case with me. May we all put on the wedding gar- 
ment, and go -up unto the marriage-supper of ihe 
I^ambf for it is prepared for all that are willing to 
forsake the evil of their ways, and to have their own 
selfish wills brought into subjection to that which is 
Divine. Then indeed shall we know an advancement 
heaven-rwards, and be enabled to sing a hew song up- 
on the banks of deliverance, where the Lamb for- 
ever reigns. 

Dear Sister,— r . i 

. Thinking yoju wpuld like to. hear from nsi, I 
undertake the ta«k| though it occasions a good deal 
8» 
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of pain in my breast Mother reached home this 
day week, and we were aH glad to see her. I have 
beeii taking medicine for six weeks, — and have been 
bled twice, without any apparent relief, save from 
a blister that afforded a little while it kept runnings 
I expect to have another on when the doctor comes. 
These things seem' hard to our nature, but I endea- 
vour to bear ^1 with fortitude; for truly this cham- 
ber of affliction has been sweetened by the presence 
of Jehovah. I find him to be the dearest friend I 
have; and my mind enjoys a peaceful caiih beyond 
description; but the suffering I have gone tbrough ip 
attain this peace, no nwrtal knows: but there is no 
other way than through suffering; even^the blessed 
Jesus was made perfect through suffering. And can 
we expect to obtain that happy state which he said 
was prepared from the foundation of the world, un- 
less we tread the same path, and drink -the same cup 
that he drank of? Surely, no. If we reign with him 
in his kingdom, we must suffer with hini: though 
some appear to suffer much more than others. I do 
not know that I have ever once wished that this hea- 
vy affliction had not been sent, for I see in' it the 
goodness of God; and as 1 never expect to receive 
any good thing from any other source, I shall endea- 
vour to submit to his wise disposal. He knows what 
is best for us; and if we are faithful in the little, more 
will be added unto it 

If it should please the divine Master to restore me* 
to health, I hope I may be truly thankful ; and if not, 
may I be enabled to attain th^t resignation which I 
have long been seeking for. And, dear sister, when 
thou art admitted as in * presenee-ehamber with thy 
God, intercede for me; for indeed my prayein have 
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often ascended to the throng of grace oji thy behalf; 
and not only for thee, but for the whole human fa- 
mily. 

Brick m^etirtg'house, ith mo, llth, 1833. 

BIsTEEMED Friend, — 

It is sorrowful to see so many of our promis- 
ing young people of the present day, spending their 
precious time in those delights that are only capable 
of pleasing the carnal mind, without affording peace 
and consolation when called upon to give an account 
of the deeds done in these bodies. But Oh! I hope 
better things of thee; and my desires and supplica- 
tions to the throne of grace are, that thou mayst be 
gathered from all outward forms and ceremonies un- 
to the true church, which is built up of living stones 
and cemented together with the love of Christ Mayst 
thou seek the Lord for thy portion, and the God of 
Jacob for the lot of thy inheritance, now in the day 
of prosperity, so that if the hour of adversity should 
overtake thee, thou wilt have a sure hiding place and 
covert from the storm. Blessed be his holy name, he 
has sweetened the chamber of affliction with his good- 
ness;, for which may my heart bow in humble adora- 
tion before his holy footstool. No doubt thou hast 
felt, and wilt experience a language like this more and 
more to flow through thy heart, as thou art willing to 
have thy own will brought into subjection to the cross 
of Christ Then, and not till then,, wilt thou know 
an advancement heaven-wards^ Though the waves 
may at times run high, and the tempest gather around 
thy head, and seem to threaten thy destruction; yet 
all this is necessary for thy refinement: and if thou 
art Cstithful in that which is required of thee, the Lord 



d by Google 



92 

can and will lull the waves to rest, and say to the 
tempest, Peace, be still. 

If thou art likely to receive any benefit from these 
lines, preserve them as a memorial of one who has 
often been led to crave thy preservation and advance- 
ment in that path which will lead to those mansions 
of rest that are reserved for the pure in heart 

Ann AsK£\y. 



Thy very acceptable letter of 27th of 4th month, 
came duly to hand, and should have been replied to 
sopner, had not sickness prevented. My health has 
been on the decline for the last nine months. I had 
been under the care of a physician at home for three 
months, and when a little better, he wished me to go 
to Wilmington, and spend a few weeks among my 
relations. I had been there but a short time till I was 
taken so much worse that my friends thought proper 
to call in A physician, who pronounced my complaint 
an affection of the lungs. I was reduced so low that 
to those around me life seemed nearly extinct. I re- 
mained there six weeks; during which time I rode 
out four times. Thus, the pleasure of enjoying the so- 
ciety of my friends, was confined to the narrow limits 
of the sick room. As it is a disease that is seldom 
cured, I hope I may give up. with full resignation of 
heart to Him who knows what is best And may I 
bear with patient^e whatever trials assail me whilst 
on earth, so that when the soul becomes disrobed of 
its earthly mantle, it may be prepared to soar to its 
native home. 
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Deah Friend, — 

Thy very acceptable letter dated some months 
past, came duly to hand, and should have been replied 
to sooner, but sickness, sometimes very severe, pre- 
vented my writing. Two weeks ago I experienced 
the ^eatest suffering I ever felt in my life^ and had 
it continued much longer, this body must have sunk 
under it I have been six months under the care of 
physicians, without receiving much benefit; but my 
mind has, for the most of the time, enjoyed that peace 
which the world cannot give, neither can it take away. 
A degree of Divine love has also flowed through my 
heart toward all my friends and acquaintance; many 
of whom, I fear, are wandering upon the barren 
mountains, or floating on the waves, without any pi- 
lot to guide tiieir bark in safety on the wide oceaa of 
time. Oh ! that I Were the happy (though unworthy) 
instrument in the Divine hand to draw one soul unto 
the true Shepherd, who will cause his sheep to lie 
down in green pastures beside the still waters. 

O my dear friend, forsake the fashions and customs 
of this delusive world; for assured I- am, they can 
give no real pleasure, but are as the empty bubbles 
floating on a summer^s sea, which pass away with the 
slightest breeze. So it is with fashion: we follow it 
in all its fancied glory, till something seems to speak 
within, and say that all is not as it should be. The im- 
mortal soul then wants something substantial to feed 
upon; it takes no pleasure in outward things; and 
when the poor body is laid on a bed of sickness, the 
world seems as a blank; and the soul groansfor a 
saviour's hand ta bring it out of the many difficulties 
into which it has been plunged by giving way to 
temptations of various kinds. Ann Askew. 
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To the memory of Hannah Morris, xoho died at 
Philadelphia the ^\st of2ird month j 1792. 

Ere from mine eye was wipM the funeral tear, 
That o'er a sister's closing grave was shed, 

Another solemn call of death I hea^r. 

In the lov'd friend, thus numbered with the dead. 

Midst such repeated wounds, such heart-felt pain, 
Mingled with, feeble nature's swift decline. 

No humaa springs of comfort can sustain,— 
No power, but power Almighty and Divine. 

Sufficient this for evel*y stroke, we feel, 
This richly can each human loss supply, — 

Give weakness, strength, — ^the woUnds of sorrow^ 
heal. 
When all the shallow streams on earth are dry. 

Ah ! dear, belov'd companion of my way, 

Friend of my youth, and partner of my heart, . 

Where friendship could its healing balm convey. 
And soul to soul its inmost thoughts impart 

But tho' unerring Wisdom, all divine. 

Has veiled from sight the object of my love; 

Ne'er from my heart while memory shall be mine. 
Thy deep-fix'd image ev6r will remove. 

Here, the few sands that in the glass remain. 
With momentary speed are wing'd for flight: 

Oh ! may we meet beyond this scene of pain. 
Where broken bands, forever shall unite. 

Then the soft union shall again rejoin. 
By ties immortal, on Canaan's shore; 

And our sweet friendship, lasting and Divine, 
S}iall fed the separating wound no more, 
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While hope, this blissful period can survey, 

A debt remains, to thy lovM memory due; 
(Perhaps the last my trembling hand shall pay,) 

When thus thy fair example, we review. - 
In watchful walking, with a soul resigaM, 

She cheerful shar'd the sympathetic part; 
Her courteous mien and sanctity of miad, 

Warm'd with benevolence, her feeling heart 
Though sad declension oft she would deplore, 

Yet cautious still, and fearful to offend; 
Her gentle breast the silent sorrow bore 

And mourned for follies,-^past her reach to mend. 
Her piety was silent and sincere. 

Known to her God, — ^and to her God aspirM; 
Far from the busy life, the public sphere, 

Her humble dwelling, in the vale retirM. 
'Twas here she kept the path of duty plain, 

'Twas here she lent the generous, kind supply; 
Pour'd healing balm to sooth affliction's pain, 

And wip'd the tear from hidden sorrow's eye. 
My dear belovM, — on earth enjoy'd as mine, 

Tho' now to sight and sense enjoy'd no more. 
To God alone, my frjend I can resign, 

Tillhis own goodness shall the gift restore; 

In those blest climes where living pleasures flow, 

Unmix'd with frailty, nor by death destroy 'd; 
'Tis here thy bright, immortal soul shall glow. 

By God perfected, and in him enjoyM. 
This glorious prospect cheers the mourner's way, 

This glorious prospect teaches to resign; 
Thus the pure being triumphs o'er decays 

And spirits centre into life Divine. 
1792 Hannah Grifpitts. 
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Reflections. 
We ai*e passing through a disordered world: that 
is, the state of mankind as social, intelligent beings, 
is far below the standard of perfection and happiness 
intended for them by perfect Wisdom and Goodness. 
What then is the part for us to act, or the path for 
us to pursue, in our journey through the wilderness 
of this world, so as to contribute our part of the la- 
bour necessary to make this wilderness " as the gar- 
den of the Lord V^ It is admitted that every mem- 
ber of the rational family of mankind is endued with 
a gift or talents to be occupied and improved, accord- 
ing to the circumstances and sphere of action irx which 
he or she may be placed. The right employment of 
our time and talents is, therefore,^ subject of the ut- 
most importance to our well-being in this life, and 
our hopes of happiness in the life to come. To the 
attentive mind, its daily duty will be opened by the 
light of Truth; and all its business will be found to 
consist in faithful obedience to the manifested will 
of Heaven. So shall all its works tend, firstly, to its 
own peace and furtherance in the way of life and 
happiness; and secondly, to promote the reformation 
of the present disorganized state of society, or the 
melioration and improvement of the condition of the 
human family. Thus also, when our round of pro- 
bation shall terminate, we may leave the world with 
the consciousness of not having made it any worse: 
and if we see not the success of our labours for im- 
proving it, we may at least have (Contributed our part 
towards preparing the way for the next generation of 
the faithful to advance the work of truth and righte- 
ousness amongst mankind; by which alone their per- 
fection and happiness can be promoted. 
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Na 3.] THIRD MONTH, 1838. [Vol. XI. 

MEMOIRS 

Of the Life and Travels of Sarau Harrison, l^ite 

of Philadelphia f deceased, 

INTRODUCTION. 

In preparing for publication the following Memoirs of Sarah Har- 
riBon's life and travels, we have.been aware of the sentiment alluded 
to by Job Scott, that ** some think there are Journals enough print- 
ed.** But, with him, we likewise can say we have no ^ idea that so 
many were or would be published, as to render any more useless.*' 
We are rather of the mind, with Greorge Dillwyn,that ** the Journals 
of inous persons are some of the safest writings that can be put into 
the hands of young people, though they may contain little more than 
a recital of the ways in which those worthies were led, and the diffi. 
culties which, by a simple attention and obedience to their heavenly 
Guide, they surmounted. They are, however, not tikely to be very 
interesting to any but such as have their feet, in some degree, turn, 
ed into the same way. If to those who seek more fer amusement 
than instruction, they are insipid, it is because they invite tp a path 
which persons of that class are more inclined to avoid than to tra 
vel" 

As Sarah Harrison kept no regular Journal, the accounts here pre- 
seated, have been gleaned from her letters and detached memoran- 
dums. Her literary acquirements i^ppear to have been very limited, 
and her hand-writing often scarcely legible; but the energies and 
dedication of her mind, may in some degree Se discovered, by the 
brief narratives and reflections which she occasionally penned. Th^ 
way in which she was led, and some of ** the difficulties which, by 
a simple attention and obedience to her heavenly Guide, she sur- 
mounted,** may be interesting to some who ** have their feet in some 
degree turned into the same path.** Should this be the case, the 
labour of gathering up these fragments will be in some measure 
answered. 

Vol. XI.— 9 
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Sarah Harrison, daughter, of Rowland Richardi^ 
of Lower Providence, then Chester, now Delaware 
county, Pennsylvania, was born in or about the year 
1748. Her natural disposition was rather volatile, 
by reason of which, and the habits of lightness and 
vanity incident to unthinking youth, she underwent 
much suffering and mental conflict, before she became 
willing to yield to manifested duty. Of the eaxly pe- 
riod of her life she afterward made these remarks: . 

" In my^ youthful days, I gave way to things that 
proved a snare to me, and caused me many sorrow- 
ful days and nights, yea, months and years, before I 
witnessed reconciliation with my God; and I now 
stand as a monument of his mercy. All unrighteous- 
ness is sin^ and the wages of sin is. death. This I 
know by sorrowful experience; for it brought death 
upon the innocent life of God in my heart, and made 
me a long wilderness travel. I too lightly^ esteemed 
the early visitations of God to my soul, until I be- 
came somewhat like the deaf adder that would not 
hear the voice of the charmer, though he charmed 
ever so sweetly." 

" But in these my young years, when I was flying 
away as upon the wings of vanity, the Lord w^as 
pleased to meet with me in a narrow place, where I 
saw there was no way for me to escape his righteous 
judgments, either here or hereafter. I was led deep- 
ly and awfully to consider the woeful consequence 
of my sins being brought to judgment after death. 
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where there was no remedy; and I was made willing 
to bear his indignation, because I knew I had sinned 
against him many a time, though in what the world 
calls little things, yet I was convinced they were 
great enough to exclude me from the Divine presence 
forever, if I did not repent, and endeavour lo walk 
more circumspectly. I can with thankfulness say, 
that the awful impressions that were then made on 
my mind, have never been erased: no; they were too 
deep for any blast of temptation to blow away." 

" Having thus been visited with the judgments of 
the Lord for disobedience and transgression, altho', 
blessed be his great name, they were mixed with 
adorable mercy; and having thus tasted of the terrors 
of the Lord for sin, suffer me to exhort the dfear youth 
to watch and he «ober, — ^to stand In awe, and sin not; 
that so you may escape the righteous indignation of 
God, which will be revealed sooner or later against 
all the vanities of tiiis wicked and deceitful world.'' 

About the twentieth year of her age she was mar- 
ried to ThomaS; Harrison, of the city of Philadelphia. 
In her domestic department, she was industrious, 
managing and neat; as a friend and neighbour, kind 
and obliging; of extensive charity and tender feeling 
toward the poor and needy, many of whom received 
daily supplies from her hand. Her house for many 
years was an asylum for the oppressed, especially the 
people of colour; her husband being a warm and in- 
defatigable advocate for their emancipation and im- 
provement 

She had ten children, most of whom died in their 
infancy, and only two of that number lived to be 
men. Those only who have witnessed the trial of 
parting with their tender offspring in the dayn of 



d by Google 



100 MEMOIRS OF 

their innocence, can fully enter into the feelings of 
the fond parent on such occasions. 

She had a lively and acceptable gift in the minis- 
try, and was much concerned for tJie prosperity of 
Truth, and the welfare of society. For this purpose 
she was frequently engaged in religious visits, of 
which she sometimes made memorandums. 

About the beginning of 'the 9th month, 1787, she 
left home, in company with Lydia Hoskins and Nor- 
ris Jones, on a religious visit to the southern states; 
of which she says, " On t)ur way we were at Lam- 
peter meeting, in which Lydia Hoskins was favour- 
ed with strength to warn the unruly, and stir up the 
pure mind in some of the careless. Next day we were 
at the week-day meeting at Lancaster, in which seve- 
ral Friends who were in company with us had good 
service. Having let in discouragements, by the im- 
prudence of others, I passed through several meet- 
ings in silence, and left them burdened in mind: but 
, at length gave up to be willing to do what I could; 
^nd blessed be the name of the everlasting Counsel- 
lor, he has been a guide to my perplexed thoughts, 
and a cordial to my dejected spirits. — ^I have seen 
light rise out of obscurity, and darkness to become 
as the noon-day. Although f'have not had much to 
say, and what has been given me has sometimes been 
very close, yet I believe it has been well taken, and 
I have therein found peace.'' 

Sarah Harrison appears to have been one who 
thought so much of dreams as frequently to repeat 
them to others. And as those who lay much stress 
on dreams, as omens, or Divine communications, are 
very liable to fall into a habit of making interpreta- 
tions, either of their own sleeping imaginations, or 
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of the dreams of others related to them — so S. Har- 
rison was sometimes subjected to trouble and unhap- 
piness arising from this (too often) imaginary source. 
Very soon after ©he had set out on this concern to 
make a religious Tisit to the southern states, a letter 
was imprudently sent after her that afflieted her very 
much; so that she had thoughts of returning home 
immediately. On which occasion she \vrote thus: 
^ The state of my mind was such as could not be de- 
scribed; but this I may say, that the enemy magnified 
himself, and rejoiced over me, insinuating that I 
could do God no service, and was also running my 
husband to great expense to no purpose. So I thought 
best for me to gahome, and mentioned it to my com- 
panion in the evening, intending the next morning 
to return home, if i;iy mitkd was not more composed; 
and which I, believe I should have done, had not the 
sun of righteousness arisen and dispelled the cloud, 
giving me to see that it was the avork of the enemy 
to lay waste, and discourage me from attending to 
Bfiy duty; and the letter that I had received was but 
a messenger of satan sent to buffet me.^' To which 
«he adds this salutary wish, " Oh! that Friends would 
be eareful how they put forth a finger, at such tim^s, 
to unsettle 'the minds of those who are under suob 
weighty exercises]'* 

Much of this trouble, it seems, wbs occasioned by 
teUfng a dream; and a friend shortly after wrote to 
her, «aying, " I was sorry to hear thou opened that 
dream before thou left home; eispecially as it turned 
out to afflict thee so much, I thought without a eause.^' 
To which this cautionary wish may be added. Oh! 
that Friends would be careful how they suffer their 
minds to be influenced by dreams, «o as to lay too 
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much stress on them; inasmuch as they often arise 
from a state of indisposition, either of body or mind, 
that prevents sound and tranquil sleep. And Oh! 
that such as have dreams may be guarded against a 
habit of frequently telling them to others, and giving 
or inviting interpretations of them, that may oftener 
diminish than increase their own happiness, and the 
comfort of their credulous friends. 

From some imperfect sketches of this journey, and 
reflections which she penned, the following has been 
collected: 

" We had meetings at Middle Creek, Back Creek, 
Bear Garden and other places, and so on taking meet- 
ings through Virginia, till we came to the Yearly 
Meeting in North Carolina held at Centre; which be- 
gan the 27th of 10th month. Here I felt much exer- • 
cise of mind,with desires that I might be clothed with 
the whole armour of light, so that I may know what 
to do and what to leave undone. Here are a large 
number of professors, but the life of religion appeara 
to be very low. There is need of skilful workmen 
that can divide aright; and Oh! that the great Master 
may be pleased to anoint and re-anoint my eyes, so 
that I may not see men as trees, but in their perfect 
shapes, and be favoured with strength to speak the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth." 

*^ After the Yearly Meeting, we attended New 
Garden monthly meeting, also had meetings at Deep* 
river, Springfield, Marlborough, Providence, and to 
the Quarterly meeting at Cane Creek. Here we met 
with William Jackson and Warner Mifflin, — Charity 
Cook and Rebecca Fincher. The subject of holding 
mankind ^ slaves came, weightily before this meet- 
ingy and a committee was appointed to visit all such 
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as have slaves, and if they continue to disregard the 
wholesome advice of the body, monthly meetings 
were directed to disui^ite them. Warner Mifflin went 
to attend the Assembly of North Carolina with a 
well-written petition from the Yearly Meeting.'' 

" Thence taking meetings on the way we reached 
Wrightsborough, in Georgia, where we spent about 
four weeks and visited many of the families of Friends. 
Went thence to Bush river, in South Carolina, where 
we spent about a month visiting families and meet- 
ings.'' 

While at Bush river, Sarah Harrison was several 
days very ill of a cholic, and said she thought her 
companions would have to leave her to lay her bones 
at Bush river. " This," says Norris Jones in a me- 
morandum kept by him, <^ was a close trial of our 
faith. To be taken sick from home, is very trying 
indeed; but to be called from works to rewards, even 
to the righteous, is very close work; what then must 
it be to those who are unprepared! May I improve 
by every memento of this kind, which is in unerr- 
ing wisdom permitted; — that so when that solemn 
charge is sent to my habitation. Steward give up thy 
stewardship; for thou mayest be steward no longer, — 
I may be ready." Sarah Harrison adds: " When 
we left Bush river, it was a solemn parting with 
Friends of that neighbourhood. That peace which 
passeth all human understanding was felt, so that I 
thought it a full compensation for all I had passed 
through." 

In this journey from Bush river to Charleston, 
they travelled about one hundred and sixty miles. — 
Norris Jones says, <^ The second night we reached a 
little cabin^ where one bed was procured ibr Sarah 



d by Google 



104 « MEMOmS OF 

Harrison and Lydia Hoskins; I with one friend slept 
in the wagon; the rest slept in the woods. The next 
night our fare was no better — and the third we could 
get but one bed for the women, the rest of us slept 
on the floor. But we travelled in much unity, carry- 
ing our provisions with lis.'' 

" In the beginning of the 3rd mo., 1788," says S. 
Harrison, "we reached Charleston, being accompanied 
by Isaac Cook and John Wilson, appointed by Bush 
river monthly meeting to visit the few Friends in 
Charleston, concerning their being joined to that 
meeting, agreeable to the direction of the Yearly and 
Quarterly meeting. A few young men, but no female 
members, reside in Charleston. In this town we tar- 
ried about four weeks, and had many meetings; most 
of which were laborious*, exercising times, yet I4rust 
they ended well, though several were silent, in others 
the power of Truth was felt to be above every other 
power. Great has been the oppressio^^ we have felt 
here; the gospel truths we have had to deliver being 
so repugnant to the disposition of the minds of most 
of the inhabitants, who, like many others, love ease, 
and don't want their false rests disturbed. They say 
much against «lave-holding; all we have conversed 
with agree that it is not right to hold their fellow- 
creatures in bondage, and wish they were all free, 
declaring that they are only a burden to them. But 
when any thing is said to promote .their freedom, 
they soon turn and say they are n;ot fit for freedom, 
because they are such poor helpless creatures. But 
Oh! that God may be pleased to hasten the coming 
of that day when the eyes of them that see shall not 
be dim, and the eats of them that bear shall hearken 
to his inspeaking voice/' 
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^^ 3rd mo. 27th. Yesterday Was at a small meeting 
in Charleston, when the states of those present were 
laid open before them, I trust in a clear light, though 
not with enticing words of man's wisdom. I often 
think I am one of the most stammering speech of any 
that ever were sent forth on such an errand. May 
he that promised to be with the mouth of Moses, be 
with me at all times, especially when engaged in his 
cause, and teach me what I shall say, is the desire of 
my heart; that so his great name may be exalted, and 
■self may be abased in me." 

" Although the Lord has been pleased at times to 
lead me through the valley and shadow of death, yet 
there has been times when I could sing praises to his 
name, and extol him that rideth upon the heavens. — 
But notwithstanding I have been favoured at times 
to taste and see the fruit of the vallies, I have not 
been exempted fromVinter's pinching cold, and sum- 
mer's scorching heat; insomuch that at seasons, it 
seemed as if this earthly tabernacle must be dissolved: 
but these trials were removed when the sun of right- 
eousness arose as with healing under his wings." 

From Charleston they went by way of Pedee, Core 
Sound, Newbern, Contentney, Jack Swamp, Hich 
Square, and to the Yearly Meeting held at Black- 
water in Virginia- Thence back to North Carolina^ 
and after visiting the remaining meetings there, re- 
turned to Virginia. Norris Jones says, " We have 
been engaged in visiting slave-holders in the verge 
of Black-water monthly meeting, and have the satis- 
faction to see the labour blessed, so that near fifty of 
that oppressed people were manumitted in our pre- 
sence. The power of Truth was livingly felt in many 
of these opportunities to our humbling admiration." 
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Norris Jones also gives the following account of 
their visits to slave-holders in N. Carolina and Vir- 
nia — ^^ 6th mo. 6th. At Piney-woods meeting, which 
was large, Sarah Harrison had close work, and again 
touched on slave-holding. In the afternoon, we met 
by accident a Friend who held twenty-three slaves. 
The subject was seriously gone into; and he, being 
reached by the power of Truth, was prevailed upon 
to manumit them, to the rejoicing of the hearts of 
many, and to the peace of his own mind." 

7th. We had a close, searching opportunity witlf 
E. W. about his slaves, and left him to consider of 
it Thence went to J. Newby's — ^he, his wife, and 
sister manumitted two slaves. 

8th. At Old Neck naeeting, which was very large. 
Thomas Saint, Lydia Hoskins and Sarah Harrison 
appeared in testimony; the last in a most singular, 
close, searching manner to the foremost rank. After 
dinner, had a memorable time with the slave-holders. 
After charging and silencing one Friend who held 
sixteen, the power of Truth so fastened on him, that 
the devil was cast out by prayer and fasting; and, af- 
ter a time of silence, he gave up freely — and two 
other persons also set four free. 

9 th. We had a full opportunity with a widow and 
family where we lodged, and some of her neigh- 
bours. The power of Truth being present, her son 
set his two negroes free. From thence to J. N's, and 
his brother set four negroes at liberty. 

10th. Went to see a slave-holder, and had an op- 
portunity of four hoursf — and we left him a slave- 
holder. I wrote two manumissioni^for ten, and left 
with him in hope he would sign them. Next day at 
Old Neck week-day meeting, S. H. had close, search- 
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ing Work again; dined at Thomas Saint's; Siftefward 
called at J. J's, afid- he manumitted ten negroes. The 
day following, after attending Piney-woods week* 
day meeting, we went to see a slave-holder, who^ 
after much labour with him, manumitted his three 
slaves. • 

1 3th. We visited five families; four of whom were 
slave^'holders; and close searching work we had with 
them. One Friend and his wife manumitted five 
slaves. It hath been a laborious week; but we have 
cause to believe the power of the Most High hath 
been with. us, even to the pulling down of the strong 
holds which sin and satan have made. We have now 
finished in North Carolina. 

14th. Set out for Virginia, accompanied by a num- 
ber of Friends; and next day were kt Somerton meet- 
ing. Next morning, parting with our kind Carolina 
Mends, we went to Johnson's meeting; sat in silence 
about two hours, a laborious exercising time ! then 
Sarah Harrison spoke about one hour, to the arous- 
ing of some, I hope. May it fasten as a nail in a sure 
place. Thence to Black Creek and Stanton meetings. 
Much expectation after words. Akfs! how few are 
acquainted with true, silent waiting, in this, called 
gospel day! I was taken w;ith a chill in meeting, fol- 
lowed by a smart fever; but could say witk David, 
^^ Thy rod and thy staflT, they comfort me." My dear 
friend, S. Harrison, came into the room where I was 
and sat down in solemn, awful silence; in which she 
felt the spirit of prayer, and in a solemn manner in- 
terceded on behalf of those who had left every thin^ 
near and dear in this life, for the Truth's sake; and 
that the afflicted might have a few moi*e years added, 
to do the work assigned him. My (^up was made to 
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overflow, in reflecting on the goodness of God. I con- 
tinued unwell for several days; some of the time my 
mind was much tossed, and I felt, as it were, the 
mountains of sin and iniquity, which I saw could not 
inherit the kingdom of 6od; and even those things 
that we may compare to a grasshopper, were felt to 
be a burden too heavy to bear. But blessed beT:he 
name of Israel's God, he did not forsake me; and this 
trying dispensation, I believe, was for the furtherance 
of my faith, love and patience. May I ever remem- 
ber, that it is the humble he teacheth of his ways. 

22hd.' I was well enough to go with a committee 
of the monthly meeting of Black-water, appointed to 
visit slave-holders. We visited four; one of whom 
manumitted one slave, after hard, laborious work. 
Next day, we went with said committee, and visited 
a man and his wife who held seven slaves— a search- 
ing time it was! Sarah Harrison appeared in awfiil 
supplication, and prayed that the key which opened 
the heart of Lydia, might be permitted to open the 
heart of the woman Friend present ; which was 
granted, and she united with her husband in setting 
their slaves at liberty. I said in my heart, miracles 
have not ceased. Blessed be the name of God ; and 
may he have the praise of his own work! — In the 
afternoon, we had a hard, laborious opportunity with 
I. W,. which lasted several hours. A manumission 
was written for his slaves, but he would not sign it: 
although he was fully convinced, yet the power of 
darkness kept him bound. We took our leave of him 
and went to J. Bailey's to lodge. 

24th. This morning the above friend, I. W. came 
on foot to our lodgings, having had no rest; he brought 
the manumission and signed it, liberating four slaves. 



d by Google 



SARAH BARKISON. 109 

A humbling time it wa»;«— the power of Truth over- 
idiadowed us; Sarah Harrisod appeared in supplica- 
tion, — and we parted with feelings of mutual joy. 
Then we went to N. J^s. Tte naost hardened spirit 
appeared in him, that we have met with. Sarah and 
myself laboured with him in a very close manner; 
but his heart appeared to be as hard as Pharaoh's: he 
declared he would not sign the manumission. So we 
left him, and rode to M. Baily's, fifteen miles; where 
we lodged. Next morning, he set twenty-two free. 
We then went back to N. J's to try him once more; 
but on our first seeing him, he appeared as determin- 
ed against it as before, and said he would not do it 
We said a good deal to him, as we sat in the wagon, 
and his wife desired he would set his slaves free. At 
length, the power of the Highest softened his hard 
heart;^ — he came and gave me his hand, and was bro- 
ken, even to weeping. He asked us into his house, 
and we went in with him; He then got the manu- 
mission and signed it; and truly it was a memora- 
ble time; such as I never saw. Saral^ Harrison ap- 
peared in awful supplication: the devil was cast out, 
and he was broken, as it were, all to pieces, and shed 
many tears; as did most or all present. 

2eth. We called to see a young woman who holds 
slaves, it being the second visit to her. But she would 
not give them up; and appeared to be one of the most 
hardened persons we had talked with on the subject. 
Next day we had a full opportunity with a widow 
who held slaves. She desired I would write a manu- 
mission; but did not choose to sign it, till her son 
saw it We also had an opportunity with a man who 
holds about twenty. He said he hoped he should see 
the evil of the practice. So, after being honest with 
Vol. XI.— 10 
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them, we left them, and went toward Burleigh. On 
our way, we lodged with a slave-holder, who appear- 
ed determined to hold them at all events* 

Thence, taking divers meetings on our way, we 
came to Skimino, where we met with a young man^ 
a Friend, who held eleven slaves. We had a satisfac- 
tory opportunity with him,«nd he signed manumis- 
sions for them all, from a sense of religious duty. 
Not long after, we visited a widow who was a slave- 
holder; and* after a laborious searching opportunity, 
she manumitted eleven negroes. Next day, we had 
an opportunity with this widow's son and her grand- 
daughter, on the subject of holding slaves;— but alas! 
they set more store by the negroes than by their 
right in society i The day following we spent five 
hours with S. P. and hid wife, steadily, on the sub- 
ject of slavery. Being favoured with the calming in- 
fluence of our heavenly Father's love, they manifest^ 
ed more coolness than common. At length, the pow- 
er of Truth prevailed, and the wife to whom they 
belonged, gave up cheerfully, and they manumitted 
seventeen. 

In the latter end of the 7th month, we set out from 
Genito, to visit slave-holders. First, to a place where 
the wife was willing, but her dark-spirited husband 
would not comply. Thence to his brother's, who af- 
ter much labour, set two slaves free. We then visit- 
ed several Friends who hold slaves^ but it amounted 
to little more than breaking their false peace. Next 
day we called to see four Friends, slave-holders; and 
two of them set eighteen free. But one of them, a 
widow, like Lot's wife, looked back, and wanted the 
papers given up." 

At Curies in Virginia, Sarah Harrison thus re- 
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marks: "I may with thankfulness say that I have been 
wonderfully favoured with health for three months 
past, and the Lord hath been graciously pleased to 
strengthen my inner man. May patience have its 
perfect work in me. I can with gratitude say, I be- 
lieve the arm of God's salvation has been made bare 
for our preservation thus far." 

After taking many more meetings in Virginia, they 
cam&into Maryland, and were at Indiah Spring, Bal- 
timore, and divers other places, on their return to 
their outward habitations, which they reached about 
the end of the 8tb month, 1788, 



Sarah Harrison^ s account of a family visit at 
Indian Springs Baltimore^ Gunpowder j fyc. 

6th month 7th, 1789. At Baltimore, attended the 
select meeting yesterday, and two public meetings to* 
day at the court-house, which were well conducted. 
Peter Yarnall and Wm.' Savery had good service in 
them both. Thcjre is to be one at the same place to- 
morrow morning, and another at the meeting-house. 
At the close of these, meetings, the business of the 
Yearly Meeting will be opened. 

14th. To-morrow I expect to leave Baltimore for 
Sandy Spring, to visit such families as I may feel a 
draft for — ^whether in membership or not. I wish to 
stand resigned to the Lord's will in all things. I 
know he is able to m^ke hard things easy, and bitter 
things sweet, and in him I trust I have been much 
shut up since I came to Baltimore, and have . had 
some deep baptisms, no doubt intended for my rei 
finement 
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We accordingly attended the monthly meeting ^ 
Sandy Spring, and I opened nay concern to visit the 
£ftmilies-^which was united with, and^ a committee 
appointed. On seventh-day, the 20th, in company 
with John Cowman, Hannah Hopkins, John Brown 
and John McKim, we made a beginning — and visit- 
e4 all those at the Clifts who lay any plaim to our 
principles — had also three public meetings among 
them to as much satisfaction as could be expected. 
They are indeed like sheep scattered upon the moun- 
tains, having none to watch over them but the Shep- 
herd of Israel. 

7th mo. 2ith. We have been closely engaged for 
five weeks in visiting families within the limits of 
Indian Spring monthly meeting. It is a very moun- 
tainous country, the roads very bad, and Friends live 
a great way apart; so that it took us longer than we 
eitp^cted. We rode about five hundred miles, and 
visited seventy families, besides attending twelve 
meetings. To-morrow we expect to make a begin- 
ning here at Baltimore, with Evan Thomas who has 
got a minute from his monthly meeting for that pur- 
pose. After various trying seasons, the visit was ac- 
complished, and in the 8th month we went to Gun- 
powder; where our labour was extended to niany 
families who had been disowned, and marvellous it 
was to see the openness and tenderness manifest 
among these. So that we have been sonply rewarded 
for giving up to visit them. Commenced visiting ■ 
families at Baltimore, but the chariot wheels seepned 
to run heavily. Felt myself very poor and weak, 
so as at times to be almost ready to desert the cause, 
lest I should bring reproach on the Truth. 

Wrote home as follows: I think much about my 
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dear children, desiring tbey may be preserved from 
evil, and kept out of the streets as much as possible, 
for there is nothing of good to be learned there; and 
evil communications corrupt good manners. May 
you remember, dear children, that you must give ac- 
count to Him that made you, for every idle word 
you speak; and that there is nothing that worketh 
abomination or maketh a lie, that shall ever be able 
to enter into the kingdom of heaven. My dear chil- 
dren, I am afraid there is a cause for my writing in 
this manner. See to it; for that which is done in se- 
cret, shall be brought to light The Lord will not 
acquit the wicked, nor let the guilty go unpunished. 
So partake not with them in their sins, lest you also 
partake with them in their plagues; but come out 
from amongst; them, my children; and wash you, 
make you clean, put away the evil of your doings; 
and I will receive you, saith the Lord, Now, my 
sons, if sinners entice you, consent not; but if you 
have sinned, do so no more, and seek to know th^ 
God of your father and'mother. If you seek him, he 
will be found of you, but if you forsake him he will 
cast you off forever. May this, my dear lambs, never 
be your unhappy lot, is the fervent desire of your 
poor mother that is travelling up and down for the 
good of others, leaving you tq the care and protect 
tion of Him who cared for me, when I had neither 
father nor mother to watch over me. He was pleas- 
ed to visit my soul when very young with his day- 
spring from on high; he preserved me in the hburs 
of strong temptation, and kept me fW>m falling into 
the snares of the enemy. Oh! may living praises h$ 
ascribed unto his worthy name by me and mine for-i 
ever and ever, saith my sotd. 
10* 
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I have no greater joj than to see my ohildren walk 
in the Truth f and O, my dear husband, may thy at- 
tention be turned toward them, looking for strength 
to enable thee to lay hands on wrong things, both in 
thy own and others, in the meekness of wisdom — 
taking the little foxes that hurt the tender vine; for 
of a truth, our vine hath tender grapes. Little things 
in the day of yisitation, hurts the tender buddings of 
Truth in the mind. The beloved youth feel conviction 
in their minds, even when they see that we who are 
fathers and mothers appear to have no scruples in ours, 
but are inclined to lean toward the fashions and cus^ 
toms of the world, endeavouring to gratify the lust 
of the eye in o^rs. Thus our own children will be 
taken in the snare, and we shall not have strength 
to reprove them for it, nor to place judgment upon 
wrong things in them in the authority of Truth. I feel 
an uncommon concern for the children, and wish we 
may do nothing to weaken our hands; for I see the 
time is coming when we shall need strength to say 
to our o&pring, follow us as we have followed Christ; 
and there is no way to obtain it but by being diligent 
in business, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. 

After a beginning made in the family visit, the 
way closed up so that we could not proceed. So we 
attended th§ monthly meeting, and produced pur 
certificates, but had no strength to open any thing 
further. Some Friends were appointed to accompany 
US: — but a dark cloud seemed to hang over us, and 
some very close trials came upon us, through which 
we laboured as Truth opened th6 way in a line of 
plain dealing. 

On bluing the soirowful account of the disath of our 
dear adopted daughter,Sarah WilUams,wiieof Charle# 
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Williams, which was the greatest shock I have met^ 
with for a long time, the langulige occuired, "Weep 
not for me, but weep for yourselves and your chil- 
dren." May dear Charles be enabled to refrain his 
voice from weeping and his eyes from tears. His loss 
will be amply made up as he submits in resignation 
to the wDl of Him who knows best what is best for 
us, and for the church, and is able not only to strip 
her of the ornaments with which he hath been pleased 
to adorn her,, but also to raise up others to supply their 
places. May a double portion of her spirit rest on him 
and on his dear little girl, is the fervent desire of my 
mind. Dear Sarah hath been the subject of my thoughts 
almost every day for several weeks, while we have 
been visiting families; and often in the course of my 
testimonies, I have had to mention her zeal for the 
honour of Truth at so early a period of her life, tho' 
she laboured under many difficulties and discourage- 
ments. Many trying circumstances of her life were 
brought t9 my remembrance, as well as her growth 
and experience in the work of religion, and at what 
age her mouth was first opened in meetings. She was 
recommended to the meeting of ministers and eMers 
at about the age of eighteen years. And now me- 
thinks I hear a voice saying, write " Blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord; for they rest from their 
labours and their works do follow them." 

8th mo. 31th. I am trying to learn, in whatsoever 
state I am, therewith to be content; so that I may 
eome to know both how to be abased, and how to 
abound, and that in all things I may be instructed, 
and brought to see more and more into the mystbries 
of godliness, wbieh are great indeed; and when the 
Lord U pleased to open them to our understanding, 
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they are marvellous in our eyes, and we are made to 
acknowledge that in*him are hid all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge. 

24th. Having finished the family visit at Balti- 
more, under many trials and difficulties, we left the 
town and went to Gunpowder in order to visit the 
families of that monthly meeting. I desire to stand 
resigned to the will of the great Master in this and 
all other cases, that so when I have passed this vale 
of tears, I may be prepared to leave the world with- 
out a fearful apprehension of hearing the woful sen- 
tence passed on me, that was on him that had left 
his talent unimproved. 

In this place we have met with some sympathizing 
friends that have the cause of Truth at heart, and the 
work goe^on to much more satisfaction* than in time 
past — the Shepherd of Israel being felt to be near 
from family to family, opening not only a door of 
utterance, but also a door of entrance into the hearts 
of the people. Some of those visited have been dis- 
owned for fifteen or twenty years; and it is marvel- 
lous to see the openbess and tenderness amongst some 
of tRese; so that we feel amply rewarded for having 
given up to visit them. 

In the early part of the 9th month, while engaged 
in the family visit, her son Thomas was taken with 
a fever and died. On this occasion a messenger was 
sent to inform her of this afflictive event A friend 
present gave this account of her when the informa-. 
tion was communicated to her: <^ It was a shock to 
nature, but in a short time she experienced a calm, 
and was enabled to supplicate the Father of mereies 
in a very affecting manner, on behalf of her husband 
and herself, that they might be preserved in a stat^ 
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of perfect resignSttion to the Divine will, so as to say 
with Job, — * The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken 
away: blessed be the name of the Lord.' " 

9th mo. 23nd. She says, I have been supported 
under this close trial that infinite Wisdom hath seen 
meet to permit me to pass through, far beyond my 
expectation. Although the next day after hearing 
the afSicting news, I found it hard work to keep my 
mind stayed where it ought to be, as we wept from 
house to house on the family visit. The Lord, in 
the riches of his mercy, hath now given seven of our 
children their portion amongst the saints in light, I 
trust and believe, so that our care on their accounts 
is at an end. I feel as if I would rather see them all 
taken in a state of innocency, than for erne of them 
to live and grow up in sin, although I love them 
dearly, and do feel the ties of nature to be strong. 

On leaving Gunpowder, I, felt great sweetness 
of spirit till we- reached a friend's house near Little 
Falls meeting house. Thence proceeded to visit the 
fiaimilies of that meeting, also attended the monthly 
meeting at Gunpowder, and returned home with 
peace of mind. 

The following Letter was received from Samuel 
Smith, written while he was on a xeligious visit in 
Europe. 

spring Mountt near Cork, 9th mo,, 1789. 
Dear friend, Sarah Harrison, — 

Having taken up a resting quarter lor a few 
days at our great and kind friend Samuel Neale's 
house, I mean to employ some of my time in con« 
versing with somex>f my dear Philadelphia friends; 
and although I have not written to thee before since 



d by Google 



lis MEMOIRS OF 

my landing in the eastern worlds yet thou hast often 
had a place in my near remembrance. 

I have now passed about half through this nation, 
and enjoyed better health and spirits than has been 
usual for me, or than I did any way expect I have 
been trying to get on the King's horse; but find it so 
difficult to keep the saddle, that sometimes am scarce- 
ly mounted, but down in the ditch, and at the gate 
again, a poor beggar. However, I think there is en- 
couragement, if thou inclines to come over and try 
thy hand. Two sisters have been here, and lately 
returned to England; — two mor^, jjust arrived; and 
two others expected shortly. So that I suppose the 
females may understand the matter, and fare better 
than I do; and yet I dar^ not complain. Wonderful 
indeed has been the kindness and condescension of 
the everlasting Shepherd, in having thus far sustain- 
ed, kept, and I hope preserved in the way wherein 
I ought to go^ insomuch that I feel no sensations of 
pain or uneasiness at any thing left behind. This I 
boast not of, but believe it may be partly through the 
prayers and intercessions of .some of you, my dear 
friends left behind, for my safe guidance. Here aLso, 
I meet with some who, I believe, affectionately de- 
sire my welfare, and at times with some of these 
have had to rejoice, under a feeling evidence of that 
hand and arm of Divine strength being underneath, 
which is able to carry through and over all. There 
are many valuable brethren and -sisters in this nation, 
with whom I feel a near union, and at times, com- 
munion of spirit They are worth visiting; and when 
thou finds the western wind sets strong this way, 
the idea of distance and mountainous difficulty, f|»r 
exceeds the reality. \ fair wind s^nd the heavenly 
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l^ilot's direction will soon waft safe and well over. 
And now, -dear Sarah, I hope thou wilt continue 
to remember me, and also to visit my better half left 
behind. I know, indeed, she will fall under the ten- 
der notice and sympathy of many of you; which I 
hope will help to keep up her head above the dis- 
courager. My dear love to thy sister and niece. I 
greatly desire her improvement, through faithfulness 
in occupying the gift which, I have no doubt, has 
been dispensed, and not intended to be smothered in 
the lap of diffidence or false fear. With dear love 
to thyself and husband, and any other in thy freedom, 
I remain thy sincere friend, Samuel Smith. 

To which Sarah Harrison wrote the following 
reply: 

Dear friend, Samuel Smith, — . 

My will is good enough to write thee a long 
letter, but my stock is so small that I know not how 
to come at any thing worth thy perusal. If I speak 
of myself what shall I say, but that I remain much 
as usual, in the land of doubting and fear. I was 
going to say, I love the brethren. How true that is, 
I must leave: but I desire not only to love them, but 
the Master also; and to follow him whithersoever he 
leadeth, let it be east, west, north or south. But 
thou knowest that I am very illiterate, and a person 
of not much observation; therefore I cannot so easily 
discover which quarter those piercing blasts came 
from, as some of you, learned men can, that are bet- 
ter acquainted with the points of the compass than I 
am» Therefore, it is necessary for me to wait in the 
patience for the arising of that Power that causeth 
the wind to blow when and where he listeth. But 
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though we know that we hear the Bound thereof^ yet 
know not whence it cometh nor whither it goeth^ 
till he is pleased to open our ear to hear, as the learn* 
ed; even as those that have learned in the school of 
Christy to know his voice from the voice of the 
stranger. 

If I am favoured to hold out till I come to this 
knowledge, and find the wind set strong any way, 
I believe, for peace sake, I shall go and try my hand. 
Althou^ I well know that I am a very poor hand, 
yet I have this consolation, that where there is little 
given, there is little required. 

I have been very poorly the greater part of this 
winter, and am confined to my chamber^ but may 
say I have passed through some of the closest con- 
flicts since I saw thee, that I ever met with. No 
doubt thou hast heard of the death of our dear son, 
Tommy, which happened whilst I was in Maryland. 
And although I was favoured to bear it with becom- 
ing patience at the time I heard of it, yet when I 
came home, that with other inward and outward 
trials, had like to have shaken me ofi* the foundation; 
but at present I feel much better settled in calmness. 
May the praise be ascribed to Him to whom it be- 
longs, now and forever. 

On the Sth of 11th month, 1790, 1 joined our be- 
loved friends, Mary Ridgway and Jane Watson, in 
their religious visit to some parts of Maryland; and 
I may with thankfulness say, they have sealed my 
former testimonies in that land. We travelled in 
near unity of spirit, being made one another's helps 
in the Lord, so that it seemed huxA to part But on 
leaving Maryland, and feeling myself cleir of further 
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service there^ I looked toward home^ witib fiill ex- 
pectation of returning; hut He that hath a right to 
all our services, ordered it otherwise. We came on 
together to Wilmington, and soon after we reached 
that place, a visit to the families of Friends there, 
presented to their minds, and I saw a door opened 
for me to rdease mjrself of a burden I have fek for 
many months; so I joiued them in the service, which . 
took us till some time in the 12th month following. 
We have had many baptizing tinies together, especial* 
ly under the ministry of these dear women, who 
have been wonderfully favoured, and had even to 
bring to light the hidd^i thingi» of Esau, to the ad- 
miration itf many. 

The following extract of a letter to Sarah Harrison, 
from Jane Watson of Ireland, now about closing a 
visit to this land^ and expecting^ to embark with S. 
Harrison for Europe, has reference to some of the 
trials attendant on such religious concerns, and m|t- 
nifests the unity and sympathy of the writer. 

«4th of 5th month, 1792. The restoration of thy 
health, we look upon as a singular favour from Him 
who can wound and heal ^as he sees meet Thy try- 
ing prospect may operate on the body in many ways, 
as it is so nearly connected with the mind; but if the 
bitter goes before the sweet, it makes the sweet the 
sweeter; and I hope the bitterness of death is past 
for the present, until the time comes when there will 
be a fOLjing farewell to the nearest connexions in life. 
To us, it will be a saying farewell forever to many 
of our beloved friends in this land, that are near and 
dear to us. I almost dread the time: but so it is; 
here we meet, and here we must part, in this world 
Vol. XL— 11 
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of uncertainties. But may we be fayoured to meet 
in that world that is certain, and that never has an 
end, where all sorrows wiU cease, is my fervent de* 
sire. 

Oh! what hurries and commotions there aire in 
the present world and all about it! It sometimei^ 
looks as if the minds of some were always on th6 
rack,— contriving and scheming one day what they 
are to do the next, as if they were always to stay 
here. And when they are seized with sickness, how 
they have to look over a life of hurry and bustle, and 
see that they have not endeavoured to seek quietude, 
and therein experience that strength which would 
make hard things easy, and sweeten the bitter cups 
of affliction and trials. Is there not, with many, a 
seeking after great things, though the Divine com- 
mand is, seek them not; and by that means the great- 
est thing, the one thing needful, is too much neglect- 
ed. If this were earnestly sought after, it would 
bring all things into regular order, and the mind 
would be satisfied with few things, so that the bless- 
ing of heaven was on them. 

I hope thou wilt not be discouraged or impatient; 
for thou may be assured we will not make any un- 
necessary delay. Jane Watson. 
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Journejf to Europe. 
I left Philadelphia the 15th of 7th month, 1792, 
and landed at Liverpool the 16th of 8th month. Sail- 
ed dience, and landed at Dublin in Ireland, in com- 
pany with Sarah Benson, wife of Robert Attended 
about thirty meetings, and travelled about six hun- 
dred miles, till we came to Cork. 
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We left Cork the 20th of 3rd mondi, 1793, and ^ 
rode upwards of forty miles to Williain Fennel's, at 
Garry roan; went to their meeting next day, at whieh 
was a marriage, and a large collection of people. I 
was renewedly made sensible of my own nothing- 
ness; but best help was witnessed, and the water 
made wine; so that, I trust, the cause did not suffer 
that day. We lodged at Joseph Jackson's, uncle to 
William. Next day, went to Clonmel, where we 
spent a week, — ^were at their first-day, week-day, 
and select monthly meeting, and I was led in a line 
of close labour in them all. Thence, we proceeded 
to Waterford, and were at four meetings there, in all 
which I was silent 

On fourth-day, set out for Mountmelick Quarterly 
meeting; where a large share of iJie wormwood and 
the gall fell to my lot Then takhig meetings on the 
way, we reached Rathangan, where Jane Watson 
lives; spent the evening with her, part of the time 
in her little room up two pair of stairs, where she 
has every thing neat, though is not much of her time 
at home. On first-day following I went to meeting, 
or at least to the place where the people were gather- 
ed; but I was not favoured to meet with Him whom 
my soul loveth, and thought I might adopt the ex- 
pressions, *' They have taken away my lord, and I 
know not \^here they have laid him." 

After attending the Half-year meeting in Dublin, 
we sailed for Liverpool, and had a favourable and 
speedy passage of twenty-two hours. Here I parted 
with my dear friend, Sarah Benson, with mutual ten- 
derness of affection and unity of spirit Hence I pro- 
ceeded toward London, in company with Hannah 
Gaylard, a young woman from Liverpool; — ^took 
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some meetings on the way, aad attended the Yearly 
Meeting. Friends kte very kind to me, and their 
hearts are open to receive me into their houses; but 
whether they Will receive my testimony in this place, 
I know not : for indeed I am not a polished shaft; 
and they are a wise people. This Yearly Meeting 
was large, and favoured with the overshadowing of 
thai love which is both ancient and new; under the 
fi^sh influences whereof, the business was conducted 
in love and harnumy. Dear Elizabeth Tuke attend- 
ed; she is a mother in Israel, and was truly aSec- 
tionate to me* 

In company witix Elisabeth Wigham, I left Lon- 
don the 21st of 6th month, and proceeded by way of 
Reading, Bath, and Bristol to Wales; where, as well 
as in England, we found the life of true religion to 
be mournfully low. We attended the Quarterly meet- 
ing at Pontipool in South Wales, where the whole 
number of men and womep ainounted to twelve.— 
Friends in these parts are so few that their meetings 
must either he discontinued, or held in this way* We 
have been at several meetings where there were but 
two or three members belonging to them. There re- 
main about a dozen small meetings in Wales. We 
returned by way of Shrewsbury, Colebr<^kdale, and 
Warrington to Liverpool, having divers meetings on 
the way. 

Having Hannah Gaylard for companion, I left 
Liverpool the 27th of 8th month, and went by way 
of Kendal to Carlisle and Moorhouse, where my 
brother-in-law, John Harrison, lives; and he agreed 
to accompany us through Scotland. In this country, 
we travelled about five hundred miles, and had twen- 
ty meetings; several of tfe^ai w^r^ ^i^ongst pro£^ 
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sors of other societies. The people behaved well; 
and I believe there are many seeking souls amongst 
them, that are weary of a hireling ministry. 

We arrived at Newcastle, the 13th of 10th month, 
on our return from Scotland; and thence continued 
our travels and daily attending meetings till we reach* 
ed White-haven on the 9th of 1 1th month. We often 
hear alarming accounts of the yellow fever's raging 
in Philadelphia to a very great degree. . But I en- 
deavour to keep my mind as quiet as I can; and to 
put my trust in the great Preserver of men, who i? 
able to do all for my absent and distant friends, that 
I can desire for them. I trust I feel as the affectionate 
wife and tender mother toward my dear fkmily left 
at home; but desire to gather instruction fh)m the 
apostolic exhortation; to be careflil, or over-anxious 
about nothing; but by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let my request be made known unto 
€k>d. This is what I labour for, that so I may be 
supported through every trying dispensation, which 
infinite wisdom may permit me to pass through, 

11th mo. 30th, 1793. More moving accoun^ of the 
situation of that once highly favoured city of Phila^ 
delphia. Surely the Lord Is about to stain the pride 
of all human glory, and to bring into contempt the 
honorable of the earthy I have long looked for some^ 
thing of this kind to come upon that joyous city, 
whose inhabitants had waxed wanton; they eat and 
drank, and rose up to play; and, contrary to the will 
of God and the counsel of their best friends, they 
erected a house for that purpose, which I hope will 
be put to a better use: for it is written, " When the 
judgments o^ the Lord are in the earth, the inhabi- 
tants of the world will learn righteousness.^ Mt}r 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



196 9AmAH HARRIiON's 

the awful seeiie that has been before the eyes of the 
remnant that is left| produce this blessed effivet, is the 
desire of my soul. 

1st n\o. 2drd9 1794. I am truly glad to hear that 
the dreadful calamity in Philadelphia has stopped; 
and that macny of my beloved friends and relatives 
in that onoe highly favoured city, found a hiding 
place while the awful scourge passed over. May it 
be solemnly and instructively remembered by the 
remnant that are left; and particularly by those who 
were on the spot^'and beheld the distresses of their 
fellow-creaturesy as with terror and amazement May 
it prove a lesson of deep instruction, not to set their 
hearts upon these lower enjoy ments, but excite them 
to endeavour to secure for themselves a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

3d mo. 2Qth. In my travels and labours in this land, 
I have been frequently led in a very close searching 
line; which is not most pleasant to the hearers, for 
the day is come in which the people cannot well bear 
sound doctrine: yet they have often been made to 
acknowledge to the truth of what I have had to de* 
liver, and some hidden things have been brought ta 
tight I write this under a thankful sense of the 
Lord's goodness to me, in that he has been with me,, 
and hath often made way for me, when there ha^ 
seemed to be no way; — he hath greatly enlarged my 
borders, and supplied me with fresh matter from day 
to day, to my own admiration; so that I get along to ' 
the solid peace of my own mind. 

4th mo. t4tb. There are great commotions in this 
land. The people are exceedingly dissatisfied, and it 
is said many thousands are going over to America^ 
which they call the land of Uberly; at which I do 
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not marvel^ for times are Tery hard here. Many in- 
dustvixmBf hooest people are already reduced to a 
state of great want; and hundreds ha\^ been compel- 
led to enlist as soldiers, in order to get bread for 
themselves to subsist on. Many also eneoura^ their 
children to do the same; and I have seen great num* 
hers with cockades in their hats^ who did not appear 
to be above ten, twelve, and fourteen years of age, 
and so on of all ages till too old for service. Indeed 
the whole nation seems to be in a ferment Many 
thousands have been subscribed lately, in order to 
hire men to supply the place of the militia, so that 
they may be at liberty to go at a minute's warning 
to any part of the country, if occasion should require 
it; as well as to assist in guarding the cities against 
riots. The clouds indeed seem big with tempest, and 
if they bdrst, the earth with the inliabitants of it will 
be terribly shaken. Oh! that we, as a people> may be 
concerned to dig deep^ and to lay our foundations 
upon that eternal Rock, against which the gates of 
hell can never prevail. 

I arrived at London the week before the Yearly 
Meeting, and hearing that my dear friend Elizabeth 
Drinker, was ill at Staines, about twenty miles dis- 
tant, I went immediately to see her, in company with 
Martha Routh. She 'appeared to be resigned; but 
said riie had passed through a great conflict, before 
she could say, Thy will be done. 

7th mo. 28th. We have had near forty meetings, 
since leaving London; many of them where no 
Friends lived. They were mostly large and held 
to ipod satisHsu^tion;, in one of them a considerable 
number id priests were present, and my testi^iony 
was Yiacf etose agsunst all dead formality. At first 
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they appeared uneasy, but became more quiet and 
attentive, and the meeting ended welL Next day 
had a silent meeting with Friends, which' was re- 
freshing to my weary spirit 

8th mo. 4th. Sailed for the Isle of Wight, and land- 
ed at Cowes in about four hours; had a large meet- 
ing with the inhabitants in the evening, and hext day 
went to Newport, where we had several crowded 
meetings. Only one member of our society resides 
oh this islan.d* 12th. Received the afflicting intelli- 
gence of the death of our dear friend, Elizabeth Drin- 
ker. A few days after, we went on board the packet 
for Guernsey, where we arrived in safety on the 
16th. The approach to this island is difficult, from 
the abundance of rocks, which, in a storm and rough 
sea, must present an nwful and tremendous sight — 
Many of them project so much into the water as to 
be covered when the tides flow, and then there is 
great danger; but we had an opportunity of viewing 
them at low water, and in a perfect calm; and won^ 
derful indeed they appeared to us. We took up our 
quarters at Nicholas NaftePs, who, with his wife 
Mary, we had seen in London; and they received us 
very kindly. The face of a Friend, save tiie few re^ 
siding here, about ten ii^ number, is seldom seen 
among them — the distance by water being about sev^ 
enty miles. We sat with Friends in both their meet- 
ings on first-day, and had several meetings on the 
island as well as religious opportunities with fai^ilies. 
The next first-day afternoon, the people flocked in to 
the afternoon meeting, without any invitation, till 
the house was full, which gave an opportunity in 
some measure to relieve my mind, and encann^ed 
me to request that general notice might be given for 
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a meeting next day. As Friends' meeting house was 
small, it was thought necessary to look out for a 
larger house; and being informed that the chief man 
of the island had one that was very suitable, amplica- 
tion was made for it But he refused to grant it, 
saying he was sorry for it, but could not help it; al- 
leging that it would never do, " for*' said he, " tho^ 
I have a value for the Quakers, and believd they are 
a very good people, yet they will not fight; apd if a 
hundred of the militia should be convinced of their 
principles, who would there be to protect the island?^* 
So the meeting was held in Friends' meeting house, 
which was well filled, and the people generally be- 
haved well; but their expectations were so much out- 
ward, that it seemed hard to get into stillness. How- 
ever, li^t sprang up, smd the opportunity ended to 
satisfaction. 

We had a rough but speedy passage back to Wey-» 
mouth, not without some apparent danger; but thro' 
die merciful kindness of a gracious Providence we 
landed safely, and I trust, were truly thankful for 
hSs preservation. We then proceeded toward Corn- 
wall, the Land's End, and so to Bristol and the mid- 
land counties. 

While at Redruth in Cornwall, sitting with the few 
Friends in their week-day meeting, I was led into a 
feeling sympathy with them in the trial they have 
met with in the removal of their late beloved and 
valuable friend, Catharine Phillips. Her -loss will be 
nmch felt, not only in this small meeting but in other 
parts of this country. 

My health has been better of late than for many 
years past, which I number amongst the many fa*^ 
YQurs and blessings conferred on me by the bounti- 
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fill Giyer; and desire above all things to walk wor- 
thy of the continuation of his providential care, by 
being more and more devoted to his Divine will, and 
endeavouring to do all that my hands find to do: and 
yet at the same time I find it as needful as ever I did, 
if not more so, to take care not to run before I am 
sent; especially as my lot is so much turned toward 
people of other societies, which has been the line of 
labour that I have been led in for some months past, 
and increasingly so since we came into Cornwall. — 
There appears to be great openness, in many places, 
among tiiese, and the feet of the messengers are much 
turned to them. As to myself^ it seems as if I can 
do nothing amongst our own people, my way is so 
shut up; so that among Friends where one meeting 
might have been enough, if the neighbours had been 
invited, we have been obliged to have another on 
their account 

1st mo. 10th, 1795. We have had one hundred and 
twenty meetings since the Yearly Meeting in the 6th 
month last, besides what we have had among Friends, 
and have taken nearly all Friends' meetings on the 
way* But I have felt my mind more drawn to the 
highways and hedges, as they may be termed, than 
among our own sort It has sometimes felt unpilea- 
sant to me to be so shut up amongst Friends, and 
quite the reverse amongst others; because I am very 
sensible that some Friends do not like it 

3rd mo. 16th. My health, through mercy, is still 
preserved in a wonderful manner, considering the 
severity of the weather. I have seldom known it 
coldef in my native land, and we have travelled con- 
stantly during the time of the hard frost, which last- 
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ed about ti^o montha, without ever taking cold so as 
to lay by. 

When in Bristol, I was not much engaged in pub- 
lic labour; for there does not appear to be much room 
in the public mind to receive the gospel messs^; 
they are so full, some of. one thing, and some of 
another. The cares of this world, and the deceitful- 
ness of riches, have choked the word in many minds, 
and blinded the eyes of them that believe not in the 
necessity of seeking first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness. Yet I humbly trust there are a 
few names, even in our Sardis, that have kept their 
garments from the spots and pollutions of this world; 
and these are they that shall inherit the promises^ 
and be permitted to walk with him in white; for- 
they are worthy, not only of his protecting care while 
here, but also to receive the welcome invitation, — 
Come ye blessed, inherit the kingdom. 

6th mo. 4th. I have been enabled to attend all the 
sittings of the Yearly Meeting in London, which has 
been large, and I trust owned at seasons by the Mas- 
ter of our assemblies; which is cause of thankfulness: 
for I think I was never more fully convinced that of 
ourselves we can do nothing for the honour of the 
good cause, however perfect we may be in the letter 
of the law: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giv^ 
eth life. Oh ! that the people were more concerned 
to wait for the putting forth of that Word which is 
both spirit and life. Ithas always been my lot to 
wade under great depression of mind in this city; 
and indeed it has been very much the case a]l through 
the nation, when I have been amongst Friends. — 
But I desire to be content with my wages; and hum- 
bly beg for patience and resignation to my allotment; 
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that so, in holy submission to the Divine will, I may 
be enabled to take the cup from his holy hand, and 
in all things give thanks. For, notwithstanding I 
have had to drink of the very dregs of the cup of 
trembling, and of deep silent suffering, at times, yet 
I eannot call in question the rectitude of my coming 
to this land, nor of any of my movements since; ex- 
cept it be in letting in too much discouragement 
sometimes. 

sith mo. 8th. We are poor, short-si^ited creatures, 
and can see but a little way before us; and I am well 
assured that it is right, and in unerring wisdom Uiat 
this is the case: for, if we were to see all at once, WB 
Aould often be ready to sink under the proi^)ect; 
therefore it is wisely ordered otherwise. Herein is 
fulfilled that declaration of our blessed Master, ^ I 
have many things to say unto you, but ye cannot 
bear them now." Thus, one thing after another is 
opened to our understanding, and we are shown what 
is required of us, as we are able to do it I am above 
all things desirous to be found faithful in the dis- 
charge of my duty, as the Lord may be pleased from 
time to time to unfold his will to me; for, in so do- 
ing, I have obtained peace to my mind. 

Although, at seasons, large portions of suffering 
have been meted out to me, yet nevertheless, I havie 
had cause through all to bless and magnify that Arm 
of power, which has evidently been underneath, and 
supported me, and by which I have been mercifully 
helped along in my labours and travels. May the 
praise be given to whom it belongs. 

In this land, there is and has been an alarming 
scarcity of bread, so that tilings wear a gloomy as- 
pect The people have been very riot6us, and out- 
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rages have been committed in many places. Now 
though we are not to do evil that gogd may come of 
it, yet I believe the alarm hath produced this good 
effect upon those in easy circumstances, that they 
have contributed largely for the relief of the poor, 
and to lower the price of bread; which was highly 
necessary; for a labouring man could not earn enough 
to find his family in bread, and the poor have little 
else to live upon. Wheat has been a guinea a bushel ! 

We lately visited the prisoners in Warwick jail; 
first, those who were under sentence of death and 
banishment, about thirty-five in number; five of 
whom were under sentence of death; and amongst 
them a poor woman that was charged with being one 
of the ringleaders of the rioters; of which she declared 
herself clear. But, whether guilty or not, we felt 
deeply for her, and a humbling time it was, in which 
we felt the love of the gospel to flow towards them 
so freely that I have no doubt they might be saved, 
if they would accept of the terms which were freely 
declared to them. Two days after, we paid them 
another visit, in which we had an opportunity with 
all that were confined there, together; and a solemn 
time it was; such an one as I never saw before;—^ 
the floor was sprinkled with their tears. May they 
profit by it, is my sincere desire. 

In the 9th mo., 1795, we visited the Isle of Man, 
in company with Richard Reynolds, Robert Benson, 
Isaac Had win, Ann Crowley and Priscilla Gurney. 

On the 8th of the month, we went on board the 

• packet about eight o'clock in the morning, and set 

sail with a fair wind which lasted about two hours. 

It then changed and set quite against us, so that our 

captain thought better to cast anchor in a safe harbour 

Vol. XL— 12 
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than to be combating the waves till the wind changed^ 
which was not expected till the next morning, and 
so it proved. He therefore put in at a place called 
High Lake, where the vessel lay all night Many 
of the passengers, including all <Air company, went 
on shore. We walked about half a mile to an inn, 
where our men friends used endeavours to get a 
bed for me; but all to no purpose, they were so full 
of company — ^yet seemed kindly disposed. I was 
therefore obliged to go on with our men friends to 
a farm-house about a mile from the inn, but no car- 
riage could be got for love nor money, and I was ex-* 
ceedingly fatigued. By this time it was quite dark: 
so we set off wading along through the sand, which 
in some places was very deep: and when we got about 
half way, we met one of our men friends who had 
gone on before and hired a cart We all got in and 
went to the farm-house, where we met with what we 
should call good accommodations in our wilderness 
country in America; but someof our company thought 
it poor enough. Next morning we returned to our 
floating habitation, and again set sail; and in about 
thirty hours arrived safe at Douglass, on the Isle of 
Man: for which favour, I trust our hearts were made 
thankful, for if we had had a rough passage I know 
not what we should have done, the vessel being small^ 
and I suppose not less than sixty passengers. 

Ne^t day, being seventh of the week, our men 
were employed in getting a place to hold meetings 
in, and giving notice. First-day, we had large and 
I may say solid meetings; the people behaved well, 
and treated us with great respect, and we were visit- 
ed by the heads of the town. The governor, who 
resides about twelve miles from Douglass, heard of 
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US and sent his carriage to bring us to Castle Rushen^ 
the place of his residence. On second-day, Robert 
Benson and Isaac Hadwin went there to get things 
in readiness for a meeting the next day; it being 
thought best for us to stay at Douglass till morning, 
which we did: but 1 was taken so ill that they were 
obliged to leave me and Sarah Benson behind; and 
the meeting had to be put off till the day following. 
In the afternoon I was so much better, that I thought 
I would do what I could; and, sending for the car- 
riage, we set out, accompanied by a friendly man of 
the town who had paid great attention to us. I bore 
the journey -better than I expected; and having a 
good night's rest, pn fourth-day we had a large and 
good meeting at Castle Rushen, the governor and 
his family attending it At the close, he addressed 
me in a friendly manner, expressing his satisfaction 
and unity with what had been communicated, and 
gave us a kind invitation to his house. 

In the evening, we had a meeting at a village two 
miles off, where I think it might be said, the gospel 
was preached to the poor. On fifth-day, we had a 
meeting at Peal-town, which was held out of doors, 
there being a large gathering of people, and through 
Divine assistance, the testimony of Truth was exalt- 
ed among them. On sixth-day we went to Ramsey, 
and had a large meeting at a school-house next day, 
which ended well. On first-day, had two meetings 
at Ramsey, the last exceedingly crowded, so that the 
people were not so still as could have been desired, 
but upon the whole behaved as well as could be ex- 
pected, considering they were strangers to our way 
of worshipping God in the inner temple of the heart 
There are many up ^qd down, who are desirous of 
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becoming acquainted with this worship; and I do be- 
lieve there is a seeking people on this island; and to 
these we have been the messengers of glad tidings. 
On second-day^ we had a meeting at a place called 
Bern, about two miles from Ramsey, where many 
sober people attended, to whom the gospel was preach*^ 
ed in the ability received. Thence we went again 
to Douglass, and being weary rested on third-day. 
The next day, had a farewell meeting with the inhab- 
-itants of the town, and prepared for leaving the island, 
which we did on siitth-day, and landed at Whiteha- 
ven in the evening. 

The following letter from the governor of the Isle 
of Man, to Richard Reynolds, written about the time 
we left the island, is thought worthy of preservation, 
as it has reference to this visit 

Ca9tle Ruihen^ 22fi<i ;S^. 1795. 

Dear sir,— I was yesterday favoured with your 
obliging letter of the 19th inst, ahd I am only sorry 
you should have thought any thanks necessary, for 
any little civiKty I had been able to show you and 
the rest of your worthy company. 

It was indeed but very little I had in my power, 
but I can with truth say for myself, that my tviU 
was good. Accept, sir, for yourself and friends, my 
best thanks for your good wishes for me and my fam- 
ily; and further, in return, be assured Uiat mine are 
most sincere, that you all and each of you may, with 
the blessing of God, have a safe and speedy voyage 
And pleasant journey to yoar several homes, and there 
a happy meeting with your friends, with all who love 
you and whom you love; — ^very especially, and with 
best respects, I beg to be remembered to the good 
elderly lady who has come so far with the sole view 
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and purpose of doing good to others. She must^ even 
in this world, have her reward in that heart-pleasing 
consciousness of having discharged what she felt a sa- 
cred duty; and in that world where the intentions of 
the heart are clearly viewed and justly estimated, 
she will be most certain of it. 

Be so good as to tell my worthy friend, Mr. Clegg, 
when you see him, that you were not, either you or 
Mr. Benson, half so willing to receive as I to offer 
such little civility as was in my power, (that is, dis- 
tinct from that public attention which I conceived 
and felt my duty,) and which I shall be ever happy 
to show to any friend of his; — ^that I thank him, how- 
ever, and most sincerely, for the fevour he did me in 
bringing me to the acquaintance, little and short as it 
was, of such worthy persons; which has left me noth- 
ing to regret, but that there was not time for improv- 
ing an acquaintance which I am very sure would, to 
me, have been most pleasing^ 

Adieu, dear sir — and that the good God and Fa- 
ther of us all who faithfully endeavour to love, and 
fear, and serve him, may be eVer the guardian and 
conductor of you and your friends, is most sincerely 
the prayer of your and their well-wisher and friend, 

Alexander Shaw, 

25th of 9th month, Robert Benson, Isaac Hadwin 
and Ann Crowly left us, and we stayed over first- 
day at Whitehaven. Sat witji Friends in their morn- 
ing meeting, and had a large public meeting in the 
evening, which tended greatly to the relief of my 
own mind. Richard Reynolds and P. Gumey left 
us after the forenoon meeting; so that Sarah Birk- 
beck and myself were left alone as to outward help; 
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but our never failing Helper did not leave us. It 
was very trying to part with those dear friends, afler 
being so long together and so nearly united in gospel 
fellowship. On second-day, we had a large meeting 
in a village by the sea-side, called Benton, where 
there had never been a Friends' meeting before, ex* 
cept one that dear John Pembert^n had when he was 
in these parts. It was a time wherein the weak were 
strengthened and the unruly warned. Thence to 
Kendal, where we met with David Sands, ip^o was 
like a cloud filled with rain, and he was wonderfully 
favoured in the Quarterly meeting held here: but I 
was as common with me when among Friends, that 
is, shut up as in uttef darkness, both in meetings and 
in families. It is trying; but may I be endued with 
patience, is the prayer of my heart 

1st mo. 2Gth, 1796. Am now at Newcastle-tipon* 
Tyne, and with thankfulness may acknowledge that 
I am still able to travel from place to place, though 
not without difficulties; for many infirmities attend 
my tottering frame. But it is a favour that I am so 
well as I am; for we seldom have les» than eight 
meetings ta a week, and often more, beside riding 
many miles. I believe w-e have not rested mere thaa 
a week, all put together, since Yearly Meeting in 
London. On looking towards the remaining field of 
labour in ihis land, I am. ready to exclaim, Oh! that 
it were possible to £nish it by the time^f 4die next 
Yearly Meeting; but that must be left 

Whea I last met wiik Nicholas Walnut York, he 
was in a Yery tried state, not having opened Ibis mouth 
in testimony since he left Ireland, nor for some time 
before. Poor man ! he has to travail in the deepff: 
and I wish with all my heart, that it was 4be ^^ase 
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with some others: then, I believe, the grace would 
be more magnified, and the creature less gratified, 
both in visiters and visited. And Oh!, that I may 
Tightly mind my own proper business. 

During the winter, her son John arrived in Dublin^ 
on his way to attend chemical lectures in London, 
for improvement in his business as a druggist, &c. — 
They met about the 1st of 3rd month, after an ab- 
sence of near four years, and it was to them both an 
affecting meeting. The allusion to lier son in the 
following extract of a letter to her husband, relates 
to his acquiring a further practical knowledge of 

chemistry, &c. 

London, Gth mo, 25, 1796. 

My dearly Beloved, — 

In the remembrance of that saying of the holy 
apostle, I take up my pen to salute thee, namely, — ^ 
" We know tliaft all things work together for good 
to them that love God." And as I humbly trust we 
arc of the number of tliose that are afraid to disobey 
any oif his righteous commands, I hope the disap- 
pointmeift^f'seeing each other so soon as was expect- 
ed will have a good effect on our minds, as we are 
concerned to labour for strength to sink ilown into 
holy resignation to the Divine will in dl things; from 
a persuasion that it remains to be our sanctification; 
I confess I have often €ound it to be a hard lesson, 
Biid seldom, if ever, more so than on the present oc- 
casion; not only because Ilong to be released from 
this arduous field of labour, where bonds and a£Bic- 
tions still await me, but also on account of our belov- 
ed son, as 'I dp not apprehend he can ^ain inistruction 
in his line of business in London, because the^ity 
4dr afiects his health. 
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Since I began this, I have received thine of 4th 
mo. dd, and the comfortable accounts contained there- 
in have been strengthening to my deeply tried mind. 
I was glad to find that thy mind was in measure pre- 
pared and preparing to meet the disappointment which 
peems likely to occur, except a retreat should be grant- 
ed me in an unexpected hour. I do tenderly sym- 
pathize with thee in thy lonely situation, often look- 
ing at thee " as a ?parrow alone on the house top;" 
but then, let us remember that not one of these was 
to fall without his permission who numbers the hairs 
of our heads; — and surely thou art of more value 
than many sparrows. Therefore I hope thou wilt be 
preserved upon that foundation which standeth sure; 
not suffering this language to be formed in thy mind, 
These are hard sayings, who can bear them? And 
tftn, though the enemy may at seasons come in 
like a flood, yet the spirit of the Lord will lift up a 
standard against him. 

I may inform thee that I laid my case quite open 
to my friends in the select meeting; informing them 
that notwithstanding I had no reason to expect that 
I should be at liberty to return this season, except I 
was fexcused fi^om the greater part of what I then had 
in prospect, yet I requested a few lines from that 
meeting, in case I should see my way home before 
another Yearly Meeting; which was complied with, 
and much was said to encourage me to faithfulness; 
which I esteem a singular favour, and it is cause of 
, thankfulness that way has been made for me in Uie 
minds of Friends. 

I remain thy 'affectionate wife, 

Sabah Harrison* 
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8th mo. 8th. I have had between twenty and thir- 
ty meetings in London and its neighbourhood, and 
we are to have one this afternoon in a gentleman's 
garden, at his request^ he and his family having 
attended several of our meetings, he was so well 
satisfied that he sent to inform us that if we inclined 
to have a meeting in his neighbourhood, we should 
be welcome to his house, and if that was not large 
enough, he had an adjoining lot tiiat would hold a 
thousand people.. This proposal brought a heavy 
weight of exercise on my mind, under which I wa- 
ded for more than a week; and, after a sore conflict, 
have concluded to attend it in company with dear 
William Savery, who has been very brotherly to 
me, and I never felt him nearer to my best life than 
since he has been in this city. He is a dignified in- * 
g^rument indeed. 

9th mo. 16th. We have had fifty-eight meetings 
since we left London, which was five weeks yester- 
days most of them were very large. We have ten 
this week; so that it was thought best to rest to-day, 
as I am very much relaxed, not having rested one 
day since we left the metropolis. 

lith mo. 4th. We took our farewell of Norfolk 
about a week since, with joy; having been six weeks 
closely engaged in. that county. The pure life is la- 
n^ntably low in this, part of the country; and the 
conduct of many under our name so reproachful that 
the way seemed to be very much clqsed in the minds 
of the people, in some places where I felt the neces- 
sity of calling them together. This has made hard 
work; but I have thankfully to acknowledge that 
strength has been proportioned to the day, and I 
have been helped along in a wonderful manner. 
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Irt mo. 3rd, 1797. We h«ve now nearly accom- 
plished our visit to all the meetings of Friends in 
England; and I believe I shall be safe in saying, that 
upon an average we have had three or four meetings 
amongst those not professing with us, for one amongst 
Friends; and mostly to good satisfaction: indeed, I 
do not know that we have had one but what Friends 
and others were well satisfied with; though I have 
found great difierence at times amongst others as well 
as amongst ourselves. On the whole, I have abundant 
cause to reverence and adore that great Arm of pow- 
er that hath hitherto supported me, and opened a way 
for me where I saw no way; neither was th^re any 
way for us to relieve our minds but what he made 
in the hearts of the people. Oh! how often have we 
been surrounded with the great men and women of 
tiiis world, who in the beginning of a meeting have 
seemed to look down upon us with such unrighteous 
disdain f s manifested the dispositions they were of; 
and it would have cast down our minds below mea- 
sure, if we had not been clothed with that perfect 
love which casts but fean Yet, through mercy, before 
the meetings closed, these same people have been so 
brought down, that when we came to part, they seem^ 
ed as if they could take us in tlieir arms; and many 
of this description have acknowledged their satisfac*- 
tion, I believe with true thankfulness of heart In 
many large towns where we have been under the ne-» . 
cessity of having two or three meetings before we 
could find our minds relieved, they have not only 
increased in numbers, but in weight also; and we 
have no reason to believe that the people did not ap^ 
prove of the doctrine preached to theih. I mention 
these things to show how good the Lord hath been 
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to me, a poor pilgrim, in a strange land; and also to 
acknowledge thp great willingness of Friends to as- 
sist me in getting meetings appointed and providing 
places to hold them in; and none more so than our ea^ 
teemed friend James Wright, who has been our ac- 
ceptable companion for five months past 

2nd month 27th. We arrived at Tottenham, near 
London, the evening before last, with the consoling 
evidence of having finished the work given us tb do, 
both amongst Friends and others, in those counties 
which remained unvisited last year; and we have 
found it close work to accomplish it by thi^ time, 
having travelled hard all the winter when health 
would permit; which, through mercy hath been won- 
derfully preserved. Indeed I h^ve eat but little idle 
bread since I left my own habitation, which is now 
almost five years. And though some who have visit- 
ed this land before, me, may not know how to ac- 
count for my detention, and perhaps may be ready 
to wonder how I have spent my time; to whom I 
can answer with sincerity of heart, Not in doing my 
own will; but, I humbly trust and believe, in doing 
the will of him that sent me. Since I landed at Liv- 
erpool in the 8th month, 1792, 1 have travelled about 
eleven thousand miles, and had very many meetings 
among other societies; often two in a day. And now, 
on taking a retrospective view of my stepping along 
through this long and arduous journey, the peaceful 
quiet tiiat my mind is centred in, is not only an am- 
ple compensation for all the trials, conflicts and bap- 
tisms, which were no doubt necessary to prepare me 
for the work, — but also a confirmation of the truth 
of that saying of the psalmist, ^^ He that goeth forth 



d by Google 



144 SARAH HARBISOlf's 

weeping, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless re* 
turn with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.'' 
4th mo. 8th. I had hoped to be at liberty soon to 
return to my native land, but Scotland seems to be 
in my way. I know that the increase of my bodily 
health should be dedicated to the service ef my di- 
vine Master: for I must acknowledge he has an un- 
doubted right to dispose of me as he pleases, either 
ini life or death. And when I am led to consider how 
I spent the prime of my days, an^ how long I stood 
in opposition to his holy requii'ing, even after it was 
made known to me, I am like one in astonishment; 
and being made a living witness of his unutterable 
condescension in thus accepting of the refuse of my 
time, and in consideration of the goodness and long 
suffering of God to me a poor unworthy creature, 
my heart is at times humbled within me, and I am 
ready to say with one formerly, If thou wilt give'me 
bread to eat, and raiment to put on, — ^be with me in 
the way I go, and bring me back to my father's house, 
or to my native city, thou shalt be my God, and I 
will follow thee whithersoever thou mayst see meet 
to lead me. 

After attending the Yearly Meeting in London, 
she went to Liverpool, where she wrote to her hue- 
band as follows: 

" My dear husband, — I once more take my pem €o 
address thee from this distant shore, very contrary 
to my inclination or expectation when I wrote thee 
last For at that time, as well as from the time we 
left London, till we were within two days journey 
of this place, I had indulged a hope that I should be 
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iet at liberty to retorn with our beloved Samuel Em- 
len and son John; and, if favoured to arrive safe, to 
have the opportunity of iconversing with thee face 
to face ; which is alnindantly more desirable to me 
than tongue or pen can express. 

The first appearance of any thyig like a cloud over 
this pleasant prospect, was occasioned by a dream, 
which was as follows: I thought I went into a room 
where an old man was sitting in an arm-chair; and as 
I entered the door, he seemed to fix his eyes upon 
me, and addressed me in these words: "Thou need 
not be in such a hurry to go to Liverpool, to take thy 
passage, except thou dost not intend to fulfil thy pro- 
mise.^' I thought I asked what it was. He said I had 
engaged to come to them; and that I was also indebt- 
ed to a people that lived upon the sea-shore. I thought 
I remembered it well; and at the first was somewhat 
struck: but, upon recollecting myself, thought I could 
with much truth say, that when I promised I did 
intend to perfcxrm; but had been so closely engaged 
ever since, that I had not been ahle; and now it 
was too late. To which he made little or no reply. 
Upon this I awoke, and seemed at first a good deal 
alarmed: but then I considered it was but a dream; 
80 went to sleep again, and dreamed I had got home, 
and that things looked extremely unpleasant; yet 
nevertheless^ I thought I seemed glad I was there,* 
thou^ I had only come to give up my old certificate, 
and to get a new one in order to come back again to 
visit those places which I had unwisely left. At 
which, I thought thou looked sorrowful, and blamed 
me very much for coming home before I had done. 

Thou may think these dreams awakened my feel- 
ings: yet I was not disposed to lay any stress upon 
Vol, XL— 13 
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them, or to turn my* attention from the proiSpeet of 
embarking with my dear friend: neither did I, ttU 
after we had been on board the ship^ although dear 
Samuel Emien had spoken the evening before, in an 
opportunity which he had in Robert Benson^s fami-^ 
ly, with what may, be called holy pertinence to my 
states though he knew it not, for I had not opened 
my mind to any one. 

A few hours after we returned from the diip, we 
set out for Lancashire Quarterly meeting, in compa- 
ny with our much beloved friend Sarah Talbot, and 
her companion, Sarah. Shackleton ; whose compa- 
ny was truly comfortable to me. She had good ser- 
vice in some of the sittings of that meeting; having 
grown much in her gift since I left home; in which 
I rejoice. I was also favoured, through mercy, to re- 
lieve my mind once more amongst that people. The 
following day, We had a large public meeting, which 
was thought to be a favoured time.' Next morning 
we parted with Sarah, I trust under the influence of 
that love which first united our spirits together; she 
proceeded northward^ and we returned to Liverpool, 
taking one meeting in our way, in hopes by throw- 
ing off this burden, I should have been easy to take 
my passage home. But instead of that, the prospect 
of Scotland came upon me with double forcej — yet I 
. • found no liberty to mention it, even to my dear friend 
S. B. My beloved friend Samuel Emlen was again 
baptized into the tried state of my mind, and had to 
speak with such clearness to it, that there was no 
need of further information. Friends* minds itere 
all so dipped into sympathy with me that inquiry 
was soon made into the cause of my uneasiness; 
which I informed them of; and the select members 
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being called together^ were led Into foil unity md 
near sympathy with me in the concern, and they en- 
couraged me to pursue my prospect of another visit 
to Scotland. 

In that love which is stronger than death, my spi- 
rit salutes thee, and can bid thee farewell,with heart- 
felt desires that the God of all grace, mercy and 
peace may be with tiiee, and comfort ihy mind un- 
der this fresh trial. Sarah Harrison. 

On our way to Scotland, we again met with my 
much loved friend Sarah Talbot, and her companion, 
which was cause of joy ; more especially as our pros- 
pects were similar, and it looked likely we might be 
together, at least part of the journey. She is a power- 
ful minister, and gets on finely. We were at a num- 
ber of meetings together, in which best help was 
graciously afforded; so that we have great cause to 
eommemorate the goodness of infinite Wisdom in 
thus favouring us with the overshadowing wing of 
his love from place to place. 

After leaving Liverpool, we had seventy-two meet- 
ings, and travelled about eight hundred miles pre- 
vious to our coming to Port Patrick in Scotland, 
where we embarked for Ireland on the 5th of 10th 
mo. 1797, and landed after a passage of eight hours. 

4th month 9th, 1798. Have now nearly accom- 
plished a second visit to this nation of Ireland, and 
think my service is nearly complete. I wish to em- 
bark for my native land, as soon as possible after 
my bands are loosed ; for I have often thought it not 
only unseemly, but unsafe for those that ai*e out on 
the Lord's errands to stay longer than is really ne- 
cessary, after they have finished the work assigned 
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them to do in any place. Thia is what, I think, I 
have hitherto carefully avoided, and am desirous q{ 
walking by the same rule to the end, so that I may 
be preserved from erring in vision or stumbling in 
judgment, with regard to my own movements; that 
if favoured to reach my own habitation, it may be 
with an unclouded mind, and in the enjoyment of 
that true peace, of which I have been so long in por^ 
suit, and which I may with thankfulness acknow- 
ledge, I have felt to flow as an uninterrupted stream 
since I came to this city, Dublin, 

Liverpool, 5th mo. 14th, At the close of the Year- 
ly IVfeeting in Dublin, we sailed in company with 
William Savery and several other Friends who were 
bound to the Yearly Meeting at London; and land- 
ed in the evening at Holyhead, I trust with thankful 
hearts. Thence we proceeded to this place, anjl were 
kindly received by our mutual friends, Robert an^ 
Sarah Benson. My prospect is now to attend the 
Yearly Meeting in London before embarking for my 
native land. 

While in London, my way was entirely closed up 
from returning home with William Savery, as I had 
anticipated. So that my life seems to be a scene of 
conflict and probation; yet nevertheless, when I am 
enabled to look toward that glorious habitation whose 
walls are salvation and whose gates are praise, and 
whose inhabitants ican no more say they are sick, — 
there is something so animating in the prospect, that 
I have been made willing to endure hardness as a 
good soldier, and to give up my own will and incli* 
nation, in obedience to the Divine requirings, in or- 
der that I may happily attain to the enjoyment of it. 
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Visit to the Continent. 
Sarah Harrison had now been about six years ab- 
sent from her friends at home^ on this visit to Eng- 
knd, &c. and it was natural to suppose that Friends, 
both in England and at home would feel some anxie- 
ty on account of the unusual length of time spent in 
this concern. It was trying to herself, and very con- 
trary to her inclination, and even her expectation to 
be so long thus engaged — She had already received 
three returning certificates from the London Yearly 
Meeting, in prospect of being released; and on her 
return from Ireland, in company with Wm. Savery, 
had pleasingly anticipated being ready to embark 
with him for her native land, v«ry loon after the 
Yearly Meeting, which William felt bound to attend. 
While at Liverpool, Sarah felt a clear impression of 
duty again to attend that Yearly Meeting, as if a 
voice had been uttered, "Go, show thyself to Friends 
in London.'' To this she yielded after some mental 
conflict; and as the following letter to her husband 
g^ves a view of her state pf mind, and of the opening 
of her concern to visit the continent, under circum-r 
stances that show her dedication to the clear mani-> 
festationt of duty, though very much in the cross to 
her natural inclination, it may in some measure ex-^ 
plain the reasons of her long absence in this very 
extensive and interesting religious concern. 

Lmdon^ 6l& mo. SO^A, 1798: 
Mr BELOVED HUSBAKD, — • 

In my last, dated at Liverpool, I informed 

thee of my prospect of coming to this city in order 

to attend the Yearly Meeting, from a sense of duty; 

at it sqiqpeared not only iMmsistent with good order, 

13* 
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biit also with my blessed Master's will, that I should 
come and show myself to my friends in a collective 
capacity, and give them some account of my last 
journey; which I was enabled to do to 'the satisfac- 
tion of Friends and the peace of my own mind. I 
may also tell thee, not boastingly, but with a thank* 
fill heart, that I was agreeably disappointed; for I 
expected to have met with a very cool reception, and 
that the language of, What doest thou here? would 
have been secretly uttered in the ears of my under- 
standing, if not vocally so. But through mercy it 
proved otherwise; for, instead of being looked down 
upon with an eye of contempt. Friends from the dif- 
ferent Quarters seemed glad to see me; and I believe 
it was so beyond all manner of doubt, as their con- 
duct both in and out of meeting manifested their 
unity and sympathy with me; which was as marrow 
to my bones. At one time, several Friends were led 
to speak to me and my companion Sarah Birkbeck^ 
in such a wonderful manner, that I was made to ac- 
knowledge on the bended knee of body and mind, 
tiiat it was the Lord's doings, and marvellous in our 
eyes. 

Thus, I was amply paid for coming to London, and 
not only rewarded for what was past, but strength- 
ened and encouraged to give up to an awful prospect 
that had opened upon my mind the day we left Liv- 
erpool, of visiting some parts of Germany, particu- 
larly those under our name at Pyrmont; and those 
in the south of France have also been brought so 
fresh in my remembrance that I believed it right 
when I laid my concern before the morning meeting 
of ministers and elders, to tell Frirads that I bad but 
little reason to expect I should be excused from gfh 
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ing there. This was a great surpriae to most, if not 
all in the meeting, except a few to whom I had men- 
tioned it a few days before, in hopes of gaining re- 
lief that way, which gave me peace in believing I 
had moved rightly in the concern. But it was try- 
ing to my nature to expose myself to Friends in this 
city by opening such a prospect, after having re- 
ceived the third certificate from the Yearly Meeting. 
However I had faith given me to believe, that if the 
concern was right, way would be made; if not. Friends 
would be favoured with a sense of it, and I should 
be relieved from the painful exercise which I was 
wading under. There was considerable weight over 
the meeting, and Friends* minds were dipt into near 
and feeling sympathy with me, and there was not 
one voice lifted against it, but the concurring lan- 
guage was, Loose her and let her go; and a commit- 
. tee was appointed to draw a certificate. 

Ah! my dear, I have no language to set forth the 
agony of soul I have passed through, since my mind 
hath been brought under this unforeseen exercise and 
prospect The day after the date of my last letter to 
thee, as we were riding along the road from Liver* 
pool towards Warrington, my mind being in a sweet 
composed frame, I was taking a retrospective view 
of my long and arduous journey through this and the 
adjacent islands, and did not see where I could mend 
it, either with respect to time or any thing else, if I 
had it all to do over again. Under this consoling evi- 
dence, I said in my heart, I shall go borne laden with 
peace. This conclusion was scarcely formed, before 
I heard a voice with my spiritual ear, saying. If thou 
doit, thou must go to tl^ continent And it has 
proved as a nail fastened in a aure place, ao that I 
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have not been able to remove it; and if ever I have 
felt the terrors of the Lord, it has been when I was 
striving to turn away from this prospect One night, 
as I was conflicting with it, the mournful situation 
which that humble follower of Christ, Daniel Stan- 
ton, was plunged into after his return from Europe, 
for want of giving up to a similar prospect, was 
brought fresh to my remembrance, accompanied with 
a persuasion that if I dtd not give up, I should share 
the same condition; and instead of coming home with 
sheaves of enriching peace in my bosom, I should 
lose my reward for all I had done, and become as a 
withered branch that is to be trodden under foot of 
men: and therefore I dared not any longer plead ex- 
cuses. 

Since I have thrown my burden on Friends, I have 
been favoured with a quiet mind, and I believe my 
spirit hath been in sobie measure borne up above the 
floods of affliction by the sympathy oi my friends; 
and none have felt more deeply for me, I believe, 
than dear George and Sarah Dillwyn^— friends in 
need are friends indeed; and they have stood by me 
in the needful time. George has showed me all the 
brotherly kindness that my heart could look for: and 
therefore my friends at home need not be under any 
apprehensions of my moving contrary to the united 
judgment of the brethren here. 

I have now another sacrifice to make, ii^ioh is to 
foe separated from my near and dear companion, 
Sarah Birkbeck; which is indeed like giving up a 
right hand, for such she has been to me. But I see 
all must be given up, and every prop removed, so 
that I must have nothing to lean upon but the breast 
of the Bdoved of soqIs. Yet it looks likely that 
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Charity Cook and Mary Swett will Supply her place; 
they having had similar prospects, even before they 
left home; and since I opened my concern, their^s 
have revived with sueh weight and clearness, that I 
rejoice in the expectation of their company. 

With the salutation of love to thee and the chil- 
dren, I remain thy affectionate 

Sarah Harrison. 

7th mo. 20th. I can say by blessed experience 
that the Lord is God, and changeth not; therefore 
the sons of Jacob are not consumed. Although, at 
times, the enemy may come in like a flood upon us, 
yet the spirit of the Lord lifts up a standard against 
him, as we are devoted to follow him in the way of 
his leadings, saying in the language of him that trod 
the way to glory before us, Not my will, but thine 
be done. Though this may be a hard lesson to flesh 
and blood, yet when the mind is reduced into tiiat 
state of nothingness wherein the solemn silence of 
the flesh is experienced, hard things are made easy, 
and bitter things sweet; and then we can say, Thy 
kingdom come; thy will be done in earth as it is 
done in heaven; and a high-way is cast up where we 
saw no way; so that we are convinced that the Lord's 
ways are ways^)f pleasantness, and his paths are 
paths of peace; and as we abide in them, we feel our 
peace to flow as a river, and our righteousness to be 
as the waves of the sea. 

We expect George Stacey and Frederick Smith 
to accompany us to the continent 

On the 21st of the 7th month, I left London in 
company with Charity Cook and Mary Swett, who 
were also set at liberty to engage in a like concern. 
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We arrived at Hamburg on the 4th of 8th moBth; 
having been detained a week longer in our floating 
habitation than was necessary, by reason of the con- 
voy's taking us round by Yarmoutii, and otherwise 
keeping us in suspense. While we were on board 
the vessel we had three religious opportunities; the 
last was with the sailors, and I trust it was owned 
by the divine Master. We had a meeting appointed 
for the inhabitants of Hamburg, at which but two men 
attended^ we also visited a religious family there. — 
Then set out and reached Hanover, where we had 
two meetings on first-day; one in the morning at the 
meeting-house, and another in the afternoon at the 
inn; which were pretty well attended, and we were 
strengthened to relieve our minds. 

From Hanover we came to Pyrmont, where we 
were closely engaged for about ten days; first in fix- 
ing for housekeeping, cooking, &c. for the people 
seem to have no idea of entertaining those who come 
to visit them; they rather expect to receive than to 
give: and indeed there are not more than one or two 
families that are in circumstances to do it with any 
degree of -convenience. 

We were as comfortably accommodated as could 
be expected, havipg three rooms, three beds, and the 
use of the kitchen: we found our own provisions, and 
cooked them ourselves, with the assistance of ^ girl 
and a lad that spoke English pretty well. Thus we 
commenced housekeepers at Pyrmont, in the very 
house where dear John Pemberton breathed his last 
We went to see his grave, and I sat down upon it 
with some serious thoughts that impressed my mind, 
fully believing that the Judge of all the earth doeth 
all things righL- 
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While thus tarrying at Pyrmont, we attended their 
meetings as they came in course, and visited the fa- 
milies. Then went to Minden, lyhich we reached at 
night; but it being a fortified town, we were stopped, 
and obliged to give in our names,-^tell whence we 
came, and where we were bound, and what our busi- 
ness was. By this means an alarm was soon spread 
through the town; and next morning the magistrates 
sent to the Friend at whose house the meeting had 
been held for seven years^ forbidding him to have 
any more meetings in his house. Next day, being 
the first of the week, meetings were held as usual, 
and largely attended by the town's people, consider- 
ing how little notice was given. On second -day, the 
Friend was committed ta prison for his disobedience 
to the command of the magistrates. Upon this, a mes- 
senger was sent to us, forbidding us to hold any more 
meetings there; but as it was the preparative meeting 
day, we thought it right to attend; which we were fa- 
voured to do in the quiet, till just as they were closing 
the business, when two officers came with an order 
from the magistrates to break up the meeting and 
seal the door; but they were civil enough to wait till 
we had done. This occasioned a great crowd about 
the door; and Charity Cook, feeling her heart warm- 
ed with gospel love, began to call the people to re- 
pentanee through Lewis Seebohm, as interpreter. — 
But the officers came, like roaring lions, and com- 
manded silence; and taking Lewis by the shoulders 
drew him away: so Charity was under the necessity 
of holding her peace. 

We returned to the inn under some discourage- 
ment, not knowing what the consequence might be. 
However, we had not been in long before a summons 
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W98 sent for Lewis to appear the next day, at half past 
two; which he did, and was committed to prison for 
not taking off his hat We were then left in a poor 
pli^t; — none of ns being able to speak a word so as 
to be understood; and that was not all; for every foot 
we heard, we expected they were coming to take us 
also: which I believe they wx>uld have done, had it 
not been for that Power that rules and reigns, not 
only in the hosts of heav^i, but amongst the inhabi- 
tants of the earth, and can turn the hearts of men as 
a man turns a water-course in his field. Well, by 
some means or other their hearts were so softened 
before night, that they gave them all liberty to go to 
their respective homes for the night, ordering them 
to appear before them next morning at ten o'clock. 
At the time appointed, they all made their appear- 
ance; and, their hats being taken off, they were ad- 
mitted into the council-chamber. After asking them 
some questions concerning our principles, &c, to 
which they were enabled to give^ such answers as 
appeared to satisfy the officers, who, after giving 
them a gentle rebuke for their contempt of the court, 
released them, and let them go. 

I omitted mentioning a precious opportunity which 
we had with the counsellor which Sarah Grubb affec- 
tionately mentioned, though she compared him to 
Nicodemus. He is father-in-law to Lewis Seebohm. 
He bad seemed much opposed to Friends ; and erven 
while we were there, he did all in his power to pre- 
;vent silence; and would have accomplished his de- 
sire, if he had not been requested to be still. He 
was then powerfully spoken to, and was so brought 
down that it may in truth be said he was humbled 
as in the dust He parted with us in much love and 
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teademessf and said be intended to cotme to Pyrmont 
to aee us again. 

After we were liberated from Minden, we came 
to Rinteln, and had two meetings there. They were 
largely attended, and I trust owned by the great 
Shepherd. We returned to Pyrmont on the Ist of 
the 9th month) and sat with Friends in their morn- 
ing meeting; also had a large meeting in the after- 
noon. Next day the monthly meeting began at three 
o'clock in the afternoon. It was a deeply exercising 
time, and was adjourned till next day; when Friends 
met and proceeded to the business. We felt much 
for them; the enemy having got in among them and 
sowed tares, which makes hard work for the honest- 
hearted. It was thought to be a favoured season^ and 
our hearts were made glad in believing that they 
were under the notice of Him who sleeps not by 
day, nor slumbers by night. There are three par- 
ticular meetings which compose this monthly meet- 
ing; Hanover, Pyrmont, and Minden. 

On fourth-day, we had the company of n^any of the 
great folks, who come here from far for the benefit 
of the waters. To them the gospel was preached, I 
trust, in the demonstration of the Spirit, by Charity 
Cook ana Mary Swett, and myself had a share in the 
labour, to my own peace and satisfaction. 
. After spending about three weeks with our friends 
at Pyrmont, we set out with a view of pursuing our 
journey to France; but the wind that bloweth where 
it listeth, turned us back again. So we had the op- 
portunity of sitting witJi them in their monthly 
meeting at Pyrmont the second time, and had good 
service therein. In our route we had two meetings 
at Hameln, also visited the prisoners there, many 
Vol. XL— 14 
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dl fdiom are confined for lift. The gospel flowed 
freely towards them, divers of whom were much 
broken, and all took the visit kind. 

We went to Hanover the second time, but were 
not allowed to hold meetings with the people at large. 
However, we sat with those und^r our name and a 
few others who came and sat with us, and a precious, 
uniting time it was. 

On the 13th of the 10th month, 1798, in the even- 
ing we reached Friedberg, and the following day, 
which was first-day, a meeting was pressed, and a 
room being hired for the purpose, we employed a 
man to give general notice of the intention: In about 
an hour, or somewhat less, after the stated time, and 
when perhaps a hundred people were assembled, the 
governor of the town made his entry with several 
soldiers. Licwis Seebohm being on his feet, he que- 
ried of him if he spoke French; and then by what 
authority the meeting was held. On being informed 
that it was under an appreheninon of religious duty, 
he made little further remark than that we and all the 
company were his prisoners. He then withdrew, tho^ 
requested to stay, and left the soldiers to guard the 
romn. Our friends were severally engaged in testi- 
mony, principally in reference to what had occurred, 
exhorting the people to the fear of God, which would 
carry them over tiie fear of man, and manifesting in 
their ccmduct the stability of their own minds; which 
seemed to have an impressive efiect on £vers, though 
the circumstance itself was the cause of much buirtle 
and conversation. Soon after, an officer returned with 
an order for the deliyery of the key of our sq[>artmento, 
and of such papers as we had about us; and about an 
hour after this die peopfe were set at liberty. 
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The meeting began at four, and about nine we were 
ordered to our apartments, to which we were conduct* 
ed by a guard. On arriying there we found our pack* 
ages had all been removed into the women's lodging 
room, the doors of which were sealed up, and our 
sitting room only left for our accommodation. This 
was trying, to us females especially, and was render^ 
ed more so by having two soldiers stationed in it as 
guards — a guard was also placed on the outside, and 
die streets paraded through the night by the milita^ 
ry. This conduct bespoke much alarm; but we were 
preserved calm, and the night passed without much 
solicitude or interruption. Towards noon on the fol* 
lowing day, the ofBeers came, and calling for the 
keys of our bunks, proceeded to open and search 
them^ with a view to discover what were our real de- 
signs and character. 

The magistrates did not appear capable of conceiv- 
ing how people should leave their fkmilies and en- 
gagements in life, spend so much, as we must neces- 
sarily do, and expose themselves to so much difficul- 
ty and danger, on a principle so disinterested as we 
professed ours to be. The extent also of our letters 
of credit, some of them being unlimited, increased 
apprehension that under cover of or connected with a 
religious motive, there were others less pure, which 
it became them to explore. But, conscious of our in- 
nocence, we were preserved in a disposition of open- 
ness, and without any mark of fear. 

After staying about two hours, they withdrew, 
first allowing the women to take out some necessary 
apparel, and in the evening returned, but flid little 
more thsoi order the trunks, which had been left on 
the carriage^ to be taken off and locked up with the 
rest 
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The next night we had three soldiers in the room, 
not we supposed from any apprehension that nve 
should be difiSeult to manage, but the additional per- 
son appeared to be placed as a spy on our actions and 
conversation: he was a subaltern ofBcer, who, we had 
reason to suppose, could spe^k English, and seemed 
well calculated for the place he had to fill. With a 
suspicion of this kind, and to avoid the possibility of 
misconstruction, we restrained ourselves from much, 
even innocent conversation, and probably disappoint- 
ed them. One of our guards had been a priest, and 
wa^ a sensible man. We lent them our books, such 
as the Apology, No Cross No Crown, Summary, &c. 
iidiich were read with much attention, and the quon- 
dam priest and another of them yielded to the truths 
they contained, and were tender. The governor also, 
and other magistrates, had each of them books at their 
own request, in order to discover if they contained 
any thing which might militate against their political 
system. This night was also passed tolerably, the 
guards being civil and respectful in withdrawing in<i> 
to the lobby, on the women's wanting to retire to 
rest, and to rise in the morning; and during the night, 
though in the room, they behaved orderly. 

The third day came, and no relief. We under- 
stood they had taken down the names of those who 
attended the meeting, and had given directions that 
no one should be permitted to speak to us; s»id the 
officer having required to know what property we 
had with us, we were not without suspicion that they 
meant to take possession of it, and to attempt the ex- 
action of more on our letters of credit: but whatevet* 
their designs were, they forbore, and therefore it is 
candid to suppose, their inquiry was only with a view 



d by Google 



VISIT IN GERMANY. 161 

of more perfectly ascerUining our object and ebarac- 
ter. Toward the evening, a messenger came; and on 
our complaining of the treatment we received, in so 
unpleasant a detention, he observed that the general 
had been indisposed, and that more time waa»want* 
ed for the examination of our books. 

We pleaded our innocence of any political object, 
and hoped speedily to be informed what they meant 
to do with us, and that if they intended to confine us 
much longer, it should be where our expenses might 
be on a smaller scale; and further, that we consider- 
ed the honour of the French character implicated in 
our detention, as we had obtained their minister's 
visa at Cassel, which was to free us to Francfort 
This messenger {>romised to represent what we had 
offered, but observed that the minister's seal was not 
affixed — ^we replied, that they could not dispute ika 
being his hand writing, which he had himseli^ told us 
would be sufficients 

Fourth-day morning, our exercise seemed some- 
what to abate, not from Iny af^Tcarance of relief, but 
from a supporting, renewed persuasion, that, be the 
event what it might, we were there in the way' of 
our duty. About eleven o'clock, however, the gov- 
ernor and attendants came to take a description of 
our persons •and ages, places of birth and residence, 
and of our occupation; and then told us we were at 
liberty to go on to Francfort, the nearest stage to 
their territory, but not to proceed from thence to the 
French posts beyond, nor y^ to return through that 
[dace, on pain of being taken up again, and actually 
treated as spies. To a part of our company this was 
trying, to others not so^ one of our men having ex- 
14* 



d by Google 



162 

preMed a proqiect for weeks before of being re- 
leased at Francfort 

About two o'clock we got into the carriage, but 
brfore driving off, the subaltern before mentioned 
came up in great haste and arrested our departure. 
He told us that we were to be escorted to their fron- 
tier by Uie military; and further, that previous to 
oar being allowed to set off, he had an order from 
the general for the expense which we hiaid occasion- 
ed them. Our men friends went directly to the go- 
vernor to have the matter explained, and told him 
that as Uie subject struck us, it would imply a con- 
sciousness of guilt, which we could not admit; and 
if it had relation to our religious freedom, we must 
submit to further imprisonment rather than violate 
our consciences by complying with the pajrment He 
replied, that was not the ground on which they act- 
ed, norpn which it was demanded; but that they had 
found us on their territory as subjects of an enemy's 
country, and had in consequence arrested us; and 
this expense had been incOrred in guarding us till 
they had had opportunity of judging and deciding on 
our case. We had before been told, that on coming 
into the town we ought to have apprized the gover- 
nor of our arrival, and that their suspicions had been 
increased by the omission of it-^but we were con- 
tent in not having done it, because the compliance 
with this form would probably have prevented the 
meeting ^d the consequent information to the peo- 
ple, which we have reason to hope our being there 
had spread among them, not only by the dispersion 
of a number of books, but we hope by the example - 
set them, and the cause of our being among them, 
attracting notice and inquiry. 



d by Google 



TRAVELS IN GERMANY. 163 

The ground being thus clearly stated, we were 
easy in paying the demancT, which was about a guinea, 
and thereupon took our leave. Numbers of the peo- 
ple gathering about us, testified their satisfaction at 
our being liberated, and we have some reason to 
hope, they will not soon forget or lose the benefit of 
the visit With respect to ourselves, we considered 
it a providential interference for our release. Our 
expressions and actions^ as well as papers, havii^ 
been attended to with jealousy, had any trace of po- 
litical design been discovered, or even implied, we 
had reason to suppose they would have treated us as 
spies, and in a manner that might have endangered 
our personal safety. 

Having been kept in close confinement guarded by 
three armed men night and day till the 17th, we 
were thus set at liberty to return to England; but 
not by the way we came: for we had passed through 
several towns belonging to them. They told us if 
we went into any part of the dominions of France, 
we should be taken yp as spies, and treated as such; 
although they confessed they did not believe we were 
such. They treated us with great civility; and I be- 
lieve several of the guards, as well as the o&cers, felt 
for us, and were truly glad when we were liberated. 
We distributed many books amongst them, and had 
divers opportunities of explaining our principles to 
them; which they allowed to be good. So that upon 
the whole, we have no cause to be sorry that we fell 
into their hands: for though they have prevented us 
from paying the debt which we apprehended due to 
the inhabitants of that nation, yet we have the con- 
soling evidence of having done what we could; and 
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^ it is cause of thankfulness that our minds have been 
preserved in quietness through all. 

In a day or two after we were discharged from our 
prison, notwithstanding their threats we be^eyed it 
right to pursue our first prospect, being under an ap- 
prehension that we had too tamely submitted to the 
commandment of men; and that we should not be 
clear without informing our men friends, that we 
were willing to make another trial, if either of them 
would go with us. But as they entirely declined go- 
ing with us, we felt ourselves comfortably released; 
not doubting the will was taken for the deed. But 
we had a great conflict to pass through before a total 
surrender of ourselves and our all to the Lord's dis- 
posal, was experienced: when this state of resignation 
was attained, I think I can say, we would as lieve 
ha.ve gone as not, and I dont know but that I would 
rather, as we were so near; and I believed they would 
not have power to hurt us. 

In the course of this journey, forty-five public meet- 
ings were attended, besides paying a visit to most of 
the families of Pyrmont monthly meeting, and hold- 
ihg several religious conferences. About six hundred 
and seventy-five books were also distributed — and 
we travelled by land and water nearly sixteen hun- 
dred miles. 

On the 14th of the 1 Ith month we embarked for 
England, and on the 16th landed at Yarmouth, I trusty 
with thankful hearts. After resting a few days theore^ 
we came in company to Ipswich, where we parted; 
Charity Cook and Mary Swett proposing to take the 
meetings on their way to London, and myself^ after 
remaining a few days at Ipswich, was taken ill of 
the cholic, which confined me for some time at the 
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house of my, kind friend, John Head. The Lord 
has been merciful unto me, in raising up many sym- 
pathizing friends in this land, who have felt for me 
an4 tenderly administered to. my comfort and en- 
couragement In about five weeks,J[ was so far re- 
covered as to be taken to Needham, where I was ten- 
derly nursed by my beloved friend, Mary Alexan- 
der. 

From Needham, Sarah Harrison wrote home as fol- 
lows: " 1st mo. 2eth, 1799. If life and health permit, 
I expect I shall be at liberty to return in the course 
of the summer, but not before the Yearly Meeting; 
as I am by no means fit to come alone, and have rea- 
son to expect company after that time. Indeed, with- 
out a great change in my state of health, I shall not 
be able to undertake such a journey much sooner.'' 

No account is found among her papers of the pre- 
cise time of her return to her native land, nor does 
it appear that she travelled much in the work of the 
ministry afterwards. From various causes, she was 
introduced in many trials and deep provings, and 
bodily infirmities so increased upon her as to dis- 
qualify her in great measure for much usefiilness 
in church afiairs, or attending to the concerns of 
domestic life. In this state of privation and suffer^ 
ing, she was an object of the sympathy of her friends; 
an evidence of which is furnished in some of the en- 
suing letters, selected out of numbers that were sent 
to her from distant parts. As she laboured under 
great difficulty in writings even in earlier life, this 
may account for her omitting to make any record of 
probations and trials attendant on her declining years. 
Th^ following essay of a letter to a friend (whoso 
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name is not given) was probably one of her last ef- 
forts of this kind. It appesmi to have been commenced 
in the 5th months 1811, and finished in the month 
following. As it portrays her state and condition, 
even when surrounded with privations, trials and dif- 
ficulties, so it shows that her confidence was r^M>sed 
in that Arm of power which sustains the dedicated 
mind under the changes and vicissitudes of time, and 
furnishes the hope of a blessed immortality. 

PkOadelpkm, 5tk mo, IdU. 

** My esteemed friend — I feel it due to thee to ac- 
knowledge my grateful acceptance of thy kind pre- 
sentj^ through which thou hast manifested thy sym- 
pathy, and proved the verity of that saying, ^'A fiiend 
in need is a friend indeed." I have often thought it 
would be a satisfaction to thee if thou did but know 
how many comforts it afibrded me in the course of 
the last winter, which was a very trying one to me 
in many ways. My state of health was such as re- 
quired many things which would have been altogeth- 
er out of my reach if it had not been for thy kindness; 
and I have no dqubt it will be gratifying to thee to 
know how much good it did me. I trust I may say 
in tru^h, that my mind was often covered with a de- 
gree oT thankfulness to Him that opened the heart of 
Lydia, for opening thine towards me; for surely it 
was the Lord's doing, and hath been marvellous in 
my eyes, that thou shouldst remember thy poor, un- 
worthy, but sincere friend. But as it is written, 
** They that give to the poor, lend to the Lord;" so, 
we cannot doubt that they will be amply repaid by 
him who remains to be a good pay-master. 

Many have been, and continue,to b^ the triab per- 
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mitt^ to assail me, with which, had not the everiast* 
mg Arm been imdemeath, I must ere this have been 
aywrwhekned: bat, through adorable mercy, I am at 
times favoured with an evidence that the foundation 
of God standeth sure; and if I am enaUed through 
hidj help to stand fast thereon, I trust all these things 
will work together for good. 

Many are the bodDy infirmities which attend me, 
so that I cannot walk much abroad; yet through the 
aid of Friends' carriages, I frequently get to meetings. 
My dear husband is feeble in body and mind, which 
has disqualified him for any kind of btiusiness; and 
this makes our situation the naore trying: however I 
do not distrust the mercy of Him who hath promised 
to bless the provision of Sion, and to satisfy her poor 
with bread. If we are of -this description, I have np 
doubt the truth of this blessed promise will be veri« 
fied in our experience in a two-fold sense. 

I observe in the acceptable epistle from your Year- 
ly Meeting to ours, which was read to the comfort 
of many, mention is made of the decease of some of 
the standard-bearers amongst you: we have recently 
experienced a similar stripping. James Simpson, a 
valiant in his Master's service, was suddenly re- 
moved; and the last month, dear Rebekah Wi:ight 
was gathered to her mansion of rest She was at our 
late Yearly Meeting, and went home as well as usual. 
On £Mirth-day following, she attended her own meet- 
ing, and that evening was taken with the gout in her 
rtMuach, and palsy on th6 brain, which in a few days 
closed the scene. 

6th mo. 25tli, 1811. Our well-beloved friend, Han- 
nah Pemberton, has put off mortality; and we have 
Bot the least shadow of doubt Aat Ae is now clothed 
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upon with immortality and eternal life« She had 
been rather more poorly than common the greater 
part, of the winter past, but was not thought danger^ 
ous till a short time before she breathed her last, per- 
haps not more than an hour: however, she was gone 
before any of her friends could get to see her, which 
made it rather trying to some of us that loved her. 

I wish to be most affectionately remembered to thy 
beloved wife. She hath often been the companion of 
my mind, more especially since I heard of the try- 
ing dispensation which she has had to pass through; 
which, no doubt is permitted in unerring wisdom for 
some good end, though hid front human eyes. How- 
ever, her situation claims the tender sympathy of her 
friends, and I think I have felt as much for her as I 
am capable of. I feel a liberty to revive a portion of 
scripture that has often sprung up fresh in my mind 
when looking towards her, and which I think is full 
fraught with encouragement, in substance on this 
wise, *^ In all their afflictions he was afflicted with 
them, and the angel of his presence saved them, and 
preserved them from harm. In his love and in his 
pity he redeemed them, and carried them all the days 
of old.'* Well, my dear afflicted friend, is there any 
thing short of his redeeming love that could have 
weaned thy affections from the abundance of the good 
things of this life, of which thou art in possession, 
and reconciled thee to sit as in benighted darkness, 
without beholding the beauties of this outward crea- 
tion, which are so amply displayed; — and have pre- 
served thee in that quiet frame of mind which from 
time to time is mercifully afforded thee. 

Please to give my love to all those to whom thou 
may think it will be acceptable: if I was to begin to 
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name, I should net knoW wAere to stop. In love to 
thee, thy dear wife and children, I remain thy friend, 

Sarah Harrison." 



For many of the latter years of her life, she was 
subject to severe attacks of bilious cholic, as some- 
times noted in the preceding memoirs. Her last ill- 
ness was very short, and she expired in much calm- 
ness and quietude, like one going to sleep. 

Since most of thfe foregoing account of the life and 
travels of Sarah Harrison was printed, we have been 
furnished with the following, copied from the record 
in the family bible, in the hand writing of Thomas 
Harrison; by which a mistake in the time of her birth 
as noted.on page 98, may be corrected. Her marriage 
is also stated to have been in the year 1764. 

" On first-day, about 4 o'clock in the afternoon, 
12th mo. 29th, 1812, my beloved wife Sarah Harri- 
son departed this life, in her 76th year of age; and 
on the 1st day of 1st month was interred in Friends' 
burying ground, at Mulberry street, attended by a 
large number of Friends. Having lived with her in 
great unity forty-eight years and about six months." 
(Signed) Tho's Harrison. 



letters to Sarah Harrison. 

, The tdkming Letter ftom Jbehua Sburple^ written while attend- 
ing Yearly Meeting, manUestfi the i^]nnpathetic feelings of his mind, 
and conveys some encooraging exhortations that may be osefbl to 
others. His testimony concerning his deceased wife Edith, is also 

Vol. XI.— 15 
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worthy of freserr^tion. It might ho weM if vo had a moro minute 
hiogimphical acooont of that ezcellcDt Womaiu 

PAOMfeZ/i&ia, 27fA o^9<& mo. 178t. 
Dear friend,— 

Thou hast obtained a place in my mind, at 
times, with near synipathy and affectionate remem* 
branee, eyer since I first heard of thy concern to yisit 
Friends to the southward; and about the time of our 
last Quarterly meeting, I felt such a lively travail for 
thy encouragement, support and preservation, under 
the prospect, as well as performance, of thy religious 
duty, — ^that I believe I should have then written to 
thee. But omission of duty brings weakness, and 
disqualifies for performing that which, had it been 
attended to when prospects were more clear, would 
have been better. 

I fully believe thy trials, both inwardly and out- 
wardly, will at times be discouraging. The delicacy 
of thy frame, and inability (in thy own view) of un- 
dergoing the fatigue attending such a journey, I ex- 
pect, are ofteiv before thee; as well as inward prov- 
ings, deep teiptisms, discouraging prospects and close 
trials felt: but He that puts forth, as there is a confi- 
dent looking unto him, and relying upon him, even 
when faith and hope may be nearly exhausted, will 
be experienced to go before and open the way, to 
the comfort and encouragement of the weary travel- 
ler. He is a good master; he requires no more of 
his servants than he gives ability to perform. I be- 
lieve, as thy abiding is in him, — casting all thy care 
upon him, thou wilt have marvellously to experience^ 
his wonders and see his ways in the deep. Mayst 
tiiQu put on strength in the Lord, imd have confidence 
in his holy name. May he be ^eur to keefi and pre- 
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flerve, and enable thee to perform every opening of 
duty that he may see meet^ in his wisdom, to point 
oHt, is the breaUiing exercise of my mind. 

Thou may let Friends know who may inquire 
concerning my dear wife, that the nearness which 
subsisted between her and many dear friends in those 
parts, continued while she remained in time; — ^diat 
it was her joy and delight to hear from them,— mut 
her travail and eoncern for their preservation, wafl 
great; and that she embraced every opportunity of 
inquiring after their welfiure. As she lived, — so she 
died. Her zeal and concern for the welfare of society, 
were increasingly manifest, to her last; and she was 
enabled to preach the gospel powerfully in a pubiie 
meeting not more than four days before her decease. 

Please to remember me affectionately to Thomtf 
Winslow and others of her -dear friends, who may 
inquire after her; thou^ unknown to me by faet> 
yet I feel them near for the Ipve she bore for them. 
My dear love to Norris Jones and Lydia Hoskins, 
In affectionate nearness, I conclude, and remain thy 
sympathizing friend, Joshua Sharples. 



Robert Pleasants, the writer of the ensuing letter^ resided at a small 
settlement of Friends in Virginia. It may excite the feeling often- 
domest in some who are surroonded with the enjoyments and privi- 
leges of soeiety, very diflbrent firom those of this Friend^ who eftcH 
went to meeting, and sat alone. 

OtiriM, fH Vtrgiftitf, llth mo. ^M, 1789. 
<< It would^ one pf my greatest temporal comforts 
to see my children coming up in a steady attention to 
the dictates of Truth, and an honest discharge of duty 
both to Ctod and man. I continue in the. same lone<^ 
ly situation, at when thou wast here; and am ready to 
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say at times with the wise man, <* Wo to him that i» 
alone when he £alleth; for he hath not another to help 
him up.'* Yea, " how can one be warm alone?" — 
For though I wish not to depend upon man, I naed 
not tell thee what a comfort and strength it would be, 
to have the company and conyersation of honest 
Friends, engaged for the promotion of Truth in the 
earth. And I cant help thinking, at times, that if 
the faithful labourers from other places (where they 
seem to have enough and to spare, as in Philadelphia, 
&c.) were concerned to settle in some remote or dis- 
tant places, as I think was the case when Truth first 
broke forth in the north of England, — they might 
come to be numbered amongst <^ those who turn many 
to righteousness.'^ But I know that is not to be ex- 
pected, but- from clear apprehensions of duty and en- 
tire resignation to the Master's will. Nor is such a 
work to be accomplished in the willings and runnings 
of men in their own wisdom and strength, howerer 
great; for, if ^* the Lord build not the house, they la-» 
hour in vain that build it'* 

I have not, however, been altogether without hope, 
at times, that the Father of mercies will not permit 
the little spark of life, even in this place, to be whol- 
ly Extinguished; but rather, that there may yet be a 
revival in his appointed time. But perhaps this may 
be the effect of desire or imaginatioi^, more than any 
real prospect: many people however are anxious to 
hear preaching; and I believe they are seldom disap- 
pointed of hearing something amongst the methodist 
and baptist societies, between whom there appears to 
be a spirit of emulation who shall make the most 
proselytes. I remain thy affectionate friend, 

. .ROBXRT PLBASANTa, 
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Letter from Sarah Williams to Sarak Harrison. 

Sarah W^liaiAs, dan^hUtf of John DlekiiMOB) WAi married to 
Charles WUliams, boa q£ He8ekiah,aboirt the middle of the 3d vuNnth, 
1788. ^e appeared in the ministry when quite yoong, and was re* 
commended in the eighteenth year of her age. She departed this life 
^boot the 3(Hh of 7th month, 1789, after a short illness, leaving an , 
in&nt daughter. To those who were acquainted with her, the an. 
Bea»d letter will he an acceptable rsliOt and to other young people U 
may be instructive and edifying. Sarah Harrison called her an 
adopted daughter. 

PhUmdelpkim, I9tk^4ik mtnth, 1788. 
My dear mother, — 

Being kindly informed by thy dear husband 
of an (^portunity for conveying letters to thee, I 
thpught I felt a freedom once more to stain some pa- 
per, as a testimony of my unshi^ken love and sympa* 
thy for thee; and more especially as my minci Was 
peculiarly impressed, upon receiving such intelli'^ 
gence, with a sacred and blessed promise uttered by 
the lip of Truth, that every one who had left father^ 
mother, houses and children for his sake, should re* 
eeive in this life an hundred fohl, and in that to come, 
life everlasting: the remembrance of whi<^ I thought 
was 8u£Bcient to bear up ntch through every prov- 
ing dispensation, allotted in thjp Btate of pilgrimi^;e. 
And though 'tis my lot to inhabit, very frequently^ 
the prison-house, where not so much as one ray of 
light is suffered to penetrate the thick walls; — and 
also to feel strongly fettered, so that I am n(^ capa- 
ble of moving hand or foot^^-yet have thought, some 
few times, that I have been at least suffered to look, 
as from the top of mount P«q^, and to «ee txr into 
the holy land. And my sphit has secretly Irejoiced 
in proqpeet, that the glorioui gospel day which has 
15* 
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dawned will rise higher and higher, breaking down 
aH the walls of opposition which obscure its bright- 
ness. — ^Yea, my dear mother, permit me to say, that 
I believe it has not been for nought that thou hast 
been called into that desolate part of the vineyard: 
for the Master, it seems to me, is about to visit the 
highways, and hedges, and to draw as it were the 
heathen by his powerful love to come in and sup 
with him. 

Oh ! how my heart often overflows with love to- 
wards those whX) have sat in darkness; — ^believing 
that light is about to spring up; and what if it should 
shine with more distinguished brightness, where it 
has been least heretofore known! Insomuch that it 
may be said, *^ Where is the fury of the oppressor?'* 
when the lion comes to lie down with the lamb, and 
there is no hui'ting nor destroying in all the Lord's 
holy mountain. 

I wish not to be like the captive exile that hasten* 
eth to be loosed; yet suffer me to desire thee^ if per- 
mitted, still to remember me in thy approaches to 
the Father of mercies, that I may in his time hear 
the language of << Break the bands from off thy neck, 
O captive daughter of Zion.'' Excuse my disclosure 
of such sentiments to thee; as it is as I have been wont 
to da Should I be permitted to 4iee thee again, shall 
have more to ui^old. Farewell. S^^rah Wiixiams. 

From Lydia Hoskins, prior to her embarking 

for Europe. 

Buriingioni 3dmo,9th^ 1793. 
Dearly beloved friend, — 

I a&ea think of thee, and have much desired 

to see thee in thia trf^ of thy fidth and love to ^y 
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great and good Master who leaveth not, nor fo^saketh 
those whose trust is in him, and who are faithfully 
given up to serve him. Thou hast known many sore 
conflicts and deep baptisms of spirit, both on thy own 
account and for others, that the high professors may 
arise and shake themselves from the dust of the earth, 
wherewith many have spotted and defiled their gar- 
ments, and by which the best life has been buried in 
earthly-mindedness: that so the church militant may 
more and more arise and put on her beautiful gar- 
ments, — may be cleansed, fitted and prepared to join 
the church triumphant in heaven. Ah! my dear 
friend, these have been and are thy deep exercises: 
but the mourners in Zion and the heavy-hearte^ in 
Jerusalem who are travailing for the prosperity of 
Truth, shall in due time receive beauty for ashes, the 
oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of praise for 
the spirit of heaviness. This I believe has been, and 
will be thy experience; and He that has been with 
thee in six troubles will not leave thee in the seventh. 
May he be with thee in all dispensations, whether in 
heights or in depths — thy stay and thy stafl*, and thy 
safe convoy through time to a blessed eternity. Yea, 
may the God of all consolation, grace, mercy, peace, 
truth and love, be with thee as a shelter from the 
storm, a covert from the heat, and as the shadow of a 
mighty rock in a weary land. May he support thee 
in every trial and close besetment, and conduct thee 
safely through all storms and tempests, both wiUiin 
and without; that so thy labour may be blessed to 
the churches, to the comfort of the honest-hearted, 
and thy own enriching peace and true consolation. 

My spirit is clothed with that love and sympathy 
towaid tbae which many waters cannot quench, nor 
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floods divide; in which I conclude, and remain thy 
affectionate friend, Ltdia Hoskins. 



From Jane Snotoden, 

Dear aunt, — 

While thinking of my own poverty, and re- 
gretting that I had neither silver nor gold to offer, I 
remembered that << a man was accepted according to 
what he hath.'' The remembrance of this scripture 
passage encouraged me to make an attempt to write 
to thee. Thou mayst be sure, my dearaunt, I was af- 
fected, yea, deeply affected, when I read thy epistles 
which gave some account of thy tried situation. Joy, 
however, soon succeeded sorrow; because I believed 
thou wast under the immediate care of Him who 
would never leave nor forsake thee. And though, 
at times, he may withdraw his presence, and vail 
himself as in a thick cloud, there is no cause from 
this to believe that he will leave thee or forsake thee. 
Those whom he loves, he chastens; and the trial of 
their faith is precious in his sight What if he should 
permit thee to liken' thyself to a little one, and to 
cover thy head and feel ashamed and confounded 
because of thy nothingness; — neither is this any rea- 
son that he will leave thee or forsake thee. He im 
able to make a little one as a thousand, and a small 
one, as a great nation. And he is not only able^ but 
I believe designs to do this for thee, if thou keeps thy 
dwelling in him. Therefore it b necessary thou 
should be acquainted with thy own nothingness; that 
so, when thou hast finished the work given thee to 
do, thou may not take any of the praise to thyself; 
for verily unto us belongs nothing but bhiahiiig and 



d by Google 



SARAH HARRISON. 177 

confusion of face. With sincere desires for thy wel- 
fare every way, my spirit affectionately salutes thee, 
and bids thee farewell. Jane Snowdkn. 

PkOadelfkia, llth mo. 2m, 1792. 



From Owen Biddle. 

PhUadeljMa, 5ih mo. 2l8t, 1793. 
My dear friend and much esteemed sister, — 

I feel myself a poor creature, having often to 
look back at the hole of the pit from whence I was 
di^ed: and although it affords occasion, at times, to 
bless the hand that so marvellously wrought for our 
eacaipe, yet it occasions great self-abasement and hu- 
miliation. It is my lot often to be in a state of im- 
prisonment, and to feel as if bound in fetters and in 
iron bands; add Oh! that I may be preserved in these 
seasons, in the patient resignation of the creaturely 
wHl. 1 believe it is good for us to have our faith and 
patience thus exercised, notwithstanding it is hard to 
flesh and blood. But flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom ; it is that pure, incorruptible seed which 
is born from above, and our being made subject to 
the will of our heavenly Father, that prepares us for 
this inheritance. May we, my dear friend, so walk 
in faithful obedience through time, that we may final- 
ly have to rejoice with him through an endless eter- 
nity, in the fruition of his blessed presence in which 
there is life, and at his right hand, rivers of pleasures 
forevermoTe. 

Now, my dear friend, I shall endeavour to give 
thee some account of other things among us. Our 
dear friends, Samuel Smith, Rebecca Jones, Lydia 
Hoskins, Grace Buchanan and Robert Smith of Bm> 
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lington, have fpne to the eastward in expectation of 
attending the Yearly Meetings at Long Island and 
Rhode Island, Peter Yarnall goes with David Gum- 
ming on the same route; but Peter's concern, I hear, 
is more particularly to visit the island of Nantucket. 
Dear Hannah Cathrall is gone to London Grove 
Quarter, John James attending on her; Thomas Scat- 
tergood is yet on his services in Virginia, not expect- 
ing to return home till after the Yearly Meeting at 
Blackwater. Thus, thou may3t see that the servants 
here are not idle. 

Perhaps thou hast heard of the very weighty and 
exercising service which our dear friends, Jacob 
Lindley, John Parrish, Joseph Moore, William Sa* 
very, John Elliott and William Hartshorne have 
given up to, namely, to attend an Indian treaty which 
is to be held many hundred miles from hence, in the 
Indian country, at a place called Sandusky. They 
have gone with the full concurrence of the people in 
general, and particularly of those in power, who ap^ 
pear much disposed to promote the good work of 
pacification in which they are engaged, as are the 
officers of the British posts through which they have 
to pass, as we are informed. We have had accounts 
from William Savery, dated beyond Albany, on his 
way to Oswego in order to take shipping on lake On- 
tario, thence to pass near the falls of Niagara, and 
take shipping again on lake Erie, and proceed to the 
west end thereof, and to a place called Sandusky, 
where it is expected many thousands of the Indians 
will attend; as runners have been despatched by them 
to all the tribes that we have any infOTmation of, some 
of them ^ living very remote. At this place it is ex- 
pected atid hoped bur Friends will have a ftill oppor- 
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tunity with these people; too many of whom con- 
tinue in what is called a savage, barbarous state; al^ 
though not without a knowledge of that principle 
which is sufficient to bring salvation. Many of them 
manifest the influence of this principle on their 
hearts by the most lively expressions of sensibility, 
and sometimes acknowledge it vocally, A circum^ 
stance now occurs to my remembrance which is worth 
mentioning: 

Twenty Indians of the Wabash nation left their 
native country, about nine hundred miles westward 
of this, in the beginning of last winter, to come to 
Philadelphia in order to ratify a treaty made with 
them on behalf of the United States. On their journey 
they had to encounter many difficulties, though treat- 
ed kindly by the people. At length they all arrived 
in this city but one, who died on the way. The rest 
mostly came in healthful and stout, except two who 
bad taken the smallpox on the way. This alarmed 
our people in power, as it did the Indians. The for- 
mer, being desirous that the Indians might escape the 
infection in a natural way,"^which they considered as 
being mostly fatal to the Indians^ proposed to them 
that they should be inoculated. I'o this the Indians 
consented: but it proved unfavourable — seven of their 
number died; — some of them persons of great in- 
fluence; and one, a man of a worthy character, as be- 
ing noted for promoting a friendly disposition. — 
Whilst two of the eldest lay very ill, our friends, John 
Pemberton and John Parrish went to see them: and 
while sitting by their bed-side, after acknowledging 
to Friends a sense of their kindness in coming to see 
them, and desiring that they would come often to 
look upon them, — and that they would consider them 
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as their children, now tjiey were in a strange land;— 
one of them addressed the Other nearly in these 
words: "Brother/* said he, "dont be cast down. We 
have come upon a good work. It was the Good Spirit 
that put it into our hearts to come, to do the good 
work of peace; and whether he permits us to return 
back to our country again, or not, let us be content, 
^ 'QS I believe it will be well with us." 

This was preaching the gospel, tl^e power of God 
that brought them to say. Thy will be done— the 
highest anthem sung in heaven, as our dear friend 
S. F. had to testify. 

Since thou left thy dear native place, we have been 
generally favoured with health. To the list of inter- 
ments, which have been few, may be added that of 
Richard Mason's son Benjamin, who died suddenly 
last week; and that of Hannah Kite who deceased yes- 
terday, after a lingering illness, in which she mani- 
fested a desire to be With her dear Redeemer; and 
ex{H*essed her hope that if she was preserved in pa- 
tience to the end, all would be well with her. 

On the night after the death of R. Mason's son, his 
work-shop (in which were thirteen or fourteen fire- 
engines, some nearer finished than others, with all 
his materials, and considerable property of his sons) 
took fire, and was burnt to the ground, with three or 
four adjacent buildings. This loss, in addition to the 
death of his son, excited the sympathy of his friends 
and others; and large collections were made for the 
sufiferers.by which they were in part relieved. 

I am, dear friend, with feelings of pure friendship 
and esteem, thy poor, unworthy brother, 

Owen Biddlb. 
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Notejrom John Pembtrton, 

Beloved friend, — 

I often think of thee, and desire thy support 
every way, that thou may be enabled to endure hard- 
ness as a good soldier in the Lamb's warfare. Look 
not back, but press forward. Discouragements will 
attend, and many baptisms be experienced; but this 
is the portion of all who go forth rightly. If faith and 
strength is afforded to discharge the commii^ion, it 
is as much as can be expected. Sometimes the most 
good is done, when the poor traveller thinks he has 
made poorly out It is a safety' to be stripped after 
seasons of favour: and as the gospel spring is pure, 
we need to be often emptied and waited, that it may 
run pure. I am a poor, tried creature; but I labour to 
possess my soul in patience; and am thy affectionate 
friend, John Pembertok. 

, From George Churchman. 

East Nottingham, 5th mo. ^d, 1793. 
Dear friend, — * 

Although I often feel myself as poor as a beg- 
gar, yet a degp:'ee of sympathy hath sometimes inclin- 
ed me to think of thee; not altogether void of a sense 
of best fellowship, nor without a measure of tender 
desire for thy preservation on the sure foundation. 
If we can, through close watchfulness, be favoured to 
witness our feet established thereon, the storms and 
trials^attending our pilgrimage will not be permitted 
to move us. 

Being in company wilh Elizabeth Coale, of Deer 
creek, some conversation occurred respecting some of 
thy trials in Maryland, and the singular path which 
Vol. XL— 16 
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sometimes seemed to be thy allotment; of which I 
also was in measure a witness in Baltimore. The 
fresh revival of some of these things increased my 
sympathy with thee under thy present engagement 
in a land more remote from the place of thy nativi* 
ty, and added to the freedom I have felt to give thee 
a little token of my remembrance, I found, by Eliza- 
beth's conversation, that her spirit was nearly united 
in sympathetic feeling toward thee, in thy present 
goi^l embassy. I take her to be in a lively, improv- 
ing state;— -meekly courageous in the Mastei^^s cause, 
and one who is not willing^ to turn her back in the 
day of conflict I esteem her as one of the valiants 
of our day. She is frequently engaged, of latter time, 
to stand forth in the gospel line, with good accept- 
ance; and is on the list of recommended ministen^ 

I sometimes feel it to be a part of the business al-* 
lotted me, to endeavour to encourage, and hold up 
the hands of honest labourers in the Lord's harvest; 
and, if I may be worthy, to have a part in comforting 
the mourners in Zion, or handing forth a little cheer- 
ing language to the heavy-hearted in Jerusalem.—^ 
When I am admitted to partake of a degree of Divine 
favour, I feel my mind dipped into a lively sympa- 
thy with others, earnestly craving that they wiih my- 
self may be steadily kept in such a meek, vigilant 
state as to receive increasing supplies of that strength 
which renders honest labour victorious^ and produces 
the reward of solid peace. 

May wisdom and stability be thy armour and 
shield; that being thus clothed, though thou may 
sondetimes have to encounter as with adders, hissing 
serpents, or << beasts of Ephesus,*' thou may feel that 
preserving power attend thee, whereby Uiou canst 
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tread on scorpions, and- feel defended from the force 
of* deadly poison. Therefore take courage, and let 
not thy mind be overmuch cast down when deep ex- 
ercises attend thee. The Divine arm is not shorten- 
ed, neither is the gracious ear of loving-kindness and 
mercy grown heavy; for he surely heareth and help- 
eth his dependant children, granting them an hiding 
place as in the hollow of his hand^ 

6£0RO£ Churchman. 

From Sarah Newlin. 

Concord, Gih mo, fid, 1793. 
Endeared friend, — 

In a degree of that love which neither the 
foaming billows nor distant lands divide, do I affec- 
tionately salute thee; with desires that thou may be 
favoured with free access to the throne of Divine 
grace^ now in thy arduous undertaking. Oh! may 
the Shepherd of Israel be near in every trying dis- 
pensation, and be thy bow and battle-axe; yea, and 
go before as a mighty Captain, teaching thy hands to 
war and thy fingers to fight: for great and marvel- 
lous are his works, just and true are all his ways, in 
that he hath hid himself from the wise and prudent 
of this world, and revealed his gospel unto babes and 
sucklings. Blessed be his adorable name. 

When, through exercises and deep wadings, I am 
at times (with Peter) ready to sink, I then recollect 
that it is through many tribulations that we are to 
enter the desired' port and haven of eternal rest and 
peace, when these few fleeting moments come to an 
end. And though " the wicked bend their bow, and 
make ready their arrows," — y^t, in the presence of 
the Lord there is joy, and at his right hand, rivers 
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of pleasure foreyennore: though unmixed joy and 
felicity is by no means a draught for mortal man, 
while on this side the grave* 

Notwithstanding I expect thou art not wanting 
for correspondents, I was most easy to cast in my 
mite, which, if of no other use, may let thee know 
thou art still in remembrance. Thou art, indeed, at 
times brought very near to my life, when favoured 
to fed love to those who love the Truth; — a favour 
that is not at our command, however desirable. I 
often fear that I am " like the heath in the desert,'* 
and scarcely capable of any thing but mourning. But 
I wish not unprofitably to echo my complaints: no 
doubt it is in unerring wisdom that I am tried; per- 
haps for my refinement, and that I may know how 
frail I am. 

It is comfortable to hear that thou art favoured 
with a suitable companion, now in a foreign land. To 
me it appears as an evidence that kind Providence 
owns the work; not only sending his ambassadors 
over sea and land to invite the people, but providing 
them true help-meets to join in his service. 

Oh! mayst thou, beloved friend, if consistent with 
best wisdom, when done thy Master's work, return 
once more to thy native land with the reward of that 
sweet peace which the world can neither give nor 
take away, — ^bringing home, as it were, stones of me- 
morial, wherein the living in Israel may rejoice. 

May He who hath laid the foundation, also lay the 
top-stone, finishing his work in thee to his praise who 
is everlastingly worthy forever and forevermore.— • 
Amen. $ara9 Nbwlin. 
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From Elizabeth Poulke, 

\ Philadelj^ia^ lltk mo. 29th, 1793. 

Though various engagements crowd upon me, after 
an absence of ten weeks from the city, I am never- 
theless willing to^eet my beloved friend with a few 
lines; thinking it will be peculiarly grateful to thee 
to hear from any of thy friends at the period when 
this may be likely to reach thee. I have no doubt 
that information of the late awful dispensation has, 
ere this, spread a painful anxiety over thy mind, and 
bowed thy spirit in tender sympathy with us; and 
thy soul will doubtless' melt in gratitude on hearing 
that the Lord has not forgotten to be gracious to thy 
beloved city; and tliat his judgments are still mixed 
with mercy, as manifested in the recent marvellous 
display of his power and omnipotence, at a season 
when outward circumstances concurred to heighten 
the virulence of the disease, and increase it|s progress. 
The coming of rain and cold wea^ther, towards which 
the mifids of many were too much turned as a source 
of relief, was withheld, and the parched earth seem- 
ed to mourn with its inhabitants. At such a time, 
Almt^ty Goodness was pleased, in a manner unfa^ 
thomable to the most scrutinizing eyes of the learn* 
ed, to stay the destroying angel, and thereby evince 
that his hand is not shortened that it cannot save, nor 
his ear grown heavy that he cannot hear. Many 
minds have been brought to acknowledge with reve- 
rence that it is the Lord's doings, and marvellous in 
their eyes. But I greatly fear lest some of us should 
too soon be ready to say, Surely the bitterness of 
death is past;^ — and not be enough concerned to bring 
forth those fruits of gratitude which may ascend as 
sweet incense before the throne of grace. 
16* 
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It is impossible for tongue or pen to give a just 
idea of the awfulness of the scene, or of our feelings 
through the course of it It seemed, at times, as tho' 
the Almighty would utterly desolate the city; and 
there being a long remarkable drought which check- 
ed and destroyed the vegetation, so that the face of na- 
ture wore a melancholy aspect, — seemed to augment 
the afiUction. But in the midst of all this trouble, it 
was painful to see how insensible some were to the 
messs^e or awful messenger, whose solemn procla- 
mation of mortality was so constantly saluting our 
ears. Yet many others have been secretly clothed 
with sackcloth and deep mourning. 

Previous to this visitation, I thought the state of 
things in our society was discouraging; there seem- 
ed to be so few whb were willing to put their shoul- 
ders to the work. And now there are so many va^ 
cancies, through the removal of so many worthies^ 
that unless it pleases Him who has thus seen meet 
to cut short their work, to raise up others, the bur- 
den must fall heavy on the surviving few. 
I remain thy unfeigned friend, 

Elizabeth Fovuhm* 

From William Savery. 

Dear Sarah, — 

After long thinking of it, I now sit down to 
attempt a few lines as a token of my frequent re* 
membrance of thee: for I may say, that as iar ta X 
have been capable, I have been united with thee Ui 
the ejudeared fellowship of the gospel; and the an* 
cere wish of my heart is for thy weljOftre, in everjr 
sense and in every place where the Uyci » v !«»* 
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thee to be a witness for his name and testimony^ 
which I know is very dear to thee. A large and pre- 
cious portion in the ministry of reconciliation, is be- 
stowed upon thee; and it is rejoicing to myself and 
others here to find by accounts from England and 
Ireland, that the holy, invisible, but invincible Arm 
continues to be thy stay and staff, through weakness 
of body and many inward and outward conflicts. 

The late awful, yet just chastisement of our be- 
loved city, will no doubt affect thee and our other 
American brethren and sisters in a peculiar mannen 
You have been witnesses, and some of you partakers, 
with other beloved brethren and sisters, in giving 
forth warning after warning to a people who have, too 
many of them, been ungrateful receivers of the mani- 
fold mercies and blessings of a gracious and long-suf- 
fering God. I did not arrive home from a journey 
to the Indian country till the day before our Yearly 
Meeting; and was then poorly with a feVer, as were 
several of my companions; and thou wilt probably 
have heard that pur friend Joseph Moore deceased 
soon after our return. It was then a very mortal 
time, and I believe to many a time of awakening to 
the inost important o£ all considerations. The Year- 
ly Meeting, though small, was a solemn, uniting sea- 
son; and Friends continued together in much resig- 
' nation. Thou wilt doubtless receive many minute 
and affecting accounts of the calamity; I shall there- 
fore only say, that we feel our loss in religious soci- 
^7 to be great, yet we have this consolation, that 
the Lord hath been powerfully at work in the minds 
of the younger and middle-aged, to prepare them to 
show forth his praise. He hath chosen some, I verily 
beUeve, in the fumaee of affliction; and I think there 
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is a lively and animating prospect on* the women's 
side of the house, in a peculiar manner, in the meet- 
ing thou belongs to. May the Lord preserve such 
as have enlisted under his banner, and establish them 
in wisdom and knowledge, to the comfort of his 
church and people. Some, I trust, in all the meet- 
ings, have been lastingly profited by the impressions 
made in the hour of afBiction. 

But Oh! dear Sarah, how lamentable it is to be- 
hold so great a state of forgetfulness, not only in the 
city at large, of those who are hastening into vanity 
and folly with as great avidity as ever, — ^but more 
especially, we must mourn on account of that ardour 
which prevails among many of our fellow professors, 
after the riches, splendour, vanities and delusive en- 
joyments of a perishing world, which, but so few 
months ago, were exhibited in their native colours 
and emptiness; and also the superior value of an in- 
terest in the favour and protection of Him who mer- 
cifully pronounced. It is enough, and the pestilence 
was stayed. Yet the language of this gracious inter- 
position, when every human eflTort was in vain, both 
then was, and now is to me, 60 and sin no more, 
lest a worse thing come upon you. 

There is now every probability of our dear John 
Pemberton and Thomas Scattergood, joining the lit- 
tle American band in Eurc^e; and I am confident 
they will gladden your hearts. Dear Thomas being a 
brother especially beloved, as an honest and digpifi- 
ed fellow-labourer in this part of the city, X should 
part with him with deep regret on any inferior occa^ 
sion. 

Our worthy pillar in the church, Isaac Zane, is de- 
ceasad, and to be interred Uhmorrciw. He has long < 
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appeared to me Hke one ripe for the kingdom of hea- 
ven, I did think to write by this opportunity to our 
sister, Elizabeth Drinker, but whether I shall have 
time is uncertain. My dear love to her and all our 
American Friends. I have neither room nor leisure 
to add much to this long letter. I expect thy very 
useful Thomas will write by this opportunity. I may 
howeyer say, with respect to our sister Rebecca Jones, 
so well known to many in England, she appears to 
have made a narrow escape from the grave, in mercy 
to us, for she continues to be a comfort to many. — 
With much s^ection, I remain thy weak brother, 

William Savery. 

From John Pemberton. 

P^rmanJt^ in Germanj, 9tk mo, 37fik, 1794. 
Beloved friend, Sarah Harrison, — 

It is pleasant and comfortable, when distant 
friends are enabled to conmiune in spirit, and salute 
each other in the spring of gospel love. As thou wast 
oft in my remembrance when in my native land, so 
hast thou been in the land I am now traversing, 
among a people of strange speech, and in a path of 
many trials and deep wadings. Yet the Lord is good, 
and hath marvellously helped hitherto: blessed be his 
holy name. 

I have been among this people near two months, 
and yet see no end. The field is large, and there 
are seeking people in many parts of Germany, who 
are as sheep without a shepherd; and who want to be 
directed to the great Shepherd and feeder of his peo- 
ple: and some of these receive the Word with glad- 
ness. But there is a great mixture, and it will take 
time to wean some from lon^ customs and habits.— 
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At this place there is a number who assemble as 
Friends do; and divers of them know the value of 
solid^ awful retirement, and are seeking to be fed and 
nourished from the Divine source. We have been 
with these, now two weeks, and expect to remain a 
week longer. Indeed, I came here in a very poor 
state of health, — having some weeks before taken 
cold, which brought on a chill and fever, and left me 
weak with a slow inward fever; but it has not pre- 
vented my attending the meetings, of which I have 
been at six here, besides divers conferences. By ad- 
vice of a physician, I am drinking a saline water, this 
place being famous for mineral waters, and I gather 
strength, but find I cannot endure as in days past. 

My being in this land was much unexpected. We 
strove to get landed in the northern islands, but were 
disappointed: and, being brought to Holland, I was 
led deeply to consider wherefore it was thus; and 
my mind, after about eighteen days stay at Amster*- 
dam, was led to look towards Germany, and was en* 
abled to yield to the prospect: I trust it is in the line 
of Divine appointment, though a trying path; but la- 
bouring after resignation, things are made easier than 
I could expect; and the Lord hath made a way where 
there appeared to be none. So that his ways are not 
only past finding out, but are works of wonder. 

This being the day our Yearly Meeting at Phila- 
delphia begins, my mind hath often, for days past, 
looked towards our dear Friends there, with desires 
renewed that wisdom, counsel ' and help may be af- 
forded. The sickness last year occasioned many mat- 
ters to be referred: so that the business will be in*!- 
creased. Many worthies are removed, and too few 
deeply enough coi^cerned aft^r a religious growth 
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dnd improvement Fading things too much engross 
the minds and entangle the affections of many in our 
favoured religious society: and thou knows it is said, 
we cannot serve two masters. 

I make no doubt it was a close trial to thee to hear 
of the removal of thy dear neighbour, our valued 
friend, Elizabeth Drinker. But she departed glori- 
ously and triumphantly in the field of labour, and, I 
doubt not, is safe in her heavenly mansion. May 
our close be crowned with the same evidence, whether 
we end here in Europe, or in our native land. 

It hath been cause of gladness to me, that thou 
hast been enabled to journey, and helped to discharge 
thy burden. May the Lord, in the riches of his mer^-^ 
cy, be pleased to continue to be wisdom and strength, 
that so thou mayest perform the remaining allotted 
portion of labour; and, if permitted to return, to re- 
turn in peace, with the evidence that thou hast done 
what thou could. My dear love to thy dear compa- 
nion and fellow-helper, Sarah Birkbeck,also to friends 
that may know, or inquire after me. I expect thou 
knows that Alexander Wilson is with me; he is well, 
and labouring to stand approved in the Divine sight; 
he joins in near affection and sympathy with thy lov- 
ing friend, John Pemberton. 

From James Pemberton. 

Philadelphia, 13/A mo, l^ 1795. 

Dear friend,— 

Think not because of my long silence, that 
I have been unmindful of thee, or my love diminish- 
ed since thy separation from us for the gospel's sake; 
no, certainly; I may assure thee otherwise, as thou 
hast been frequently and almost daily the object of 
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my remembrance and sympathy, from some sense of 
the weight of the work in which thou art engaged, 
and the path allotted thee to perform it; wherein 
thou must have passed through multiplied probations 
of fiaiith, and many deep baptisms. I have gladly 
heard of the strength of mind and body with which 
thou hast been mercifully sustained, to carry thee 
through thy religious labours, so far as thy last ao* 
count gives intelligence, which there is no reason to 
doubt will continue to attend, until thou art favour* 
ed with an evidence of having faithfully accoipplish- 
ed the services which thy good Master required of 
thee on that side the ocean, and a language intelli* 
gible to thy spiritual understanding will be convey- 
ed to that effect Such a pleasing prospect may pro- 
bably be presenting to thy view about the time this 
letter reaches thee, and the nearer it approaches the 
more pleasant will it appear; but, my dear friend, 
embrace it not too earnestly. Suffer not natural and 
domestic attachments to have an undue draft. This 
will be a time, in which thou wilt have need of a re- 
newed portion of light and wisdom to direct thy de- 
termination. Wait patiently; Idok well around thee; 
and if any duty more or less extensive, presents be- 
fore thee, put it not off too readily. I mention this 
as a caution only, in the freedom of brotherly love, 
having been a witness of painful consequences in 
divers instances, which have ensued to some dedi- 
cated servants, in whom fear of detention, diffidenee, 
and other considerations have united to occasion their 
movements honiewards to be too hasty, and on their 
return a burden has been felt more Imivy than they 
could well bear; and I wish thy restoration to thy 
^connexions and friends may not be alloyed with any 
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uneasy reflections, but that thou mayst meet them 
in full possession, of a measure of that Divine peace 
which thou hast been labouring after. Then thou wilt 
be enabled to look back on the various exercises, 
dangers and preservations, that have attended in the 
course of thy voyage and journies, with heart-felt 
thankfulness to thy holy Leader and Deliverer, who, 
tho' he suQbrs his servants to be closely tried many 
ways, and brings them by a way that they knew not, 
and in paths they have not known, yet they are made 
witnesses of his promise to make darkness become 
light before them, and the crooked ways straight, and 
also that he would never leave nor forsake them. 

Thy son John being preparing to embark on a visit 
to thee, with- a view also of obtaining some further 
information in the chemical art, I am unwilling to 
omit so favourable an opportunity of giving thee thb 
salutation of my love. Although I might enlarge on 
divers matters respecting our situation, it appears 
needless, as I expect John will be able to satisfy thy 
inquires in general, and being myself imperfectly re- 
covered from a fit of illness which reduced me to a 
very weak state of body. The disease was so ex- 
treme upon me for about ten days, that the physi- 
cians and others around me expected the solemn 
period of my dissolution was near approaching, but 
through adorable mercy I was preserved in a good 
degree of tranquillity of mind, labouring after that 
state of resignation with which my dear brother was 
90 much favoured during his last illness, and to his 
departing moments. It now seems likely I may be 
permitted to continue a little longer in this state of 
probation and conflicts, which I wish to be qualified 
through the renewed aid of Divine grace to improve 
Vol. XI.— 17 
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to the best advantage, and my most essential and du* 
ntble interest, with gratitude of heart to our most 
merciful Benefactor. 

This is the second attack of illness with v. hieh I 
have been visited since receiving the affecting ac* 
count of my beloved brother John Pemberton's re- . 
moval, wherein I have no doubt we had thy near 
sympathy and condolence. As thou wast not a 
stranger to his virtues, I need not attempt to de- 
scribe them, but may justly say, his example, his in- 
tegrity and dedication of heart to his prospects of 
religious duty, and the qualifications granted hira to 
perform them, occasion the event to be a general* loss, 
and particularly to Friends and others in this city, 
and some of us are sensible thereof. 

My wife unites with me in tenders of unfeigned 
love to thyself and thy fellow-labourers in the gos- . 
pel from America, as thou may have opportunity. 
I am thy affectionate friend, . 

James Pemberton. 

From Samuel Emlen. 

Warrington, 12ih of 4th monih^ 1797. 
My dear friend, Sarah Harrison,— 

Thou continuest to be very much the com- 
panion of my mind, though I have not so much proof 
as I could wish of thy sisterly thoughtfulness about 
me, who am desirous to be with all candour inform- 
ed of thy health and prospects of moving; whether 
thou hast indeed expectations of returning to our land 
soon after the Yearly Meeting, or whether any other 
prospects arise, either of further detention in Eng- 
land, or some other European country. I believe 
thee to have been abundantly favoured of our 6od, 
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and hope his continued mercy and support will be 
thy rejoicing in all future trials, as his ever worthy 
service is by thee justly preferred to all other claims 
on thy time and attention. He hath indeed done> 
much for thee, and for me also. At times of late I 
have had to sympathize with those humbled in soul, 
who are ready to say with the holy apostle, that " to 
me who am less than the least of all saints is this 
grace given, that I shoCild preach among the Gentiles, 
the unsearchable riches of Christ.'^ But alas! the 
preaching within the pale of our own society seems 
to be but to little purpose, a very few instances ex- 
cepted; the times in which we live bearing a sad re- 
semblance to those wherein it was asserted " ye run 
every man to his own house;" and many " seek their 
own things, but not the things that are Jesus Christ's.'* 
However if we can through holy help, be enabled to 
deliver our own souls from condemnation, this will 
be an unspeakable happiness worthy -of all care on 
our part to be established in; let this consideration 
be encouragement to thy own ^nd dear S. Birkbeck's 
minds, believing it is good to be patient and hope to 
the end, as the coming of our Lord draweth nigh. 

My bodily powers are indeed greatly reduced; 
through difficulty and suffering, I got here on second- 
day to the monthly meeting of ministers and elders, 
and yesterday attended a large and more general 
monthly meeting; in both which I was favoured with 
renewed confirmation that our good Lord and Mas- 
ter hath not rejected me, neither withheld the ofiers 
of continued compassion for the recovery and help 
of m^ny who have not sought him with that solicitude 
of soul, which an establishment in his loving kind- 
ness and protection loqdly calls for. 
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I have sometimes looked towards a journey to 
London, with desires to be among the brethren and 
sisters at the ensuing annual solemnity; but riding 
even in post chaise, is so very distressing to me, that 
at times 1 much doubt whether I shall be able to ac- 
complish so long a journey. Every heart knows itg 
own bitterness, but I believe very few are sensible 
of the pain and sufferings I endure in moving about 
from place to place. 

Give my love to S. Birkbeck and to thy son John. 
I wish he may be much exercised in watchfulness 
and care for preservation from evil, amongst the 
multiplied temptations wherewith I suppose him sur- 
rounded in his present nu)vements, in the pursuit of 
that knowledge for which he left his native country 
to become more proficient; this ought not to be the 
primary object of solicitude, but that God in all things 
may be glorified and the Truth exalted, through an 
humble obedience to the law and the testimony in- 
wardly revealed; notwithstanding he may thereby 
become a wonder to ipany through his own abase- 
ment, even as to dust and ashes. They that honour 
God will be honoured by him ; but they that neglect 
and despise the holy commandment shall be lightly 
esteemed in the awful day of decision, when there 
will be a discrimination made between those that 
have served God and those that have not served him. 

I have no letter from America written since this 
year began. I wish to know thy latest dates from 
thence, with what tidings thou mayst be free to coni- 
municate, especially if any thing be told thee respect- 
ing my dear children, I long particularly to hear 
of my beloved daughter's religious improvement; 
such an account would make me joyful even to the 
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oflfering of thanksgiving and praise unto Him whom 
I wish ever to serve in the gospel of his Son. My 
love to T. Scattergood — I want to know how and 
where he is employed, and whether he has any pros- 
peet of going home this summer. Is there any 
tidings of G. Dillwyn and his wife, of D. Sands and 
W. Savery? Dost thou know aught where Joshua 
Gilpin and James Fisher are? Dost thou know when 
Charity Cook of Carolina, and Hannah Barnard of 
New York government, are expected? I am now at 
the house of our kind friends John Bludwick and 
wifcji who unite in kind love to thee and S. Birkbeck. 
Direct soon to the care of R, Benson, Liverpool, 
for thy afiecUonate friend, 

* Samuel Emlen. 



From Margaret Mhn, 

Hoe^miU, Essex, 8thofGtkmo. 1798, 
Beloved friend, Sarah Harrison, — 

Ihave frequently regretted the little oppor-. 
tunity that has fallen, to my lot of enjoying thy com-, 
pany, or that of thy fellow labourers from your land. 
How gladly would I have divided with them the out- 
ward blessings of meat, drink, and lodging; but ah 
me! this gratification I have been deprived of, — . 
which has sometimes forced from me, in the bitter- 
ness of my spirit, a language similar to this, "Wo is 
me, that I sojourn in Mesech, and dwell in the tents 
of Kedar.*' Although this^is my mournful lot that 
I have to abide in, it has not prevented the flowing 
of near and dear sympathetic feelings towards thee 
and them, — even feelings too deep to he uttered by 
me ia words, and only td be felt, as d^ep calling un«' 
17* 
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to deep. May the everlasting arms of Omnipotence 
surround thee«and bear up thy drooping spirit above 
both the inward and outward billows that may be 
permitted to roll round thy tabernacle, for the fur- 
ther trying and strengthening of thy faith and pa- 
tience. When I have looked at thy debilitated state 
of health, and the travail and labour that thou hast 
been enabled to pass through, — it has raised in my 
mind a tribute of praise to Him, who has been pleased 
to manifest his strength in thy outward weakness. — 
Surely it is his own works alone that ever* did and 
ever will praise him. He is pleased in this day to 
make use of the weak things of this world to con- 
found the wisdom of the seeming wise, — and what 
for? that no flesri may have to glory. And I do be- 
lieve he will more and more bring to nought the 
counsel of the seemingly prudent, — those who are 
often darkening right counsel with words without the 
divine knowledge, and meddling with things too 
high for them, and too deep for their own wisdom to 
fathom. 

Well, my beloved friend, mayst thou in time to. 
come have to look back on the many rough places 
that thou hast had to pass through, for the opening of 
that long'unfrequented path, — ^from the family to the 
people; — ^a path almost closed up, and briars and 
thorns in some spots hedging it up more closely; 
and with David have to acknowledge, '^ by thee 
have I run through a troop, by thy might have I 
leaped over a wall." This, my dear friend, I doubt 
not will be thy joyful experience, and the crown of 
thy rejoicing, at a time when all outward things will 
. stand in no stead. Then, Oh! then^ mayst thou look 
back on all Die trials of thy pilgrimage, and bid Si 
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final farewell to all thy conflicts, and have forever 
to join ' the spirits of those that have come through 
many tribulations, and had their garments waished 
and made white in the blood of the Lamb. This is 
the sure reward of those that have not counted their 
lives dear to them in comparison of the love of God 
in Christ Jesus, — of which happy number is my be- 
loved friend; and that she may be preserved so 
through time, is the present breathing of her that 
can truly subscribe herself thy affectionate friend, 

Margaret Allen. 
P. S. I should, if my life is lengthened, be truly 
glad to have a few lines from thee; I dont care how 
they are written, if I can but read them. This is 
written with a trembling hand, and an aching head. 
My health is in a poor, and I apprehend, declining 
state, — but I am favoured to feel at times a sweet 
calm, and something like a hope that all the conflicts 
of my day will work together for good; and that 
when the All-wise may see meet to say. It is enough, 
my poor, tried, exercised spirit will be at rest This 
little gleam of hope is at times graciously lent, and is 
to me more than I at one time ever expected. Once 
more farewell, dearly beloved friend. M. A. 



From George Dillwyn, 

London^ ^th mo, 28t^, 1798. 
My dear friend, — 

I have now before me thy letter beglin 8th 
mo. 2dth, at Minden, and ended the 3rd instant at 
Pyrmont It came to hand the 27th, and brought my 
mind into a deep degree of sympathy with thee and 
thy companions— deeper perhaps than I could have 
felt, if I had not been exercised in the same track of 
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mortifying conflicts. I endeavoured, thou mayst 
remember, to prepare you for it before we parted^ 
though I well knew nothing but experience could 
fully possess you of niy meaning; nor can 1 even now 
expect, that any thing I can offer will be answerable 
tp your exigencies, and take off the nausea of that 
bitter cup which Divine wisdom has seen meet to 
allot you. There is no help, under such almost in- 
explicable difficulty, but in Him who knows and feels 
our infirmities of every kind, and is both able and 
willing to succour and relieve, as we bespeak his 
merciful attention to us, by labouring ^fter a total 
surrender of ourselves and our all to his disposal. — 
This, thou mayst say, is easy, when his sustaining 
arm is sensibly felt to be underneath. " Loweth the 
ox over his fodder? or doth the wild ass bray when 
he hath meat?" but, " Can that which is unsavoury 
be eaten without salt; or is there any taste in the 
white of an egg?" 

Ah, my dear Sarah, I can feel for thee, and thou 
seest I can talk of these things like a man of under- 
standing; but, when I was exposed to them, I thought 
myself less than the least of all in the practice of the 
great duty of resignation. Yet I am convinced it is 
an attainment worth aspiring and pressing after, al- 
though the more we do so, the further we may seem 
to ourselves to be from it For the believing because 
we see, is not the only degree of faith which com- 
mends us to Divine favour; but " blessed (said Christ) 
are they that have not seen, and yet have believed." 
Let us then endeavour to possess our souls in patient 
submission to the will of God; and where we can't 
unravel, learn to trust; and also when favoured with 
a discovery of his good pleasure, above all to be car^- 
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ful that on no consideration whatever we presume to 
indulge a wish that he may alter his mind in favour 
of our natural choice and inclination: believing that 
if we are prepared to hear the salutation of his voice, 
it will be sweet as ever, and that there will be "a 
performance of those things which have been told us 
of the Lord," in his time. 

It will, I doubt not, afford thee and thy dear com- 
panions a degree of comfort to be informed, that at 
our late Quarterly meeting (the 25th instant) the spi- 
rit of supplication was poured 4brth on the assembly 
in your behalf; and that the persuasion of its availing 
acceptance with him who inspired it, remains with 
lively impression on my mind while I am writing! 

I note what thou hast mentioned of your interrup- 
tion at Minden; and am not at all surprised at it. — 
Our similar one at Hanover, convinced me that the 
progress of guch a peculiar testimony as ours is, can- 
not reasonably be hoped far in any other way; and 
that all things of that kind would be rendered sub- 
servient to the great end in view, and the furtherance 
of the gospel in this new field of labour. Without 
fiery baptisms, we should not be equal to such en- 
gagements, but our spirits would be wtthin the reach 
of opposers, and they more than a match for us on 
their own ground: 'for there, what are sheep to 
wolves, and doves to serpents? — Mary St^cey has 
been out of town (in Hampshire, Berkshire, &c.) 
some time, so that the other particulars of your fare 
at Minden, I am not yet acquainted with; and when 
the opportunity will be afforded me I know not, as 
I propose going to-morrow into Kent, on the Yearly 
Meeting appointment. Mary, in writing to dear 
George, will probably have informed you of the sor- 
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rowful intelligence from^our dear Philadelphia, that 
the yellow fever has been again permitted to visit its 
inhabitants^ who, ias before, were going into the 
country-places around. On the 10th of the 8th mo. 
the board of health there reported that from the 1st, 
eighty-two persons had died^ and twelve were sent 
to the hospital. It appeared nearly where it did the 
first time, in Water street above Arch street, and was 
chiefly confined to that neighbourhood. We anxious- 
ly wait for further particulars. How many n^emeBr 
tos do we meet with, of the uncertainty of all sublu- ' 
nary possessions and enjoyments! Happy they who 
are above all things concerned to fulfil the duty of 
their day, and meet the awful ihessenger at the sta- 
tions assigned them! 

My S, D. as well as myself, has often looked after 
you with tender solicitude, and now desires to join 
me in this expression of it. We are pleased with 
the remembrance of our Pyrmont friends, and wish 
their prosperity in the ever-blessed Truth, as the 
only foundation on which we can safely trust for 
peace here, and happiness hereafter. Please to com* 
municate our love to all of them who retain their in- 
tegrity, as opportunity and liberty occur. Indeed, 
Uiough I am addressing thee as if thou wert at Pyr- 
mont, it seems not very reasonable to suppose the 
company is still detained there. I however propose 
forwarding my letter to Hamburg, and leave the fur- 
ther direction to William Wood and company, whon^ 
you will no doubt furoish with an account of your 
movements. 

Sarah Talbot and Phebe Speakman are, I believe^ 
in the western counties — Hannah Barnard and Eliza- 
beth Coggeshall have been at the SciUy Islands, and 
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Imppose are now in Cornwall — Thomas Scattergood 
continues hereaway — mostly at Tottenham. I may 
add, if it will give thee any satisfaction, that G. and 
S. D. sore not likely to take their leave of this coun- 
try before thou returns to London : so that there is a 
possibility, if thou dont stay away too long, that they 
may be thy shipmates. But whether so or not, they 
are willing to be thy sympathizing companions, in 
the exercise of patient hope and humble dependance, 
lliat, when these earthly voyages and journeys termi- 
nate, we may be favoured, through boundless and un- 
merited mercy, to toeet on that happy shore which 
eannot be disturbed by any of the trouble^ which be- 
■et us in this world of vicissitude ! In much affec- 
tion to you all, (in which my S. D. joins) I remain, 
thy friend and brother, . * Geo. Dillwyn. 



From Rebecca Jones, 

Edgley Farm, 10th mo, 23rd, 1798. 
My endeared- sister, Sarah Harrison, — 

Thy beloved husband having imparted to me 
the contents of thy letter, giving the unlooked for 
intelligence of thy prospect of a visit to France and 
Germany, my mind is so dipt into sisterly sympathy 
With thee under the trial, and with dear Thomas un- 
der the disappointment, that 1 have taken up my pen 
ence more to salute thee, and to manifest my near 
unity being continued under thy varied exercises, 
and in thia in an especial manner. Mayst thou hold 
out steadfastly unto the end of thy service, in fdth 
and patience, that so thou mayst indeed reap a " foil 
reward'* for the "whole day's work'* which thou art 
cdled to perform, that so thy return may be in the 
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Lord's time, with unshaken peace, — is my fervent 
prayer for thee. 1 could enter deeply into thy feel- 
ings, with respect to a separation (of body only) from 
thy companion, that dear sweet-spirited disciple Sa- 
rah Birkbeck, who having, like the younger prophet 
formerly, poured water on the hands of a mother in 
Israel, will undoubtedly share with thee in spirit in 
the reward of entire faithfulness. Dear Charity Cook 
and Mary Swett being yoked with thee, reminds me 
of whit Solomon says, " a threefold cord is not easi- 
ly broken" — and the assistance of one or more of 
those brethren whom thou hast mentioned, must be a 
strength and comfort to thee and them; please give 
my love to them all. May the good hand which has 
conducted others before you, be with and carry you 
safely and svveetly through all the labour and trials 
that may attend you, and bring you back with 
sheaves of pence, saith my soul. 

I expect thy husband and children will furnish 
thee with an account of the renewed dispensation of 
sickness and mortality to our poor city, to New York, 
Wilmington, &c. so that my feelings may be spared 
from a recital of the varied conflicts and exercises 
which we have had to sustain. But Oh! my dear 
friend, what a large vacaiicy is made in our militant 
church by so many being translated therefrom, and 
gloriously added to the church triumphant in Hea- 
ven! The subject is too much for me to enlarge up- 
on; I shall therefore proceed to mention, that all the 
families of our dear American friends now in Eu- 
rope, so far as I know, have been preserved alive du- 
ring the late pestilence, and at present are all in rea- 
sonable health; except that dear Sarah ScattergQod 
has buried her eldest daughter, a fine girl about four- 
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teen years of age; which, with other interesting in- 
telligence, is forwarded to her dear husband. He 
appears to be deeply tried, and in bonds in the great 
metropolis; may his good Master be pleased to loosen 
his cords, and once more set him at liberty, is my 
desire for him. 

Having heard of the safe arrival of dear William 
Savery at New York, we are in hourly expectation 
of once more taking him by the hand; — and so I 
tnist in the Lord's time, we shall thee and our other 
absent friends, to all of whom is my dear love. I saw 
thy husband last first-day at Germantown. He ap- 
peared well and easy in mind — and with thy children 
has been there some tiipe: — ^thou wilt understand that 
I also am out of our poor infected city, and at the 
hospitable mansion of my old kind friend, Katherine 
Howell. I left my own habitation earl)^ in the 8th 
month, just as the fever began to make its appearance, 
and went to the Quarterly meetings of Rahway and 
Burlington, — which being over, I did not see my way^ 
clear to return to the city; — so between these places 
spent the time till about two weeks ago, when I came 
here; and now, as we learn the disease is abating, am 
Waiting until it may be safe to return. Thy kinsfolk, 
dear L. and J. Snowdon, have stayed in the city, and 
been mercifully spared to the comfort of the little 
remnant that were in it Our large meeting-houses 
have been kept open, and sometimes the number that 
met in them has not exceeded twenty to forty! by 
which fhou mayst judge a little of the state of the 
whole. Our dear friend Mary Pryor, who has been 
brought to us by a miracle, I understand has in pros- 
pect to return to her own land after our adjourned 
Yearly Meeting, which is to be held in the ne^ l^th 
Vol. XI.— 18 
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month. She has had acceptable service in this land^ 
and so has our dear friend Jarvis Johnson^ who has 
been absent from us travelling to ,the southward about 
a year — ^they both enjoy good health. 

May the Shepherd of Israel who put thee forth^ be 
with thee in every trial, — make thy way prosperous 
in his work; — ^reward thy dedication with soul en- 
riching peace, and, if consistent with his blessed will, 
bring thee back in safety to thy beloved relations and 
friends, is the fervent desire of thy exercised and 
tribulated sister, Rebecca Jones. 

Prom Deborah Darby. 

Colehrookdakt Ut ma. 3dtA, 1799. 
Beloved friend, Sarah Harrison, — 

Although I feel myself poor^ and stripped, 
and not likely to convey any thing worthy thy ac- 
ceptance, yet I wish to manifest the sympathy and 
near fellowship I have with thee, — remembering that 
as the prophet was fed by ravens, — ^so sometimes the 
expression of regard may tend to the encouragement 
even of those that were in Christ before me. 

I can truly say when the tidings reached my dear 
Rebecca Young and myself, of thy way being closed, 
as to a return to thy native land, and thy feet turn- 
ed into Germany, we felt deeply with thee in those 
baptisms thou wast necessarily introduced into; yet 
secretly rejoiced that thou wast made willing to go 
again into the arduous field of labour, not doubting 
this act of dedication contributing to thy experi- 
encing on thy own behalf, that " the wise shall shine 
as the brightness of the firmament, and those that 
turn many to righteousness as the stars forever and 
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ever;'' and that through thy labours^ the solitary in 
families would be made to rejoice, and thus there 
would be ability to withi^and in the evil day, and 
haying done a//, to stand. 

And now, my beloved friend, if thou apprehends 
thy labour nearly finished in this land, and can feel 
liberty to rest a little under our roof, it would be a 
great satisfaction to my dear sister M. Rathbone, as 
well as to myself; and if thou can see thy way thus 
to gratify us, and will give us information of the 
time of thy coming, we will meet thee either at Bir- 
mingham or Worcester, whichever thou may choose 
to appoint 

My dear companion and myself have been return- 
ed from an exercising journey in the northern coun- 
ties, about two weeks. She is now at Shrewsbury, 
or would unite in the expressions of much regard for 
thee. I expect her with me in a few daysj for we 
Chink it a favour to have her with us, when a little 
rest is granted. We have had many late letters from 
our beloved friends in America — the last from Cathia- 
rine Hartshorne, giving a pleasant account of health 
being restored in thy native city, and all things go- 
ing on much as before the sickness. She desired to 
be affectionately remembered to thee and her other 
friends, ^now ambassadors to this favoured land. Shp 
says M. Pry or and E. Foulke were then visiting 
Chester county, and well — as were your different 
connexions. I unite in near remembrance of Thomas 
Scattergood, Charity Cook, Mary Swett, Sarah Tal- 
bot, or any of thy dear country folks that may fall 
in thy way ; all of whom we wish to consider this 
house as one of their homes while in this country. 

Farewell, mv d^ar frien'l. May the Lord often re- 
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freth thy spirit^ and enable thee to set up thy Eboae- 
zer to his praise> who has made thee a blessii^ to 
many. Accept the united affectionate love of all my 
connexions here, and believe n^e to remain thy sin- 
ewe friend) Dsborah Dahbt. 



Prom Mary NafttL 

Ouenuey, 2Znd qfOtkwto. 1799. 
My beloved friend, — 

An opportunity presenting for conveying. a 
few lines, and not knowing but it may be the last 
ere thou leaves England, I was willing to embrace it; 
if only to send the remembrance of my dear love 
which has been often raised, and sti)l lives in my 
heart for and towards thee, with desires for thy safe 
guidance through the intricate, winding, exercised 
~path~ftat lT>eIIeve~tboir hast to tread in beyond 
many, and I suppose somewhat contrary to thy own 
views and expectations. But what of *that? It's no 
matter how difficult the path may have been, or may 
now seem to be, if patience and perseverance are but 
afforded to keep therein the appointed season. I 
think, for my part, I generally feel most unity with 
those that are led a little out of the common line; not 
merely (I hope) from a liking of any thing of that 
kind, but because I think the state of the church re^ 
quires it: and as we, as a society, come^ more and 
more out of formality and a dependance one upon an- 
other, it will I expect become more the case, that our 
exercises will be more apart, and perhaps in some 
respects different one from another. As for myself, 
the comparison to an owl in the desert, or a sparrow 
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upon the house-top, is most fitly mine: but I desire 
contentment, and am sometimes favoured with it to 
my own admiration, and to feel something of a calm 
or quietness of mind, which, at times, I am ready to 
fear I may too much rest in, like a cessation from 
exercise on account of others; except now and then 
occasional or apparently accidental opportunities oc- 
cur. But to labour after a resigned mind seems all 
that is necessary, either to be or not to be employed 
in the Lord^s work. I write in freedom to thee, my 
dear friend, having very few to commune with; — ^ 
no father or mother, in the spiritual import of the 
word; and I am ready to apprehend I may never see 
thee more. The visit of thy beloved countrywoman, 
Sarah Talbot, with her comipanions, was truly accept-^ 
able to us; and you both remain to be near and dear, 
even as epistles written on my heart, so that at seat 
sons I think neither time nor distance will ever erase 
the impression. I continue to feel a solicitude on ac^ 
count of my beloved Triends thus engaged in the 
work, who liave gone as with their lives in their 
hands, and have been and are as pilgrims and stran- 
gers in the earth; not counting their lives dear unto 
themselves, that so like the good apostle they may 
finish their course with joy. I have no doubt, as 
there is a faithful continuance herein, that this will 
be your happy experience at last, whatever may yet 
be your allotted probations. I desire to be remem- 
bered by you in your solemn awfifl approaches before 
the invisible I AM, in secret as well as public. I 
partake, I think, in part with you now assembled at 
Yearly Meeting, trusting that Divine help is and 
will be near to favour you together with those streams 
of refreshment that come from his presence, in whieh 
18^ 
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there truly is life, and a reoinant who are aenaible of 
it cannot but praise him therefor. These he will pre- 
serVe, as they keep near unto him in lowliness of 
mind and in singleness of heart, both in heights and 
in depths; yea, though they may walk as in the val- 
ley and shadow of death, they shall see no evil. Ah ! 
my beloveds, my heart is enlarged towards you in 
tender love. Look not out; fear not man; nor de- 
peiul at all upon man whose breathes but in his nos- 
trils, for wherein is he to be accounted of? For so 
it is, when we look too much that way, it may be 
perniitted that we may be the more tried in order to 
wean us fronvall outward dependance. 

With endeared love, in which my husband joins, 
I conclude, and am thy truly affectionate friend, 

Mary Naftex.. 



From Martha JRouth. 

Manch$$t$r, Sth mo, llth, 1806, 
My dear friend, — Be assured whether I speak or 
keep silence, thou art often near in remembrance in 
the fellowship of suffering, when ^^ deep calls unto 
deep,^' and all the billows pass over us; yet under 
any of these dispensations, let our prayers still be to 
the God T)f our lives, that he may sanctify every af- 
fliction, and make us pure by these fiery trials, whe- 
ther they ^rise from within or without, or whether 
the wounds we receive may be from the hand of an 
eneniy, or in the house ~of our friends. He that ia 
mighty can do great things and work deliverance ia 
hiA own time, when our finite conceptions may see 
beaUng virtue as at a g^eat distance. But how encou^ 
r»ffng it ia to betiave that in dl our affliotioBa he ia 
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afflieted^ and the angel of his presence encampeth 
round about us! Was it not for his invisible hand, 
which,however hiddenly, is stretched out still, where, 
my beloved sister in tribulation, should thou and I 
have been ere this day? Should we have been in the 
land of the living? Let us then thank our God and 
take courage; for though two seas should yet meet 
and the vessel thereby become a wreck, or the poor 
tabernacle fall in the combat, yet the life that is hid 
with Christ in God cannot be lost, but will live to 
praise and celebrate his name who is worthy now 
and forever. . 

The account my dear E. F. gives of thy state, with 
that of our dear and worthy friends James and Pbebe 
Pemberton, and our honorable brother Samuel Smith, 
likewise that our deaff elder brother David Bacon 
was in poor health, — so wrought upon my feelings 
that I verily thought, if I had wings like a dove, the 
strength of best love and fellowship would urge my 
flight to speak comfortably to you. But is not, my 
endeared friends, your God, my God; and your Fa- 
ther, my Father, who is every where present, and I 
feel a humble trust hath you in his safe keeping, and 
will be your all in all in the needful time. I am sor- 
ry that one pang should be occasioned to any of them 
by not hearing from me, and feel much concerned 
that captain Hathaway was not arrived, by whom I 
addressed dear Samuel Smith, Phebe Pemberton, and 
E. Foulke, pretty fully, and Phebe again from Lon- 
don soon after the Yearly Meeting, and her husband 
about two weeks since, from Liverpool. And indeed 
I think my right hand must forget its use, or my 
toague eease to speak, if I forget my dear friends on 
your aide the water; whom to have lived or died 
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with, would have been my own choice, rather than 
to have again crossed the mighty deeps. Yet there 
are a few little ones in my native land, and also in 
this meeting, who are as bone of my bone in the spi- 
ritual kindred; for their sakes I am willing to be a 
sojourner the appointed season of unerring wisdom, 
or I sometimes think, it might be better for me to 
die than to live, lest I should not hold out to the end 
in well doing. After our Yearly Meeting I was. 
about three weeks in Essex, where affectionate in- 
quiry was made after thee. It is likely thou wilt 
have heard that dear Mary Pryor is gone on a religi- 
ous visit to some parts of Ireland, manifesting dedi- 
cation in advanced age worthy of consideration. I 
think I never heard her more close or lively in t^ 
timony than in our last Yearly Meeting. 

I hope to forward this to Liverpool to-morrow, 
and should it get safe to hand request thee to present 
me in near and dear affection to the friends mention- 
ed herein, — also to dear Ann Mifflin, whose letter I 
have also received ; to thy aged brother, if living, and 
his children, whom 1 love in the truth; likewise thy 
husband, with any others in thy freedom; as I have 
not room to mention many more, must not forget 
dear Rebecca Jones, T. Scattergood, and others of 
our fellow labourers. Martha Routh. 



Ftom the same, 

MawkeuUr, Itk mo. dni, 1810. 

My dear friend, — I have long desired I might not 

outlive the season when I might be capable of feeling 

a sympaUiizing mind; and I now bielieve that prayer 

'Will be granted to me whilst I have a beings here. 
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Under this impresslpn, my spirit hath often visited 
thecy siace our lately deceased friend, Mary Gilbert, 
informed me of the renewed trial which thou and thy 
husband were brought under through loss of outward 
property; and though I do not esteem this the greatest 
trial to a redeemed mind, no, my beloved friend, we 
have known much deeper wounds than any thing 
arising from this quarter; — ^yet in advanced age, this 
also must be nearly felt But what a favour, under 
all that is permitted to befal us, that we know him in 
who^n we have believed, and that we can spread our 
cause on his sacred altar, and leave it with him both 
to judge and to plead. 

It is grateful to hear by a letter from our endeared 
sister 'in tribulation, Phebe Pemberton, that thy hus- 
band and thyself can remain in your habitation, and 
wit^ some additional labour pass on comfortably. The 
last letter I received from our nearly united, and just-* 
iy beloved fellow-labourer, Deborah Darby, says, "the 
receipt of thine, wrote list month, was cordial to my 
feelings as the salutation of an endeared sister, as also 
the intelligence respecting our dear friends in Ameri- 
ca; except the account of the increased afflictions of 
dear Sarah Harrison, which will doubtless affect the 
minds of many of her friends with near sympathy: 
but she has long known the name of the Lord to be 
a strong tower, to which she has fled and found safe- 
ty ; and there is no doubt that this place of refuge will 
be renewedly opened to her consolation." We were 
companions together about three weeks at the close 
of a western journey, in the 10th month of 1808. 
Mary Jefferies had been with her, and Ann Grace of 
Bristol with me, and our way lying together home- 
wards, we mutually embraced each other in the fel** 
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lowship of the gospel, which bound us in the cement 
of that union, which I trust will never be dissolved; 
though my feelings were then deeply penetrated with 
an apprehension that she would not be long in the 
field of labour; her bodily strength being so reduced 
that she could not well rise from her bed without a 
little assistance, nor did she seem much refreshed by 
the sleep she got. But she is now gone from all trial, 
beyond temptation, and above applause; and her soul 
no doiibt centred where the morning stars sing to- 
gether, and the sons of God shout for joy. 

Perhaps thou wilt have heard that Edmund Darby 
was suddenly removed, a few weeks after his dear 
mqther. He was going with his wife to attend the 
marriage of one of her brothers, near Bristol, — ^was 
taken ill on the road with pain in his bowels, and 
died at his uncle Robert Fowler's, at Melksham, 
where his remains were interred. William Byrd 
and his wife attended the burial, who wItJi others 
concerned in gospel mission, expressed a belief that 
he was taken in mercy, and entered into rest Deep 
instruction to us who survive, is no doubt intended 
by the all-wise Disposer of events, when the young 
and the rich in this world are so suddenly called 
from works to rewards. 

Dear Mary Alexander died at Worcester of the 
small-pox, in a resigned sweet state of mind, accord- 
ing to the testimony read at our Yearly Meeting. — 
Great indeed is the stripping we have had for two 
years past of this part of the family i and now dear 
John Hall, with several others, are numbered to the 
silent grave within the last three months. John Hall 
was taken with a violent bleeding at his nose, the 
day I was at their meeting at Broughton, so that h^ 
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could not attend; but in the evening appeared very 
serene, and sweetly revived that passage of scripture, 
^< as iron sharpeneth iron, so doth a man the coun-> 
tenance of his friend;" and said he thought he had 
never felt the truth of it more forcibly. He has left 
ten children, several married, and the rest appeared 
hopeful. 

Please to present me in near affection to thy hus- 
band^ nephew and nieces, with any other friends in 
thy freedom, and accept for thyself a large portion; 
in all which my husband unites with thy sincerely 
affectionate friend, Mabtha Routh. 



Prom Thomas Scattergood. 

New York, 6«A mo. lltA, 1811. 
Dear Sarah Harrison, — Having received the en- 
closed in a valuable letter from Elizabeth Ussher of 
Ireland, I thought it afforded an opportunity to write 
a few lines and enclose it to thee. I felt the more 
induced to make the attempt, from the remembrance 
of my two last visits to thee, thou exercised, dear 
friend, whose path through life has not been strewed 
with roses, but ofttimes and again as with prickly 
thorns. Well, I may say again to thee, what matter, 
if so be those slight afflictions work for thee a more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory, by patiently 
continuing the warfare in righteousness;— for surely 
the blessed Shepherd and Bishop of our souls knows 
how much is right for us to bear in order to fill up the 
measure. Oh ! then, that thy tribulations may work 
in thee patience; and patience, yet greater experience 
- of the love and mercy of thy heavenly Father, to be 
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shed abroad in Hiy heart in due time:^-^iear not^ nor 
doubt that this i9 possiUe with Him with whom all 
things are possible; who can bring light out of dark- 
ness, strength out of weakness, and cause thee yet 
livingly to acknowledge that thou eouldst not have 
done without thy afflictions. 

Tell thy dear Thomas from me (when thou thinks 
it right) as one that has loved and sympathized with 
him for years in his afflictions, (for he has been af- 
flicted) not to give up the conflict or warfare. Oh? 
that he could and would stand still for a little mo- 
ment, and wait for the salvation of his Gbd, — ^his 
merciful and compassionate God, who is able to help 
him through all, even unto the end of time, and grant 
him an inheritance amongst those who have passed 
through great tribulations. Tell him in all straits to 
sink down, and wait upon his God for help, and look 
not, neither depend on any thing short of his almighty 
Arm for strength and preservation. Thus will he 
surmount those mountains of difficulty that have ap- 
peared in the way; yea, in du^ time, he will know 
the <' mountains and the hills also to break forth in- 
to singing, and all the trees of the field to clap their 
hands. Instead of the thorn will come up the fir tree, 
and instead of the brier will come up the myrtle tree; 
and it shall be unto the Lord for a name, for an ever* 
lasting sign that shall not be cut ofi".'' Thus desires, 
thus prays for you, my poor, dear, tribulated friends 
(hoping you may yet behold with your eyes days of 
greater calm, peace and comfort) your affectionate 
friend, 

Thomas Scatt£R6ood. 
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MEMOIRS 

OF THE LIFE OF JAMES COCKBtJRN, 

Late of Philadelphia^ deceased. 



INTRODUCTION. 

Radnor, the 8th of the 6th month, 1802. There 
appears to me to be a propriety in recording passing 
circumstances and present exercises, in the hope of 
future utility. What we have once gone through 
we are better qualified to encounter again, by hav- 
ing it in our power to. recollect wherein we former- 
ly failed, and to see what might have been to our 
advantage. From these considerations, I have often 
thought of committing to writing some of the many 
exercises, meditations and reflections which occur to 
my mind in particular situations and circumstanca^; 
not so much that I might possess a transcript of my 
life, as that it might be like a monitor to show me 
wherein I have erred, and thought or acted wrong; 
and an incentive to press after those improvements 
of mind and of practice, that are worthy of resolu- 
tions formed under the auspices of disinterested vir- 
tue and undissembled piety. 

James Cooxburn. 
Vol. XL— 19 
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Jlccount qfmy early life^ fyc. 

In recurring to the known origin of my family^ 
there is nothing presenting claims of particular dis- 
tinction; but much in the practice and example of 
my immediate predecessors to inspire renewed re- 
spect and filial gratitude. The most ancient of my 
known ancestors was an officer in CromwelPs army, 
who appears to have come from England and settled 
in Scotland, after the return of the Parliamentary 
forces from over running that country. He married 
a brother officer's daughter, a native of the High- 
lands, of the name of Melville. Among their descen- 
dants of the third or fourth generation, was William 
Cockburn, my father. He was born in the year 1735, 
in the parish of Wymes, in Pifeshire, abouf tw^ity 
miles north-east from EMinburgh. Having fonmed 
a predilection for a sea^-faring life, he served his ap- 
prenticeship to that profession; and when of age, 
married Mary, daughter of Alexander Grigg, a re- 
spectable freeholder in the parish of Kennoway. — 
Soon after his marriage, he was impressed and con- 
veyed on board a king's ship, during what is called 
in history "the Seven years' War;" ysrhere he re- 
mained three years, without ever being permitted to 
touch land. Upon being discharged at the close of 
the war, he settled with his wife and one daughter 
in the village of Kennoway, where he purchased 
some real estate; and, turning his attention to agricul- 
ture, rented some lands in the vicinity. His wifa 
-Mary, having had six children, died; and after a suit- 
able time, he entered again into the married state 
with Jenat Heard, my mother. She was the daugh- 
ter of George Heard, an old residenter and freeholder 
in the same village. 
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My parents were married in 1772; and I, being 
their second son, was born in the 9th month, 1776, 
in the aforesaid village of Eennoway; where I re- 
ceived the common education of reading, writing, 
and arithmetic, as then taught in the parish school. 
The manner of my education was calculated to make 
a deep and fixed impression on my mind. My pa- 
rents were passing the middle stage of life; and, be- 
ing in limited circumstances, were industrious and 
sober, requiring the aid of their children in the ap- 
plication of their agricultural labours. Being mem- 
bers of that religious denomination who had seceded 
from the church of Scotland, under the name of 
Burghers, they were strict in their morals, regular 
in their deportment^ and examplary in the observance 
of public and family worship, according to the West- 
minister confession of faitfi. 

Morning and evening the bmily and children were 
regularly collected; a short prayer was uttered, ex- 
tempore; then eight lines of the psalms of David in 
metre yy ei c mtia^ S^i^g regularly through; a chapter 
of scripture was next read in the same regular man- 
ner, every one having a bible in hand in order to fol- 
low the reading; concluding with extempore prayer, 
according to the feelings of the heart. Thi» exercise 
was of great advantage to the youth, in keeping alive 
on their minds what they had learned, and making 
them acquainted with the scriptures, besides impress- 
ing them with a solemn gravity. Also before and 
after meat, a short prayer was offered up to the Giver 
of all good. On first-days, after attending public wor- 
ship twice, and sometimes three times, the family had 
to read in a class, and then be catechised; first from 
the Shorter CatQ<?hism, and aucb questions as natural- 
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ly arose firom them: to which much weighty counsel 
was often added, to the tendering of the heart, and 
evidently reaching the Divine witness in lis. 

This religious observance may seem formal; but it 
certainly tended to induce habits of attention and 
. discipline in the minds of the children, and familiar- 
ized their memory with scripture history and testi- 
mony. The influence of family devotion operating 
insensibly on the minds of the chil4ren,^ did also in- 
spire great respect and affection for their parents. 

I mention these things, not to recommend a dry, 
barren form, but because I believe they were the 
means of my instruction and improvement; and be- 
eause- 1 believe sincere obedience to what we are ful- 
ly convinced to be duty, is the most acceptable sacri- 
fice before the Searcher of hearts. I have often been 
' thankful that I was under the care of sober parents, 
who laboured for the instruction and welfare of their 
children, I belieye with a single eye to their good, 
and in accordance with what they thought right: 
though I now sec that the bri^tncsB «if tUe gospel 
day was not then fully revealed in them. 

Thus situated as it were in a garden inclosed, my 
infantile days were spent in a good degree of inno- 
cence, compared with many others. There was a 
native tenderness in my heart, by which I was pre- 
served from the company of rude children. My na- 
ture shrunk from the exercise of cruelty towards 
animals of every kind; and when I could not prevail 
on my companions to desist from it, I had to flee from 
the scene of distress. Rough or profane words so 
shocked the gravity and sensibility of my mind that 
I was preserved from swearing or obscene language. 

My father possessed considerable information, 
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with clearness of understanding and firmness of judg- 
ment; to which was added great natural and acquir- 
ed moral fortitude. My mother was constitutionally 
amiable. Her meek, retiring disposition was well 
adapted for the fulfilment of domestic duties and the 
enjoyment of domestic happiness. If her understand- 
ing was not extensively enlightened, her piety was 
practical, unobtrusive and sincere. She had six chil- 
dren; making twelve to my father by both wives. 

The conversational maxims and habitual example 
of such parents, naturally tended to impress the 
minds of their children with a feeling of conscious 
moral strictness and integrity, while it produced 
habits of great reverence for religious dogmas and 
observances, liabre however to slide into superstitious 
fastidiousness. 

When about seven or eight years old, I was put 
to tend the cattle in the fields; and used to take re^ 
ligious books with me to read, and was often much 
affected in reading the accounts of the sufferings of 
Christ, and the final rewards of the righteous and the 
wicked. These often made me weep, sometimes with 
fear, and at others with joy; which worked together 
for my good, by preserving me from the evils that 
are in the world, and keeping me in the path of reli- 
gious awe and care, whereby I increased in the know- 
ledge of good. 

In the winters, I was put to school under the care 
of an attentive master, who taught me writing and 
the first principles of arithmetic; in which I never 
made much proficiency; for the inclination and pow* 
ers of my mind seemed to flow in another channel. 
Reflection and internal exercise of the mental facul- 
ties were more congenial to my disposition; and I 
J9* 
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suppose were heightened by my being so early and 
so much confined to a solitary situation in the fields. 
My niiind became fond of romantic ideas^ which soon 
awakened the powers of imagination. I would sup- 
pose such and such things would take place, and then 
raise a visionary fabric of illusive consequences. !Qut 
this indulgence of fancy retarded my progress in the 
Divine life, and kept me under the dominion of self- 
ish propensities. 

This arrangement, in comiexion with the domes- 
tic circumstances to which I have already alluded, 
probably formed the basis of my individual <;haracter, 
which has cost me so much solicitude to meliorate 
under the progress of long experience. 

Alas! how deceitful is the human heart rendered 
by the transforming influences of darkness. Though 
remote from the world and the gross evils that are 
. in it, my heart slid into the paths of deception: not 
supposing that I could sin in thought, I gave a 6ree 
reception to every illusive imagination that would 
amuse the time. This doubtless tended to wean me 
from purity of feeling, and to strengthen the natural 
propensities which live in the regions of darlpiess. 

This has been one of the most powerful enemies of 
my mind, and had well nigh carried me away in 
bondage to Babylon. But Divine Goodness inter- 
posed in the ministrations of his providence, and re- 
called me in measure from the path of destruction, to 
return to that fronv which I had so widely deviated. 

How profitable would it be for children and young 
people to watch the emotions of their hearts, and 
shut their thoughts against the indulgence of vain 
imaginations, even though they may be supposed to 
be innocent By parleying with idle, romantic^ or 
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visionary wanderings of the mind, in early life, many 
have been so wounded as to go halting all the rest 
of their days. 

The local position of my pastoral service, was emi- 
nentiy calculated to awaken those emotions and ro- 
n)^ntic feelings which are supposed to be the evi- 
dences of a poetic temperament It is probable that 
my rural solitude, in connexion with the extensive 
and varied scenery around me, gave an impulse to 
the powers of imagination which almost through life 
has maintained an influence over my mind. Hence, 
my little inclination for what is termed the sociabili- 
ties of life; hence, the retiredness and seclusion of 
my habits; and hence, my deficiency in conversation- 
al intercourse, especially, in mixed cqmpany. Al- 
though my poetic temperament never prdHuced much 
in writing, it proved the means of exciting and cher- 
ishing a high tone of mental sensibility which " grew 
with my growth and strengthened with my strength," 
absorbing as aliment whatever awakened pity, or in- 
duced tenderness^. 

In my sixteenth year, L was p«t apprentice to Al- 
exander Law, of Kennoway, in the linen manufacto- 
ry. He was a member of our meeting, and maintain- 
ed the same observances and example as my parents; 
and with him I served my time, of three years to 
mutual satisfaction: after which I worked journey^ 
work for some time. 

As the powers of my mind advanced towards ma- 
turity, the enemy increased in strength, and led me 
deeper and deeper into Mystery Babylon: but as yet 
I dared not wander from the inolosure in which I was 
tutored. 

A disposition to read was natural to me, but my 
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reading had been hitherto confined to the scriptures 
and a few sermons. Books of what is caHed polite 
literature never fell within my observation. Gesner's 
Death of Abel, and Hervey's Meditations, were the 
first productions that gave a direction to the exercise 
of those powers with which nature had endued my 
mind. In reading these works, I felt the movings 
of lively sensibility, and the glowings of a kindred 
affection, which* animated me to become conversant 
in similar composition, although unacquainted with 
any of its rules, and hardly capable of writing intel- 
ligibly. The working of imagination which so early 
manifested itself in my mind, was now become sub- 
servient to the enthusiasm of poetic imagery, which 
seemed to have gained complete ascendency over the 
feelings of my heart 

In my twentieth year, I returned to my parents, 
who aided and took an interest in the business, and 
furnished a shop for six looms on their premises. 
This was a respectable beginning for a young man 
in that country; but my feelings soon became at va- 
riance with my siti^^tion in business. The expanding 
faculties of my mind, constantly pressed upon my at- 
tention the adoption and exercise of si^oii means as 
were calculated to familiarize my mind with letters, 
and aid my progress in literary acquirements. With 
the view of obtaining a more perfect knowledge of 
grammar, I read in an evening school the latin rudi'" 
ments; but never made much progress in acquiring 
that language. I was already on the stage of active 
life, and had not patience to wait for the attainment 
of knowledge by passing through the rudimental 
forms. Instead of persevering through the elementa 
of science, J became absorbed in the sensibility of 
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my solitaiy musings^ and felt a devotion as ardent as 
it was sincere^ in the lone solitude of my native 
groves. I deemed it the inspirations of nature acting 
on the powers of rising genius, or rather, the efful- 
gence beaming from ibe fountain of truth, encircling 
and expanding the general powers of my mind. To 
this source I owe whatever of intelligence, rectitude 
and virtue, has marked my progress through life. — 
This in every situation has beeil my chief enjoy- 
ment; — ^my happiness in prosperity; my solace in 
adversity, and I hope may be my crown in the end. 

About this time the British government proclaim- 
ed war against revolutionary France, producing con- 
siderable excitement in the public mind. I subscrib- 
ed for the Edinburgh newspapers, and was soon 
launched on the sea of politics, although snugly lo- 
cated by my parental hearth. — My attention was 
turned from the softening effusions of a pastoral life, 
to moral and political investigations, as connected 
with the essential rights of individuals, communittes 
and nations. In a short time I became a confirmed 
republican, and of course an admirer of American 
public institutions. These investigations, stimulated 
by political impulse, greatly shook my educational 
structure of theology, and eventually laid it in ruins. 
To clear the rubbish has been a task thrc^gh life, 
perhaps not yet fully accomplished. Such is the 
power of early impressions, that it is difficult wholly 
to eradicate them. 

Being on a visit to Glasgow in the year 1796, 1 
had an opportunity of attending a religious meeting 
appointed by a mission of Quakers from America. 
Their appearance and demeanour entirely coincided 
with my own ideas of innocence, simplicity and 
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piety — a favourable predilection for the society was 
formed in my mind^ which induced further inquiry' 
into their principles and practices. For this purpose 
I obtained from one of the Edinburgh Friends, a 
copy of Barclay's Apology; which claiming mf very 
deliberate attention, fully satisfied my understanding 
respectinjg those principles which govern the practice 
of the consistent members of the society. Living 
remote from the locations of the society of Friends, 
I had little opportunity of cultivating an acquaintance 
with its members. I never, however, lost sight of 
their fundamental principle; or rather, it had always 
been present in my mind from my infantile years, 
through all my solitary musings, during the progress 
of my youth. It was this that tendered my heart, — 
that restrained me from levity and pernicious con- 
versation, and disposed me to meditation, reflection 
and pious feelings; producing also humane, benevo- 
lent and kind actions. 

_ But at this period my ardour for political reform, 
absorbed every other mental pursuit, except the 
emotions of that tender passion stimulated by female 
attractions. My provincial location prevented pie 
from taking an active part with those denominated 
^Ube friends of the people;'' — ^but my impressions 
and principles on political afiairs became settled and 
fixed, and, at least negatively, influenced my practice. 
I declined the usual obeisance to the surrounding 
gentry, so called, and other dignitaries, whether in 
church or state. I stood aloof from all military as- 
sociations, at that time prevailing in every district, 
under the appellation of volunteers; — of course, I be- 
came marked as one unfavourable to the established 
order of things. My retired habits ancl inofieiisiye 
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life, however, pi*obably screened me from direct trou* 
ble from thosie who were opposed to me. 

A few years passed away in this manner, with va- 
rious success in business. Sometimes there was an 
extra demand for linen, followed by great stagnation 
and loss to all concerned in its manufacture. The 
perplexities of business, and the anxieties connected 
with the unwise indulgence of tender affection, con- 
tributed greatly to imbitter my youthful days, and 
laid the foundation of a morbid feeling which has re- 
quired aH my reason and fortitude to regulate in after 
life. Among my female acquaintances, my affections 
settled on Isabella Primrose; who had partly received 
her education among the Friends in Edinburgh, and 
was come to reside with her mother in our district 
of country. After an acquaintance of three years, I 
married her in the spring of the year 1800, before a 
presbyterian minister, according to the form of his 
church. My wife was young and beautiful, and se- 
date as beautiful. She had caught the living manners 
of the female. Quakers as they rose. Her amiable 
disposition and engaging manners strengthened my 
predilection for the society of Friends; of the cor- 
rectness of whose principles my judgment had already 
been convinced. 

Although my parents had settled me on their own 
premises, in a dwelling near the shop, I did not feel 
satisfied nor content The disturbed state of the 
country, the fluctuations of trade and business, and 
the apparent progress of a revolution in the govern- 
ment; — all tended to unsettle my mind, and dispose 
me to look towards North America as a place of desir- 
able retreat, where I might enjoy my political and re- 
ligious principles, and obtain the means of an inde- 
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pendent living, by eultivating a few acres of land. 
With this Tiew, my parents finally agreed to my de- 
parture for America in the spring of 1801, conclud- 
ing, if the country and climate answered their ex- 
pectation, they would sell their property and remove 
after me, in company with my wife whom I left 
with them. My immediate departure was "consider- 
ably promoted by a brother-in-law having already 
engaged a'passage from Greenock to Philadelphia, for 
himself and £amily, to which I might readily be at- 
tached. This crisis was productive of a severe strug- 
gle in my mind, as well as great mental suffering; as 
may appear by the following lines written extem- 
pore, and addressed to my particular associates and 
friends. 

Greenock, March lOih^ 1801. 

From foaming ocean's wild tumultuous coast. 
Where commerce pours her rich luxuriant stores 
From western worlds, and from the tropic isles. 
My plaintive muse, and pensive aching heart 
Invokes the tribute of a parting sigh; 
Before I leave my native shores to sail 
Beyond the rough Atlantic's surging waves. 

Ah ! could imagination fondly dream 
Revisiting these scenes of early youth, 
My native groves, and blooming flow'ry shades. 
Where peace and love have sported with my heart, 
No falling tear should blind my weeping eyes. 
Nor bear my pain to their remembrance. 

Alas! not only conflicts of the elements, 
But, sadder still! the wars of hostile men 
Beset me round, ingulphing all my hopes;. 
And bid me take of Caledonia's isle 
A first, a last, a long and sad farewell. 
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The mantling vessel bends her flowing sails, 
And soon will waft me from my natal soil, 
Which always to my feelings will be dear. 
But Oh! my country! 'tis for thee I mourn; ^ 
Yet mourn in vain thy fate impending! 
Nor can I save thee, or thy troubles share.' 
Stem fortune from thy bosom throws me hence , 
To wander in probationary exile. 

Periiaps when liberty resounds her trump. 
And to the centre shakes despotic thrones, 
A slumbering world from tyranny will be freed. 
Hail liberty! benignant goddess, hail! 
Display thy banners, and receive thy sons, 
Dispensing blessings round a wretched world. 
Awake, O reason, and instruct mankind, 
nium'd with Truth, disperse the settled gloom, 
And chase rude ignorance from the minds of men. 
Impartial Justice come, and wide display 
The equal rights to human nature given. 
And equal laws designed for freedom's sons. 
Then shall the world unite in plans of peace. 
And mankind live in amity and love. 
Like friends and brothers of one family. 

On the 10th of 3d month, 1801, the brig Brandy- 
wine-Miller, captain Frame, sailed from the port of 
Greenock in Scotland, with twenty-eight passengers, 
bound for Philadelphia in Pennsylvania. Although 
we paid twelve guineas each for our passage, our ac- 
commodations were but poor, and our provisions of 
the most common kind of sea stores. The first storm 
we had was severe, being about the time of the equi- 
nox. We were driven backwards several days near 
the coast of Ireland: but the wind shifting, we were 
Vol. XI.— 20 
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enabled to resume our course; and after seven weeks 
passage, arrived safely at the capes of Delaware; 
whence, in a few days, we reached Philadelphia^ and 
obtained a landing at Chesnut street wharf. I was 
debilitated in body by confinement at sea; and from 
all I could see or learn respecting my new position, 
was rather discouraged in mind. My brother-in-law 
being a mechanic and machinist, soon obtained em- 
ployment to answer the present purposes of his fami- 
ly. As to myself, not being able €6 find any satis- 
factory employment in Philadelphia, I proceeded in- 
to the country about sixteen miles, and obtained em- 
ployment at weaving, near the Great Valley, on 
what was called the old Lancaster road. The fami- 
ly in which I became a resident, \yas from Ireland a 
few years previous, and possessed many of those 
prejudices and sentimental habits which distinguish 
the difierent districts of that country. They were, 
however, kind and attentive to me, and readily grant- 
ed me indulgences not usually accorded even to their 
own countrymen in my condition. 

At this period, religious feeling was cherished ra- 
ther as a source of immediate gratification, than the 
means or prelude to future enjoyments. Separated 
from all previous associations, and placed in a new 
position, not ^ry flattering to present emotions or fu- 
ture hopes, I could not well be otherwise than thought- 
ful, and inclining to serious reflections. I had left 
a small but certain independence, for uncertain hopes 
in a new country, in which I must make my way as 
I could. From a due consideration of all I saw and 
felt around me, I concluded to stay in the country of 
my adoption, and sent for my wife; but discouraged 
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my parents, at their time of life, from making any 
change in their external affairs. 

In the summer of 1801, 1 began to attend the meet- 
ings of Friends held in the Valley meeting-house, 
about four miles from my residence. My lone medi- 
tations in walking to and from, meetings, proved a 
profitable exercise, in bringing me more acquainted 
with myself; and the light of Truth gradually open- 
ed to my understanding little streams of beneficial 
knowledge. I was soon noticed by some of the Friends 
in that neighbourhood, and have maintained to the 
present time, an unshaken friendship with members 
of the Walker and Stephens' families, who, as occa- 
sions required, have shown to me no small kindness. 

Having acquired some acquaintance in the neigh- 
bourhood, after a few months I tented a shop near 
Radnor meeting-house, — ^bought a loom, — took in 
work, and boarded in the family of Jacob Maule. 
Here I formed an acquaintance with Joshua Maule, 
a valuable young minister who taught school near 
me, and whose conversation was cordial and encou- 
raging to my mind. 

In the spring of 1802, my wife Isabella arrived 
with the return of the brig, and we soon commenced 
housekeeping. She being favourably inclined to- 
wards Friends, and my own mind being satisfied that 
the society, both in regard to doctrines and practice, 
was less objectionable than any other denomination 
of religious professors, in the year following we made 
a request to Radnor monthly meeting to become mem- 
bers; which in due time was complied with, and we 
were acknowledged as members of the society of 
Friends. The sfc^te of my moral and religious feel- 
ings, at this period, may be understood from the fol- 
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lowing extract of a letter I wrote to John Tirpie, re- 
siding in Philadelphia, but recently come from Scot- 
land. 

Radnor^ 2nd qfdthiko. 1803. 

« Amidst the vicissitudes of time, my friend, let 
us not be discouraged. Probation and trial in some 
way or other, is the common allotment of humanity. 
One man has to encounter the difficulties of wealth, — 
another has to grapple with poverty and want;— one 
has to balance the uniform gratification of his dispo- 
sitional powers, — another has to sustain the reversion 
of every desirable wish : — but serene happiness d well- 
eth above the fermentation of corporeal things, and 
may be enjoyed in all the varied circumstances at- 
tending mortals. In the constitution of humanity, 
there are energies capable of realizing high intellec- 
tual feeling; — sensations tending to elevate the soul 
above the control of sense, and to dispose its powers 
for the participation of a devotion as pure as it is 
beneficid and consolatory. By the influence of this 
intellectual devotion, the mental powers are drawn to 
that rectitude which becomes the basis and means of 
promoting moral perfectability and conscious peace. 
What can disturb the possessor of such an attainment? 
What can such suffer in the concussion of circum^- 
stantial events? 

^^'His hand, the good man fastens on the skies, 
And bids earth roll; nor feels her idle whirl. ^' 
How consolatory are these considerations! What- 
ever appearance religion may be made to assume, this 
is certainly the substance.*' 

With these views and feelings, I attached myself 
to the sbciety of Friends: not because J wtir^ly ignited 
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with every dogma some of them held up; but because 
I deemed them as a society less objectionable than 
any other known religious denomination. About 
this time I occasionally began to speak from religious ^ 
impressions in families and social parties, and in the 
meetings far public worship and business. The sim-t 
plicity of my manners and the innocence of my life, 
at this period, corresponded with the testimonies I 
bore; which probably rendered them acceptable to 
my friends. They were not always, however, satis- 
factory to myself, being often followed with .great 
mortification of spirit. It has been but seldom that I 
have been entirely relieved by speaking, from the 
impressions made and settled on my mind. It is 
probable on some occasions I may have exceeded in 
words the nature of my feelings on particular subjects; 
but in general I have been rather in the habit of clos* 
ing my communications prematurely or suddenly. 

Of the OBigin and nature of the impressions made 
upon our minds, it seems difficult to speak correctly 
or understandingly. Those imjpressions will proba- 
bly partake more or less of the medium through 
which they pass. Hence, in different states of mind, 
the same original impressions' may produce different 
appearances, beiilg transformed by the representative 
powers of different speakers. Some speak from un- 
derstanding and judgment, with feeling and Integrity; 
others occupy the recollective powers through the 
memory, aided by imagination, and of course produce 
different appearances as well as results. The former 
aims to enlighten the mind, warm the heart, and ex- 
cite those virtuous and pious emotions which influr 
ence and direct the practice. The latter seems caleu-> 
)ated to attrSict attention, move on the passions, and 
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load captive the affections or imaginations, which 
often soon evaporate. Perhaps very few thoroughly 
know themselves, or distincUy discern the position 
4hQy occupy: of course, many mistake their calling, 
and too often give evidence of the uncertainty and 
confusion of their own perceptions. It is generally 
admitted by iiivestigating and attentive observers of 
the human mind, that it is originally a blank, fitted 
for the reception of impressions which are produced 
by the action of concurrent circumstances operating 
on the essential elements or order of its being. 

The physical organization is subject to certain and 
determinate laws; and according to the harmonious 
action and developement of these laws, the animal 
propensities germinate and grow, forming a medium 
for the display of the -mental faculties; whereby the 
mind comes to discern objects, to discriminate one 
thing from another, and to observe and compare 
qualities, and, by deduction, to arrive at the realiza- 
tion of distinct ideas, and the power of reasoning. 
Consentaneous with this progress will be the unfold- 
ing of that germ of. intellect, evidently intended to 
occupy the rational faculties, and become a govern- 
ing principle to the whole man« This is that light 
which enlightens every man th^t cometh into the 
world, designed to lead and guide into all truth ne- 
cesfiiary for the knowledge of our proper organization, 
or the fulfilment of the duties of our being. Thus, 
the rational or reasonable faculties were evidently de* 
sigjned by the Creator to govern the animal propen- 
sities; and the appropriate exercises of the mental 
fs^culties, to form a vehicle for the essence or vital en- 
ergy of intellectual life. From analogy, as well as 
ffQjgi es^riencei it may safely be inferredi that the 
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laws of intellectual life are as determinate, fixed, and 
unchangeable, as those which are connected with our 
physical nature. With regard to the modus operandi, 
of manner of the union of the intellectual life with 
the rational, it does not appear to be within the pre- 
sent limits of our united powers, distinctly to under- 
stand. The Creator is represented by the Mosaic 
history as breathing into the human subject already • 
made, the breath of life, and he became a living soul. 
Correspondent with this history is the ancient testi- 
mony, " There is a spirit in man, and the inspiration 
of the Almfghty giveth it an understanding." The 
action of this inspiring influence on the mind of man, 
is probably in proportion to its attention, willingness, 
and fitness to receive it 

When animal sensation is subordinate to the legiti- 
jnate exercise of the mental faculties, and when the 
mental faculties are brought into a harmony of feel- 
ing with the intellectual life, it is perceived there is 
no obstruction to the unfoldihgs of Truth, or good, 
upon the mind, according to the states or conditions 
of individuals. The devout attention^ improvement 
and progress of individuals, under the unfdldings of 
good upon their minds, with a becoming deportment 
and practice, seem to furnish, or rathef to bring un- 
der those feelings and that evidence of light and 
knowledge, which gives discernment and a sense of 
the particular applicability of specific declarations, or 
testimonies for truth or goodness, upon particular oc- 
casions. In this exercise, the most prominent mental 
powers are undoubtedly brought into action. Speak- 
ing by the spirit through the mediiim of the under- 
standing, things new and old are brought forth to il- 
lustrate the nature of the present conceniyas adapted 
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to the condition of individuals to be benefited. The 
harmonious action of the whole being of man in this 
service, becoming habitual and practical, seems as if 
it might be his highest attainment in timer 

As the laws applicable to every part of our com- 
mon nature, embrace the whole family of mankind, 
and as the results of those laws in their legitimate 
or appropriate action, will uniformly be the same, 
it seems as if all might be called with this high and 
holy calling. And as with God there is no respect 
of persons, those who come to be attentive, faithful 
^nd obedient, will stand as ch6sen ones, without there^ 
by acquiring any pre-eminence over their brethren 
as of right to control them. Hence, the gainsaying 
and inattentive are to be entreated as brethren of the 
same origin, the same calling, and the same hopes of 
future enjoyment. This spirit of entreaty under the 
fresh anointing of divine godtd, spreading over our 
general being, seems to form what I understand by 
the gospel seeking to save that which is lost, and 
to restore all the powers of the human mind to their 
pristine harmony. 

This was the gospel of Jesus Christ, so fully deline- 
ated in his sayings and precepts, and so perfectly iK 
lustrated in his practical ministry, and closing scene. 
Nothirig new was introduced, but the exhibition of 
truth on its essential ground. No pristine principle 
of humanity^ nor any essential law continually acting 
on the modification of its being, can ever be changed. 
The radical, essential principles constituting humanity 
at first, will intrinsically remaki through all genera-, 
tions. The Creator being immutable and unchange- 
able, no deviation or contingency arising from the 
creature can ever reverse the essential orde? of tbingsw 
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God made man upright: but man, by a wrong ex- ^ 
^ercise of the powers of his mind, and an unwise 
choice of pursuits, has sought out niany inventions; 
producing an artificial state of mind, and modes of 
action, distinctly marking a deviation from correct 
principles, and involving the geheral mass of human 
society in error and deception, the fruitful sources 
of barbarism and crime. All the general varieties of 
what is called civilization, pervading different coun- 
tries and nations, form but a floating mixture of per- 
verted good, continually casting up overwhelming 
waves of practical evil and suffering. Individual re- 
demption from this chaos of error, evil and suffering, 
must be by a return to correct principles, or an ob- 
servance of the established laws of God continually 
disposed to act upon us for the proper fulfilment of 
the objects of our being. Individuals thus realizing 
the restoration of their proper natures, acting harmo- 
niously with the influence of Divine good, become a 
medium of gospel light, or means of help unto others; 
and according to their dedication, attention and faith- 
fulness, may become effective ministers or stewards 
of the manifold gifts of God. The agency of the 
Divine spirit acting as the sun of the human mind, 
seems mysterious and incomprehensible to our in- 
ferior powers; but is not more so, than attraction and 
the laws of adhesion and gravitation in the material 
creation. But we know the fact, by the effect pro- 
duced. When goodness comes habitually to prevail 
over-4he mind, it recognises the primitive law of up- 
rightness and integrity, restraining from inventions, 
and simply disposing to do in all things to others as 
we would wish to be done to us. 
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10th mo. 12th, 1802. Happiness consists in con- 
tentment; and both in obedience to the will of hea- 
ven: and it is my desire that the energies of my hsouI 
may flow in this channel. 

God, teach men wisdom, and they will adore 
thee inspire them with thy love, and they will love 
one another. 



Letter to J, B. 

Radnor, Sind mo. 12M, 1803. 

Dear friend, — .1 suppose I am next to an entire 
stranger to thee, as to the outward; but the sympa- 
thy which I have often felt with and for thee, in 
meetings and at other times, seems to lay it upon me 
to communicate to thee what may arise in the over- 
flowings of love in my mind. 

I have believed thou hast not only turned thy face 
Sion-ward, but hast also been brought under the ex- 
ercise of that Power which bows down and raises 
up, — which shakes the heavjens and the earth within 
us, — debases self, and exalts the ministration of free 
grace. In the feeling of this power, I have been en- 
gaged in spirit that thou mayst be encouraged quiet- 
ly to wait, and patiently to bear the ministration of 
love, mercy and grace to thy soul ; — and that thou 
mayst keep a single eye to the great Teacher in the 
secret of the heart, who will bring forth judgment 
unto victory. He will indeed take the prey from 
the mighty, and spoil the strong man of his goods. 
He will subdue and deliver from the power of the 
evil nature within; and bring the soul into the obe- 
dience of his life-giving love, which will assimilate 
every power within us to the image of the Divine 



d by Google 



MEMOIRS OF lAM^S COCSBtTRfT. 23d 

nature, and inspire the soul with that Divine life 
which is hid with Christ in God. 

This is that, dear friend, which I wish for thee 
and for all men; that they may come to the real e^-^ . 
perience of the Divine life in the soul; by which the 
lusts of the flesh are crucified, and which redeems 
from the spirit of the world, raising the mind above 
the things of time to the communion and fellowship 
of the spirit of love and peace; wherein consists the 
communion of saints and the enjoyment of the re- 
deemed ones. I am persuaded thou hast often felt 
the refreshing influences of this love, mollifying thy 
heart into tenderness, and awakening desires after a 
. fuller participation of its renovating power; and it 
arises with me to say, dear friend, they that hunger 
and thirst after righteousness, shall be filled; and that 
the desires of the longing soul shall be satisfied. What- 
ever dispensations thou may have to pass through, — 
whatever trials may oppose thee, or temptations be- 
set thee, — stand steadfast in thy desires after him who 
openeth the way to the kingdom, and thou wilt as- 
suredly experience the salvation of thy God; — sal- 
vation from sin, from self, from the spirit of the 
world, and from every thing that opposes or obstructs 
the progress of the Divine life in ihy soul. Be not 
surprised, dear friend, if sufierings sometimes occur 
in the way. There is a perfection arises through 
sanctified sufierings. The axe must be laid to the 
root of the corrupt tree, and the transgressing nature 
must be purged by judgment. Condemnation must 
pass upon disobedience and its works; that so every 
let and obstruction between thy soul and the source 
of Divine life may be removed. 

Every dispensation of the heavenly Father, how- 
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ever apparently seycre, I believe flows from pure 
love. If we neglect or misapply the communications 
of grace, peiiiaps darkness and poverty may be our 
lot, in order to convince us of our weakness, and to 
teach us that it is by and through grace we are saved. 
But let us, dear friend, dwell low with the visitations 
of free grace in the soul; for it is by it alone we can 
obtain dominion over corruption and lust Those 
who despise or neglect the reprovings of the witness 
for God in the heart, and disesteem the tendering in- 
fluences of that mollifying power, or grace which has 
a{4)eared, and which will* appear at some time to all 
men, — are surely in danger of falling before their in- 
ward foes. But those who endure the dispensation 
of condemnation, and close in with the visitations of 
Divine grace by surrendering up the soul to its in- 
fluence, will experience strength against inward cor- 
ruption, and be made partakers of that power which 
overcomes. 

" If any man will hear my voice, saith the spirit 
of truth, and open the door of his heart, I will come 
in and sup with him, and he with me:^' plainly im- 
plying that obedience is all that is required on our 
part, — and that the communion of the Spirit is the 
life of the soul. It is in this communion, I am p^- 
suaded, that the substance of what is called religion 
consists. The soul bowing under the influences of 
grace, becomes transformed into the Divine image; 
and being thereby gradually redeemed from the pow- 
er of sin, it aspires more and more after a nearer com- 
munion with the great Source of all goodness. These 
ispirations will be satisfied with mxxe abundant com- 
munications of grace, which tend more and mote to 
purify the soul ^d strengthen it in its advances in 
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the Divine life, uatil it comes to a state of abidiii|^ in 
that light and universal lovtj wherein is the commu- 
nion of saints. 

How desirable is the possession of this Divine 
communion! — ^to feel thersoul raised superior to pas- 
sion, superior to every impression of earthly things, 
and conversant with the beauties of holiness! Com- 
pared with this, what are all other acquisitions? Ere 
long, to every one of us, time and all the things of 
time, will be no more; but this Divine communion 
will expand the soul in the uncreated glory when all 
nature shall be hushed to repose, and eternal ages 
stand displayed. How delightful such contempla- 
tions! What shall divert us from so glorious an at- 
tainment? Oh ! that we may lay aside every weight, 
and so run our probationary race as to be transform- 
ed 'into the communion and fellowship of the spirit 
of Christ which is heir- to such glorious privileges. 
Surely this is to be attained by yielding to the ten- 
dering visitations of this spirit in the heart; — bowing 
to that which humbles, and which begetteth love, 
patience and meekness, with a disposition to seek 
after the attainment of universal goodness. This ap- 
pears to me to be the way to obtain possession of this 
holy communion, in which old things are done away, 
and all things become new in the peaceable kingdom 
of God. 

Without this saving change being wrought in the 
heart, what will avail .all outward professions? What 
will avail the different distinctions among men, if the 
soul be not introduced into this renewed and redeem- 
ed state? Let us then, dear friend, look to our own 
particular state, and be engaged to aspire after this 
life-giving communion in our own souls, which will 
Vol. XL— 21 
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purify and render us acceptable to God through the 
ministration of his holy spirit 

James Cockbttrn. 

On the 25th of the 3rd month, 1803, 1 received 
the. following letter from John Elliott of Philadel- 
phia. 

Respected friend, James Cockburn, — 

I have often thought of thee since I was at 
thy house, and was pleased to see thee come with 
Joshua Maule to Haverford meeting: and as I believe 
the visitation of Divine love has been extended unto 
thee, I wish to encourage thee; to a steady persever- 
ance in the way of faithfulness to whatever may be 
required of thee; — -that thou mayst be willing to fol- 
low our dear Redeemer, not only in times of rejoic- 
ing, but also in times of suffering; remembering that 
those who suffer v^ith Christ shall in due time come 
to reign with him. Those who are obedient to his 
Divine call which holds forth the same 'terms now as 
formerly, namely, " If any map will be my disciple, 
]et him deny himself, take up his cross and follow 
me;" — such, no doubt, will witness the gracious pro- 
mise to be fulfilled, " Where I am, there shall my 
servant be.*' 

I may now tell thee how my mind was affected 
while sitting with thee and thy wife, in company 
with my friend Peter Andrews. This encouraging 
language was brought to my remembrance, "The 
meek shall increase their joy in the Lord, and the 
poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy One of 
Israel.^' A state of humility and meekness was also 
encouraged by our blessed Lord, who declared that 
he was meek and lowly in heart; and he promised 
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that those who followed him, and took his yoke upon 
them, should find rest to their souls. 

With Jove to thee and thy wife, and desires for 
your perseverance in the way of true peace, I remain 
thy friend, John Elliott. 

PhUadelpkia, ^rd mo, I2th, 1803. 

In a few days, after acknowledging the receipt of 
the above letter as a token of love, I wrote in an- 
swer thereto, as follows: 

3rd mo. 28th. I am glad there are still some who 
are impartially and disinterestedly concerned for the 
-promotion of Truth on earth, and the advancement 
of real, practical piety in the hearts and lives of man- 
kind, without regard to party distinctions, and the 
limits of those prejudices which too often involve in- 
dividuals and societies. I believe the love of God is 
extended to all men, independent of any particular 
form of outward obsQj*vations; and that those who 
yield unfeigned obedience to the ministration of the 
Spirit, will surely experience its efficacy in purifying 
the heart from evil, and redeeming it from the spirit 
of this^ world, whatever may be their name among 
men, or esteem in the professional world. 

The awakened soul, in a day of power and willing- 
ness, receives the communications of Divine grace, 
which produces desires for the arising of Truth and 
the flowings of love. By this the enmity is slain, 
and the heart becomes purified. It is this which vi* 
vifies ai^d nourishes every virtuous disposition, and 
strengthens the soul in the powers of the new birth; 
so that old things are done away, and the. renewing 
of the spirit in the Divine anointing conforms it to 
the Divine image, and raises it to the participation 
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of a union with the Father of ^irits, in which con- 
sifts the communion of the saints. Here, the redeem- 
ed of every nation, kindred, tongue and people, are 
united in Uie inyisible power of Divine life, and the 
bond of universal love. What a pity, that so many 
should fall out by the way, and be estranged from 
one another (while perhaps their souls are under the 
same molifying power) so that they do not as yet see 
-eye to eye! We all of us see but in part, and have 
need to exercise much charity, doing good to all men, 
and sincerely wishing the progress of the Divine life 
in the souls of all, whatever be their nation, circum- 
stance, or condition in the great family of mankind. 

It is the wish of my heart to feel my soul weaning 
from the things of time, and rising to the participa- 
tion of the catholic and holy communion of universal 
love. 

9th mo. 20th. Sufficing has of latter time been my 
lot, and inward affliction as my daily bread. Out- 
wardly and inwardly I seem to be in the wilderness: 
but it is the Lord; let him do what seemeth him 
good. The desire of my heart is, that nothing may 
be spared, — ^that << the refiner's fire" may be known 
to consume all that stands in the way of purifica- 
tion; — so that I may become what Divine mercy 
would have me to be, and what he is able and willing 
to make me. But the accuser of the brethren has 
risen against us with deceivable words, seeking to 
defame the innocent, to draw a snare and to woi'k 
reproach. This dispensation has come hard upon me; 
but I must not look to man for help. I must eye the 
Lord and the workings of his hand, so that I may 
know Jerusalem to be a quiet habitation, and a rest-' 
ing upon the everlasting Rock of ages, against which 
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the gates of hell shall not prevail. I bless God that 
my heart is preserved from hardness, and that he 
enables me to pray for the bitterest of our hidden 
foes, who lurk privily to do mischief and sow discord 
among brethren. " Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.'* 

We have had a visit from Peter Andrews and Sa- 
rah Harrison, at the Valley meeting; whence they 
proceeded to Enoch Walker's; where was a large 
meeting in the afternoon. At both places, Sarah was 
largely opened in preaching the everlasting gospel. 

In the early part, of the year 1804, through the 
kindness of his friend Mary Witchell, a proposal was 
made to James Coekburn to superintend the concerns 
of a farm in Byberry. On this occasion he made a 
visit to the neighbourhood and attended Friends* 
meeting there. Shortly after, on deliberate oonsidera^ 
tion, he sent the following letter, dated 

Radnor, ^h mo, Ut, 1804. 

Respected friend,-^! have maturely considered 
thy proposal, and it seems to me as though the cloud 
rested on the tabernacle, which precludes our moving 
forward in it 

"The life is more than meat,'' was a language deep- 
ly sounded in my mind at Byberry; and I thought it 
appeared to my view, that the Divine feelings of the 
soul are more valuable than all the treasures compre- 
hended in outward nature. These united, only con- 
tribute to sustain the animal life: but those copcen-^ 
trate the energies of intellectual being, elevate the 
soul superior to the impressions of mundane things, 
and, under the auspices of the <}uickening Spirit, 
beget into an union and communion with the Father 
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of spirits^ which modifi^ the soul into the likeness 
of his image, under the influence of communicatiye 
goodness and operative love. From this view, how 
t^areful should we he to attend to the inspeaking 
Word of life, which is heard in the stillness of all 
flesh, that so we may become intimately acquainted 
with pur Guide, and be preserved from those snares 
of death with which the .enemy lies in wait to de- 
ceive. 

A dissatisfaction with mere food and raiment, or 
desires to obtain them in our own way, seems to me 
to be a path in which many are deceiving themselves, 
and running into those entangling snares which bring 
spiritual death. The desires of my heart are that I 
may be preserved on the right hand and on the left; — 
that whatever may be my outward condition, my 
soul may live before the Lord in th^ enjoyment of 
Divine communion, though in the quiet retreat of 
solitude. This being my most ardent desire, I have 
seen the necessity of avoiding those situations in 
which my dispositions might too often infringe my 
responsibility. I suppose I may not see thee soon 
again^ but believe I shall often think of thee, with 
desires that thou and thy companion may be preserv- 
ed in the salt of the covenant in your undertaking, 
so as to example successive trains of youth, instruct- 
ing them in the rudiments of knowledge, and leading 
them in the paths of virtue. James CocKBxnEtir. 

6th mo. 3rd, 1804. Since I have been capable of 
moral or religiouii reflections, I have thought that oc- 
casional communications by way of epistolary corres- 
pondeace, amongst those who aspire after improve- 
ment of mind, would be highly beneficial, if conduct- 
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ed with propriety. ^ Action and labour are not more 
salutary for the body, than exercise and exertion are 
useful to the mind. 

On the beauties of composition much has been 
said, and many rules propounded for its improve- 
ment Of these I am ignorant, and it is most likely 
shall remain so. Having never been taught the ru- 
diments of the language in which I write, I am far 
less acquainted with the theories of logic, or any 
other available science. But this I know, there is 
danger of mistaking shadow for substance, in adjust- - 
ing the plumes of exterior show; and thus forgetting 
or neglecting the living sensibility of essential and 
eternal Truth. Let the feelings of the heart be in- 
terested, and they will find language more expressive 
than all the rules of art. Unacquainted with any 
other rule, I adopt whatever language or form of ex- 
pression freely arises from immediate sensation, with- 
out study of combination; and am often surprised to 
find my mind drawn into illustrations, which other- 
wise I should not have anticipated. 

I am persuaded that we cannot attain to any ex- 
perience in the knowledge or practice of Truth, un- 
less its previous influence ^qualify our mind3 and ren- 
der them obedient to that wisdom which is pure and 
simple, converting the soul. In all our researches^ 
pursuits and communications, it is necessary that we 
feel after the influences of Truth to animate jind to 
preserve us in the way wherein we should go; for 
there is a knowledge which leads from the Fountain 
of all good, — there is what is called light, that cen- 
tres the mind in deeper darkness, and estranges it 
from* the spring of true .wisdom. 
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8th mo. 22nd. " Affliction (says some writer) is 
not without a cause.'' To ascertain a thorough know- 
ledge of this, seems the most likely means to become 
conversant with its end. It is further said, "The 
Lord does not afflict willingly, nor grieve the chil- 
dren of men." The dispensations of Divine Provi- 
dence, I believe, flow from the fountain of love to- 
wards his ci*eatures, however severe the allotment 
may seem. He who sees our state as it really is, 
knows best how to prune, in order that all excres- 
cent branches may be lopped off, and trench (as it 
were) about the very root; so that all hardness and 
rubbish being removed from it, the moisture and 
nourishment may invigorate the tender fibres, and 
convey sap and strengthening aliment to the whole 
body of the tree, in order that it may grow both in 
fol*m and substance, bringing forth fruit to the praise 
of the great Husbandman. 

This is a simple but instructive representation to 
my mind, of the subject under considei4ition. Then, 
rather than too much reflect, or repine at the afflic- 
tions and trials of our day, let us lay as it were our 
hands on our mouths, and put them in the dust, if so 
be there may be hope: for truly we have reason to 
say, " It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not cbn- 
sumed, because his compassions fail not" It is his 
mercy that we are afflicted, in order that we may turn 
to the hand that smiteth, and know that perfecting 
Power which worketh by suffering. 

Letter to H. and M. Lewis. 

Charlestown, 20th of 9th mo. 1805. 
Respected friends, — ^We take this oj^ortunity to in- 
form you of our welfare, and the satisfaction we feel 
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in being placed on a spot of our own, by your means. 
We often mention this, with gratitude in our hearts to 
the Giver of all good*; and hope you also feel a satis- 
faction in having assisted us, poor strangers. To feel 
the mind animated with a sense of Divine goodness, 
and to be ready to communicate unto the want^ of 
others, is a part of that religion Y^hich is pure, and 
is more acceptable with the Father of mercies than 
the dead observance of outward form. Yet it is right 
to attend to that form or pattern, shown in the mount 
of Divine communion. I am desirous that Friends 
in Lower Radnor would be more attentive to their 
m^tings for worship and discipline, and come up in 
the line of duty to the help of the Lord's travailing 
seed, against the mighty. I believe some of you 
have received the talent of Divine bounty; and why 
should it lay hid through discouragement? Though 
the enemy may come in like a flood, yet the spirit 
of the Lord will lift up a standard against him through 
a dedicated remnant. Let us then, dear friends, dwell 
low with the seed, and be faithful in our day and 
generation. James Cockbubn. 

Soon after James Cockburn's settlement at Charles- 
town, a concern impressed his mind, and was opened 
by him in Radnor preparative meeting as a proposal, 
" that it would be profitable to have a meeting for 
worship on the afternooii of first-days, at Charles- 
town school house.'' In illustrating his views on 
this subject^ he wrote thus: — 

"In the overflowings of Divine goodness in my 
heart towards mankind, I believed Christ was at 
work in many minds amongst the people who sur- 
rounded me; and I was led into near sympathy with 
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the hidden, sighing seed. I remembered the days> 
of my youth, when I sighed alone as in the bowels 
of the earth; and I said in my heart, Lord, wilt 
thou not gather the outcasts of Israel into one? Wilt 
thou not redeem the remnant of the seed of Jacob, 
and make them as one band before thee, under the 
influence of uniting love? Under these feelings and 
desires, was first suggested to my mind the view and 
prospect of a meeting here. My attention was turn- 
ed to the outward situation of the place; and it ap- 
peared to be located at the extremity of three differ- 
ent meetings, in a neighbourhood where there are 
divers aged, some weakly, and many young people, 
some of whom being members of society have no 
suitable place or opportunity to meet in a public or 
church capacity. And J thought how pleasant and 
profitable* it would be for these to have a weekly 
meeting together; in which, under the overshadow- 
ing wing of condescending Goodness, the aged might 
be comforted in their declining days; — ^the weakly, 
strengthened; — the youth encouraged in every vir- 
tuous course, — ^and an opportunity afforded to the 
hidden visited ones, to be gathered unto the flock, 
and know a being led by the good Shepherd to the 
living springs, and the green pastures of immortal 
life. And peradventure the arisings of pure life might 
reach the witness in other minds, hitherto unacquaint- 
ed with the nature of spiritual worship." 

"Religion is a spiritual operation, whereby the 
minds of men are modified and assimilated into the 
likeness of the Divine image. The government of 
the true church is^also spiritual, under the reign and 
control of the Prince of peace; and those whom he 
calls to serve him in his church, must be and will be 
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a spiritual people, — ^renewed in the spirit of their 
minds, and girded with the girdle of Truth; .being 
united to Christ in the enjoyment of a living com* 
munion, by which they draw as at the paps of Divine 
consolation the nourishing virtue and efiScacy of 
Truth. Hence, they become clothed with the graices 
of the Spirit, — faith, love, tenderness, meekness and 
charity; against which there is no law. Oh! that all 
who think themselves called to activity in the church, 
may labour after this qualification and attainment: 
then will Zion put on her beautiful garments, and 
the little ones be made to rejoice." 

To Evan Lewis, West-town Boarding School. 

CharlestowD, 1st mo. 29th, 1806. 
Friend Evan, — ^The harbingers of winter had just 
withered nature's drooping verdure; the trees were 
disrobing and consigning their withered leaves to the 
kindred soil, as a manure; a melancholy feeling seem- 
ed to pervade the desolating scene, and insensibly 
awakened in my mind a train of pensive reflections. 
The energies of imagination recalled the days of other 
yearSy when the untutored Indian was the unrivalled 
tenant of these western wilds; I reflected on the la- 
bours of Europe's energetie sons, wlvp subjected the 
forests to their toil, and bade kgricultUre and archi- 
tecture flourish in the wilderness. I anticipated the 
improvements of future days, when West-town man- 
sion may be covered with moss through age, and the 
present generation be consigned to oblivion. I beheld 
with moving sensibility the predictive charactei^istics 
of successive trains of youth who may receive the 
elements of natural science «t the institution, and 
gradually succeed each other in managing the afiairs 
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of this mixed life. A feeling sigh vibrated in my 
tremulous bosom, and I said to myself, As falling au- 
tumn and returning spring succeed each other, so one 
generation passeth away and another cometh: but, 
thou, Fountain of life, love and goodness, remain- 
est forever. ' May the exhibition of fading things 
raise the ardour of my soul from nature and the crea- 
tures, to thee who art the Alpha and Omega, — ^the 
first source and final end of all. May my afiections 
become more and more detached from matter, that 
so I may be united unto thee, when all my animal 
faculties shall be insensible to the most brilliant 
modifications of dust which fascinate the perceptions 
of mortals. Oh ! may the energies of my being be 
frequently baptised with the emanations of thy be- 
nign spirit, in order that I may be purified from the 
dross of corporeal things, and initiated into the power 
and feeling of an endless life with thee, 

These sensations, my dear friend, impressed my 
mind with awful solemnity, as I travelled all solitary 
to Concord Quarterly meeting. I know not why they 
should be revived at this time, except as a stimulus 
to thee to become more and more conversant in the 
solitary school of true wisdom; I mean, a feeling and 
living communion between the soul and the Creator. 
Apart from the prejudices of systems, I have long 
believed this to contain all that is^ valuable to man, 
whether we regard the present or the future. 

In the constitution of humanity, there appears to 
me lo be a three-fold life; the animal, rational, and 
Divine. Upon the due temperament of these, our 
present satisfaction and future comfort seem to de- 
pend. From their variance and disunity, much of the 
particular distress and general evil in ihe world pro- 



d by Google 



MEMOIbS OF MMES COCKBtTRN. 25B 

ceeds. To delineate these in detail would require 
voluines, and is perhaps as far above my present de- 
gree of improvement, as such labour is unnecessary 
to the o^ect I have in view. I only wish that W<j^ 
may be enabled to penetrate through mere external 
appearances, and direct the ardour of our pursuits 
after available attainments. ' 

Our animal wants require the exercise of our ra- 
tional powers to obtain the means of their gratifica- 
tion. Hence, we may see the origin of that activity 
which, by progressive experinjents, gradrraHy dw- 
covered what are called arts and sciences. Henc^ 
also, the origin of social intercourse, adventure and 
traffic: and from these necessarily arose what is term- 
ed politics^ or the rule of public affairs. Men of 
studious minds and keen discernment, have gathered 
from the analogy, relation and operation of thiirgs, 
systems of principles for the direction of human con- 
duct, which is denominated moral philosophy ; and 
have thence suggested modes of sovereignty to pre- 
serve society in order. But the experience of all 
nations and of every age, plainly shows that no ex- 
ternal law can preserve mankind in order, if the in- 
ternal harmony of their minds is disorganized. Grenfe- 
ral histor^ affords a melancholy proof of this declara- 
tion. Animal sensations or propensities seem to have 
subjected the other powers of man, and devised means 
of gratification which no law could either foresee or 
prevent. Indeed, many political laws are rather cal- 
culated to aid the wrong direction of the animal 
powers, than to restrain their usurpation. Even re- 
ligion has been subjected, in order to gratify the car- 
nal mind. Ecclesiastical tyranny and persecution 
have been no less severe, than political. Thus, in- 
VoL. XL— 22 
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dividual depravity and public corruption seem to 
have reciprocally assisted each other, engendering 
that profligacy of manners, — that levity of conduct, — 
and those exhibitions of vanity, which, in a variety 
of formSjliave imposed on the attention of mankind. 
Thus also, the vices and follies of one age have come 
down to the next, in the mixtures of education, and 
under the sanction of custom or general usage. 

The youthful mind is subject to foreign impres- 
sions; it is stimulated by example to contract habits 
and form ideas of things, inconsistent with reality; 
and a wrong direction of the powers of the mind is 
the attendant result. Wealth, honours and fame, ex- 
cite desire and lead to pursuit The apparent aus- 
terity of virtue, which implies correction of evil 
habits and mortification of selfish views, is shunned, 
if not despised. 

This appears to be the state of the natural man, 
arising from a mixture of the animal and rational 
powers only, without a proper subjection to the Di- 
vine life. To redeem men from this state, is the 
design and economy of the gospel^ or glad tidings of 
salvation, by which a way is opened to return again 
to God, and participate of his Divine life. The ef- 
fects of this return and unij^ing with the^)perations 
of the Divine life, is purification of heart from the 
corruptions of the first, or animal nature; — rectifica- 
tion of our hearts and lives, and a renewal or sancti- 
fication of spirit, whereby man is again Restored t© 
his Maker, and united with him in an everlasting 
communion. 

Let us then, my friend, pause, and consider the 
state of our own minds. Let us ascertain whether 
we are under the government of the animal and ra- 
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tional life only? how far we have experienced re- 
demption from the spirit of this world? and how far 
our minds, with all our animal and rational powers, 
have come under the rectifying influences of the 
spirit of Christ, or the Divine life? May it be the 
ardent solicitude of our minds to seek first the king- 
dom of God and his righteousness, and then all other 
necessary things for our best interest will in due time 
be added. 

I conclude widi the aspiration that Divine preser- 
vation may attend thee, — that Truth may be a light 
to thy feet and a lamp to thy path through the pro- 
bations of time, and finally make thee a partaker of 
the inheritance with the saints in light. 

Jamj^s Cockbfrn. 

While James Cockburn was a member of Radnor 
monthly meeting, he frequently appeared in the 
ministry to the satisfaction of his friends. He was 
also very useful in the exercise of the discipline, 
being often on appointments to the services of the 
meeting; and was esteemed as a Friend well esta- 
blished in the principles of Truth. In the 5th month, 
1807, he applied for a certificate for himself and wife 
to transfer their right of membership to Uwchlan 
monthly meeting, which was granted in tiie month 
following. In the 8th month, he thus explains this 
movement in a letter to a friend: "We are pretty 
well in health, and contented with our situation, if 
it may be our allotment to live here. We have at- 
tached ourselves to Pikeland meeting (a branch of 
Uwchlan monthly meeting) rather fi^om an appre- 
hension of duty than of choice. My mind is some- 
times drawn into the concern and exercise of publie 
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expression, I believe rather as a test of my obedience,, 
tfcan any immediate benefit to the meeting. When 
that end is served, I hope to be released from such 
engagements; but wish to stand in a state of dedica* 
tion, resignation, and obedience to the Divine will," 

While we are capable of being ofiended, it is an 
evidence that self is still alive in us. I speak not as 
having already attained; but I see this as a point un- 
to which I must arrive. I feel as being alone in the 
midst of the earth. Perhaps it is right I should thus 
be separated from my friends, in order to become 
9eparated from myself, or from selfish feelings. Fa- 
ther of mercy! eternal Fountain of uncreated love! 
njay I ever bow before thee in the deepest humili- 
ty; — that so I may know an abiding in thy tent of 
holy quiet,— following the Lamb whithersoever he 
goeth in my regeneration, and thus be resigned into 
passive and active obedience, so as to accelerate my 
union with thee. 



5th mo. 1810. Believing it possible even for those 
esteemed good men to indulge favourite views, the 
amplication of which would prove injurious to theirir 
selves and to society, — -I have not been able impli- 
citly to imbibe the opinions of others, without feel- 
ing a corresponding evidence in my own mind, for 
adopting them. 

The proper exercise of the discipline of the church, 
I consider as a weighty trust devolving on society. 
In my view, those endowments which proceed from 
the moving influence and directing wisdom of Truth, 
are necessary for its profitable administration. If 
these J»re requisite for transacting the cpipmpn tw^si* 
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ness of the church, proposals to alter the established 
order of society seem to require great clearness of 
the perceptions of Truth, and certainty of feeling its 
influence. Though the principles of goodness arc 
unchangeable, I do not expect rules of discipline to 
remain stationary. Rules and regulations that are 
proper and useful in one age, by a change of circum^ 
stances, may become unnecessary, or liable to altera* 
tion, in another. I believe also, that as there is in 
the human mind a progression in the knowledge and 
practice of the principles of righteousness, so a cor- 
respondent improvement in the order and discipline 
of society will take place. But it is equally certain, 
if there is an overlooking of the pHnciple of Truth, — 
if there is a leaning to and mixing with the policy 
of the world, there will be a correspondent declea-» 
sion. 

If we recur to first principles, we must believe 
that the virtue and efficacy of Truth is the same that 
ever it was; and that if the church is properly exer- 
cised to dwell under the influence of this virtue and 
life, there is no doubt that qualifications will be wit- 
nessed to place judgment in the right line. But if 
there is a reverting from the principle of Truth, — a 
leaning on external evidence and human understand- 
ing, — if there is an indulging of favourite schemes, 
and endeavours used to act in church business agree- 
able to these, — is it any wonder that difficulties oc^ 
cur, — ^that meetings for business often become para-> 
lysed in their strength, and miss the profitable exer^ 
cise of discipline? I make these remarks with diffi- 
dence, because I am convinced of my own deficien- 
cy and weakness: but I have faith in the principle^ 
that it will qualify every one for his proper part an4 
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business in the administration oi the discipline, if 
there is a close indwelling with it 

I conceive the primary objects of the discipline 
of society are, the preservation of members who are 
in danger of sliding from the principles of Truth, — 
the restoration of those who have stepped aside, and, 
where labour is ineffectual, the separation of impeni- 
tent offenders. The preservation or restoration of 
man from the dominion of evil, forms a v^ry distin- 
guishing part of the gospel design. The forgiving 
of injuries, trespasses and offences, — ^the extension 
of charity, sympathy, love and benevojence, — are 
among the principal duties enjoined by gospel obli- 
gation. Christian discipline evidently hath its foun- 
dation in the nature of these things. The formation 
of society requires the exercise of these reciprocal 
obligations as duties incumbent in themselves. All 
subordinate rules of discipline, in my view, ought to 
be in a line of consistency with these mutual obliga- 
tions and duties. They are plain and explicit. If a 
member commits an offence against the church,^ it is 
under indispensable obligations to deal with him in 
labour, and care according to gospel order. If this 
exercise and labour prove successful, — if the offend- 
er submits to gospel discipline, — he has, in my view, 
a valid claim to forgiveness and restoration. By his 
returning to the principle, and his submission to 
christian discipline, he hath a virtual right of mem- 
bership, nor should he be deprived of the advantage, 
comfort and satisfaction of enjoying it, after proper 
concessions are made. 

The human mind is liable to seasons of dep'ressioa 
and discouragement^ it is liable to be acted on by ^ 
connexion of circumstance^^, and it 14 not improbablQ 
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that some who may be prematurely cut off irom so- 
ciety by injudicious disownments, may be so discou- 
raged, or so weak as to sink under the influence of 
those causes which tended to lead them from the 
principle. Whereas, if they were rightly dealt with 
in the christian spirit of meekness and love, they 
might be restored to the unity and care of the church; 
and this might tend to strengthen thek minds, and 
excite them to a closer indwelling with the principle 
of Truth which alone can preserve. 



In the 10th month, 1810, Uwchlan monthly meet- 
ing acknowledged James Cockburn's gift in the min- 
istry, and recommended him to Cain Quarterly meet- 
ing of ministers and elders, where he was ac(;ppted 
as a minister in unity. In the ensuing year he re- 
moved to a farm he had purchased in Lower Provi- 
dence on the east side of Schuylkill, and became a 
member of Gwynedd monthly meeting, to which he 
and Isabella his wife were recommended by certifi- 
cate in the 8th mo. 1811. While he was a member 
of Cain Quarter, his communications by way of gos- 
pel ministry, though not very frequent nor extensive, 
were acceptable to his friends, and often remarkable 
for depth of penetration on doctrinar subjects, as well 
as clear and impressive in relation to practical righ- 
teousness. 

Soon after his settlement at Providence, his mind 
appears to have been exercised for the welfare of the 
members of Radnor monthly meeting,— the place of 
his first settlement in this land — the first meeting of 
Friends which be became concerned to attend — 
where also he was received into membership^ and 
first opened his mouth in public testimony. So now. 
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the first fruits of his travels in the work of the min- 
istry were directed to this part of society, and Gwy- 
nedd monthly meeting furnished him with a minute 
of its concurrence to visit the families of Friends in 
the compass of that meeting. From the notes which 
he kept of this family visit, it appears that his reli- 
gious labours were extended to twenty-one families 
at Charlestown particular meeting; forty-one at the 
Valley meeting; forty-five at Radnor; twenty-seven 
at Haverford; and forty -one at Merion: making one 
hundred and seventy -five in all. 

Letter to a Friend. 

10<A mon^A, 16IA, 1811. 
Roapecled friend, — It is with particular regi^t, I 
have understood thou hast formed a resolution to 
withdraw from the religious fellowship of Friends. 
This circumstance is the more painAil to my mind, as 
1 had entertained expectations of another kind. About 
ten years ago, when I first became acquainted with 
the society, I occasionally saw thee at the Valley 
meeting; and from an apprehension that thou wast 
not a stranger to the operation and sensibilities of 
the principle of Truth, I entertained a degree of es- 
teem and good-will towards thee. On becoming 
more acquainted with thy general character, I still 
looked forward to the time when thou would more 
availingly remember the tender feelings of thy youth, 
and become more closely united to Friends, by mani^ 
festing a more lively zeal for the promotion and 
spreading of the principles of Truth, which can 
alone enlighten the dubious way of erring mortals, 
and recall and preserve them in the paths of virtue, 
rectitude and peace. 
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It is probable, thou grounds thy resolution on an 
idea of consistency of character, and that thou mayst 
not counteract in the political world what thou pro- 
fesses in the religious. But in promoting this con- 
sistency of character on the ground thou hast taken, 
it is a serious question, whether thou art not about 
to sacrifice principle to political expediency? Or, 
whether any object can be gained by the adoption 
of political expediency, which will atone for the sa- 
crifice of principle? In looking round on every side, 
I can see none worthy the acceptance of* a generous 
mind; — I mean, those advantages connected with 
private interest. It is possible thou hast set these 
questions at comparative rest jn thy mind, by en- 
deavouring to reconcile the policy of the world with 
that of the gospel 5 and by .calling into view the ad- 
vantages of civil, well-ordered government. The first 
endeavour will forever remain fruitless. The spirit 
of the world and the benignity and simplicity of the 
gospel, are diametrically opposite; the ascendency of 
the one must subject and subvert the other. Witli 
regard to the second, while I sincerely respect every 
endeavour to improve the condition of the human 
family, I am satisfied the best interests of man can 
be promoted only on the ground of the immutable 
principles of Truth. All the systems of political ex- 
pediency which have been called into operation, have 
successively left the human race subjected to all the 
evils which stand connected with the extensive op- 
erations of selfish, unsubdued passions. Alas! what 
have all the legislators, politicians and warriors, who 
have dazzled the multitude in every age, done for 
man? At this moment, the major part of the human 
family are sunk in moral and circumstantial degradii- 
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tion: nor can they ever be elevated to their proper 
sphere of action, or recognise the importance of the 
human character, as it stands on the scale of exist- 
ence, — but by becoming acquainted with the light of 
Truth. It is by this only that they can become ac- 
quainted with the powers of their being, and with 
the nature of those duties which are essentially in- 
cumbent on their situation, as standing in connexion 
with the constitution of things, and the responsibili- 
ties of their free agency. 

Society is a combination of individuals. If every 
individual were enlightened and acquainted with the 
operations of Truth, privkte order and regularity 
would take place, and public order and tranquillity 
would be easily maintained. From the history of ex- 
pired ages, — from the hi«tory and djBvelopement of 
the human character as it operates under the influ- 
ence of its own selfish, unregulated passions, — we 
have demonstrable evidence that no device of human 
policy, — no plan of political expediency, can effectu- 
ally meliorate the social state of mankind. The ex- 
periment has been tried for several thousand years; 
and at this very time, amidst all our supposed refine- 
ment, — amidst all,our discoveries of arts and sciences, 
and all our acquaintance with general speculation, — 
the majority of human laws are rather calculated to 
depress the human mind, and retard its progression 
in the path of possible moral perfectahility. It is 
then certainly time for the votaries of humanity, — 
for the benevolent, — the philanthropic and the patri- 
otic, to try another plan. By the little survey I have 
taken, we need not hesitate what the plan ought to 
be. It is a plan devised by Divine wisdom, and 
offered by Divine Goodness to the acceptance of man. 
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The acceptance of the agency- of Divine • grace, can 
alone regulate our disordered passions, and render 
us capable to partake of the comforts of this life and 
the happiness of the next 

Convinced and impressed as I am with this view 
of things, I cannot but feel regret that men of thy 
intelligence and influence in society, should turn 
from the recognition of the essential principle of 
Truth, and place all your weight in the scale of po- 
litical expediency; which cannot produce any per- 
manent advantage to the human family, but remains 
continually under the fluctuating influence of selfish 
passions. Where are now the republics of Greece 
and Rome? where, the enthusiasm of France in the 
cause of liberty? At some future day, when in the 
revolutions of political expediency, American em- 
pire may become divided among her potent chiefs, 
may some ask. Where is the republic 6f America? 
while the interests of humanity are forever lost in 
the devouring vortex of selfish passions! 

Why then should thou expend all thy care and 
solicitude on objects of such contingency ,-r-when 
certain and substantial good remains with the prin- 
ciple thou art disposed to sacrifice? By withdrawing 
from the operation, or shrinking from the testimo- 
nies it has given us to bear, thou wilt sufier loss in 
thy private condition, and deprive society of the ad- 
vantages of thy example, and of those services which 
Truth would qualify thee to exercise. 

I am aware that every one has a right to exercise 
his own judgment But in cases of this kind it is 
necessary to reflect very deliberately on every side^ 
that no possible deception may bias the mind, and 
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give a spring to our actionB the wrong way. If the 
public good is thy leading object, I am certain an 
adherence to the principles of Truth in which thou 
hast been educated, would much more promote it 
than any exertions or interference with the policies 
of the world. Let worldly politicians maintain the 
best mode of political expediency they can: in their 
present situation it is certainly best to do so, and we 
may render them assistance by acting consistent with 
the principles of Truth that we profess. In this way 
we may promote the interests of humanity; but never 
by leaving the principle^ and becoming active par- 
tizans in any of the dark systems which lean on war. 
Our progress in meliorating the condition of the hu- 
man family may be hidden from public view, — ^may 
be slow in its operation, — but it will be certain, un- 
der tlie overruling influences of Divine Providence. 

James Cockbubn. 



On the 15th of the 12th month, 1812, he com- 
menced a visit to the families of Gwynedd prepara- 
tive meeting, accompanied by Jesse Williams, a 
minister, Hugh Foulke, Priscilla Foulke, and his 
wife Isabella Cockburn. They visited upwards of 
ninety families; among whom are noted nine persons 
above eighty years of age, and about the same num- 
ber who were between seventy and eighty. They 
finished the visit about the commenc^nent of the 
year 1813; and the list of names might be interest- 
ing to some of the members of that meeting as show- 
ing " how ages and generations pass away.'* 
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Visit to Concordy Cain and Western Quarters. 

On the 19th of the 1st month, 1815, 1 left home 
with a prospect of visiting the meetings of Friends 
in Concord Quarter, and some others contiguous 
thereto in Cain and the Western Quarters; — called 
on Jacob Albertson who had offered his service as a 
companion, and proceeded to Newtown in Delaware 
county, in a calm, resigned state of mind. On the 
20th we were at their meeting, in which my mind 
was impressed with a view of the necessity of yield- 
ing to the softening virtue of gospel love; and, believ- 
ing there were some present who were acquainted 
with its meliorating influence, I endeavoured to im- 
press the minds of all with the necessity of becom- 
ing separated from all hardness and enmity of heart 
Dined with Jonas Preston, and we were mutually- 
pleased with one another's company — were some- 
what gathered into near and feeling sympathy, and 
I dropped at parting some expression of encourage- 
ment Proceeded to Jeffery Smedley's, who received 
us courteously and kindly. 

On the 21st were at Willistown meeting, where 
was a burying which considerably enlarged the 
gathering. I was ^ exercised in concern to awaken 
their attention to the certainty of death, and the ne- 
cessity of becoming prepared for the solemn change. 
Dined at Amos Garrett's, and was drawn into an ex- 
ercise for their children's encouragement Thence 
went to William Cox's to lodge, and were favoured 
in the evening with the refreshing influences of love 
and good will to the fipimily. 

On the 22 nd were at Goshen meeting, in leanness 
and much poverty — affected with a view of our weak- 
Voi. XL— 23 
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ness, and felt sad as I beheld the vacant seats of some 
who had been worthy in their day, but were remov- 
ed from works to rewards. Endeavoured to direct 
Ae attention of the pepple to the same qualifying 
power which in every age has produced useful in- 
struments. Dined and lodged at Richard Good- 
win's — ^felt a little as in a strange land; and in the 
evening was gathered into an exercise for their en- 
couragement and stability in the Truth. 

On the 23d, proceeded in much weakness and dif- 
fidence to West-town school — ^were kindly received 
and had a general opportunity at three o'clock, which 
did not much relieve nor strengthen my mind. The 
subsequent opportunities with the superintendent and 
teachers, were much favoured with the dissolving, 
tendering sympathy of gospel love — ^we were drawn 
into near and feeling union of mind, and mutually 
ministered encouragement to one another. 

On the 24th, strengthened and encouraged, we 
went to Middletown, where an exercise was felt 
that we might become properly acquainted with our 
own selves, so as rightly to direct the powers of our 
being, in order that we might partake of comfort and 
lasting enjoyment. Dined and lodged at Nathan 
Sharpless's, who, with his dear wife, manifested an 
interest in our welfare. Was somewhat affected with 
a view of the necessity of progressing in inward re* 
finement, in order to stand qualified for usefulness. 

On the 25th, went to Chester monthly meeting — 
and was favoured in the liberty and love of Truth, 
with desires that we might answer the end and inten- 
tion of our being, and be so exercised as to partake of 
that qualifying virtue which enables to be faithful to 
the testimonies of Truth. Dined and lodged at Joseph 
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Evan3's, and were comforted in the prospect of their 
early dedication^and exemplary stability in the Truth. 

On the 26th, were at Springfield meeting, in which 
I was favoured with the opening influences of Truth 
to bear testimony unto its purity, and the necessity 
of becoming redeemed from the unlawful love and 
enjoyments of this world. In the evening we had an 
opportunity with the people employed in the manu-> 
factory, some of whom were from Europe — my min4 
was exercised and enlarged towards them on several 
testimonies, which I thought were sensibly under^ 
stood. 

On the 27th, were at Chester meeting — afiected 
with a view of the great blessings we had received, 
and the obligations we lay under, and with the n^- 
cessity of being exercised in practical gratitude.—* 
Proceeded oq and lodged at Joseph Wain's, who re- 
ceived us in much love and cordiality — were some* 
what encouraged to place our confidence in that Arm 
which never fails to be a refuge in time of need. 

28th. Were at Darby monthly meeting — in much 
weakness I endeavoured to bear testimony to the 
necessity of every one experiencing the renovating 
power and virtues of Truth in their own minds.— 
Were favoured with the company and testimony of 
Rachel Sharpless. 

29th. Were at Providence meeting, in company 
with Rachel Sharpless, and were favoured to partake 
of that influence which strengthens to bear testimo* 
ny to the purity of spiritual religion. After meeting, 
sat their preparative select meeting, which seemed 
favoured with the extension of uniting and strength* 
ening love. 

On the SQtb^ were at Chichester, accompanied by 
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Nathan and Rachel Sharpless. I was concerned to 
delineate the nature of our probationary state; that 
good and evil are set before us, and that according 
to our choice our minds will become subjected to the 
one or the other. Sarah Talbot bore testimony to 
the same doctrine; Rachel Sharpless also, in a live- 
ly manner, impressed the application >of the subject, 
and concluded with supplication. Dined at John 
Talbot^s, and proceeded to Wilmington, where we 
lodged at Cyrus Newlin's. 

On first-day, were at Wilmington meeting — exer- 
cised with regard to external speculation, operating 
as a powerful preventive to the mind of man from 
coming to experience and enjoy the benefits of spi- 
riMal worship. Dined at Cyrus Newlin's in company 
with Samuel Canby; and proceeded to Stanton in 
company with Cyrus, Evan Lewis, and doctor Gib- 
bons, where we had a meeting in the afternoon, in 
which I was much exercised in a barren, sufiering 
state. Desolation seemed to reign, yet I felt the 
secret movings of that which drew into a near sympa- 
thy with a few, and was favoured at last to relieve my 
mind. Lodged at Caleb Harlan's, and were favoured 
with the extendings of the Father's love ta his chil- 
dren. 

On second-day proceeded to Centre monthly meet- 
ing, where I was engaged to awaken the attention to 
the necessity of pressing forward to the full realiza- 
tion of spiritual religion. Edward Brooke bore am- 
ple testimony to the same. Next day we were at 
Kennet monthly meeting in company with Edward 
Brooke and Thomas Bejry. In the first meeting, 
Edward recs^lled our attention to many important 
truths — in the second, I was concerned to press the 
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necessity of partaking of the true life, in order to ex- 
ercise properly the reins of government Was also 
engaged at the close of the meeting, to encourage those 
whose minds were dipped into exercise and concern, 
and to declare that however gloomy things might ap- 
pear, God remained to be good unto Israel, and would 
open a way for all those who are careful to move 
under his qualifying influence. 

On fourth-day attended. London Grove monthly 
meeting, in which I was engaged to display the in- 
tentions and end of the administrations of Divine 
goodness unto the children of men, that the great ob- 
ject was the reconciliation and restoration of man 
unto that state wherein he is capable to worship, 
serve, and enjoy God. In the answering of the 
queries I was much opened in free counsel in the 
liberty of Truth. 

Next day proceeded in company with Edward 
Brooke and John Pennock to New Garden monthly 
meeting, — ^and laboured to guard them against form-, 
ality in religion, — and to press the necessity of com-* 
ing to experience its spirituality and vital substance, 

On sixth-day attended Nottingham monthly meet-* ' 
ing in company with Edward Brooke, whom we met 
at George Churchman's. My mind was exercised 
with regard to the necessity of having the mind 
opened properly to view those objects which are of 
importance to our comfort and happiness. In regard 
to the queries, much was opened in free counsel and 
advice to the people. 

On seventh-day attended Little Britain monthly 
meeting, and was engaged to bear testimony to the 
spirituality of the gospel dispensation, — ^that we were 
placed as witnesses to bear this testimjony unto the 
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world; and the necessity there was for us to be so ex- 
ercised as to partake of that nourishment and strength 
which alone can enable us to stand faithful to this 
and other important testimonies. In the discipline, 
was much opened in free counsel. Parted after meet- 
ing with our friends Edward Brooke and John Pen- 
nock, whose company was agreeable and edifying. 
At Nottingham and Eastland, Edward was opened 
in much gos|>el communi<;^tion. 

On first^ay Thomas Furniss accompanied us to 
Doe Run meeting, where I was exercised in heavi- 
ness; but at last was enabled to call their attention 
unto the great advantages we enjoy; that every mind 
might come to be taught of the Lord, and partake of 
that peace and enjoyment into which his teaching 
leads. As I proceeded, I felt my mind gradually 
clothed with the increasing influence of Trijith, which 
seemed to have a reaching efiect on some minds; and 
I was comforted in believing there was a remnant 
present who were disposed to yield to the feeling 
and impressive teachings of Truth. Dined at Joseph 
Hood's, who conducted us to Daniel Lukens's, where 
we met with John Baldwin and lodged. 

Next day attended Fallowfleld monthly meeting, 
where my mina was opened with regard to the in- 
scrutability of Providence — ^that he can work by 
means consistent with our conceptions and views, 
and also by means we cannot comprehend nor con- 
nect with their end: but that, however we may be 
unable to unravel the combination of circumstances 
which may surround us, — however we may be un- 
able to trace the bearings and tendency of things, — 
of this we might be certain as it relates to^the final 
result,--»the counsel of the Lord will stand, and he 
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will do all his pleasure. That this . consideration 
ought to operate as consolation and encouragement 
when surrounded with gloom and perplexity, — ^and 
that, however trying our situations may be, all things 
will work together for good to those who are en- 
gaged to walk in that path which entitles them to 
the peculiar care of Divine Providence. I was also 
affected with a view of those who had been brought 
from different and distant places to be gathered to- 
gether in. a church capacity, and felt desirous they 
might be so exercised as to receive the requisite 
qualifications to answer the intentions and designs of 
Providence by them. 

On third-day, in company with Caleb Swayne, we 
proceeded to Concord Quarterly meeting, where was 
Jesse Kersey, Emmor Kimber, and Matthew Frank- 
lin. Matthew was engaged to delineate the relative 
and social virtues, as they ought to operate in private 
and public life, and that these virtues ought to be 
stimulated and properly directed by the aid of pa- 
rents in very early life. Jesse concluded with sup- 
plication. 

On fourth-day proceeded with Philip Price and 
Emmor Kimber to Cain; attended the select meet- 
ing, and was concerned to open a view of the im- 
portance and responsibility of our stations; — ^that 
some of us apprehended we were called upon to 
stand as mediums of the ministry of reconciliation, — 
that ministry which was designea to reconcile a trans- 
gressing world unto the economy of the gospel dis- 
pensation; — that others were placed in a situation 
to take care of those who are thus exercised; — and 
that it was incumbent upon all to abide in such a 
humble, watchful state as to partake of that help, 
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nouriahment and strength which can alone enable to 
move forward in harmonious labour for the promo- 
tion and spreading of Truth. — Dined at Thomas 
Pim's, where my wife came to see us. On fifth-day 
attended Cain Quarterly meeting. Emmor and Jesse 
were engaged in extensive communications with re- 
gard to the necessity of individual faithfulness. On 
sixth-day went homewards, dined at John Jacobs', 
and reached home in the evening, where all was well. 

The following " Notes of a visit to the meetings 
composing the Southern Quarterly meeting," appear 
•to have been made during the journey. 

9th mo. 4th, 1816, 1 left home, being gathered into 
much resignation and quietude of mind, — and pro- 
ceeded to Isaac Jones's, who had ofiered his service 
to accompany me in the visit. Next day, under a 
deep feeling of solemnity, I was favoured with the 
arising and spreading of encouragement to go for- 
ward. Took a solid and afiecting leave of Isaac's fa- 
mily, and went on to Darby meeting, where I was 
drawn into a feeling sympathy with Ihe weakness of 
humanity; in which a view was opened and express- 
ed, of the necessity of daily recurrence to the Foun- 
tain of strength, that the mind may be furnished 
with ability to withstand the improper action of ad* 
versity and of prosperity, and be preserved through 
all trials and temptations, with a steady progress in 
religious experience. The people were also caution* 
ed again3t depending upon self, or rising above that 
state in which they might receive the humbling im- 
pressions of Truth. Dined at Joseph Bunting's, and 
went on nineteen miles to Samuel Ca^nby's at Brandy- 
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wine, where we lodged. Next day, we proceeded 
through Appoquinimink to Duck Creek, where we 
were kindly received by James Morris. After a 
time of free conversation, being drawn into silence, 
our^ attention was turned to the shortness and un- 
certainty of human life,' and the necessity of becom- 
ing suitably prepared for our change. Our views 
were then directed to the means by which we might 
become effectually prepared for that solemn period; — 
the causes which retard our progress in this necessa- 
ry work were a little opened, and the necessity of 
watchfulness, diligence and faithfulness, was im- 
pressed. 

7th. Attended Duck Creek monthly meeting. In 
the solemnity of deep feeling, I had to travail through 
much weakness and poverty, to reach the living 
spring ef encouragement. On adverting to the causes 
of our weakness and leanness, the people were direct- 
ed to the means of renewing their strength, and the 
communication closed with feelings of cprdial encou- 
ragement to the exercised, travailing seed. The so- 
lemn impressions and humbling influence of Truth 
seemed to be sensibly felt, and I hope renewed en- 
couragement extended to some minds. Dined with 
a number of Friends at James Morris's, and went 
home with Daniel Cowgill, near Little Creek. In 
the evening, after a season of free and social conver- 
sation, our minds were gathered under a humbling 
sense of Divine goodness, and encouraged to faithful- 
ness and stability in our several places, in order that 
we might answer the intentions of a gracious Provi- 
dence, both in regard to our spiritual progress, and 
in relation to our stewardship of outward blessings. 

Next day, being first-day, the 8th, we attended 



d b^Google 



274 MEMOIRS OF JAMES COCKBURN. 

Little Creek meeting in the morning; where the lan- 
guage of encouragement and invitation was freely 
extended, and illustrated by the consideration that 
^ all things are ready/' and nothing is lacking or 
wanting on the part of Divine goodness. After en- 
couraging the people to receive, embrace and ii|i- 
prove the extension of free grace and mercy, we left 
them under a comfortable hope that some were, and 
others would be, brought to sit under their own vine 
and fig tree, where nothing can make afraid. After 
dining ^t Rebecca Hanson's, in company with Daniel 
Cowgill and wife, I was drawn into particular sym- 
pathy with Rebecca, under which I was le'd to ex- 
press, " What is past cannot be recalled; what is to 
come, cannot be foreseen. The present time only is 
ours. A proper use of time, in the exercise of the 
means extended to us, will always contribute to our 
improvement and strength, and bring us forward so 
as to answer the intentions of that preparing hand 
which leads through mercy and through judgment." 
In company with the above-named friends, we at- 
tended a meeting appointed at Camden at four o'clock 
in the afternoon. The house was full, being mostly 
of o^her societies. My mind felt low, and rather 
under discouragement. Being stripped of all ability, 
I was brought to the true place of waiting, and drawn 
into an humble dependance on the never failing pow- 
er and virtue of Truth; in which my mind was open- 
ed into a view of the prophetic character of Christ, 
as a light to lighten the gentiles, and the glory of 
his people Israel: and I was enabled to exhibit a clear 
view of the gospel dispensation to the children of 
men; much to my own peace, and the apparent satis- 
faction of the people. The covering solemnity of 
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Truth was over us; and under a cordial feeling of the 
universal love of God to mankind, recommending 
them to the Word of his grace nigh in the heart, 
which is able to make wise unto salvation, I bade 
them farewell; wishing grace, mercy and peace might 
be multiplied unto them. Lodged at Jonathan Hunn's, 
eight miles from Little Creek. In the evening, in 
company with a friend who came in, we were drawn 
into quietness; and, under a sense of the power and 
virtue of Xruth to support its own testimonies, en- 
couragement to faithfulness was expressed; our own 
preservation and growth, as instruments, depending 
thereon, as well as the prosperity of Truth Within 
our borders. 

9th. Attended Motherkill monthly meeting; and 
was much exercised that the minds of the people 
might be brought into a state of nearness to the prin- 
ciple of spiritual life; and not rest in the letter of ex- 
ternal knowledge. The necessity of yielding to the 
reception of that virtue and power which produces a 
change of heart, was also insisted on, as a necessary 
lesson for all to learn. Charles Osborne from Ten- 
nessee was there, and was extensively opened in gos- 
pel communication. We returned with him and John 
Cook to Camden, and spent the evening agreeably 
with our friends. Next day went with Elisha Daw- 
son to his home at North-west Fork, where the day 
following we attended their monthly meeting. In the 
early part, it was dull and heavy, but the necessity of 
maintaining our ground, and endeavouring to advance 
forward in the work of Truth, was a little opened; 
and they were cautioned against resting in any past 
attainments, or sinking under improper discourage- 
ments. They were reminded that there is nothing 
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good in U8 bat what we hdye receiyedf and that there 
U enough and to spare in the Divine fukiess: there^ 
fore in humble dependance thereon, there is encou- 
ragement for alL The communication of these views 
closed with feelings of tender sensibility and nearness 
of sympathy towards Friends. Dined at Mark No- 
ble's, and in company with Anthony Wheatley, rode 
twenty-one miles to Easton, where we lodged at 
Robert Moore's. 

12th. Attended Third-haven monthly meeting; 
and was opened into a view of the amiableness and 
utility of that religion which is pure; showing that 
it leads into present comfort, while it prepares for 
everlasting enjoyment The necessity of submitting 
to its practical effects, was particularly urged; and 
encouragement extended to exercised and dedica- 
ted minds. Spent the evening at William W. 
Moore's with a number of friends; where much en- 
couragement flowed to them, to bear the weight of 
their situation, correspondent with the meekness and 
dignity of Trutli. Next day, we travelled about fifty 
miles to Joseph Turner's, at Cecil, and the day follow- 
ing attended Cecil monthly meeting. I was much 
bowed down in mind, being humbled with a sense of 
my own weakness. But under a renewed feeling of 
the continuation of Divine goodness, the necessity 
of this was shown to be in order to bring the mind 
to the Fountain of strength; and some encouragement 
was ministered. 

On first-day, the 15th, in the morning we were at 
Chester Neck meeting; where the beneficial effects 
of the gospel were illustrated, and the way pointed 
out by which our minds might be brought into the 
possession of those effects; closing with a tender 
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address to the people of colour. Had a meeting at 
Cecil at four o'clock in the afternoon, which was 
large and comfortable. The nature of our dependant 
state was opened; and that all the good we receive, 
or can enjoy, comes' from God: the people were 
encouraged and incited to receive and improve 'his 
goodness, freely offered them. Next day, we travel- 
led fifteen miles through the rain to a meeting ap- 
pointed at the Head of Chester, at eleven o'clock; 
It was a small meeting; but the language of encou- 
ragement was held forth: " Seek, and ye shall find: 
ask, and ye shall receive; knock, and it will be opened 
unto you.'' Lodged at John Turner's, who accom- 
panied us the next day to Tuckahoe'Neck, where we 
had a meeting on fourth-day, the 18th. A number 
of the inhabitants of Denton village attending^ the 
house was filled. Serious and deliberate considera- 
tion was recommended as consistent with our reason- 
able nature. The want of serious consideration was 
shown to be the cause that many become subjected 
to vanity and folly; and that deliberate attention is 
necessary in order to become acquainted with our- 
selves, and to bring us into a situation of mind to 
receive, recognise and improve Divine grace, or the 
operative influences of the spirit of Christ, to redeem 
us from evil, and bring us into the enjoyment of 
good. 

19th. We were at Tuckahoe meeting, which was 
small as to Friends, but a number of the neighbours 
attended. The nature of spiritual worship was a lit- 
tle opened, as the only medium of receiving spiritual 
benefits. The meeting closed with comfort and en- 
couragement Dined at Robert Kemps, and pro- 
ceeded to Choptank, where we had a meeting next 
Vol. XL— 24 
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day 9 that was small and exercising; bat I obtained 
some relief, yet left them rather with heaviness. 
Thence we went to Robert Moore's at Easton, who 
went with us to Bay-side meeting which was small. 
My mind was humbled under a sense of our weak- 
ness, and the continuation of Divine goodness. Some 
encouragement and consolation was felt and extended. 

22d. We attended Third-haven meeting near Eas- 
ton, which was large: but I felt weak and feeble. — 
The obstructing causes which prevent the mind of 
man from receiving spiritual strength, were opened ; 
and the people directed to the means which are able 
to remove these causes. The necessity of becoming 
separated from evil, in order to be prepared for the 
enjoyment of everlasting good, was also held up to 
view. In the afternoon, in company with Robert 
Moore, we visited several families, to our own relief 
and their encouragement; and left Easton under a 
feeling of much sympathy and a£fection towards some 
of its inhabitants. Next day attended a meeting at 
Marshy Creek; which was small by reason of much 
rain. It was an exercising season; it being difficult 
to reach the pure witness through the external form. 
They were cautioned against trusting on outward 
regularity, without the internal work. The necessity 
of regeneration in our hearts was opened, and friends 
encouraged to faithfulness. 

In company with Anthony Wheatly and his daugh- 
ter, we attended North-west Fork meeting, which 
was pretty large and comfortable; being measurably 
gathered under the influence of Truth. My mind 
was opened in gospel communication, and the meet- 
ing concluded with feelings of tender encouragement 
25th, were at Centre meeting; in which I was open- 
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ed to show that the human mind possessed great 
powers of activity, and that it was necessary they 
should have a proper direction, by being subjected 
to a Divine, regulating, controling power; — that pure 
wisdonx was necessary to open and influence our 
minds, as well as to direct our steps and movements 
through life; so that our course might be under the 
direction of the light of Christ The meeting closed 
with much cordial feeling and satisfaction; and we 
returned to Willis Charleses, who went with us next 
day to Milford. Dined at Gaulladette Oliver's, and 
attended a meeting there at three o'clock in the af- 
ternoon. It was rather small; but my mind was 
turned to consider the views and principles which 
give excitement and direction to our pursuits, and 
which contribute to form our dispositions and habits. 
The people were reminded that we ought to endea- 
vour always to live so that we may neither be afraid 
nor unwilling to die. The youth were invited to 
apply themselves to seek after true wisdom to direct 
their steps aright, so that they might witness pre- 
servation from evil; and also cautioned against being 
drawn under the influence of specious politeness and 
fashionable manners, which prevent the mind from 
coming to the enjoyment of solid virtue and real 
peace. 

27th. At Motherkill meeting, where I was led to 
hold up to view that whatever may be our private 
views, or individual pursuits, when our minds are 
brought into a state of calm reflection and serious 
feeling, — ^all will acknowledge that we stand under 
obligations to worship, serve and glorify God; this 
being the design and intention of our creation and 
redemption, and the means pointed out by which we 
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may fulfil the duties required of us, encouragement 
was extended to stand faithful to the redeeming pow- 
er and virtue of the spirit of Christ Dined at Wil- 
liam Dolby's; and next day visited several fiunilies 
to satisCau^tion. On first-day, the 29th, we were at 
Duck Creek meeting, which was large and comfort- 
able. The proper knowledge of ourselves was re- 
commended; — ^the causes of deception were pointed 
out; — and the light of Christ shown to be necessary 
in order to bring us properly acquainted with our- 
selves. Faithfulness to the manifestations of this 
light, was particularly insisted on, as the all sufficient 
guide to salvation; and the meeting closed with feel- 
ings of encouragement. In the afternoon, we had a 
meeting at Appoquinimink, exercising and trying. 
Cautions were held forth against trusting in external 
enjoyments; and the necessity of having the mind 
brought under the regulations of proper discipline, 
in order rightiy to receive, improve and enjoy the 
blessings of Divine ^odness, was recommended to 
our close attention; that so we may know an indwell- 
ing with the pure principle of Divine light and 
grace. 

On the 30th, we came on through Wilmington 
and Chester, and reached Jacob Maule's, at Radnor. 
Here I parted with my kind companion, Isaac Jones, 
he returning home. Next day, I reached my habi- 
tation, and found all well. In this journey, I was 
absent twenty-nine days, attended twenty-two meet- 
ings, and travelled by computation, about five hun* 
dred and.fqrty miles. 
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Letter iq a young woman in Selatoare state, 
dated II th mo. Ist^ 1816. 

Esteemed friend, — From the interest thou -mani- 
fested for our accommodation and comfort when in 
your parts, I have no doubt thou wilt be pleased to 
hear that we regained the place of our residence in 
safety and found all well. Isaac Jones often mentions 
thee as an interesting character, and we unite in 
feeling desires for thy encouragement in the way of 
well-doing. We earnestly recommend thy delibe- 
rate attention to the manifesting principhy or light 
of Truth, and desire thy stability and faithfulness to 
these manifestations. This is the only way whereby 
any can increase iji strength, or become prepared 
for usefulness: and there is every where need for an 
increase of useful members. There is need for such 
an increase in the Southern Quarter. Since my re- 
turn home, I often review our late journey through 
your country. While there is much to regret and 
deplore, there is much to encourage and console. — - 
The pensive sigh and solitary" tear on account of in- 
dividual privations, are often absorbed in feeling 
sympathy with the situation of many Friends, scatter- 
ed over the peninsula between Delaware and Chesa- 
peake bays. Your discouragements are many, — your 
exercises and burdens great; but in union there is 
strength. Union of principle, union of feeling, union 
of practice, and union in faithfulness, will enable you 
to stand; yea, to overcome every discouragement, 
and to clear away obstructions to the spreading and 
progress of Truth. 

With this view I repeat my solicitude for thy sta- 
bility and faithfulness. Thy mind has been convin* 
24* 
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ced; thy views have been opened, and thy feelings 
warmed with the light and love of Truth; — why 
shouldst thou withhold a practical testimony to its 
simplicity? There can be nothing so ornamental as 
the possession of a meek and quiet spirit; — ^nothing 
so engaging as the kind assiduities of Divine love. 
The practical acknowledgment of the principle of 
Truth, the exercise of virtue, the calm benignity and 
complacency of piety, — ^will clothe the mind with 
an amiableness, and the countenance with an im-. 
pressive appearance, far superior to the imitations 
of vapid politeness, or the 'most finished devices of 
gaudy dress. Reflect, my sister, deeply reflect on 
the force of example upon the human mind. Thou 
art surrounded by those who are young in years, 
and some of them may be influenced by thy exam- 
ple. Wilt thou teach them to fly away on the wings 
of vanity? Wilt thou leave them to wander in the 
flowery paths of deceptive pleasure and vain amuse- 
ments? Or rather, wilt thou become a practical light 
to their feet, and exanjple them in sobriety, in seri- 
ous consideration, in simplicity, innocence and hu- 
mility? There are many valuable young women 
within the limits of your Quarter, to whom thou 
might be useful, encouraging their progress in faith- 
fulness, whereby a qualification might be increasing- 
ly witnessed for supporting the cause and testimonies 
of Truth. 

The female character possesses great powers of 
sociability;— can they be applied to a better purpose 
than the promotion of virtue, of piety and of peace? 
How interesting the prospect, if those who possess 
cultivated minds would take the lead in a general 
reformation of manners and improvement io pro- 
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prietjr of social intercourse ! How auspicious for hu- 
man happiness, if our minds and conduct were thus 
brought to act on one another for the promotion of 
virtuous feeling and correct habits! I wish thy en- 
listment and progress in this noble and dignified 
concern. 

With the communication of love to S. C, her sis- 
ter and cousin, I would intreat your serious conside- 
ration of these subjects. I was pained to see such 
precious minds veiled with a fondness for such fop- 
pery of dress. I am sure if they would remember 
their pious preceptor, Joshua Maule, they would 
blush at their badges of vanity. 

James Cockburn. 

Visit to^Burlington and Haddonjield 
Quarters J New Jersey. 

On the 29th of the 11th month, 1816, 1 left home 
under the influence of tender impressions, and next 
day, with Isaiah Bell for a companion, crossed Dela- 
ware and arrived at Benjamin Cooper's, where we 
spent the evening in agreeable conversation. My 
mind was favoured with calmness and tranquillity; 
in which I saw the necessity of being emptied of 
ourselves, in order to receive the impressions of Di- 
vine love, by which our course through life may be 
directed in safety. 

1st of 12th month, we were at Newton meeting, 
where I felt much exercise, but was made sensible 
that the fountain of Divine life is inexhaustible, and 
that the streams of Divine goodness are continually 
flowing unto the children of men; so that all may 
■partake of its refreshing influence, if willing to leave 
their hold^ on obstructing things. This heavenly 
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stream when received, gladdens the whole heritage, 
and gathers into one pure feeling, or baptizes into 
its own power, supplying every one according to 
their several wants. To attain this was the object of 
my concern. Next day, attended Burlington month- 
ly meeting, where my mind was gathered under the 
quieting influence of Truth. This state was held up 
to view as a place of safety where no divination nor 
enchantment can prevail against us, — and where the 
mind may receive renewed supplies of refreshment, 
so as to be strengthened and qualified for fulfilling 
all our duties as members of the church. We dined 
at William Ridgway's, and were drawn into near 
and tender feelings of sympathy, under which ex- 
pressions of encouragement were communicated. 

3rd. At Chesterfield monthly meeting, where I 
was concerned to declare that whatever is visible is 
liable to change and decay; and that no permanent 
depen dance can be placed on outward appearances. 
We are often deceived in regard to our external af- 
fairs; and even with respect to religious forms and 
observances. But all these things of an outward 
character must close with time. Death unveils us 
as we are; and then nothing can efiectually avail the 
immortal soul, but regeneration of heart and sancti- 
fication of life. In the meeting for discipline, my 
mind was opened to communicate much tender ad- 
vice and encouragement After dining at Thomas 
ShotwelPs, we had an opportunity of retirement, in 
which tender sympathy and encouragement were 
felt and expressed. 

4th. Attended Springfield hionthly meeting; where 
I was led to show, that though our weakness and 
wants are numerous, they are often produced, and 
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increased by ourselves; and this is because we turn 
away from the power and ability that is placed with- 
in our reach. But by receiving and obeying the 
spirit of Christ, freely offered us/ we may find an 
effectual means for our help and redemption; Here 
also I was much opened in freedom of advice in re- 
gard to the discipline. Next day, we were at Mount 
Holly monthly meeting; where I was subjected to a 
feeling of great weakness, and was engaged to open 
some of the causes of these feelings, with a word of 
encouragement to those who are brought under a 
sense of their own weakness. I had also to speak 
of the dangers attending a weak, but insensible state, 
and was favoured to point out the means of help even 
to such. A sense of Truth arose and prevailed in the 
meeting. In the meeting for discipline, the people 
were directed to review the progress of human and 
religious society; by which it may be seen that 
amidst all the revolutions of time. Truth remains 
unchangeable and immovable; and is able to sup- 
port and give effect to its own testimonies. This 
afternoon we rode to Job Haines's, where we met 
with Samuel Comfort and John Brown from Bucks 
county; and next day attended Evesham monthly 
meeting. Under a sense of the gathering power of 
Truth, I expressed a belief that Divine goodness 
stood ready to begin, carry on, and in due time finish 
a good work in every mind. I was also engaged to 
open the way of receiving good, — the nature of its 
operations, as well as those causes in us which ob- 
struct or promote its blessed work in our minds. In 
the discipline, felt much freedom to direct the atten- 
tion of Friends to examine the ground and /founda- 
tion of things. Obtained liberty to visit the women's 
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meeting, where I found near access to their minds, 
and was engaged to call their attention to a view of 
the blessings conferred on us; and to show that these 
ought not only to excite humility and thankfulness, 
but dispose the mind to make a right use of the gifts 
of a gracious Providence, by giving them a proper 
direction in assisting and relieving those who are in 
straits and difficulties. I felt much peace in my la- 
bours, under a belief that my mind felt the weight 
of the exercise in both meetings. 

On the 7th, we attended Upper Evesham monthly 
meeting; in which I opened a view of the proper 
state of the human mind, as being passive in the re- 
ception of Divine impressions, but active in yielding 
obedience to these impressions when received; that 
thus co-operating with the Divine will, a right direc- 
tion may be given to the mind, so as ultirilately to 
form an upright character. I was also engaged to hold 
up to view, the necessity of guarding against form- 
ing improper habits, and of frequently examining the 
bent and pVogress of our minds, by the light and 
standard of Truth. In both meetings for discipline 
I was also favoured with openness of communication, 
much to the relief of my mind. Next day, being 
first-day, I attended Moorestown meeting; and was 
led to state that God, being the source of all good- 
ness, our minds must be turned to him to receive 
good; — that as to him we owe our being, so it is 
necessary the spring of all our actions, moral and 
religious, should flow from him, so that we might 
know that in him we live, and move, and have our 
being. Dined at Hinchman Haines's, and had a large 
and comfortable meeting at Cropwell in the after- 
noon. The owning influences of Truth seemed to 
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gather the minds of the people into a situation to re- 
ceive its testimony, 

9th, We were at Haddonfield monthly meeting; 
where I was much exercised for the arising of Divine 
life. The people were called to the necessity of 
yielding to the gathering influence and power of the 
gospel. A solemn feeling seemed to spread, and 
under its covering the first meeting closed. I asked 
for and obtained leave to visit the women^s meeting 
for discipline, where I was favoured with free com- 
munication. Dined with Sarah Cresson, and lodged 
at Benjamin Swett^s, who went with us next day to 
William Rogers's at Evesham. 

On fourth-day, the 11th, I attended the Quarterly 
meeting for ministers and elders, at Evesham. Much 
counsel and advice was extended; Truth rose into 
dominion, and its testimonies had free course. Next 
day, the Quarterly meeting for business came on, in 
which my mind reposed in silence. The expression 
of concern rested on Thomas Hawkshurst and Rich- 
ard Jordan. 

13th. Had a meeting at Vincent-town. In the 
midst of weakness, the encouraging promises of the 
gospel were opened,' and free invitation extended to 
all : — closed with comfort and consolation. Next day, 
had a small meeting at the Mount meeting house; yet 
gospel doctrine opened for communication in its sim- 
plicity, and under its tendering influence. Some 
minds seemed afiected and I hope were renewedly 
strengthened. The day following being first-day, 
we were at Mount Holly meeting; in which I was 
humbled under a sense of weakness. But light arose 
and opened several interesting views, which were 
delivered in a weighty and impressive manner, thp* 
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in much simplicity; and a general solemnity of feel- 
ing appeared to cover most of our minds — ^Dined at 
Samuel Carr's, and went thirteen miles to an even- 
ing meeting appointed at Bordentown. It was fa- 
voured, and closed under the owning and satisfying 
influences of Truth. Next day we proceeded home. 

Not long after his return from this visit, James 
Cockburn met with a close trial in the death of his 
wife Isabella. Having no children, and only him- 
self to provide for, it appeared best to dispose of his 
house and farm. He then engaged under Lewis 
Wernwag, as superintendent of the building of a 
bridge over the river Susquehanna, near the mouth 
of Connewingo creek; and was recommended by cer- 
tificate in the 4th mo. 1818, to Nottingham month- 
ly meeting. No account is found among his papers 
of any journey in Truth's service, for about three 
years; and some of his friends were concerned lest 
the duties and confinement connected with his new 
employment should hinder or lessen his religious 
usefulness. It is ))elieved his steady example and 
deportment among the mechanics and workmen had 
a salutary effect; and when released from the care of 
that business, with the approbation of his friends he 
made the following visit 

Notes of a religious visit to the meetings of Friends 
constituting Baltimore Yearly Meeting. 
Oh the 2d of the 6th month, 1821, 1 left home in 
a quiet and tender frame of mind, with that feeling 
which is represented by having neither purse nor 
scrip;— called on Joshua Husband, who had agreed 
to accompany me in the visit so far as way might 
open; and next day, being first-day, we were at the 
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Forrest meeting. I endeavoured to impress on the 
minds of those present the necessity on our part of 
complying with the conditions of the gospel pro- 
mises, in order to receive the Divine blessing in their 
fulfilment Being favoured with free and easy ac- 
cess to the people, I left them in peace. In the after- 
noon, we proceeded to Fawn, and lodged at Richard 
Webb's. 4th. Attended Deer creek monthly meet- 
ing, held at Fawn. It was somewhat dull and exer- 
cising at first, but I obtained relief by endeavouring 
to show that all the requirings of Truth were consis- 
tent with its own nature. Also opened a view of the 
necessity and advantages of yielding obedience to 
these requirings, as manifested in the heart, in order 
that we may progress forward to a situation wherein 
the new commandment comes to be written on the 
table of the heart, to love one another; and thus 
come to witness the perfection of our nature. Was 
also engaged to encourage the youth to faithfulness, 
as the only means of obtaining qualification to sup- 
port the testimonies of Truth. 

On the 5th, we attended Little Falls monthly meet- 
ing; rather dull and heavy; but Truth at length pre- 
vailed, and the causes of heaviness were pointed out 
The power and virtue of Truth were illustrated in 
the gathering and preservation of the society of 
Friends, and sustaining them under sufierings and 
trials. The people were also reipinded that the same 
wisdom, power and goodness remain as ready to help 
and preserve as ever — ^and the youth were directed 
to it as the means of their preservation. Next day, 
we were at Gimpowder monthly meeting; in which 
I was favoured to open to the view of Uie youth, the 
beauty and advantages there were in the Truth; and 
Vol. XL— 25 
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also to point out the means by which this beauty and 
these advantages might be obtained. I was also led 
to caution some of those more advanced in life, not 
to trust in outward appearances, but to press forward 
to the mark of the prize of our high calling in Christ 
Jesus. Obtained entire freedom of mind, and left 
them under those feelings which hupable and tender 
the heart. Dined with Mordecai Matthews, and then 
proceeded seventeen miles to Balt^inore^ where, on 
the day following, we attended a meeting for the 
Eastern district. The concentrated language of my 
mind was, " Train up a child in the way he should 
go, and when he is old he will not depart from it'' 
Opened the nature, and urged the exercise of paren- 
tal, filial ahd social duties, and insisted on these as 
means which Divine Providence will bless for our 
own increase, — the preservation of the youth, and 
for producing successors in the Truth. Was favoured 
with a clear testimony under that humbling influence 
ivhich unites the minds of speaker and hearers in 
tender sympathy. 

On the 8th, attended Baltimore monthly meeting; 
in which I was favoured with a clear, open testimony 
from the declaration, " Obedience is better than sac- 
rifice;" showing that christian obedience is insepara- 
bly connected with christian progress. Its happy 
eflects were illustrated, in the view held up that by 
walking in the path of obedience, the faithful will 
all meet in the same exercise, the same enjoyn\ents, . 
and they will produce the same_good fruits. * Thus 
the path of obediencb leads into oneness of feeling 
and spirit, — gathers out of every thing that would 
retard our spiritual progress, and bringi^ into the har- 
mony and consistency of the Truth. In this way. 
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Zion comes to put on her beautiful garments, be- 
coming the praise of all the earth. 

9th. Had an appointed meeting at Elk Ridge; 
where I found easy access to the minds of the peo- 
ple, and was engaged to open the beauty and advan- 
tages of sincerity and integrity, as applicable to pri<- 
vate feeling, and to our moral and religious character. 
Without sincerity, no progress can be made in re- 
ligious experience; for " as a man thinketh in his 
heart, so he is.'^ After viewing the iron works and 
cotton factory, we went on to Sandy Spring, and 
were at their first-day meeting, which was pretty 
large, but rather laborious. Our responsible situatioB 
was held up to view, and the need of our improving 
every blessing. Faithfulness was pressed home as 
the necessary means of realizing the (advantages of 
Truth. Some relief was obtained and the testimony 
fieemed to be received. Dined with Rogei' Brooke, 
and visited Fair-hill school, belonging to the Yearly 
Meeting. About forty-three children were there; to 
whom free and open counsel was extended in a way 
adapted to their capacities. We had also a select 
opportunity with the superintendent and teachers to 
our encouragement, comfort and strength. 

11th. Had a meeting at Indian Spring, which was 
attended by many of the neighbours. I was con- 
cerned to hold up the necessity of seeking the Lord 
whilst he is to be found, and calling on him while 
he is/iear; and to show the dangers of becoming ne- 
glectful and insensible of good; with pressing con- 
siderations arising from duty and interest, to induce 
our obedience to the voice of Divine requirements. 
I obtained relief of mind, and left them with peace- 
ful Xe^Un^s. X^odged at Jo^n Cowman's, and next 
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day rode forty miles to the Clifis, where we visited 
a number of families, and attended meeting on the 
Idth. Many of other societies being present, my 
mind was opened in encouragement to them, from 
the invitation formerly given, " Look onto me, all 
ye ends of the earth, and be ye saved; for I ani GkxJ, 
and beside me there is no saviour." The people were 
attentive, and seemingly affected with the views held 
up to their consideration. 

On the 16th, had an opportunity in J. Richardson's 
family to much satisfaction.* He freely expressed 
his good will to the principles of Friends; and signi- 
fied his intentions of letting his negroes go free, and 
also of allowing them some compensation for past 
services. We encouraged him in his resolutions, and 
' left him in much tenderness. Went on to Washing- 
ton, and next day were at meeting there; in which I 
was favoured with a feeling of that love which pro- 
duced the concern of visiting my fellow professors; 
and I experienced great openness and freedom in 
communication; showing the necessity of an experi- 
mental progress in the Truth, and of coming forward 
to experience the mind washed- and purified by the 
spirit of Christ; because unless he wash us, we can 
have no part in him. Had a meeting at Alexandria 
in the afternoon. The people were cautioned against 
resting in an easy, complaisant way, in the observ- 
ance of outward forms; and shown the need of com- 
ing to experience a being engrafted into the true vine 
in order to show forth the fruits of righteousness, and 
gain admittance within the gates of the new Jerusa- 
lem. 

18th. Left Alexandria, and travelled forty-five 
miles to Asa Moore's at Waterford. Next day, vis- 
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ited <6ome families, and the day following attended 
their preparative meeting, which was large. I felt 
much opeiyiess in testimony concerning the nature 
lof man, and the proper action of the principles of our 
nature. Encouragement extended to all to hold fasC 
that which is committed to our tcust, that none may 
take our crown. Left them easy and quiet in mind^ 
and went to Goose Creek; lodged at Bernard Tay- 
lor's, where we met with Elizabeth Coggeshall. 

On the 21st, attended Goose Creek preparative 
meeting, which was large. Felt the solemnizing in^ 
ifluence of Divine power to spread over us, and bore 
testimony to its virtue, to thexelief of my own mind. 
JSlizabeth Coggeshall appeared in a testimony of teui- 
der encouragement to an exercised remnant; and 
Truth seemed to gain the ascendency with the peor 
pie. In the afternoon, we had an appointed meeting 
at South Fork, which was large and mostly made up 
x)f other societies. Found free access to their mindfl^ 
and called their attention to the declaration of Jesui 
Christ that " man shall not live by bread alone, but 
hy every word which proceedeth out of the mouth 
^f God." Adverted to the proper nature of man, as 
lie was created^ and showed the necessity of partake 
jing of the Divine wisdom, power and goodness to 
enable us to answer the intention of our creation, and 
ito qualify us for the exercise of piety, virtue and the 
enjoyment of good. I obtained entire relief of mind^ 
and a general feeling of satiiBfactien seemed to pror 
^vail. 'Next day proceeded oner the Blue Ridge, an4 
vficoflsed Shenandoah river to Winchester. Lodged 
flft "Samuel Brown^a,; and t&e da|r&Uowii^ travelMl 
iirenty-'five m.i|ie0lo DiUen^s S«%*«<hec3e .we.ita^H 
at £i(^ard fl^ctrge'di. 
:«* 
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24th. Being first-day, we were at their meeting, 
called Dillon's Run. The house was filled, and free 
counsel and encouragement extended; — ^I endeavour- 
ed also to impress their minds with feelings of con- 
fidence in Divine protection and blessing; showing 
that none are excluded from the one, nor deprived 
of the other, except those who wilfully witiidraw 
from the one, or refuse the other; — and that every 
situation in which we are placed by the providence 
of God, will be blessed, if we are faithful on our part. 
Left them with tender desires for their preservation 
and improvement, and returned eighteen miles to 
Back Creek, where we had an appointed meeting 
nekt day. Many of other societies were present, and 
it was rather laborious and dull: but through per- 
severing patience, at length freedom and clearness 
was obtained, and I was enabled to open seyeral states 
and conditions:— causes of general weakness and de- 
clension were shown, and the means of help explain- 
ed;— encouragement was extended to all to persevere 
in well-doing, so that weakness may be overcome, 
and ability received to resist evil, to the overcoming 
of the weaknesses and infirmities of our nature, so as 
to be brought into the enjoyment of good. Dined at 
Stephen Taylor's, and went on to the Ridge where 
we had a meeting on the 26th, to which came Eliza- 
beth Coggeshall and Ann Shipley. I was concerned 
to open to view the progress of good and evil in the 
human mind, and the consequences of both, together 
with the necessity of faithfulness and stability of 
mind in order to advance in goodness. Elizabeth ap- 
peared in supplication at the close of the meeting. 

27th. Had the company of E. Coggeshall and A. 
Shipley at Winchester meeting, which proved a time 
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bf fkvour, and of renewed visitation to some minds. 
Testimony was borne to the goodness of God; and 
a free invitation extended to all to yield unfeigned 
obedience to the tendering impressions of Divine 
love. Ann Shipley closing the meeting with sup- 
plication, our minds were drawn into nearness of uni- 
ty one with another. Next day attended Hopewell 
preparative meeting which was large, but unsettled, 
by reason of many looking out for words from the 
preachers. They were cautioned against looking to 
or depending on man, and showed the nature of spi- 
ritual worship, and the benefits and consequences re- 
sulting from it E. Coggeshall followed in the same 
exercisp, and -was much favoured to declare Truth's 
testimony among the people, warning slave-holders 
against robbing the oppressed of their wages, and 
spending their labour in vanities. A general solem- 
nity prevailed, and good impressions seemed to be 
made on the minds of the people. After meeting, 
we parrted with E. Coggeshall and her company in 
much tenderness and good will on both sides; having 
been together at four ^meetings. Parted also with our 
Winchester friends who had shown us great kind- 
ness, and went on four miles to Thomas Wright's 
to dine. Thence with Abraham Branson for a guide 
we went on to Anthony Lee's that afternoon. The 
day following, had k meeting at Middle Creek, which 
Was favoured with the solemnizing, strengthening 
and edifying influence of Truth. Much encourage- 
ment was extended to the exercised remnant there, 
and the minds of Friends seemed much united in 
tender, consplating feelings. Left them in quietness 
and peace of mind. 30th. Had an appointed meeting 
at Berkeley, which was heavy and laborious; but I 
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was favoured to obtain clearness of mind, in a testi- 
mony that was close yet encouraging. Thence, cross- 
ing the Potowmac at Harper's ferry, we lodged at a 
tavern. 

Berkeley meeting W2» the last in Fairfax Quarter, 
which reaches over a great extent of fine <50untry. 
The land, water and air, being generally good, the 
people look healthy. But many of the meetings ap- 
pear weak and languishing; yet a concerned remnant . 
are scattered up and down, and these were often ten- 
derly encouraged; the lukewarm and worldly-mind- 
ed were pleaded with in lo^e and good will, and all 
were incited to faithfulness, that they might become 
lively in their spirits and answer the design of Divine 
•goodness. 

On the 1st of the 7th month, we reached New 
Market, and attended meeting at Bush Creek. It 
was large, being first-day, and an open time for la- 
bour. I was led to speak of the necessity of exer- 
cising those means whereby we may become pure in 
heart: for " blessed are the pure in heart; for they 
«hall see God.'* Without walking in the light that 
'Cometh from God, we cannot serve him acceptably^ 
nor receive from time 4.0 time his especial blessing. 
Those who walk in the darkness of their natural wills 
cannot see God in the light of his grace, but stumble 
.in errors which lead to death. The youth were ten- 
derly exhorted to seek the Lord while he is near, 
ithat their stei>s may become ordered of hixn, to their 
>own preservation and everlasting comfort Dined at 
William Coale's; then rodifc sixteen miles to Kob^l 
Hatton's at Pipe Creek. Next day had an appoinied 
meeting at Pipe Creek, wtbdek w£» :small Jon aecount 
lof ihe xaia: but J found openness jto hsax jxtas&snois^ 
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for Truth, on the importance of our minds taking a 
right direction und^r the influence of religious prin- 
ciple ;-^seeking the kingdom of heaven and the righ- 
teousness thereof^ that all other things may be add- 
ed in a way the Lord will bless. On the 3d, we rode 
forty miles to Baltimore, and next day reached home; 
having travelled by computation about five hundred 
and fifty miles, with satisfaction and peace. 

After remaining at home a few weeks, I set out 
on the 8th of the 8th month, in company with James 
Jackson, to finish the visit to Warrington Quarter. 
Reached York that evening, having * travelled forty 
miles; and next day attended Warrington meeting, 
which was small, no notice having been previously 
given. In a feeling of tender sympathy with a weak 
state of society, I was led to open the causes of de- 
clension, weakness and spiritual insensibility; show- 
ing that they originate with ourselves, and increase 
against us by our yielding to t,he spirit of the world 
and living at ease, though in the exercise of outward 
form. The quickening influence of the spirit of Christ, 
as the means of our help, was shown to be necessary, 
in order that we may dedicate our all to the Lord's 
service. " Let others do as they will, but as for me 
and my house we will serve the Lord.'' Encou- 
ragement flowed freely to the Friends present, to 
press forward to the attainment. of this experience, 
that they may become the means of introducing a re- 
vival of pure religion. 

10th. Attended Newberry meeting by appoint- 
ment It was large, and many appeared thoughtful. 
Next day had a pretty large meeting at Huntington, 
and felt sympathy and good-will toward the people — 
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this was expressed in much simplicity, and I was fa- 
voured to open several states and conditions, apply- 
ing gospel doctrines thereunto, in much freedom and 
openness. Truth seemed to prevail, and general sat- 
isfSauition to he felt The spirits of some seemed to 
be diaken and judged by the evidence of Truth, and 
I left them with peace of mind. On the 12th, being 
first-day, we were at Monallen meeting; and had 
open communication on the importance of improving 
the means of Divine grace, that we may experience 
an increase, and come to partake of the fruits of righ- 
teousness, peace, and joy in the holy Spirit 

13th. We went on by Shippensburg, Chambers- 
burg and McConnePs-town, upwards of eighty miles, 
to Bedford; and thence twelve miles to Dunning's 
Creek monthly meeting; which was an open, satis- 
factory time. The doctrines of Truth appeared to 
have free course, and Friends were much encouraged 
in the love of the gospel. On the ISth, we travelled 
JOB through Newry, Nice's Valley and Sinking Val- 
ley to James Wilson's in Half-moon Valley, Centre 
county, being about seventy miles from Dunning's 
Creek. 18th. Attended Centre monthly meeting 
composed mostly of young people, and hid a free, 
open time among them, to their encouragement and 
the relief and comfort of my mind. Lodged at 
Thomas Moore's; and next day proceeded on eigh- 
teen miles to Bald Eagle meeting at two o'clock. 
Many of the inhabitants attended, and the doctrines 
of Truth were opened to them. I felt tender sym- 
pathy towards ' them, and affectionately bade them 
farewell. Lodged at John Irwin's; and on the 20th 
returned to Thomas Moore's where I had left James 
Jackson unwell. 2 1st We proceeded through val- 
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leys and oyer mountains on our way homewards. 
Reached Thomas McMillin^s at Warrington on the 
23rdy and next day James Jackson felt most easy to 
return home. 25th. I attended the Quarterly meet- 
ing of ministers and elders, for .Warrington Quarter, 
and was opened to hold up the nature and qualifica- 
tions of gospel ministry. In these respects, love is 
the fulfilling of the whole law. Divine love is the 
proper element for minds dedicated to the promotion 
of Truth. Touched these subjects in a tender, feel- 
ing manner, and found peace; — directing all, minis- 
ters and elders, to keep near the living stream of 
gospel love and life, that the flock may be led to 
the true place of refreshment 

26th. Attended Warrington meeting, which was 
large. After a time of deep travail, I felt an opening 
to direct their attention to the nature of gospel pro- 
mises, and how to attain their fulfilment to our sev- 
eral states and conditions. In proceeding, I found 
openness and clearness, and obtained peace of mind. 
Next day, attended Warrington Quarterly meeting, 
which was large, orderly and comfortable. I was 
concerned to recommend a close attention to the ex- 
ercise of spiritual worship, as the alone medium by 
which an increase of strength can be obtained, and a 
revival of life experienced. Parted with * many 
Friends in much love and tenderness, and lodged at 
Joseph Griest's. In company with Jonatlian Jessop, 
I then came on to York, and was at their meeting on 
first-day, the 29th. Was favoured with the tender- 
ing influence of gospel love, and in the extendings 
thereof much encouragement and consolation attend- 
ed my mind, closing my labours in this visit with 
peace. , 
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In the jrear IS22 James Cockburn returned from 
Maryland, and engaged in the weaving business in 
Philadelphia. Ho was recommended by certificate 
from Nottingham to Philadelphia monthly meeting 
for the Western district In this city his residence 
continued to the close of his days, and he was con- 
cerr\ed in the manufacturing business. 

On the 22nd of the 10th month, 1823, with quiet 
and retired feelings, I left home in order to attend 
Baltimore Yearly Meeting. After travelling by 
way of Fallowfield, Little Bri^in and Gunpowder, 
I reached Baltimore in the evening of the 24th, 
having been much engaged during the journey, in 
reflecting on the nature of intellectual life, and ab- 
sorbed in movings of humbling and tender feelings. 
On seventh-day, the 25th, attended the splect Yearly 
Meeting, in which, after a time of strengthening and 
cementing silence, several appropriate communica- 
tions were delivered, adapted to the nature of select 
meetings. Next day, attended the Eastern meeting 
in the morning, and was made renewedly thankful 
in feeling the Divine invitation extended to a large 
congregation; — was also engaged to direct their at- 
tention to the Divine call, " Come unto me, all ye 
that are weary and heavy laden, and ye will find 
rest to your souls ;"-^ndeavouring to 'show that we 
must obey the Divine call by coming unto Christ in 
our feelings and minds, and that we must walk with 
him in the path of obedience, in order to partake of 
salvation from sin, and enter into the full enjoyment 
of gospel benefits. In the afternoon J attended the 
same meeting, where came. Stephen Grellette and J. 
Hubbard. Stephen was engaged to show the nature 



d by Google 



MSMOIBS OP JAMES COCKBURN. 301 

and effects of gospel love on the christian mind, and 
tenderly encouraged all to press after its attainment 

27th. The Yearly Meeting met at ten o'clock, and 
was considered large. After the epistles from other 
Yearly Meetings were read, Edward Stabler opened 
a view which had occurred to his mind, in relation 
to the epistolary correspondence with other Yearly 
Meetings. The usual mode of appointing commit- 
tees to draw essays pf epistles, appeared to him to 
have .settled in formality and often produced much 
heaviness and flatness; — while extracts from^the 
general exercises of the Yearly Meeting were often 
lively and impressi«re; and he thought such extracts 
with some preface and connexion, might usefully 
supply the place of essayed epistles to other Yearly 
Meetings, as being calculated^ to convey to distant 
brethren a more lively representation of the real state 
of the Meeting. The proposal being rather new to 
most Friends, was discussed in a free and candid 
manner, but at length it was concluded to continue 
in the usual practice, at present. I dined at Isaac 
McPherson's, in company with John Livingston, a 
native of the same county in Scotland with myself. 
The relaxation of innoqent conversatiom was pleasant 
and agreeable. 

In the afternoon sitting, much time was taken up 
with seven different appeals — ^after which the min- 
utes and certificates of Friends from other Yearly 
Meetings were read. Next morning the select meet- 
ing had another sitting at eight o'clock. After free 
communication of weighty counsel, the clerk pro- 
duced and read a minute expressive of the exercise 
and concern of this Meeting respecting its several 
branches, stating that the true cause of weakness 
Vol. XL— 26 
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among this part of society, appeared to be a slack-> 
ness or want of adhering to the Divine gift; and suf- 
fering the mind to be drawn under the disqualifying 
mixtures of the world. A diligent attention to, and 
dose indwelling with the gift was earnestly recom- 
mended; and a copy of the minute directed to be sent 
to the Quarterly and preparative select meetings. 

The Yearly Meeting was this day engaged in the 
consideration of the state of society by reading and 
answering the Queries. Many remarks were made, 
and much counsel was extended in a lively manner 
and with much feeling. On such occasions, it is im- 
portant to exercise our liberty in the Truth with 
charity, under that restraining influence which pre- 
vents the mind from falling under the direction and 
effects of creaturely affection. 

On the 29th, the clerk produced and read a min- 
ute, embracing a condensed view of the exercises of 
the meeting respecting the state of' society: which, 
was referred to a committee to become the subject of 
an epistle to the Quarterly and monthly meetings 
constituting the Yearl}^ Meeting. In this minute^ 
the cause of many deficiencies was traced to a want 
of that pure christian love, which purifies the hearty 
and prepares it for the proper discharge of every 
duty, leading and preserving in that path which the 
Lord will bless. 

30th. I attended the Western meeting for worship 
in the morning: the public communication in which 
fell on S. Grellette, exhibiting a general view of the 
gospel dispensation, both in regard to outward mani- 
festation and inward operation. In the afternoon 
and next day, the remaining business of the Yearly 
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Meeting was transacted in harmony and brotherly 
condescension, and the meeting closed. 

In the 5th mpnth; 1825, James Cockburn again 
entered into the married state with- Rebecca Jobson, 
a daughter of Joseph Budd and widow of Charles 
Jobson of Philadelphia. 

1827. Having passed through some trying circum* 
stances in relation to the state of our religious society, 
I regret my not having kept a record of particular 
occurrences as they took place, which might have 
been useful to myself and others. 

10th mo. 13th. I attended the committee of forty 
Friends, appointed by the general conference held 
in the 6th month last, to sympathize with and assist 
Friends in the several meetings throughout the Year- 
ly Meeting. On sitting down with members from 
different parts of our Yearly Meeting, my mind was 
humbled and drawn into tender sympathy with the 
seed of life in a wrestling remnant who have travail- 
ed for the arising of Truth into power and dominion. 
Under this exercise, I was brought to recollect and 
mention the example of Jesus Christ previous to the 
fulfilment of the work given him to do. He retired 
whole nights apart into private places to pray; evi- 
dently showing the necessity of his followers fre- 
quently retiring into the Divine gift, and waiting for 
renewed qualification to be rightly exercised in every 
service. 

On the 14th, I attended our meeting held in Car- 
penters' Court, where a number of country Friends 
attended, and divers testimonies were livingly borne 
to the operative influence of the light of Truth, as 
always held by us as a people. It was a strengthen- 
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ingand encouraging time, thus to meet with many of 
our former country Friends in loye and near unity 
of spirit 

15th. About the t^nth hour the Yearly Meeting 
assembled; men Friends in a large temporary wood- 
en building erected for the purpose near Green and 
Fourth streets, and women Friends in Green street 
meeting-house. It was estimated that near two thou- 
>3and men Friends were present, and about as many 
women. A sensible solemnity and tender feeling were 
witnessed, and the meeting appeared to he owned 
throughout by the Head of the church. 

At our monthly meeting in the 11th month, 1827, 
I opened a concern which had been growing in my 
mind, to pay a religious visit to the families of 
Friends within the limits of the Valley preparative 
meeting. This was united with by the monthly 
meeting, and I furnished with a minute to proceed in 
the concern as way might open. 

On the 11th of 12th month, I attended Radnor 
monthly meeting, which was a solid and comfortable 
time; the spirit of the gospel prevailing in love and 
good-will to men. Submitted my prospect of visit- 
ing the families of the Valley preparative meeting, 
which was united with, and Stephen Stephens ap- 
pointed to accompany me. Next day, feeling the 
superintending care of Divine Providence to be a 
ground of comfort and consolation, we entered on 
the visit At R. W's, the stability of Truth was ad- 
verted to. Heaven and earth may pass away, but 
the word of the Lord endureth forever. In the fami- 
ly of J. S. it was held up to view that the help of the 
Lord is near his people, to soften the }tBart aod regu* 
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late the disposition. At J. W's. Faithfulness in the 
Lord's work is necessary for our preservation and 
adyancement in the way of Truth. S. S. jun's. A 
right preparation of heart is of the Lord. R. W*s, 
Obedience to Truth manifested in the heart, and ex- 
hibited in life and conduct, is the way to peace and 
happiness. J. R's. Those who are endeavouring to 
comprehend all things in the natural understanding, 
may be always learning, but never able to come to 
the knowledge of the Truth. 

X3th. Visited W. C. and felt an impressive lan- 
guage, encouraging to faithfulness and perseverance — . 
suffering the mind to he weaned from the fashions of 
this world which passeth away. At J. R's. The true 
enjoyment of our nature consists in the proper illus- 
tration of all our character as reasonable beings. Pro- 
ceeded to Philadelphia, and next day attended the 
meeting of the general committee at Green street 
meeting-house. Received the reports of the sub- 
committees respecting their attending several meet- 
ings in New Jersey, which were satisfactory. Several 
subjects were opened for the consideration of the com- 
mittee, rn relation to the genera] and particular state 
of society. After a free interchange of sentiment, it 
Bppe^Sred best to exercise our endeavours to promote 
our peaceable testimonies. 

15th. Returned to resume the family visit at the 
Valley, and had an encouraging season in the family 
of W. C. Next day attended Charlestown meeting^ 
which was heavy and laborious; but Truth assisting, 
I was strengthened to clear my mind. Visited four 
families, and the day following, nine others; thus 
continuing to the 23rd of 12th month, and having 
visited thirty-eight more, I atten(}ed the Valley me^t^ 
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ing, tnd was favoured to clear my mind among 
Friends collectively; accompanied witli tender de- 
sires for their encouragement and weI£Bure. Feeling 
myself released from the concern, I returned home 
in the evening, and found all welL My principal 
concern in this visit was to encourage and strengthen 
the minds of Friends, after a time of shaking, to 
cleave to the ancient Foundation which never can ba 
removed. The openness and cordiality with which 
Friends mingled with my concern, was encouraging 
and cpmforting, and I felt glad in having stood re- 
signed to the service. 

Ptsit to the Quarterly and monthly meetings. 

The 27th of the 4th month, 1829, with the concur- 
rence of our monthly meeting, I left home in com- 
pany with my wife to visit the Quarterly and month- 
ly-meetings constituting the Yearly Meeting of 
Friends held in Philadelphia. Attended Abin^n 
monthly meeting, which was a tendering and satis- 
factory time, and Friends were encouraged. Next 
day we were at Byberry monthly meeting; wherein 
the nature of true charity was exhibited, and its gen- 
eral influences were felt The day following^ we at- 
tended Horsham monthly meeting, which was large 
and many of Truth's testimonies were revived. — 
Edward Hicks was there^ and Friends were much 
encouraged. On the 30th, we were at Gwynedd, 
which was much larger than I expected; many young 
people having grown up since I was a member here, 
who appeared to feel an interest in the. concerns of 
society. We returned home in the evening^ 

5th ma 4th. Attended the Quarterly meeting , of 
ministers ^and elders in Philadelphia, which wfia 
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Strengthening and comfortable. Next day, was at the 
general Quarter, held at Cherry street meeting-house; 
and the day following, attended Abington select 
Quarterly meeting held at Horsham: it was reviv- 
ing and strengthening. Lodged at Jacob Kirk's, a 
friend in the ninety-third year of his age, who ap- 
peared to retain his faculties, and was very conver- 
sable. Next day the general Quarterly meeting was 
large and satisfactory. 

On the 11th, attended the select Quarter at Wil- 
mington; it was particularly refreshing and strength- 
ening to Friends. Lodged at William Poole's, and 
were at the general Quarter next day ; — a large meet- 
ing and satisfactory. Thepce to Cain Quarterly meet- 
ing; where Friends were drawn near to one anoliier 
in the feeling unity of Truth, and encouragement was 
administered. Mary Lukens, Margaret Hayes and 
others were in attendance. Next day we reached 
home; and on the 17th again set out and were at 
Chester meeting on first-day, where we met with 
Edward Hicks and had a large, satisfactory opportu- 
nity. Next day, attended the Quarterly meeting of 
ministers and elders at London Grove, and that for 
discipline the day following; they were comfortable 
encouraging seasons, — Friends appearing to be quiet- 
ly settled in the accustomed relations of society. — 
After this large and favoured meeting, we returned 
home to our monthly meeting in the city, which af- 
forded satisfaction. 

24th. We took Moorestown meeting on our way 
to attend Burlington Quarterly meeting held at Cross- 
wicks, the two following days; which were encou- 
raging and strengthening opportunities, manifesting 
the careiand zeal of .Friends for supporting the order 
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and testimonies of Truth. We returned with Stephen 
Comfort to his house opposite Trenton, where w^ 
^ lodged ; and thence proceeded to attend Bucks Quar- 
terly meeting held at Buckingham. It was large, 
and though the weather was warm, it prbved an oj>- 
portunity of renewed refreshment and ended well. 
Jacob Ritter and Samuel Livezey, with divers other 
concerned Friends, also attended, and had good ser- 
vice. 

We again left home on the 31st and were at West- 
field meeting: next day attended Burlington month- 
ly meeting held at Ancocas, which continued late. 
Thence to Chesterfield, Upper Springfield and Mount 
Holly monthly meetings. Some of these were com- 
forting and encouraging; Truth's testimony rising 
over the weakness and infirmities of men. 

6th mo. 10th. Attended Haddonfield Quarterly 
meeting for ministers and elders, where Friends 
were baptized into a sense of their weakness and fee- 
bleness as creatures often yielding to weakening 
causes; and in the renewings of heavenly virtue, en- 
couragement and strength were experienced to speak 
comfortably one to another. The meeting for disci- 
pline next day was also satisfactory. 

28th. Set out, and attended the monthly meetings 
of Chester held at Providence, Darby, Willistown, 
Concord and Wilmington. In some of these meet- 
ings testimony was borne to the unchangeable nature 
of Truth, — tenderness was felt, and condescension 
was manifested in transacting the concerns of society. 
We were next at Bradford monthly meeting, where 
the testimony of Truth flowfed freely, tending to en- 
couragement and faithfulness in the exercise of the 
Pivine gifts conferred^ Thence to Birminghau^ 
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monthly meeting held at Westchester, which was 
small, and much solicitude was felt for their encou- 
ragement, so as to experience a growth in the Truth. 
Thence we returned home. 

7th mo. 3 1st Had an open and satisfactory time 
at Richland monthly meeting, in Bucks county. — 
Next day, was at their select preparative meeting, 
which was encouraging. On first-day, 8th mo. 2nd, 
attended Plumstead meeting which was large and 
satisfactory. In the week following, we were at the 
monthly meetings in Bucks Quarter: in some of 
which Truth's testimony had free course, and the 
spiritual ministration of the gospel dispensation was 
freely illustrated. On our way home from the Falls, 
we attended Frankford meeting to satisfaction. 

Again we left homeon the 12th of the 8th month 
to attend Salem Quarterly meeting, which was large . 
and very s^isfactory. In the early part of the 9th 
month, attended the monthly meetings of Centre, 
Kennet, London Grove, New Garden and Fallow- 
field; some of which were large and satisfactory, and 
the testimonies of Truth flowed freely. In the 10th 
month we were at Evesham monthly meeting, where 
comfort and encouragement were felt among Friends. 

In the II th month, attended the Quarterly meet- 
ing held at Shrewsbury. Though comparatively 
small, the meeting was comfortable, and encourage- 
ment was extended to the humble, dependant, chris- 
tian traveller. Friends appeared to conduct their 
business with propriety and in regular order. The 
public meeting next day was larger, and was a solid, 
satisfactory season. Some of the members of this 
Quarter live at the distance of ninety miles. 

On the 11th of 5th month, 1830, 1 attended Had- 



d by Google 



310 MEMOIRS OF JAMES COCXBITRK. 

donfield monthly meeting, where encouraging lan- 
guage was held forth to the comfort of Friends. 

22nd. Left home in order to attend the Southern 
Quarterly meeting at Easton in Maryland; took 
Wilmington meeting on the way, and reached the 
meeting of ministers and elders on third-day, where 
I met with John Comly and Halliday Jackson. — 
Though the meeting was small, it was a time of deep 
and tender sympathy, and Friends were encouraged 
to faithful perseverance as the means of strength. — 
The meeting for business next day was a cementing 
and refreshing season. In the public meeting the 
day following, gospel doctrine was opened, with free 
invitation to all to enter into and occupy the im- 
provement of their own gifts. Took Chester meet- 
ing on my way home, and it was a satisfactory op- 
portunity in which the testimonies of Truth were 
revived. In the 6th month, I visited the monthly 
meetings composing the Southern Quarter. Some of 
these meetings appeared weak, but I was encouraged 
in the prospect that a remnant would be preserved 
under a concern and care for the cause of Truth. 

About the beginning of the 7th month, I received 
a note from my former friend Thomab Fleming of 
Edinburg — to which I wrote in reply as follows: ' 

Philadelphia, 1th mo, 5th, 1830. 
Dear friend, — This day being appropriated by our 
city generally to celebrate what is called the nation- 
al independence (yesterday the 4th being first-day) 
I recur in tranquil retirement to tender recollections 
of my native country, and homologate juvenile feel- 
ings and sensibilities with thee as a particular asso- 
ciate and friend. Thy memory must ever stand OQn^ 
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nected with my recollections of Scotland: — I forget 
not my youthful associates. It would afibrd me 
great satisfaction again to have opportunity of ex- 
changing feelings and sentiments with them. I much 
regret that a correspondence is not more punctually 
maintained between us. I have not heard from thee 
for seven years past> nor have I known where or 
how to address thee. 

I remain in the same business, in Chesnut street 
west of Broad street. It is cause of gratitude to be 
able to acknowledge the enjoyment of a reasonable 
degree of health and comfort I feel the approach of 
age, but remain active as ever, although with a di- 
minution of strength. My mind is perhaps as vig- 
orous as ever it was, though less dogmatic in its de- 
cisions. If the imaginative powers are less keen^ 
the understanding is perhaps more discriminating, 
and the judgment more firmly established. If I am 
less sanguine than formerly, I am perhaps more set- 
tled in perseverance. If anticipation and hope flag, 
fortitude is better established, and I trust»will accom- 
pany me down the stream of time, in the bosom of 
resignation to the operation of those laws applica- 
ble to our mode of being. 

In regard to the manufacturing business in which 
I am still engaged, I have had to partake of the gen- 
eral difficulties connected with it I made some 
money, but have lost the greater part of it, and never 
expect to accumulate much property. I rejoice that 
I have been able to sustain the very heavy depression 
of business without injuring my good name or credit 
I have met all demands, and proceed in a cautious 
way. My family expenses are limited to about five 
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hundred dollm a year, which aflRntl in a jdun wmy 
all that IB neceaaary. 

Appearances on the hce of the social community 
would indicate a considerable advancement in moral 
attainments. Charity should induce a belief in the 
reality of the appearances: but a nearer view and an 
experimental analysis will convince that ^^ it is not 
all gold that glitters." I apprehend appearances may 
beassumed, where the substaace is wanting; and that 
fashion may give the tone in promoting the exhibi- 
tion of moral and religious institutions, which are 
capable of being converted into aliment for nursing 
that superstitious and implicit confidence, in the minds 
of the inexperienced, which in every age has become 
a foundation on which the despotism of church and 
state has reared itself. We have .societies and asso- 
ciations of almost every description, instituted for the 
most specious purposes, and absorbing the public at- 
tention: while theologians are unremittingly endea- 
vouring to promote by a concentration of all their 
energies, the incorporation of church and state. On 
this subject, as the friend of man, my mind is particu- 
larly sensitive; perhaps disposing to a jealous observ- 
ance of the growing influence of clerical ascendency. 

On the subject of natural and religious rights, I 
shall leave an unequivocal testimony behind me, in 
a treatise entitled *< A Review of the general and par- 
ticular causes which have produced the late disorders 
and divisions in the Yearly Meeting of Friends held 
in Philadelphia." This work contains 281 pages, 
and cost me nearly eight hundred dollars for three 
thousand copies; many of which have been sent into 
the limits of the different Yearly Meetings on this 
continent, and some of them have gone to England. 
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I should like thee to have a copy of this work if I 
knew how to send it. Thou wilt there see the prin- 
ciples stated which I apprehended in early life, and 
I have been pursuing their recognition and develop- 
ment to the present time. I still consider myself as 
an observer, and inquirer after Truth. Should health 
and opportunity admit, I would like more fully to 
digest the perceptions and views of my mind, so as to 
leave them for the attention and consideration of my 
fellow-travellers through time. I feel my days pass- 
ing away, and earnestly wish to dedicate the remain- 
der in promoting the best interests of the human 
mind. The unfolding of our intellectual vision, 
under the perceptions of Truth, forms one great ob- 
ject of our being, and ought to be a primary con- 
cern of all to aid and assist each other therein. 

I remain, dear friend, affectionately thy well- 
wisher, James Cockburn. 

On the 12th of the 8th month, I attended Radnor 
monthly meeting; and a few weeks after, was at their 
first-day meeting on my way to attend Uwchlan 
monthly meeting. I was also at Sadsbury monthly 
meeting, which was large, and it was very satisfac- 
tory to see Friends so comfortably settled in main- 
taining the order of society. 

9th mo. 10th. Left home and proceeded to Samuel 
Livezey^s at Plymouth, where we lodged. The re- 
collection of past feelings proved a source of present 
enjoyment, in the interchange of those sympathies 
so cordial to the sincere heart Next day went on 
to Exeter, and thence winded our way among the 
Oley hills to Maiden Creek hieeting, where we had 
a comfortable and strengthening opportunity to the 
Vol. XI.— 27 
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encouragement of Friends. Thence by way of Potts- 
ville ta Roaring Creek Valley, where we attended a 
small monthly meeting and had an exercising time; 
but by patient waiting some relief was obtained, and 
a tender feeling accompanied us to the close, which 
was grateful in a low state of society. Thence we 
travelled by way of Berwick, Wilkesbarre and Wy- 
oming Valley, to Friendsville meeting in Susquehan- 
na county, where we had a tender and strengthening 
season, to the comfort and consolation of Friends. — 
After visiting several families in the neighbourhood, 
we returned to Pottsville and had a meeting which 
was characterized by great stillness and decorum, and 
some interesting views were introduced to their con- 
sideration. Thence, taking Maiden Creek monthly 
meeting on our way, we reached home the 1st of 10th 
month, having been out on this journey three weeks, 
and travelled about five hundred miles. 

In the 6th month, 1831, I visited the monthly 
meetings constituting Salem Quarter, and in the 9th 
month following, those of Shrewsbury and Rahway 
Quarter. These were mostly small, and claimed my 
near sympathy with Friends, scattered over a con- 
siderable extent of country. ^ 

The following essay of a letter, found among 
James Cockburn's papers, is without an address. 

PhOadelphia, 3rd mo. lOth, 1834. 

Very jdear friend, — Having been for several weeks 
confined by intermitting fever, my bodily powers are 
subjected to great debility; but my mind remains in 
vigour, quiet and tranquil. In the recollection of 
times that are past, thou art often brought near to my 
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feelings as one who took an early interest in my wel- 
fare, and as one who has deeply participated in the 
tribulations incident to our passage through time. 

Thou knowest many years of my life were spent 
under the influence of a solitary and settled gloom. 
My present purpose is a little to analyze the condi- 
tions I have passed through, if peradventure it may 
be corroborated by thy experience, and rendered use- 
ful to our fellow pilgrims, or to those who may fol- 
low in the ^ame path. 

The organization of human nature certainly rests 
upon permanent and immutable laws, wisely adapted 
to our physical, moral and intellectual being. The 
recognition and observance of these laws, on the part 
of man, must constitute his conservative wisdom, and 
prove the surest basis of future comfort and enjoy- 
ment. Proper attention to his bodily constitution 
will greatly tend to preserve health, and increase 
muscular strength. The realization of equity and 
justice, in doing to others as he would they should 
do to him, invigorates the moral feculty, and disposes 
to a healthy tone of mental feeling, productive of vir- 
* tuous action. By frequent retirement of mind and 
abstraction of spirit, the intellectual powers being 
unobstructed will freely imbibe the reception of good 
from, its native Fountain. And thus, by revolving 
in the light and heat of the Sun of his system, man 
might fulfil his high destination in the discharge of 
his varied duties, and in an increasing qualification for 
devotional enjoyment in worshipping his Creator. 

The above is a short outline of what I conceive to 
be the pristine position of man on the scale of being. 
The consideration of his actual condition seems to 
confirm the view I have taken. The complicated 
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nam of affliction and diatreasiy which, ander the agen- 
cy of man, haa ndled as a torrent over the abodes of 
human life, stands in my view as all resolvable into 
the misapplication of the primary laws of his nature. 
Embraced in the fundamental laws constituting 
humanity, the liberty of choice stands pre-eminent. 
Power of discriminating, judging and deciding, dis- 
tinguishes the rational nature of man; the liberty of 
choosing, willing auad acting, renders him a responsi- 
ble agent Thus constituted, according to the nature 
of his being, man possesses the power of misapplying 
the greatest good committed to him, and thus con- 
verting it into an eviL Moral evil results from tiie 
reversion of the moral law, inherently written in the 
being of nutn: it seems, therefore, a contingent effect 
of causes, unwisely and improperly directed. From 
this view, moral evil does not seem to have any sepa- 
rate or essential existence in itselfl Being merely the 
effect of causes good in themselves, but illegitimately 
applied, it possesses no local habitation nor essential 
power of agency by virtue of any fixed principle. The 
origin and spread of moral evil appears, therefore, . 
to be dependant on human agency. Man's evil is 
generated within himself, and he may certainly over- 
come it with good, by recurring to the primary laws 
of his nature, which stand as a medium of access to 
the fountain of Divine Good. Evil being the reverse 
of good, can only be overcome by it. Balancing, or 
correcting evil with evil, only multiplies it: but over- 
coming it with good extinguishes it Ought not this 
view to become the basis of all legislation, and civil 
jurisprudence? Alas! how little has been done to 
prevent crime! What enormities have been perpe* 
trated to punish it! 
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But altho' the general systems of men are found- 
ed in error, and become consolidated by selfish in- 
terest in connexion with ignorant .popular feeling 
and assumed power; — although the general body of 
human beings are subjected to great privations and 
much circumstantial distress; — yet the stream of Di- 
vine good, in its operation, is constantly cancelling 
the effect of evil, by secretly moving in every heart, 
softening its asperities, drawing it to contrition of 
feeling, and raising the devotional powers through 
the various symbols of external worship, towards a 
state of resignation and hope in the one Supreme 
Good. This view reconciles me to my species — I 
feel every man as a brother, a partaker of the same 
privileges, and all through their different symbols of 
external worship centring toward the same enjoy- 
ment of immutable and everlasting goodness. 

After the remarks made, I need not dwell long on 
my former conditions of life, wherein " melancholy 
seemed to mark me for her own." My gloom and 
despondency probably arose from physical infirmity, 
moral defect, or intellectual weakness. By physical 
infirmity, I mean that nervous depression which ope- 
rates as a distorted medium for the excitation of un- 
real apprehension and groundless fears. By moral 
defect, I allude to the want of sufficient fortitude, firm- 
ness and decision, to sustain the reversal of circum- 
stantial affairs: and by intellectual weakness, I refer 
to the habit of implicitly receiving unexamined dog- 
mas, and yielding to their influence in connexion 
with traditional, superstitious practices. These com- 
bined,' or some of them, wove a web which long held 
my mind in bondage. Every approach to the true 
Light tended to dissipate the gloom, although the 
27* 
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power of habit stiU indiested its presrace. I am now 
folly satisfied, that whateyer erf* darkness or incertitude 
I passed through it originated with myself, and not 
from any unavoidable cause. Throu^ all the changes 
which have marked my progress in life, I have al- 
ways found the stream of Divine good to remain un- 
changed. My hope is therefore fixed, that when my 
last change takes place, the Fountain (of whose stream 
I have so freely partaken) will prove everlastingly 
unchangeable. 

The Author of life and being must be immutable, 
without variableness or shadow of turning; and con- 
sequently whatever proceeds from him must be con- 
sistent with his essential attributes. However the 
understanding of the creature, from various causes, 
may become darkened, — or however the intellectual 
feelings may become bhinted, the source of Divine 
good remains permanently the same. There cannot 
be in the Divine Being more favour at one time than 
another. This feeling belongs exclusively to the crea- 
ture, who often ignorantly and unwisely attributes it 
to the object of worship. Alas! how dark, bewilder- 
ed, and oftentimes ho\v presumptuous, is man ! When 
the causes of darkness subside, when obstructions are 
removed, the stream of benign good will invariably 
be found flowing in its native placid chaniiel. The 
consolatory feeling resulting from this settled belief, 
inspires an ardent desire that all the sons and daugh- 
ters of voluntary affliction may be drawn to the means 
of relief, cherishing and improving every internal 
motion of good, which eventually will prove to them 
the light, virtue and liberty of Truth. This will give 
joy for mourning, and gradually concentrate and 
strengthen the intellectual powers to control and 
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govern the mere animal feelings, as well as purify 
and refine the moral dispositions. Comfort and hap- 
piness can only be found in connexion with those 
primitive virtuous principles in our nature, which 
stand legibly written in the constitution of our be- 
ingy as the ordinations of Supreme wisdom, power 
and goodness. 

^ Being of late much relieved from fever, there seems 
some probability 1 may regain my usual strength. — 
With feelings of renewed gratitude to thee, and at- 
tachment to thy family, I remain thy friend, 

James Cockburn. 

On the occasion of transcribing a part of the early 
history of his life about the beginning of the year 
1835, James Cockburn made the following remark 
by way of introduction : 

** In the fifty-ninth year of my age, I look back 
upon my past progress through life with feelings of 
calm tranquillity. If the mirror of my memory re- 
presents many circumstantial occurrences which tend 
to mortify and humble, it exhibits also the softening 
shade of uniform endeavours to do the best practica- 
ble under existing circumstances.'^ 

To L, Griffith^ St, JohnSj New Brunswick, 

Philadelphia, 7th mo. 13th, 1835. 

Esteemed friend, — Being drawn to reflect on thy 
present situation, I have repeatedly felt an inclina- 
tion to communicate to thee such sensations as may 
arise in my mind towards thee on the occasion. — 
Having literally long experienced what it is to be a 
stranger, I can readily sympathize with thee under 
thy present circumstances. I am very desirous that 
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thy mind may be stayed and settled in that kind 
of due consideration which will greatly tend to guard 
thee against the disadvantages and dangers connected 
with being a stranger in so distant and isolated a dis- 
trict of country as that thou now occupies ; and that 
thou mayst appreciate all the advantages which a new 
and solitary position may afford. In estimating the 
dangers and advantages connected with occupying 
the place of a stranger, I principally refer to those 
moral feelings which influence and regulate our ac- 
tions. An individual, being placed in a new and dis- 
tant' location, become entirely encircled with new 
trains of associates; and every circle in which he 
moves, must more or less affect his moral feelings, 
and those feelings insensibly prepare for action. — 
There are, perhaps, few inexperienced minds that can 
resist the impi;essions resulting from the continual 
operation of actions around them : hence the danger 
of being subjected to witness the habits of others 
who are more under the influence of passions or un- 
regulated appetites, than reason or principle. An un- 
wise compliance with, or yielding to, any habit which 
tends to infringe the purity of moral feelings, stands 
as a cause from which very many have had to date 
their deviation from morjl rectitude and propriety, 
and consequent degradation and unhappiness. 

These remarks will be obvious to thy understand- 
ing, and perhaps will be sanctioned by what thou hast 
already felt in being a stranger: — permit me now to 
draw thy attention to the advantages of being placed 
in a new and solitary situation. It cuts off from the 
lap of infantile repose — it neutralizes every previous 
dependance for the time being, and places the mind on 
its own resources — it brings into action^every faculty 
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calculated to promote confidence in itself^ and estab- 
lish individual independence in relation to its proper 
sphere of action. A stranger, placed in the bosom of 
a new society and awakened to his true condition, will 
naturally exercise particular attention to, and observa- 
tion on the habits and manners of those with whom he 
necessarily associates. The powers of discrimination 
and understanding will be brought home to the judg- 
ment; and on this basis, resolution will come in to the 
help of moral feeling. Thus, the mind being stayed on 
its true centre of moral purity ^ will not only be pre- 
served from deviation, but will advance in moral ele- 
vation, and habitual stability. This attainment, ac- 
quired by experience, greatly tends to open the whole 
mind to mental as well as literary improvement In 
proportion as the mind comes to know itself, and de- 
pend upon its own resources for enjoyment, its ener- 
gies will be unfolded, and it will readily seize upon 
the development of coincident circumstances, as fur- 
nishing the progressive means of practical and bene- 
ficial knowledge. With the acquirements of discrimi- 
nating judgment, as applicable to the practicable in- 
tercourses and operations of life, the consolations of 
genuine piety are neither few nor small to the mind 
of the stranger. Truth is immutable — ^it is the effect 
of essential wisdom and goodness; wisdom, goodness 
and truth, form the pristine element of intellectual 
being; and amidst all the vicissitudes incident to local 
habitations, the rational mind responds to its native 
element, and finds an asylum in the bosom of its 
Father and its God. 

Thus it may be seen that experimental devotion 
and practical piety stand connected with the proper 
exercise of the rational powers, and form a pedestal 
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on which the proper illustration and true dignity of 
the human character must ev^* stand. In confirma- 
tion of this view, recur to the precepts and sayings, 
to the practice and example of Jesus Christ; the whole 
forms a vivid illustration of the applicability of our 
constitutional powers in their native element, to an- 
swer the intentions of the beneficent Creator. Mark 
the final scene of our holy Pattern, " He bowed the 
head (in token of submission to the Divine economy 
extended to the government of our nature) and gave 
up the ghost.^' Thus, connected with the right fulfil- 
ment of our functional duties through life, it becomes 
our last oflSce to die — the physical organization is to 
be decomposed in the bosom of the earth from which 
it has been fed, and the spirit enshrined in its native 
element, returns unto God who gave it 

These views have been gradually unfolded to my 
understanding for thirty-five years past, when far re- 
moved from my father's house and the face of my 
kindred; and upon the whole, perhaps I have cause 
to be thankful that I experimentally knew the heart 
of a stranger. 

To conclude, at present allow me to caution thee 
against those doubts and fears which generally, thro' 
the infirmities of the flesh, and not unfrequently, even 
in well disposed minds, settle into feelings of dis- 
may and despondency. Let us endeavour to approach 
our Divine Original, in the light which cometh from 
him, and the shadows and darkness hovering over our 
mixed nature will flee away, and our minds come to 
settle in an experimental feeling that our heavenly 
Father eternally remains to be unchanged Goodness. 

James Cockburn. 
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To C. Moore. 

Abington, 6th mo. 12th, 1836. 

Very dear friend, C. Moore, — The sympathetic 
emotions of my mind are often awakened and ex- 
tended towards thee as a fellow traveller through the 
probations of time. My former associations and 
sympathies with thy family are deeply entwined 
with my recollective powers, and often awaken the 
sensibilities of my heart. By mutually participating 
in the cup of affliction, I hope we often meet in that 
oneness of feeling in which renewed refreshment is 
perceived to come from the Father of spirits. We 
are weak and helpless when afflictions assail us; but 
God remains unchanged in goodness and gracious- 
ness, and with the sensibilities produced by bur trials 
and conflicts, rebaptizes us with a covering of his 
own spirit Let us dwell under this covering — it 
will heal our wounded minds, and soothe to balmy 
peace. Let us endeavour to co-operate in putting 
on strength in the name of the Lord. In the midst 
of afflictive privations, let us cleave unto God as the 
fountain of goodness, and in the swellings of native 
sensibilities arising from our domestic or individual 
condition. Oh ! let us lay hold upon the Divine at- 
tribute of graciousness. This calms inward emotions; 
this soothes grief; this consoles the heart; and Oh! 
this gradually works resignation thankfully to pass 
our ordeal of probation through time, so as to become 
prepared for peacefully passing into eternity. 

A gracious temper will prove an outward defence, 
as well as inward consolation and enjoyment Let 
our minds be clothed with it, as with a garment — 
In this feeling we are drawn from ourselves, f o sym- 
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pathize with our fellow creatures — we compassionate 
the circumstances of others; and, although they may 
at times appear to be in error Respecting circumstan- 
tial affairs, a gracious feeling preserves us in love and 
good-will, enabled us to bear injury without excite- 
ment or resentment, and submit to loss without re- 
pining. I an) anxious thy mind may become thus 
shielded and defended, so as with cheerful serenity 
to enjoy the sweets of remaining comforts in un- 
disturbed peace. 

My health remains very delicate. The disease that 
must prevail at last, has a powerful means in the re- 
currence of fever — this renders one half of my time 
uneasy, and subjects the other half to great langour 
and debility. I ani inclined, however, to move about 
all I can, in order to promulgate those truths of the 
gospel which seem far dearer to me now than the life 
of the body. A perception of the Divine compassion 
to men, and a feeling of the graciousness of God, seem 
to absorb all the powers of my being. This to me is 
gospel. This was the spirit of the immaculate Jesus. 
This seems to me to be the lamb of God which taketh 
away the sin of niy worldly spirit. I may yet have 
conflicts — I rest however in hope that good cause I 
still shall have to praise God. 

AflTectionately thy true friend, 

James Cockburn. 

Memorandum of a Journey in Montgomery and 
Bucks counties in the 7th and 8th months, 1836, in 
company with my wife and Isaac GriflSth. 

Left Philadelphia on the 23d of 7th month, and 
lodged at Joseph Jobson's, Cheltenham. Next day, 
attended Plymouth meeting to i^tisfaction, and the 
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day following, visited several families. Thence to 
John Jacobs* in Upper Providence, and by way of 
Gwynedd to Plumstead, where we attended the pre- 
parative meeting. I was enabled to extend such coun-^ 
sel atid encouragement as opened on my mind, and 
left them with peace. On firsj,<lay, we were at the 
meeting lately granted to the Friends who reside in 
and about Doylestown, held under care of a commit- 
tee of Buckingham monthly meeting. It was a satis- 
factory opportunity. Next day,we were at the month- 
ly meeting at Buckingham, and so on, taking the other 
monthly meetings in Bucks county in course; in some 
of which I had free ^nd open communication by 
which my mind Vas relieved, although under con* 
siderabl^ bodily ^v^akness arising from a renewed at- 
tack of spitting blood. From the Falls we returned 
by way of Bristol meeting on first-day, where some 
counseh and advice was offered to the youth; but the 
baptizing influence of the gospel was not so prevalent 
as at some other times. On the 8th of 8th month, 
we returned to the city, and set out again on the 1 3th 
to attend the Western and Cain Quarters. Were at 
Concord meeting on first-day, and next day reached 
the select meeting at London Grove, where I recog- 
nised a number of my friends, which was gratifying 
and reviving to my mind. On the 16th, attended the 
Quarterly meeting for discipline, which held near five 
hours, with abundance of communication. If it was 
all to profit, much good must have been done. Dined 
at Benjamin Swayne's, and lodged at Richard Bar- 
nard's. Next day attended Cain select meeting in 
the afternoon, which was a tender,- encouraging time. 
The Quarterly meeting next day was small but satis- 
foctory. On our way home, we attended the Val- 
Vol. XL— 28 
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ley meeting to satisfaction^ and cm ihe dlst returned 
borne. James Cocblburn* 

After this, it does not a{q)ear that he travelled 
much from home, except some short journeys into 
the country. It should, however, be noted that, as 
his state of health admitted, with the unity of Friends, 
he performed a very satisfactory visit to the families 
of Cherry street meeting (of which he was a member) 
during the summer of 1836. In this family visit, am- 
ple evidence of his goi^i commission was furnished 
to many minds, especially of the younger class; and 
it is hoped this his last labour of love will not soon 
be forgotten. 

James Gockburi^ departed this life in Philadel- 
phia on. the 25th of the Srd month, 1837, in the six- 
ty-first year of his age; having enfiured a lingering 
illness with consumption of the lungii in much meek- 
ness and patience* His mind appeared to be sustain- 
ed with fortitude and resignation, in viewing his ap- 
proaching dissolution; and the innocence and peace 
which he enjoyed were manifested by the cheerful- 
ness and calmness which he evinced during the pro- 
gress of his wasting disease. He several times ex- 
pressed to those ,who visited him, that his mind was 
centred in peace, and he felt an evidence that all 
would be well with him. He also mentioned that his 
outward concerns were satisfactorily settled, which 
was cause of much thankfulness to him. 

Thus, whatever clouds or gloominess may have 
attended his path through life, bis sun appears to 
have set in brightness. His labours in the work of 
the ministry have left many seals of evidence in the 
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minds of surriron^ especially in some of his latter 
journeys, that he was Divinely clothed with the gos- 
pel spirit, and fervently laboured to promote the 
cause of Truth and righteousness. 

In concluding these Memoirs, the following Es- 
says written at differejit times, are thought worthy 
of preservation. 

Thoughts on the Education of Youth. 
Perhaps there is no object more important in it- 
self, or standing connected with a greater number 
of interesting consideratibns, than the proper educa* 
tion of youth. By proper education, I mean the 
uftion of correct and upright example, with reason- 
able, prudent and firm discipline,— combinod with 
the exercise of those means, calculated to open the 
views of the mind — to give proper excitement to 
idea, — afbrd correct stimulus, direction, and object 
to pursuit,— -energy and efiect to application and per- 
severance, and, by every possible means, to commu- 
nicate a vigorous and healthful tone to the general 
powers of intellect An education of this kind, un«» 
der the opening influences of religious principle, could 
hardly fail to be productive of salutary and beneficial 
effects. Salutary and beneficial to the child or pupil $ 
salutary and beneficial to the parent or preceptor) and 
salutary and beneficial in relation to the interests of 
particular and general society. This three-fold view 
of the advantages of a proper eduo^^tion, I hope will 
appear of sufficient importance to claim the particular . 
attention of every pai^ent and prec^tor; nor be deem- 
ed by any, incons^istent with the nature or progress 
of true religiQi^, To enlighten the human mind; to 
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correct its errors; to meliorate its moral nature; ta 
improve, qualify, and sanctify ita intellectual powers, 
for celestial enjoyment, — are objects which stand 
firmly and unalterably embraced in the nature of gos^ 
pel design. Next to the influence and agency of the 
Spirit itself, whose office it is to enlighten, rectify and 
redeem the mind of man, what can be more promotive 
of the attainment of these objects, than the extension 
and reception of a proper education? — an education 
addressed to the reasonable pnncipleain our nature — 
illustrated by correct and upright example — confirm- 
ed and rendered efiectual by the benign operation of 
religious principle. May we not reasonably hope a 
Divine blessing will attend our endeavours in these 
respects; enabling those who sow, and they who re^, 
to rejoice together, — ^to rejoice in the conscious dis- 
charge of mutual duty — to rejoice in the mutual re- 
ception of that cordial sympathy which will always 
more or less cover minds harmoniously engaged to 
promote the interests of Truth. 

In turning our attention to the advantages of a 
proper education, to the child or pupil, we may re- 
member a testimony left on record by wisdom itself, 
extended through a mind particularly conversant 
with the theory, operation, and action of the hu- 
man faculties. ^* Train up a child in the way he 
should go, and" when he is old he will not depart 
therefrom.*^ So great is the power of habit, grounded 
on^arly impressions in the human mind, that they 
-seldom or never become wholly obliterated. There 
is reason to believe that Tirtuous habits, founded 
on early impressions, have often lohg retained in^ 
dividuals from the paths of impropriety and irregu- 
larity, even after the obligations of principle had 
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become relaxed on the mind. There is little doubt, 
even after virtuous impressions and habits have be- 
come considerably effaced, they have yet operated 
as the means of recalling the deviating footsteps of 
many an unhappy wanderer. . Allured by the sofl 
blandishments of sense, — ^by the deceptive appear- 
ances of things, — many a virtuous youth has been 
overtaken and led in the pursuit of idle or dissipated 
pleasures: the dark cloud of vice has been ready to 
gather around, and cover him forever from the radi- 
ance of virtue; when lo! in the calm of solitude his 
recoUective powers have been aroused, — ^he hath re- 
membered the days of other years, — ^remembered 
the purity, innocence, tenderness and softness of for- 
mer feelings; — he hath contrasted his past, with his 
present situation, and being met with as in a narrow 
place, the convicting evidences of Truth have shined 
with irresistible power in his understanding, and sub- 
jected his will: — the tear of contrition has relieved 
his ^welling bosom and aching heart; — his intellectual 
powers and moral nature have yielded to the renova- 
ting influence of religious principle; — ^to virtue and 
piety he has dedicated the remainder of his dkys. I 
hope this is no illusive or exaggerated representation. 
If we could penetrate, or uplift the veil which covers 
the wide spread ranges of human society, I am per- 
suaded we might see a numerous train of individuals 
progressing in some one or other of the stages of 
this representation, — so varied and extensive are 
the means capable of acting on the human mind, or 
standing as a medium through which Divipe good- 
ness may possibly act Thus the conscientioua pa- 
rents' and preceptors' care and labours are ofteii like 
bread east on the waters, found after noany days» 
28*, 
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Reflections* 

Grod being essentially and immutably independent 
and happy in himself, could have no other object in 
the creation of animated nature, and his rationsd crea- 
tures, than the display and spread of his goodness. 
Man, therefore, was created in the goodness of God. 
In the extension of this goodness, he is also jireserv- 
ed through the various changes and vicissitudes of 
life, until its close. Goodness being the native ele- 
ment of the human mind, doing good must be the 
certain means of producing the comfort, enjoyment, 
and happinesa of the present nK)dification of our be- 
ing. The moment we turn from goodness, either 
through fear of some supposed impending inconve- 
nience, or from some new or novel attraction, we 
are in danger, sooner or later, of interrupting our 
satisfactory progress through the varied and mixed 
scenes of life, 

A steady adherence to a good feelingj will lead ta 
a good practice. A good feeling and a good practice, 
embrace all that is engaging, pleasing, and lovely, in 
our social converse, in the fulfilment of our private, 
and official duties. The functions of official duty 
ought to be particularly regarded, and conscientious- 
ly fulfilled; but private feeling an4 social enjoyment 
are not to be neglected, nor unduly repressed. The 
affections of the heart are a sacred deposit, requiring 
the continued exercise of virtuous perseverance for 
their defence and safety. On the stability of our vir- 
tuous attachments, much of our comfort and enjoy- 
ment in Jife depends. Hence the paramount import 
tance of daily feeling our minds to be in their pro^ 
per element, with a constant reference unto God a» 
the fountain of goodness. This will open and awakea 
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all the sources of practical devotion, which will prove 
a never-failing support through the varied scenes of 
future life. 



On the death of his wife Isabella Cockburn, 

Written soon after his removal to superintend the building of Con« 
newingo bridge over the Susquehanna.. 

In Connewingo^s solitary vale, 
Dark its -horizon as my widow'd state, 
The dormant muse recalls her plaintive lays, 
And, weeping, pours my mournful strains of woe 
At sensibility^s pure, sacred shrine. 

Come, mehing softness, charm of other years,, 
Unloose the fastness of each aching nerve. 
And through the arid waste of desert mind 
Pour tender feelings heart- relieving stream, 
And wake the energies of soothing song. 

Heaven in its love expression gave to man,. 
T' increase his joy, or mitigate his pain* 
Expressive piety is gratitude^ 
Sincere, expressive kindness, — virtue pure;^ 
Expressive joy gives zest to social life; 
Expressive grief relieves the swelling heart. 
And gives to woe its tributary tear;— 
The pious tear which lifts the soul to heav*n. 
And meliorates — refines her rising powers. 

Long have I drunk of sorrow's bitter stream,, 
And moum'd the awful scene of love expirM. 
Conjugal love, — ^source of domestic bliss^ 
Has with Isabella fled my fond embrace, 

And left a painful void. ' 

No pleasing view, nor social joy appears, 
To ch^r the dark horizon of my path, — 
Dark as this vale with naidnight's sable clojuds. 
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In gloomy scenes, her smile was more than light, — 
Isabella's smile gave love, and peace, and joy. 
Reversion pressed her closer to my breast. 
And at her smile stem fortune seem'd serene. 

On SchuylkilFs verdant banks, in rural ease, 
The sadd'ning glooms of other years were lost; 
Prosperity's enlivening, cheering ray, 
With her shed lustre round domestic joys. 
And wing'd on hope my distant, fleeting view. 
Ah! transient radiance on a cloud so dark — 
In which I saw her last, her closing scene. 
In vain the bleating flocks and herds increased, 
The fruitful fields with plehty smiPd in vain;— 
I saw her wither in meridian bloom, — 
Death calPd her hence, the solemn stroke laud waste 
With me the rising germ of every joy. 

The sad presage she felt, and o'er me sigh'd. 
With mingling resignation, — ^pious love; 
Her silent, peaceful look deep pierc'd my heart. 
And wak'd each thought to deeper, hidden grief. 
With tender care she calmly strove to soothe. 
And lead my mind to resignation's peace. 
Oh! sacred relic of her mind refin'd. 
Spread ihy calm mantle on my troubled breast. 
Nor longer let me sighing mourn in vMn. 

In awful death's embrace she smil'd in peace, 
Then wing'd her flight to scenes of lasting bliss* 
Lo! on yon azure cloud she seems to write, 
" Grieve not for me — be pure as I am pure, 
And follow me. Fear «ot the vale of years — 
' Nothing is dark beyond the silent grave. — 
Death is the opening of eternal day. 
Time has its joys, — ^tho' mix'd with bitter woes — 
Eternity is lost in bliss supreme." 
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O God, transcribe this lesson to my hearty 
And raise my drooping mind to stand erect 
Upon its proper base, the Rock of age?. 
Why shduld I sigh alone, nor cease to grieve? 
This leafless grove, when spring returns, will smile> 
And nstture's varying seasons as they roll 
Bid cheering hope speak comfort to my soul. 

As nature changes so does human life. 
So Isabella chang'd. In early youth. 
She like the lily of the vale arose, 
By virtues, sun matured in riper years;, 
But withering with disease, she fell ere noon. 
And gave her charms to mingle with the dust* 
Her pure, unchanging mind — above all change. 
Now .wings all space, — reads all creation o'er. 
And hymns eternal praise in endless love. 

On me the mundane elements still shed 
Their varying lunar beam, — and varioui?, stilly 
The keen emotions of my throbbing breast 

thou, who organized my every sense, 
And bade the moving universe arise, 
^eam on my mournful heart the genial ray 
Of thy eternal Truth, — that through all change 

1 may forever gravitate to Thee. 

James Cockburn. 



The letters of James CDckburn, pubKshed in the preoeeding Me- 
moirs, have been taken h^m the original essays, or rough drafts, 
fyaad among his papers; This, with some verbal corrections in 
transcribing, may account for any variations that may be noticed 
when compared with such as have been preserved by th^ persons to. 
whom they were addressed^ 
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As part of the object of this miscellaneous Work 
is to preserve in remembrance the characters and la- 
bours of such individuals, who, through obedience to 
the light of Christ inwardly manifested, have en- 
deavoured to promote the cause of Truth and righ- 
teousness in the earth,-T-so, in gathering up the frag- 
ments, our attention has been directed to the life atnd 
character of Elizabeth Drinker, wife of Daniel 
Drinker, late of the city of Philadelphia, 3\it of so 
limited a nature are the materials that have transient- 
ly fallen into our hands, that we can give but a faint 
and imperfect sketch of her example, her usefulness 
in society, and the virtues which rendered her ac- 
ceptable to her friends and acquaintances, as well as 
were the means of producing peace to her own mind. 
It appears that she was born in Philadelphia, in. the 
year 1737, being a grand-daughter of John Haal;.-^ 
How far the education and instructions she received 
from her parents contributed to the formation of her 
habits in early life, may be in some degree estimated 
by the piety and exemplary circumspection which 
^narked her youthful days. It may be an encou- 
raging circumstance when held up to the view of 
parents who, though surrounded with the temptations 
abounding in large cities, are anxiously solicitous 
for the preservation of their tender ofl&pring from 
the snares and dangers to which they are exposed. 
For, if in one instance^ the blessing of heaven has 
been witnessed to attend the godly care of concern- 
ed parents, in the discipline and tuition of a daughter, 
or of a family of children, so as to make it a hedge 
of safety around the tender plants, — ^the like care and 
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(*oncei^n, Undei* the influence of heavenly wisdom, 
tnay redound to the benefit of many others. 

Through her continued submission to the refining 
operations of the spirit of Truth, she experienced a 
gradual growth in the work of religion, by which 
she became disciplined and prepared for usefulness 
to others. About the thirty-ninth year of her >age, 
she appeared in the ministry, in public meetings, to 
the satisfaction of Friends; and, being faithful in oc- 
cupying this important gift committed to her for the 
edification of the church, she experiened an enlarge- 
ment therein. It is thus that the parable of the tal- 
ents is illustrated; and an increase of conscious peace, 
as well as usefulness attends the labours of devoted 
minds; for she that is faithful in a little, is made 
ruler over more. 

It is a wonderful privilege conferred on the socie- 
ty of Friends, to be delivered ,from the influence of 
priestcraft so far as to be fully persuaded that the 
gift of gospel ministry is as freely conferred on 
daughters as on sons. To those who are educated 
within the pale of membership, and who may have 
little opportunity of knowing the opinions, and ob- 
serving the trammels and prejudices of most other 
christian professors on this subject, it may seem ' 
strange that the above remark should be made. But 
such is the fact, even at the present professedly en- 
lightened period, that thousands and tens of thousands 
of those who have the scriptures in their hands, and 
are called christians, through the tradition of educa- 
tion, or clerical influence, consider it highly impro- 
per and wrong for a woman. to speak in the assem- 
blies of the people, by way of preaching the gospel. 
Oh! that Friends may walk humbly, and duly prize 
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and rightly use their privileges, so as to continue 
worthy of this and many other special favours con- 
ferred on them. 

In a testimony given by Philadelphia Friends^ 
Elizabeth Drinker is represented as being peculiarly 
qualified " to speak with precision to the states of 
individuals, both in families and more public oppor- 
tunities:*' This characteristic of gospel ministry, has 
often proved a demonstrative evidence, even to out- 
ward and superficial minds, that Divine revelation 
has not ceased; as falsely insinuated by some profes- ' 
sors of the christian name. How much it is to be 
desired that all who are called to the work of the 
ministry, would so keep to the openings of Truth, as 
to mind their particular gifts and callings, and there- 
in move only as the Divine anointing opens and 
qualifies for service. There are diversities of gifts 
and of operations, in the economy of Divine wisdom^ 
but all for the edification and comfort of the body, 
and the gathering of souls unto God. So to the dis- 
cerning mind, it appears there are gifts in the minis- 
try conferred on some, the operation of which is 
very much limited within the pale of our own reli- 
gious society. Others have gifts that appear like 
some of old, to be peculiarly adapted to the gather- 
ing or directing of the minds of others to the founda- 
tion principle of all Divine knowledge and salvation. 
To distinguish the difierent gifts dispensed for use- 
fulness in society, and aid in keeping them properly 
occupied and rightly directed, — may be a part of the 
work of experienced and spiritually minded elders 
in the church. 

Elizabeth Drinker was deeply concerned on behalf 
of the members of our religious society, as stated in 
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the testimony before alluded to, and laboured to stir 
up their minds to a close attention to the guidance 
of the holy principle of light and grace. The object 
of this concern was not only the welfare of the pro- 
fessors of Truth, but that " Zion might indeed more 
conspicuously shine, and put on her beautiful gar- 
ments:'' — a beautiful figure of the living members 
of the church of Christ, walking consistently with a 
holy profession of being redeemed from the spirit, 
the friendships and policies of the world! so that 
such sincere inquirers who are " asking the way to 
Zion'' (the true fold of rest and safety) might not be 
stumbled, through the unfaithfulness of those who 
profess to be inhabitants thereof. But, on the contra- 
ry, " that her righteousness might go forth as bright- 
ness, and her salvation as a lamp that burneth." 

Under this living concern for the promotion of 
righteousness and truth in the earth, she was fre- 
quently drawn to visit the meetings of Friends with- 
in the limits of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting and 
parts adjacent. Her mind was also expanded in love 
to the cause of Truth, so that for a considerable length 
of time she endured a season of deep probation, un- 
der a prospect of its being required of her to make a 
religious visit to Friends in England. Her health 
had become very delicate; yet such was her willing- 
ness to occupy the gift conferred on her for the bene- 
fit of others, that she at length yielded to the im- 
pressions of apprehended duty, and opened her pros- 
pect to her friends. After obtaining their near sym- 
pathy and unity with her in this concern, and concur- 
ring certificates from the monthly, Quarterly and se- 
lect meetings, in the order of society, she embarked 
at Philadelphia in the 6th month, 1793, in company 
Vol. XI.— 29 
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with George Dillwyn and wife, and arrived in Eng- 
land about the beginning of the 7th month follow- 
ing- 

In a letter to a friend, she says, " I had a pretty 

good passage, being free from sea-sickness, and land- 
ed at Gravesend the 2nd of 7th mo. 1793. 1 arrived 
in London the same day, and continued in the city 
and its neighbourhood until the 9th of 8th month. 
While in London, I was sometimes in a state of suf- 
fering, and sometirlies was favoured to throw off my 
burden. At times, when I was deeply exercised, a 
passage in Ezekiel was brought to my mind, where 
he looked and beheld a hole in the wall, through 
which he had to dig; and when he had digged, he 
saw what was portrayed on the wall, and what the 
ancients of the house of Israel were doing in the dark, 
every one in the chambers of his imagery. Yet upon 
the whole, I may say, I was favoured in my labours 
beyond what I could havfe expected. 

While in London, I was often favoured with the 
company and fatherly care of Samuel Emlen, which 
Was very pleasant to me in a strange land. He fre- 
quently expressed his desire and willingness to ren- 
der me what assistance was in his power, which I 
esteem a great favour. 

My way appearing to open towards Kent, and 
having Sarah Rudd for a companion, we went on to 
Rochester, and were at the house of William and 
Mary Cowper. After accomplishing our visit thro' 
that county, we went on to Lewes, in Sussex, where 
we arrived the 23rd of 8th month, and rested awhile. 
It is sometimes necessary to lay by for the purpose 
of mending our nets, or resting a little in body and 
mind: yet as to my bodily health, I have been fa- 
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voured to get along with as little complaint as might 
be expected." 

" 13th of 11th month. We are now at the house 
of Catherine Phillips in Cornwall; — ^have been in 
the isle of Wight, through Dorsetshire, and part of 
Devonshire. Last first-day we were at a meeting at 
the Lands-end, to satisfaction. But the damps of this 
country affect my health ; having had some wet jour- 
neys which were very trying; yet through mercy we 
are favoured to keep moving along. May the gra- 
cious hand still be near and support us through this 
trying pilgrimage." 

By letters from Samuel Emlen who was in Eng- 
land most of the time she remained there, we gain 
the following information. In the 9th month, 1793, 
he says, " I hear well of Elizabeth Drinker's religi- 
<nis engagements; I believe them to be in the wisdom 
and power of the gospel, and that through gracious 
help she gets forward bravely." In the 10th month, 
he speaks of her bodily health being sometimes much 
affected; and also of her being at the Quarterly meet- 
ing for Bristol and Somerset, held at Bridgewater; 
likewise that he hears of her being in Dorsetshire, 
Devonshire, and Cornwall. 4th month 12th, 1794, 
Samuel Emlen says, " she was in London yesterday, 
but in poor health. To-day has gone from Totten- 
ham to visit Friends in Hertfordshire." 

7th mo. 7th. He says, " I was yesterday at Tot- 
tenham meeting; supped with Elizabeth Drinker and 
Sarah Rudd, at Thomas Thome's The two women 
were at the second-day raornin||| meeting to^ay; 
Elizabeth so weak as not to boi able to stay till its 
close. She is now at William Rotch's, and seems 
inclined to go with h[% ^^}\y ^T- Boston, who ex*> 
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pect to Bail in about eight or nine days. I believe 
there has not been one voice of encouragement heard 
for her embarkation ; but she is left to her own de- 
cision on the occasion. There is little human prob- 
ability, in the estimation of divers Friends, that she 
can bear the noise and tossing on ship-board, so as to 
get home to her family; and some think it would be 
less grief to her husband, for her to die in England, 
than to be cast into the sea. But this must be left to 
direction, wiser than human/' On the 15th, he says, 
" Elizabeth Drinker was at meeting in London, yes- 
terday; she is very low to-day, both in body and 
mind; and claims, and is worthy of our sympathy.'' 
Extracts of letters from Sarah Harrison, to her 
husband. "London, 6th mo. 2nd, 1794. I came to 
this city the week before, the Yearly Meeting; where 
I was informed that my dear friend, Elizabeth Drink- 
er, was dangerously ill at Staines, about twenty miles 
from this place.' I went to see her the next day, in 
company with Martha Routh, We >vere agreeably 
disappointed in finding her much better than we ex- 
pected. Our meeting in a distant land was as much as 
our weak minds could well bear; and many wer^ the 
tears of joy that were shed on the occasion.^ After 
which, she was very cheerful; I think I never saw 
her more so. The night following, sl^e went into a 
warm bath, which had not the desired effect. I never 
saw her so yellow before. The doctors say it is a 
liver complaint, and that she may be propped up for 
awhile, but will never be cured. She appeared to be 
resigned; which is a great favour, and the only way 
in which hard things can be made easy. But she 
confessed that she had passed through a great cofi- 
flict, before she QQuld fully pay, Thy will b^ 49ne, 
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AVe left her very poorly the next day, and she con- 
tinued so for some time/' On the 12th, she says, " I 
have been two days at Staines with my dear friend 
E. Drinker, who appears to be in a very precarious 
state of health. She is very anxious to go home, as 
she is not able to travel; and the doctors think this 
climate is unfriendly to her constitution: but I do 
not think she would be able to bear the voyage. She 
has a kind companion, and every attention that is 
necessary, and I do feelingly sympathise with her, 
as well as with her connexions at home.'' 

While at Staines, she mentioned an apprehension 
that her time would not be long in mutability; and 
said that as she sat in meeting on first-day morning, 
although she had nothing to communicate to others, 
and part of the time felt low and discouraged, — yet 
towards the close her mind was comforted in the 
fresh revival of those expressions of the prophet Ha- 
bakkuk: "Although the fig tree shall not blossom, 
neither shall fruit be in the vine; the labour of the 
olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the 
flocks shall be cut o£F from the fold, and there shall 
be no herd in the stalls: yet 1 will rejoice in the Lord, 
I will joy in the God of my salvation.'J 

After being detained about six weeks at Staines, 
she so far recovered as to get out to meetings again, 
though under great bodily weakness. After return- 
ing to London, her indisposition increased, though 
she sometimes got to meeting during the 7th month. 
Her last public testimony was at Westminster, where 
she appeared acceptably, beginning with these words: 
^ Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his 
saints;" on which she enlarged with instruction and 
encouragement tQ others^ and doubtless to her own 
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peace and consolation. For, how often it hap]>en89 
througli adorable mercy and condesoeadiug goodness, 
that the instrument is edified and refreshed by the 
stream of gospel love that flows' through it to others. 

While passing through the last stages of her bodi- 
ly afflictions, her mind appeared to be Divinely sup- 
ported, and she spoke sweetly and instructively, at 
times, to those about her. At one time she said, " To 
look back, the world appears trifling and as vanity. 
If fresh.trials should come, and the storm be permit- 
ted to beat as against the wall, it is good to trust in 
the Lord, who in gloomy seasons is the protection 
of them that fear him.*^ Again; after encouraging 
those present to greater dedication, she said, " The 
highest anthem that could be sung was, Thy will be 
done." At another time, as though she had been 
looking over her past life, and carefully retracing her 
steps, she said she believed it was right that she had 
given up all, and left home; whether for life or death 
she must leave. 

Thomas Scattergood, whose lodging was at Thos. 
Thome's where she lay, says, " After she was con- 
fined to her bed, in my wakeful moments, as I lodged 
in the room over hers, I could hear her voice at sea- 
sons, and it was as sweet melody in mine ears. Many 
sweet expressions dropped from her lips during her 
last illness, and near the solemn close." 

In the testimony given by Friends in London, it 
is stated that when she drew near the closing period, 
her spirit seemed measurably raised above the last 
conflict; and with an animated countenance she said, 
" Oh! the beauty! the excellent beauty! — the beauti- 
ful prospect in view." Then lifting up her hands, 
she appeared for some time to be in sweet, though 
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silent adoration: after which she spoke but little, yet 
appeared sensible; and in the evening of the 10th of 
the 8th month, 1794, expired so quietly that the pre- 
cis^ ndoment was scarcely known when she breathed 
her last. 

In a memorandum made by her friend Sarah Har- 
rison, who was engaged on a likq religious errand in 
£ngland, and deeply felt this solemn event, she says, 
" Our beloved Elizabeth Drinker is no more a com- 
panion with us in tribulation. The subject of her 
removal is so affecting to me, that I cannot dwell 
upon it; and yet it seems as if the Spirit says. Write, 
blessed are the dead that die in the Lord : yea, saith 
the Spirit, for they rest from their labours, and their 
works do follow them; which I have no doubt is 
the happy experience of our dear friend's purified 
spirit/^ 

, Thomas Scattergood being then in London on a 
religious visit, gives the following account of Eliza- 
beth Drinker: "When she arrived in London, our 
first interview was solemn, and very few words pass- 
ed between us; nor indeed for some days after; and 
whenever I came into her chamber, there seemed 
like the command of silence, and a portion of what 
Job's friends felt. Some time after, we found a time 
to unbosom our thoughts; and I have been thankful 
in that I was favoured to feel deep sympathy with 
her under her deep exercise, which continued for 
some time. After which her mind seemed to be 
gathering into a greater degree of calm resignation, — 
her burden removing, and the sweetness that was 
felt to accompany her spirit, made it delightful to be 
with her. Her close was quiet and peaceful. Her 
remains were taken into Grace-church street meet- 
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ing-house, where was a large collection of people; so 
it was at the grave, and I hope a solid, profitable 
time/' 



Views oftarly Friends on Educaiiiyn, 
When Jesus said, " Suffer little children to come 
unto me and forbid them not; for of such is the king- 
dom of God'' — it appears plain that he considered 
the innocence of infant children to be pure, and that 
such were members of the kingdom and church of 
God. Friends have always accepted the state of lit- 
tle children, before they commit actual sin, as a state 
of innocent purity acceptable to him who made them 
such. With this view, they discarded the idea of ori- 
ginal sin aa appertaining to infants. They objected 
to the notion of total depravity; and therefore that 
no watCT baptism or sprinkling, or sureties by godfa- 
thers or godmothers with the ceremonies of a priest, 
were necessary to make little children members of 
the church of Christ, or constitute them children of 
God, — which they already weife in their innocent,, 
uncontaminated state. 

The absurd notions of Calvin and others being thus 
removed by the rays of Divfne light shining in their 
minds. Friends saw the importance of a religiously 
guarded education of children, in order to preserve 
their minds in the purity of that innocent state, in 
which they came into the world. They believed, aa 
this ground of innocence was properly enclosed by 
the >yatchful care of parents to guard against impro* 
per and hurtful examples, it became as a garden, ii^ 
which the seeds of e^y^rj amiable disposition au4 
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good quality, being sown or planted by the heaven- 
ly Husbandman, would spring up and grow. Thus, 
being kept by parental care under proper discipline, 
they would continue members of the church of Christ 
The propensities of animal nature being prudently 
regulated, would not overpower nor subvert the prin- 
ciples of goodness — but these christian virtues would 
grow with their expanding ipinds, and they would, 
through a proper guardianship and the preservation 
of Divine grace, escape those corruptions which, be- 
ing the effect of unrestrained lust, abound in the 
world. 

Friends considered the duty of parents toward 
their offspring and those under their care, as a most 
important trust; — on the faithful discharge of which, 
under the Divine blessing, the welfare and future 
course of their children much depended. Hence, 
they were careful in all their words and actions to 
set a good example before them. They were likewise 
careful to have domestics and tutors who would also 
maintain a like example. If such exemplary tutors 
could not be procured to watch over and guard their 
innocent minds in the acquirement of useful school 
learning, they preferred the welfare and preservation 
of their children's minds and manners before human 
literature — ^and hence in the early rise of the society, 
when neither religiously qualified tutors, nor well 
regulated schools could be had, many of the children 
of Friends grew up without school learning, so that 
they could neither read nor write. In other cases, 
Friends of exemplary deportment were drawn from 
a sense of duty tq devote their time and substance to 
tb^ tuition of Friends' children in useful school learn- 
ing, in a religious, guarded manner. As early as 1670 
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a school for boys was in successful operation at Wal- 
tham Abbey, in Essex near London, and one for girls 
at Shacklewell. Others were afterwards set up in 
divers places; for Friends could not conscientiously 
have their children educated at the common schools, 
which were mostly under the influence of priestcraft. 
The same religious concern has been kept alive 
in the society ever since — advices have been repeat- 
edly issued from Yearly Meetings and concerned 
Friends, on the properly guarded, religious educa- 
tion of the youth — but there has been a great lack of 
practical christian care on this subject. Innocent 
children hav^ been, and are grievously exposed to 
pernicious examples and corrupting associations. — 
They are led away from the paths of innocence by 
means of these exposures. Their minds become con- 
taminated and corrupted. The first or earthy nature 
thus gains the ascendency, and they wander from 
the heavenly Father's house where innocence reign- 
ed. Is none of this chargeable on the neglect of pa- 
rents? Do they forget and neglect the most impor- 
tant trust committed to them? Do they thus place 
their pure innocent little lambs in the way of temp- 
tation, and hazard their everlasting happipess? Are 
not many thus lost to the church, led out of her safe 
enclosure of salutary discipline, and early turned into 
the broad way of fleshly liberties? Surely this* sub- 
ject requires deeper attention. Surely the first prin- 
ciples on which Friends founded their excellent sys- 
tem of education, both at home and at schools, have 
been too far disregarded by many of their successors 
in profession. A return to these first principles in 
the education of children, may lead to a renovation 
of the society — may open a way for the exaltation'of 
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the standard of truth and righteousnes9^ and the 
spreading of the principles of vital Christianity in 
the earth. 

In accordance with the views of early Friends 
under the influence of Divine light, in relation to the 
guarded education of youth, are the sentiments and 
concern expressed in the following letter from a sin- 
cerely dedicated and enlightened mind. It appears 
to have been addressed to a person who had offered 
himself as teacher in Friends' school, but the place 
is not mentioned. It breathes the plain language of 
religious feeling and concern, and may be read to 
profit by many in the present day; especially if a 
practical application of a like religious concern is 
carried out. 

Letter from Peter Yarnall, 

Philadelphia, 10th month Ist, 1783. 

bear friend, — In respect to the subject offered for 
my consideration, I may just say that what I suggest- 
ed to Friends in your neighbourhood, arose more 
from a desire I have cherished for the pious educa- 
tion of our beloved youth under exemplary tutors, 
than from any personal reflection. I believe some- 
thing escaped my lips, as urging the weighty and 
deep attention of Friends, to employ such personi^ 
as would bring forward those tender plants in use- 
ful learning, and impress their minds with a ^ense 
of the great obligation which we owe to the Father 
of infinite mercies. I am sensible it is an important 
trust reposed in us, to watch over a rising generation 
so as to discharge our duty in His fear; and as ex- 
ample teaches louder than precept, and so much in- 
stability had been manifested, I believed it necessa- 
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ry for Friends to observe some fruits of a godly life 
and conversation, previous to the commission of 
their offspring to thy care. I have been earnestly 
solicitous for thy help and recovery, when my lot 
was cast in those parts where thou resided; and as 
nothing will secure to us an interest in the loving 
kindness of the Almighty, but a perfect uniformity 
of life and manners, with a resignation of mind td 
his holy and blessed will in all things; I wish it may 
become thy happy experience, and that thou may 
earnestly press after a nearer acquaintance with the 
eyer blessed Truth: this will be truly comfortable to 
thy friends, and will furnish with present and lasting 
peace. I remain thy real friend, 

Peter Yarnall# 



ki'j^M 



A BRIEF ACCOUNT 
Of the life and religious labours of Sarah Wil- 

KiNs of Easion meetings near Evesham^ New 

Jersey. 

She was the daughter of Joshua and Naomi Ballin- 
ger, who were exemplary Friends of Evesham, and 
was born the 10th of the 8th month, 1757. When 
she was' quite young, her father died; which was a 
great trial to her. On this account she often wept 
alone in retired places, bemoaning her situation: be- 
ing deprived of her earthly parent, she was early 
made sensible that she was mercifully cared for by 
her heavenly Parent; — his gooci presence often re- 
vived her drooping spirit, and caused her to bow in 
, humble submission to his blessed will. 
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About the eleventh year of her age, she had a se- 
vere spell of sickness, in relation to which and some 
of her subsequent trials, in a short memorandum she 
wrote, she says^ " I was brought Very low both in 
body and mind, and my friends thought I was near 
my end: when they wept about me, I told them not 
to weep for me, believing X should be happy if I was 
taken at that time. One morning' it seemed to me 
tiiat a grave old man came and told me I should not 
die that time, but should live a little longer; which 
revived me very much. I soon after recovered and 
got well. But as I grew older, the enemy of my 
peace began to strive to have the pre-eminence over 
my mind: which caused me to mourn over myself, 
and often to pray to Him who had so lately Bpared 
my life. I loved retirement of mind, and to walk 
alone in the orchard and fields, and Was often Di- 
vinely met with, even to weeping, desiring the Lord 
to preserve me, a poor fatherless child.' ' 

"As I went to school, I often thought I would not 
play with them that used bad words, and took'their 
Maker's name in vainj-^and I mourned that they 
were not made to know better. I was not suffered 
to do any very bad deed ; though I did often think I 
was very naughty, because I loved to play and was 
given to laughter; for which I was often checked. — 
Oh! if I had but given heed to that still small voice 
which I often heard when young in years, saying, 
this is the way, walk thou in it; — I believe I should, 
ere this time, have shined much more brightly." 

" I always loved to go to meeting, and never re- 
fused going but once, and then I thought I had a good 
reason for it Yet my troubles were often brought 
on for my disobedience, and forgetfulness of the 
Vol. XL— 30 
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Lord. But it pleased him in his love, again to visit 
me with sickness when I was about seventeen years 
of age. It was the pleurisy; and my friends thought 
I was dangerously ill; but I thought my inward con-^ 
dition was the worst My body was full of pain^ 
with a scorching fever; and my spiritual condition 
was so bad that it did seeih to me as though the gates 
of heaven were shut against me. There I lay, ex- 
pecting shortly to leave the stage of time, and no- 
thing but darkness before my eyes. Oh ! how dread- 
ful ! I thought I should be very glad if some friend 
would come who had the glad tidings of the gospel 
to preach to me. But I kept my condition to my- 
self, and dont know that any one felt it^that came to 
see me. As I waited on the Lord, at length it pleased 
him to arise and shine forth with a little light upon 
me, which caused me to rejoice, and to think I wa9 
not forsaken of him whom my soul loved. Then I 
thought I lay in heavenly places (although my body 
was full of pain) and that all was well that was done 
for me. My prayers, as I lay awake in the night 
season, were put up for the young people who, I be- 
lieved, lived too much in a forgetful state of mind 
concerning their latter end. I believe if I had left 
the world then, I should have gone in peace; but I 
had not suffered my share of our dear Lord^s suffer- 
ings. The Lord's will must be done in us, and by 
us, and through us.'* 

In the twentieth year of her age, she was married 
to William Wllkins of Evesham. Being religiously 
inclined, and of a cheerful, though innocent* deport- 
ment, she proved herself qualified for the instruction 
of her family by precept and example. She was an 
affectionate wife, a tender mother, a kind neighbour, 
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and a visiter and sympathizer with the sick and af- 
flicted. Her devotion to the cause of truth appears 
to have been lively, and in due time she became con- 
cerned in a public way to invite others to come taste 
and see that the Lord is good, and to partake of the 
good things he has in store for all those that love him. 

In 1796, she obtained a minute of approbation from 
Evesham monthly meeting, to visit her connexions 
and friends near Redstone settlement In this she 
is styled "an elder in good esteem.^^ In the journey, 
Mary Allen of Woodbury, and Enoch Roberts of 
Chester^ were her companions. Among the notes she 
preserved, she says, "We reached Jonas CattelPs the • 
thirteenth day of our travel, and were kindly and 
afiectionately received by our frietids and others. We 
attended Redstone monthly meeting; it seemed hard 
getting through, but towards the end it was favoured 
with that which was truly good: — we were also at a 
meeting at Sewickly appointed for a Friend on 
Truth^s service; which was somewhat favoured. On 
fourth-day we attended Redstone week-day meeting, 
and next day a meeting at Westland, over the river 
Monongahela. In about three weeks, we performed 
our visit to a good degree of satisfaction; then set out 
home, which we reached in eleven days; and I often 
thought we were favoured beyond our expectation, 
which is cause of thankfulness.'^ 

A short time previous to this journey, it is stated, 
she first appeared in the ministry. In reference to 
this circumstance, she writes; "I believe I might have 
brought more honour to the great name of our God, 
if I had been more faithful to the manifestations of 
Divine Truth in my heart; for many have been the 
calU to me before I could give up to the work of the 



d by Google 



352 BRIEF ACCOniNT 

ministry. Thoagh I believe the great Master was 
requiring of me to give up; yet through diffidence and 
fear and my own debility, I was afraid I should bring 
dishonour to his great name. But when I yielded 
obedience to it, although in a very small way, I felt 
great peace. Oh! the cross is worth bearing: it brings 
such peace that this world cannot give. I have great 
cause to bless and praise that hand which hath hither- 
to preserved me from falling a prey to the enemy of 
my souPs peace.^^ 

^^On the 19th of 2nd month, 1803, 1 was again taken 
ill with the pleurisy, which increased so that all hopes 
of my rcQOvery were much given over. When I was 
in great pain of body, I was very much favoured with 
a quiet and resigned mind; so that I often said in my 
hearf. Lord, thy will be done, and not mine. At 
times, I desired to be dissolved in dust, and craved 
to be released from this prison-house of clay: but at 
other times when I saw my dear husband and tender 
children weeping and mourning over me, it came 
very close to my feelings. Yet during my illness, I 
found- nothing between me and my dear Redeemer, 
but that I should depart in peace with the Lord, and 
I hoped with all men. But the great Physician saw 
meet to restore me again to health, and I give him 
the praise of his own works. I believe his holy hand 
was underneath through all my sickness; and altho' 
his ways are often in the deeps and past finding out, 
yet his mercies are still extended, though sometimes 
mixed with judgment Pethaps I have suffered this 
affliction not altogethfer for myself, but on account of 
some others; ^nd I hope it will not be easily forgot- 
ten. My prayers were and are for my dear family, 
that the great Parent of parents may be witb th^m 
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all, and guide them through this vale of tears so that 
their souls may land safe at last." 

<^ I am again favoured to get out to meeting with 
my friends, which I esteem a great favour indeed, 
conferred on me who am one of the least, and often 
think I am not worthy of the least favour. Yet bless- 
ed be' the name of the great Lord and Psirent of the 
children of men, who hath seen meet to visit and re- 
visit me in many ways; it is through his adorable 
help and assistance that I am restored, and he knows 
what is best for us all. If I, a poor creature, had been 
removed out of time, he could raise up many more 
that would be more faithful than I have been in my 
day, age and generation." 

Sarah Wilkins's travels in the ministry and religi- 
ous labours may be briefly noticed, as follows: In 
1804, in company with her husband and Elizabeth 
Kerlin, she visited Friends' families on Inman's beach, 
and attended meetings at Little Eggharbour, Mana- 
hawkin and Bass river; and in the latter end of the 
same year, she was engaged with other Friends in a 
family visit to the members of Evesham and Chester 
meetings. Soon after, she visited families at Woods- 
town; and in 1S05, in company with Sarah Pope and 
John Haines, she was engaged in a family visit to 
the members of the monthly meeting of Rah way; 
also in 1806, she was engaged in a like concern at 
New Hopewell. 

In 1807, in company with Thomas and Lydia Lip- 
pinoott, she attended the Yearly Meeting at Balti- 
more, and thence proceeded to visit the meetings of 
Friendg in the Western country, chiefljr about Red- 
stone and parts of Ohio. At the close of a brief me- 
morandum of this journey, she says> << We arrived at 
30* 
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home the last day of the year 1807, and found all our 
families in good health; for whioh we acknowledge 
ourselves unworthy servants, yet thankful for the 
many favours and preser^irations we met with, and 
grateful to him whose providential care was evident- 
ly over us and our families all the time we were 
from home." 

In 1808, she visited the meetings of Salem Quar- 
ter, having for her companion Hannah Ballinger,wife 
of Levi Ballinger: and in 1809, in company with 
Lydia Lippincott, was engaged in a family visit at 
Mansfield. At a public meeting there on new-year's 
day, she said, "One' year is just gone, another is com- 
ing: is there any improvement in the last year? Let 
us try to improve the present year. The time present 
only is ours — ^let us try to number our blessings" — 
and treated on the great importance of rightly im- 
proving our time. In the monthly meeting, when 
the queries were answered, she spoke of the bad et^ 
fects of pernicious books, and advised that parents be 
careful of their children, and see that they did not 
keep any in their possession, as she believed they had 
a tendency to draw the mind from reading the scrips 
tures and other profitable books. She also spoke re^ 
specting bringing children up in plainness, and ad- 
vised Friends to set their affections on something 
substantial and durable, that will last when time here 
is to us no more. 

In 1811, Sarah 'Wilkins's health is represented to 
have been in a declining state, having a hard cough 
and pain in her breast and shoulders; but feeling de- 
sirous to do jtll she believed was required of her while 
strength was afforded, in the 1 1th mo. she was drawn 
in love to attend the monthly meetings of Byberry, 
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Abington and Horsham; her husband and two daugh- 
ters, Sarah Roberts and Bathsheba Wilkins, accompa- 
nied her. In this journey she was lively in her com- 
munications — being favoured to relieve her mind, so 
that on her return she expressed she felt great peace 
since sh^ had performed this visit. 

Her weakness increased so that she was confined 
to her room much of the spring and summer follow- 
ing; — but sometimes recruited so as to get out to 
meetings and amongst h^r friends; and in the 9th 
month, although feeble, she felt engaged to attend 
the Quarterly meeting at Haddonfield. On her re- 
turn home she was more unwell, and continued to 
decline till 26th of the 9th month, 1S12, when she 
departed this life in the 56th year of her age. 

Rebecca Burr, a minister belonging to the same 
meeting held at Easton, made a visit in 1831 to the 
Quarterly meeting of Shrewsbury and Rahway, and 
all the meetings belonging thereto. She said she had 
felt this concern for years, and came home with the 
reward of peace. She departed this life the 3Sth of 
4th month, 1832. In the time of her last illness, she 
uttered as follows, "O dearest Lord, grant me strength 
and patience to bear all my afflictions with resigna- 
tion to thy holy will. I have done my day's work 
in the day time; it is not now. to be done. Oh! how 
sweet is my heavenly Father's love! I have often 
found it so since I have been confined in this -room, 
when none in the house were awake but myself. — 
Many sweet hours I have spent with my God in^his 
^ckaess, I feel nothing in my way." 
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MEMORIAL 

Of Chvynedd monthly meetings concerning 
Hugh Foulkb. 

We feel concerned to preserve, and give forth the 
following testimony concerning our beloved friend, 
Hugh Foulke, deceased. 

He was the son of Edward and Margaret Foulke, 
members of this meeting, and was born the 21st of 
the 2nd month, 1752, old style. In early life, his 
mind was imbued with that Divine love which leads 
to an earnest desire for the welfare of the human fami- 
ly; and as he yielded obedience to the teachings of 
Truth, he was preserved from many of the hurtful 
customs and vanities which often mislead the minds 
of unstable youth. As he advanced in religious ex- 
perience, he became useful in assisting others, — ^both 
by his counsel and example. He was also qualified 
to be helpful in administering the discipline of our 
religious society; being clothed with that charity and 
meekness which are restoring and salutary. From 
early life till near its close, he was frequently ap- 
pointed on the important concerns of society; in 
which services, his integrity and faithfulness were 
useful and satisfactory. 

During the time of the American revolution, he 
sufiered much on account of his faithfulness in the 
support of our peaceable testimony against war; — 
but he was enabled, n^t only to bear with patience 
and resignation the privations and sufierings that 
were permitted to befall him, — but also, by his ad- 
vice and example, to encourage and strengthen others 
in the support of this righteous testimony. 

He was a diligent attender of our religious meet* 
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ings, both for worship and discipline, and a good ex- 
ample of humble waiting therein. In his conduct 
and deportment, he carefully adhered to the testi- 
monies of Truth, as professed by Friends; and he 
faitlifully laboured for their support, by his endea- 
vours to strengthen and encourage iothers to a like 
dedication. He was an example of plainness in dress, 
in manners, and in furniture. His reading was prin- 
cipally confined to the writings of early Friends, and 
the scriptures of truth ; the frequent perusal of which, 
he was careful to recommend to others. 

The kindness and sweetness of his disposition en- 
deared him much, — not only to those in religious 
fellowship with him, but to others unto whom he 
was known. In bis conversation, he was agreeable 
and instructive, — particularly to young people, who 
generally loved his society, and listened with atten- 
tion to the paternal counsel and judicious remarks 
that were blended with his social converse. Having 
by long experience and faithful dedication tp the dic- 
tates of best Wisdom, acquired a rich fund of valu- 
able information, he was like a " scribe instructed 
unto the kingdom of heaven," — bringing forth out 
of his treasury things new and old. 

For above forty years, he bore a faithful testimony, 
both by precept and example, against the use of api-.- 
rituous liquors. He was one of the first in his neigh* 
bourhood who abandoned the use of them in hay- 
time and harvest. And although in the beginning, 
many difficulties were to be encountered, yet through 
his steadfastness and perseverance, the testimony 
gained ground in the minds of others; and the prac- 
tice of abstaining from the use of them became more 
general. He laboured much on this subject, both 
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publicly and privately; entreating others, particular- 
ly the younger class, not to tamper or meddle with 
that article which is so ruinous in. its eflfects, — so cor- 
rupting to the morals, and debasing to mankind, — 
and the source of so much misery and evil in the 
land. 

He was for many years an elder and member of 
the meeting for sufferings; but towards the close of 
his life, he was released from the latter appointment 
at his own request 

Being a man of sound judgment and strict integrity, 
he had much place in the minds of others, and was 
often usefully employed in the settlement of differ- 
ences in his neighbourhood. And near the close of 
his days, he remarked, that he felt peace in the con- 
sciousness that in his judgment amongst men, he 
had endeavoured to give " righteous judgment*' 

In the year 1816, in consequence of a fall, he be- 
came lame, so as to be confined to his house for sev- 
eral months; but was remarkably patient and resign- 
ed under this affliction. He afterwards recovered so 
much as to be able to attend meetings near home, 
and a few times the Yearly Meeting held in Phila- 
delphia; the last of which was in the year 1829. 

His last illness continued for some weeks; — during 
which, his strength of body gradually declined, but 
the powers of his mind remained unimpaired. The 
day before his decease, he said in a solemn impres- 
sive manner, " I feel perfect peace; and have nothing 
to suffer, but bodily afflictions.'* After a pause, he 
gave directions about sopie of his temporal affairs, 
and then said he felt easy in this respect As his end 
drew near, he was favoured with quiet, peaceful re- 
signation; and his last expressions to those present, 
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were, " Don't be alarmed, if I should drop off sud- 
denly. My end is very near. I am drawing fast to 
a close.'' 

He departed this life, as one falling asleep, on the 
23rd of the 2nd month, 183X, and his remains were 
interred in Friends' burying ground at Gwynedd, on 
the 25th of the same, aged about seventy-nine years. 

We conclude, with desires that his exemplary life 
and peaceful close may be a means of encouragement 
to survivors; — and especially, that the youth may be 
thereby stimulated to "seek first the kingdom of 
God, and his righteousness." 

Signed by direction, and on behalf of our said 
meeting, held the 3rd day of the 1st month, 1833, 
By Alan W. Corson, Clerk. 

Time improved produces peace* 
Resume the pen, and rouse the pensive muse. 
And let not apathy the task refuse, 
The present fleeting moments to engage, / 

And war perpetual with wrong passions wage. 

Guard well the avenues that lead to mind. 
And negative each thought, unless refin'd. 
The proceeds of the unsubjected will. 
With discontent the' peaceful breast may fill. 
Reflect on years and months, and time gone by. 
That faith and hope with patience may supply; 
Number his blessings, and proclaim his praise. 
Whose mercy lengthens with the length of days; 
And, with the mind unfetter'd, meditate 
Upon his glorious works and wisdom great 
His vast creation, — marvellous to view, 
Oft strikes the intellect with something new: 
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But admiration rushing on, in thought, 
Soon finds the power of comprehension short. 

When on my pillow, wakeful in the nighty 
A glittering host attracts my outward sight, 
While through the window I direct my eye, 
To view them sparkling, twinkling, passing by; 
With matchless beauty southward move amain^ 
t^leiades, — ^Orion, — and the starry train. 
How grand yon splendid orbs move round the pote^ 
Far north, — yet heaven's King directs the whole. 
Now mark the order — when the day-light breaks^ 
And drowsy Creatures from their slumbers wake^ 
The sun displays such brilliant rays of light, 
As puts the midnight darkness all to flight; 
The beauties of the present world reveals, — 
The forests, meadows, and the fruitful fields; 
Regales the senses all with new delight, 
The hearing, tasting, smelling, touch and sight* 

Oh ! may the Holy Spirit more revive, 
And keep the inward senses all alive: 
The soul immortal then will not decay, 
Tho' human nature fail and die away. 
Wilt thou, Lord of lords, and King of kingS^ 
Unseal the fountain, — open living springs, 
To cheer the dreary wilderness when sad, 
And make the solitary places glad: 
On thirsty lands when living water flows^ 
The desert buds and blossoms as the rose. 
Thy providence preserved thy prophet, when 
In Babylon they cast him in the den; 
The lions' mouths were shut, because in him 
Was innocency found without a sin. 
So keep thy faithful children every where, 
Protect from dangers and each hidden snare. H. 
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MEMORIALS. 

In the year 1782, the Yearly Meeting of Friends 
held in Philadelphia adopted the following query, 
as an improvement of one of similar import, agreed 
to in 1755: "What ministers and elders deceased, 
and when; and what memorials concerning them, or 
other deceased Friends which may be profitable to 
survivors?" This was called an Annual Query, and 
an answer was required to be given by each monthly 
and Quarterly meeting annually. The object appears 
to have been the profit of survivors; an object which 
the society of Friends has ever held as an important 
one. The advancement of truth and righteousness, 
and the spiritual welfare of its members, are primary 
objects of a Yearly Meeting of Friends: and by va- 
rious institutions, orders, advices and means, the so- 
ciety has endeavoured to promote them. So long 
since as the year 1760, the Yearly Meeting in New 
England recommended " to Quarterly and monthly 
meetings, to appoint suitable Friends to collect Me- 
morials of the living services and dying sayings of 
ministers, elders and other Friends, whose lives were 
remarkable for true piety and faithfulness." The 
Yearly Meetings of Baltimore, Ohio and Indiana de- 
clare, that " to commemorate the lives of the righte- 
ous, is a tribute due to their memory, and may prove 
Vol. XL— 31 
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an incentive to the living to follow softer their vir- 
tues/* 

We have been induced to collect these views and 
conclusions of the society, as adopted by the above 
Yearly Meetings on this continent, in order to satis* 
fy ourselves of the principles and motives which op* 
erated to introduce the custom of preparing memo* 
rials for deceased Friends, as documents of the so- 
ciety. Incentives to follow virtuous examples may 
be as useful to the members of society, especially the 
youth, at this as at any former period. Survivors 
may be profited by recording the " living services'* 
and dying expressions of those who have travelled 
the same probationary path. Whence is it, then, 
that so few of these memorials of deceased Friends 
have been prepared and communicated for the bene* 
fit, help and encouragement of survivors? 

From a memorandum made by a concerned Friend 
who attended the Yearly Meeting in Philadelphia, 
in the year 1790, we learn that a large number of 
Memorials were produced and read in that meeting: 
" the reading of which,'* the writer remarks, " put 
me in mind of our neglect concerning'* several de- 
ceased Friends, whose names were mentioned. This 
"neglect" may have grown into a society habit — 
while the substance and principles of the discipline 
remain unchanged. 

We wish not to encourage any thing like etdogiz- 
ing the dead, or garnishing the sepulchres of the 
righteous; — we do not desire their characters and 
actions, however excellent, to be held up to view by- 
way of oiftentation, or mere honour to their memories. 
We believe the true respect to departed virtue, is ren- 
dered by following their examples who have stnig- 
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gled through the toUs and trials of life, and " kept 
the faith *' unto the end. We consider with the poet, 
He mourns the virtuous dead, who lives as they de- 
sired. 

Since the year 1790, though a considerable num- 
ber of valuable memorials have been written, and 
some of them published, yet a much larger number 
of ministers, elders and other Friends, have gone 
from works to rewards, whose examples, whose ^^livr 
ing services and dying sayings," might have been 
profitable to survivors, had the original concern of 
society been kept alive, and monthly meetings or in- 
dividual members, been faithful in the discharge of 
their duties on this subject But how many of these 
have passed away, and their works, said labours of 
love, and instructive examples, together with their 
memories, seem fast passing into oblivion! Where 
is a record of the life and religious character, and 
conspicuous usefulness in society, of a Rebecca Jones, 
of Philadelphia? Where shall we inquire for a me- 
morial concerning Huson Langstroth, Sarah Harri- 
son and others of the ssCme city? Where are written 
testimonies concerning Benjamin Clark, Rebekah 
Wright, John Tatum, and many others in New Jer- 
sey? We might pursue the inquiry in relation to 
many public characters of whom we have heard or 
read; but there are doubtless many examples of "liv- 
ing services," of upright walking, of reformed live5, 
and of " dying sayings," or testimonies to the re- 
deeming, preserving power of Truth, among those 
in more obscure paths of life, — among those who 
were struggling through the toils and trials of this 
probationary scene, and among children and youth. 
Why are not these, more frequently held up to the 
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view of survivors? Leaving this and the preceding 
questions for others to answer who feel concerned 
for the real welfare of society, we introduce the fol- 
lowing 

MEMORIAL 
Ftwn Maktfitld monthly meetings in Bucks coun-- 
tjfy Pennsylvania^ concerning William Taylor. 
• This our beloved friend was bom in the year 1774, 
of respectable parents, Timothy and Sarah Taylor, 
who both deceased while he was young. In the early 
part of his life, he participated in some of the amuse- 
ments of the day, yet he sustained among his friends 
and acquaintances the character of an innocent young 
man. About the twenty-second year of his age he 
was thrown from a horse, by which one of his legs 
was broken, so that he never recovered from lame- 
ness. This dispensation of afSiction, which confined 
him nearly a year, was, through the efiectual work- 
ings of the Lord's power, sanctified to him, and 
brought him a humble suppliant at the throne of Di- 
vine grace, where like Jacob he entered into cove- 
nant with a covenant-keeping God. 

In the year 1802, he entered into the marriage 
covenant with Anna, the daughter of Jonathan and 
Elizabeth Eirkbride, and setUed in the village of 
Dolington, near this meeting; where he honestly and 
usefully followed the business of a country merchant, 
conscientiously avoiding the trade in spirituous li- 
quors, or in anywise using them as a drink. Thus 
following the apostle's excellent doctrii^e, to be *'dili- 
gent in business, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord,** 
he was blessed in his labours; and, growing in grace, 
and increasing in obedience and dedication to the 
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manifestations of Truth, he was prepared for the 
work of the ministry, so that about the thirty-fourth 
year of his age he was called to bear a public testi- 
mony to the efl5cacy of that Power with which he 
had been baptized; and in self-abasement he gave up . 
to the heavenly vision. His preaching was not with 
enticing words of man's wisdom, but in the simpli- 
city and power of Truth. Having received a gift in 
the ministry, he was careful to exercise it to the 
honour of the great Giver; and not running into 
words without life, his ministry was preserved pure 
and edifying. 

He was a sincere lover of peace and unity, and en- 
deavoured to promote them on all occasions, and when 
he discovered a breach he laboured privately for the 
restoration of harmony. He was an advocate for the 
discipline and order established amongst us, and was 
careful when a concern arose in his mind with clear- 
ness to pay a religious visit, to lay his prospect be- 
fore his friends for their consideration and concur- 
rence, — esteeming the unity of his christian brethren 
next in importance to, and in such cases inseparably 
connected with, the Divine approbation. 

He was very useful in meetings for discipline, es- 
pecially in treating with oiOfenders, his mind being 
covered with that charity which is the clothing of 
the redeemed soul ;: — holding out this important view, 
that the end and design of christian discipline was 
not only to preserve the society sweet and clean, but 
to restore the lost sheep of the house of Israel: hence 
he was prepared to meet the returning prodigal, 
though he might seem afar ojQf, and to ojQfer him en- 
couragement and consolation. Thus the Divine light 
that was graciously vouchsafed him, not being hid 
31* 
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under a bed, nor under a bushel, — ^but placed upon a 
candlestick, it gave light to them that were around 
hini, commanding the lore and respect of his neigh- 
bours of other denominations, and more especially of 
his friends, by whom he was employed in important 
services, which he performed with punctuality, dili- 
gence and care. As a husband, he was loving and 
faithful; as a parent, tender and affectionate; being 
concerned to bring up his children in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord; as a neighbour, be was 
kind and obliging: thus adorning his christian pro- 
fession as an example of the believers in faith, in 
patience, and in purity. 

Observing the rapid increase of that cloud which 
had for some time hung over our society, this our 
beloved friend was brought, with many of his cotem- 
poraries, to weep as between the porch and the altar, 
and in humble supplication to adopt the language, 
" Spare thy people, Lord, and give not thy heritage 
to reproach.^ ^ He saw with deep sorrow the division 
that was taking place in our religious society, and an- 
ticipated as a consequence the scattering of the flock. 
At this awful crisis he was brought under close trial 
and exercise; and being sincerely concerned to know 
the will of the great Head of the church, he was im- 
pressed with the necessity of supporting the princi- 
ples and testimonies V)f our early Friends, who were 
concerned to guard against the two extremes to which 
the militant church has ever been exposed, — an anti- 
christian domination on the one hand, and an irre- 
sponsible independence on the other. Beiqg con- 
firmed in these views he continued closely united 
with the body of Friends, and was peculiarly ser- 
viceable at that trying period, — ^not only withip the 
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limits of the Quarter to which he belonged, but (un- 
Aer the appointment of the Yearly Meeting) to meet- 
ings without those limits where Friends were in dif- 
ficulty. 

His health was evidently on the decline for more 
than a year before his decease, and for several months 
previous to that event he was confined pretty much 
at home, though he was enabled to attend the particu- 
lar meetings for worship and discipline to which he 
belonged. The last meeting he attended was the 
Quarterly meeting for ministers and elders, held at 
Buckingham in the month preceding that on which 
he died; but he was taken so unwell at that time, as 
to be unable to attend the general Quarterly meeting 
held the next day; he therefore returned home. The 
day after his return he was about, and seemed pretty 
comfortable until towards evening, when he grew 
worse; after which he did not leave his ropm. On 
the evening of the 29th of 5th month he was seized 
with a paralytic affection, so that afterwards he had 
very little if any use of his left side; his speech was 
also considerably affected by it— ^but at times he could 
speak intelligibly. He sometimes seemed desirous 
to be released, but often expressed that though his 
sufferings were great he was willing to wait the right 
time. He several times desired to see his children 
together, and at one time gave them some directions 
relating to his temporal concerns; after which it did 
not appear that such concerns in any degree occu- 
pied the attention of his mind. He advised his chil- 
dren to be diligent in attending religious meetings; 
and gave them other profitable counsel, telling them 
also, they knew he had not put off giving them in- 
struction till he was on a death-bed. During the 
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greater part of the time of his illness, he could not 
express much at once that could be understood, but 
from what could be gathered, his mind appeared to 
be filled with praise and thanksgiving to the Giver 
of every good and perfect gift. He frequently said, 
"All is well." 

He quietly departed this life on the 1 6th of the 
6th month, 1831, in the fifty-seventh year of his age, 
and was interred in Friends* burying ground at 
Makefield, on the afternoon of the 17th, attended by 
many connexions and friends. 

Signed on behalf, and by direction of the aforesiaid 
meeting, 11th month 10th, 1831, 

By Stephen Twining, > pj^^j^^ 
Ann LiLotd, > 

Read and approved in Bucks Quarterly meeting, 
held the 23rd of the 2nd month, 1832, and signed 
by direction thereof. 

By John Watson, > Klerks. 

Anna Richardson, > 

The follotoijig account of William Taylor was 
furnished by his brother. 
" William Taylor, after the death of his father, and 
when quite young, went to a Latin achooL After 
which he was placed in Philadelphia at a hardware 
store. Then went apprwitice to Jonathan Palmer to 
learn the carpenter business. After this he was em- 
ployed in the store of Mahlon MilniMr, at Fallsing-* 
ton — and during this time he had his leg badly frae* 
tured by being thrown from a horse. He lay some 
time, under great discouragement and distress — ^but 
was at length restored to health, though never free 
from lameness.'' 
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These circumstances taken in connexion with his 
(nphan state, remind us of the concern and care of 
early Friends, who in accordance with the advice of 
George Fox, extended a christian and sympathetic 
care over the youth that were left fatherless and 
motherless. George Fox wrote an epistle to Friends 
on this subject, in which he says, " Let every Quar- 
terly meeting make inquiry through all the monthly 
and other meetings, to know all Friends that are 
widows or others that have children fit to put out to 
apprenticeships. This being done in your Quarterly 
meetings, ye will have knowledge through the coun-* 
ty in monthly and particular meetings, of masters 
fit for them, and of such trades as their parents or 
you desire, or the children are* most inclined to. — 
Thus, being placed out to Friends, they may be 
trained up in Truth; and by this m^ans, in the wis- 
dom of God, you may preserve Friends^ children in 
the Truth, and enable them to be a strength and a 
help to their families.'* 

This advice was sent to all the Quarterly meetings 
in England, and the subject appears tQ have formed 
an important item of the business of those meetings. 
Very important to the welfare of fatherless children, 
to feel the efiects of the sympathy and tender care of 
society on their behalf. Important also to parents, 
in the satisfaction and co/ifidence they would feel, 
that when their heads were,laid in the silent grave, 
their tender ofispring would be thus cared fir by the 
society, and placed among Friends, where they would 
be trained up and preserved in the Truth. In the 
early settlement of Friends in this country, we find 
by their records a similar care exercised by Quarter- 
ly and monthly meetings. But in the lapse of years, 
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this Quarterly meeting business and christian care 
seem to have been lost or discontinued; and hence 
orphans are frequently subject to exposures and diffi- 
culties, and changes, that are very unfavourable to 
their moral and religious improvement; and society 
appears to have too little official care or control over 
them. It is true a clause in one of our queries inquires 
whether Friends' children are placed among Friends? 
This is considered as alluding to apprenticeships, and 
the vague answers sometimes given, say '^ none since 
last account,' ' — or make exceptions of so many dur- 
ing the year past In Philadelphia Yearly Meeting 
the number is upwards of twenty annually. As to 
pther occasions of minor children being placed from 
among Friends, and exposed to examples and liber-i^ 
ties inconsistent with the discipline of Truth, socie^ 
ty appears to exercise very little care or control. 

The Yearly Meeting has advised Friends "to 
bring up their children to habits of industry, placing 
them with sober and exemplary members of the so- 
ciety for instruction in such occupations as are con- 
sistent with our religious principles and testimonies.'' 
It has also advised " that those whose circumstances 
may furnish with ability for instructing in useful 
and suitable employments the children of members 
who are in situations less affluent, may receive them 
into their families upon terms so moderate and equi- 
table, as to remove every plausible reason for placing 
them with those not in membership with us." How 
for these christian principles ^are exerting a beneficial 
influence in society, is a subject worthy of the deep 
consideration of those who feel an interest in the wel- 
fare of the rising generation, and th^ prosperity of the 
cause of Truth and righteousness in the earth. 
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rJohn Simpson^ 3 Letter to Nathaniel Sisson* 

Respected friend^ — I received thy very acceptable 
letter of the 30th of the 5th month, 1809: and it was 
joyful to my dear wife and myself to hear of thy re- 
covery ; and as to thy trials, think it not strange; for 
from the days of righteous Abel until now, the faith* 
ful have trod one path, even a tribulated one. "He 
that believeth and is baptized^ shall be saved/' I ful* 
ly believe that the enemy of our souls' happiness is^ 
in this day of ease, striving to deceive poor Christen- 
dom, and make them believe a lie, — that is, that they 
may become christians wHhout baptism; and sick- 
ness and affliction are often the way by which poor 
mortals are led into it 1 have often thought, there 
seemed a providential hand in thy coming into our 
company; and the longer we were together, the more 
near thou felt to us. It seems a great part of my 
service, when abroad, to have solemn sittings in fami- 
lies, which was a common thing among Friends some 
years ago; and as Truth revives, this will also revive 
among us again. I was often made glad in believing 
thou hadst a ssense thereof; i^nd was, at times, help- 
ful in promoting this great and good work. 

As it was my lot in the morning of my day, to 
get into Friends' company some months in a religious 
travel, it seemed to me like a door opened into hea- 
ven, — and afforded me a more clear sight of things, 
and especially of my own state and condition, than 
ever I had had before : — so much so, that I entered 
into solemn covenant to devote my life to the Lord's 
service: which I hope may be thy case also. And 
notwithstanding we are not all called to one particu- 
lar service, we are all called to watchfulness and pray- 
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er, and to bring up our families in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord: so that I hope thou and thy 
beloved helpmate will daily seek to the Lord for 
wisdom to fit and qualify you for this so great work* 
And although it may be lawful to seek for settle- 
ments for ourselves and our children; yet most as- 
suredly, daily experience teaches us that food and 
raiment is all man can use in this world: and Jacob 
prayed for no more. Agur also prayed to have nei- 
ther riches nor poverty, but for food convenient 

My belief is that as man was put into the garden 
to dress it and to keep it, — to be industrious and 
frugal, — he never can have a better situation in this 
life, than in being in some suitable business; — ^for 
which he is marvellously made, — and his hands are a 
most valuable portion. It is the duty of parents to 
direct the little hands of their children, in an early 
period of life, to suitable business; — like the virtuous 
woman that arose early, and gave meat to her house^ 
hold, and a portion to her maidens, and looked well 
to the ways of her household, so as not to eat the 
bread of idleness. For the apostle certifies that those 
who provide not for their own household, are worse 
than infidels. Those who have great riches may see 
the truth of our blessed Lord^s words,— "How hard- 
ly shall a rich man enter the kingdom of heaven!'' — 
" For, the kingdom of heaven is within you;" a cer- 
tain heavenly, quiet habitation, where true prayer is 
to be made in humility of heart; — and where the 
riches of this world make a hard work to press 
through. For it often happens that the riches of gold 
and silver exalt the mind; — as well as the riches of 
many talents, and also of much letter learning: — 
without deep humility, all have the same tendency^ 



d by Google 



TO NATHANIEL SISSON. 373 

and yet men having those riches, might be truly use- 
ful in the world, if they would keep humble. Be- 
hold how soon little children that are improperly in- 
dulged feel the hardness of this work! their little 
minds are so early set up, that it is hard to learn 
submission, which ought to be their first lesson; — 
also how hard it is for them to put their hands to 
labour, which is beneficial for their health; for idle 
undisciplined young people often do not enjoy the 
common comforts of life and health, neither do we 
see them so useful in the church: we need not there- 
fore marvel at Solomon's choice, or his advice to 
train up a child in the way he should go. 

Now may thy dear children remember their Crea- 
tor in the days of their youth, and honour their fa- 
Uier and mother; so that their days may be long in 
the land which the Lord their God giveth them. — 
For as the land of promise produced milk and honey, 
so obedience in dear children nourishes and sweetens 
their minds; so that as they grow in years, they grow 
in grace and the saving knowledge of the Lord. 

Dear friend, carefully attend to this holy command, 
Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve. Be diligent in the attendance of 
religious meetings, both on first^iays and week-days; 
therein to wait on the Lord, remembering that he 
knows the secret thoughts of the heart. And as the 
first-day of the week is set apart by the laws of our 
land for the rest of our bodies, and the worship of 
Almighty God, so Friends have ever been willing to 
yield obedience to this law. The sorrowful fruit of 
straggling abroad on first-days, caused me to labour 
without fainting with my children; and their obedi- 
ence was truly joyful: for there is no greater joy than 
Vol. XI,r-32 
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to see the childi*en walking in the Truth. Although 
for a time I seemed to be much alone in this matter, 
yet now it is closely recommended by our Yearly 
Meeting; — and I mention it to thee and thine in faidi 
and hope that it ma]^ strengthen your hands also. — 
Thus I close this letter in love, and remain thy sure 
friend, 

John Simpson. 
S0thof6thnonth,1809. 



A FEW WORDS 
Of Counsel and Advice sent to the Yeaiiy Meeting 
in 1793, by Huson Langstroth, who. then lay sick 
of the yellow fever, of which he died shortly after. 

To the Yearly Meeting now sitting in Phila-- 
delphicu 

Dear friends, — As times and seasons are in the 
Lord's hand, and the time present is only ours, it 
becomes needful that we improve it te his honour 
and the making of our own peace. Under these con- 
siderations, I have felt my mind clothed with fervent 
desires that you rilay be preserved on the sure foun- 
dation, in that stability and firmness which dignifies 
such a Meeting; — and that youtnay humbly wait for 
the openings of Divine counsel in all your delibera- 
tions on the important concerns that wiH necessarily 
come before you; guarding against impatience and 
haste that may frustrate the great work which many 
of you as with your lives in your hands have assem- 
bled here to promote. Remembering that the few 
who went with Gideon by right direction, accom- 
plished the Lord's purpose; so have I seen that if 
you are preserved under the power which evident- 
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ly manifested itself in the gathering of this present 
Meeting, you will be enabled to make an advance* 
ment in that noble testimony against the destructive 
use of spirituous liquors, by adopting the proposal 
that was made two years ago, of not employing in 
the affairs of Truth such as are engaged in importing, 
distilling, or retailing those liquors, neither to re- 
ceive' any of their money as subscriptions to society 
purposes. By this course they would be suspended, 
till Friends were furnished with a right sense of the 
next step. I believe this is a testimony that the 
Lord will carry through and over all the haughty 
spirits that seem to be as it were defying the authori- 
ty of the Yearly Meeting, as manifested by their 
conduct 

I feel near sympathy with you; and notwithstand- 
ing I am unexpectedly confined by sickness, yet I 
can say for your encouragement, that the Lord hath 
made my bed for me in quietness and stillness; and 
hath removed from me all those anxious fears with 
which the minds of so large a number seem to be 
tossed at this tiihe; yea, tossed and not comforted. 
So that I seem to want nothing but a heart more 
deeply sensible of the great Idve and condescension 
of Him who (I have sometimes believed) hath called 
me out of darkness into his marvellous light. 

I also feel some anxious desires that you may be 
enabled to seek after that which will qualify you to 
hand down something to our absent ttrethren and 
sisters, that may tend, through the Divine blessing, 
to settle their mipds, and engage them in a deep 
searching of heart, that so they naay discover the 
hkklen things of dishonesty and be purged from all 
their secret fiuilts. The Lord is on his way to carry 
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on and perfect his good work; and blessed are they 
that are found faithful unto death, for they shall in- 
herit that crown of life which' he hath laid up for 
them; yea, and for all those who diligently seek and 
serve him in singleness and uprightness of heart. 

HusoN Langstroth* 
Philadelphia, 24th of 9th mo. 1793. 

A few days after writing the foregoing address, 
Huson Langstroth departed this life, and his remains 
were speedily interred in Frien/Js^ burial ground in 
Philadelphia; such being the statie of things in that 
city during the prevalence of the yellow fever, that 
it Was thought very few of his numerous friends and 
neighbours were informed of the circumstance till 
after the interment. Of Huson Langstroth it was said 
in a short obituary notice, that although his name was 
but little known to some of his fellow citizens, yet h^ 
was particularly endeared to the society of Friends^ 
of which he was a worthy member^ He was a man 
who, though destitute of the advantages of a common 
school education, was endued with a sound judgment, 
a clear und^standing, and a pleasing manner of ad- 
dress in social conversation — but above all, he was 
eminently qualified as a preacher of the gospel, his 
ministry being attended with a baptizing power and 
great energy. A brief account of his coming among 
Friends in early life, was published in Friends' Mis^ 
cellany, vol;' 2, page 35, followed by an essay which 
he wrote and which had been printed, called a Watch* 
word to Friends. He wrote several other short essays, 
as his mind was impressed with religious concern 
for the piromotion of righteousness and truth amongst 
maAkind. Aniong these, his Reflections on £duca- 
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tion, published in vol. 4 of thi» work, maaiifest hi* 
deep interest ia the welfare of society, which appear* 
to have continued to his close. We are not aware 
that any testimony or memorial was ever prepared 
by the society, nor by any of his friends, and have 
therefore been induced to preserve the foregoing es- 
says and notices concerning him. It is thought, he 
was little more than thirty years of age when he 
died. His last address to the Yearly Meeting shows 
the calm and tranquil state of his mind at that awful 
period, and furnishes an evidence that he closed in 
peace. 



MEMOIR OF ANN HAMPTON. 

•/f Testimony from Horsham monthly meeting 
concerning Ann Hampton. 

She was the daughter of Jeremiah and Grace Croas- 
dale of Middletown, Bucks county, and was born the 
18th of the 1 1th motith, (January) 1730-31. Under 
the pious care of her parents, and through the visita* 
tions of Divine grace extended to her, she became ac- 
quainted with the seasoning virtue of Truth. As she 
was made willing to submit to the cross of Christ, 
and to follow him in the way of his leadings^ she was 
preserved from many of the follies and vanities inci- 
dent to youth. 

In the year 1748, she was married to John Hamp- 
ton, of Wrightstown, Bucks county ; and having a 
large family of children, sdie was careful to bring 
them up in habits of plainness and industry. Her 
hufbttid departed this life in the 9tb mo^ 1775; aoine 
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time after which she appeared in the ministry, and 
being faithful, she grew in her gift, and was sound in 
doctrine, accompanied with a degree of heart tenderl- 
ing authority. She travelled at sundry times in di- 
vers parts of the adjacent provinces, with Friends^^ 
approbation, and was often engaged in the service of 
visiting families to good satisfaction. 

She removed within the compass of Horsham 
monthly meeting in the year 1792; and some time 
after,- bodily infirmities began to increase upon her;^ 
yet her zeal for the cause of Truth and righteousness, 
did not abate. She was a diligent attender of our re- 
ligious meetings both for worship and discipline, and 
a lively example when there, by humbly waiting for 
the arising of the power of Truth ; not being forward 
in her public appearances. 

In the time of her last illness, she was much a£Oiict- 
ed with bodily pain, which she bore with exemplary 
patience and resignation. She was often concerned 
that her children might bd preserved in obedience to- 
the manifestations of Divine grace; and at one time, 
after speaking of the example of Christ, how he often- 
retired from the multitude into the mountains and- 
solitary places, and spent much of his time in prayer 
and meditation, — she exhorted her children often to 
retire to the place of prayer, and to delight in inward 
retirement of mind. 

At another time, when a friend was sitting by her^. 
she appeared to be in supplication to the Lord^ but 
with such a low voice that many words could not be 
understood. Some time after she said, " Oh! the se- 
vere pain that I feel; but if it will hasten this poor 
tabernacle one step towards the grave, what matter, 
if I can but be preserved in the patience until the end 
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comes, when my soul may be at rest in the enclosure 
of that quiet habitation, where there will be no more 
saying, I am sick.'^ 

At another time, she said, " O Lord, shake, terri- 
bly shake all the delights of this world, and turn the 
people's hearts more and more to seek thy truth/^ 
She then spoke a few words setting forth the good- 
ness of the Lord, and added, " death ! where is thy 
sting? grave! where is thy victory? where there is 
no fear there is no sting/' Some time after she said 
to her daughter, " Give me up; — let me go, and do 
not hold me — I must go — I have given up the world 
and all that is therein, and -am fulty resigped to leave 
if At another time when in much bodily pain^ she 
said, " thou that hast been with me in six troubles, 
leave me not in the seventh." 

She often appeared to be offering up praises and 
thanksgivings to the Lord, and through all her af- 
flictions of body, she appeared to be firmly fixed on 
the immoveable rock, Christ Jesus, and her hope and 
confidence unshaken, that there was a place of rest 
prepared for her among the righteous; into which we 
doubt not she is entered. 

She departed this life in love and unity with her 
friends and neighbours, on the 28th of the 1st month, 
1796, aged sixty -five years; and was interred in 
Friends' burying ground at Byberry, on the 31st of 
the same, at which time a solemn meeting was held. 

In a rough draft of a testimony concerning Ann 
Hampton, it is represented that her ministry waa 
sound and edifying, and that she was careful to speak 
in the life and power of Truth; sometimes observing 
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that ^< it was a great matter to Ildow when to apeak 
and when to keep silence.^' It is further said that 
in the exercise of her gift she was not desirous to be 
seen or heard of men^ but when she felt a renewed 
qualification to stand forth and proclaim the gospel 
message, she was not afraid of men, nor ashamed of 
the simplicity of Truth. She was steadfast in her 
principles, and not easily moved nor carried away 
with new things. When the fanaticism of Jemima 
Wilkinson made much noise, and drew away a num- 
ber of unstable minds, she appeared to see through 
the deception, and to continue firm in adherence to 
the fundamental principle of our profession, — ^the ma- 
nifestation of the spirit in the mind of man, as the 
infallible and sure guide to truth and happiness. 

Though her natural temperament of mind was live- 
ly and cheerful, and her conversation and deportment 
generally in accordance with her views that true re- 
ligion did not lead into a gloomy path, yet she had 
seasons of deep baptism of spirit^ and inward exercise 
of mind, that were sometimes marked on her coun- 
tenance: — though she seldom made these the subject 
of conversation with others, or indulged in a gloomy 
or complaining disposition. Once on returning from 
meeting, she asked her grandson whether there was 
such a text of scripture as this, " I had fainted, unless J 
had believed.^' By turning to the bible and carefully 
searching its contents (for no concordance was acces- 
sible or much known in those days) the expressions 
of the psalmist were shown her, and appeared to be 
descriptive of the state of h&c mind, by some hiftts 
she then dropped. 

With her intimate and elder sister, Grace Town- 
send, ahe was particularly united in a congeniality of 
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feeling, as well as of religious experience. Their 
minds seemed prepared for rightly estimating this 
world as a state of probationary preparation for a 
better and higher scene of spiritual enjoyment. — 
Hence their conversation on the dissolution of the 
animal body, and their prospects of a happy immor^ 
tality, were without anxious fears, and evidently in- 
fluenced by a well grounded hope of acceptance with 
Him who knew the sihcerity of their hearts. Death 
indeed appeared to have no terrors, but to be viewed 
as the avenue fVom this state of being to another far 
more glorious. 

Although in the preceding testimony, it is stated 
that she was preserved in early life from much folly 
and vanity, there does not appear to have been any 
thing that was gloomy in her composition. She was 
naturally lively and active in her disposition, quick in 
her perceptions, and discriminating in her judgment* 
She was married before she attained the age of eigh- 
teen; and manifested the qualifications of maturity in 
the prudent management of her domestic concerns; 
her children also w^ere early instructed in habits of 
industry, economy and order. After the decease of 
her husband, she was housekeeper for Thomas Wil- 
son of Bucks county, whose wife, then recently de- 
ceased, was her sister. She continued there near two 
years; dui^ing which time, she first appeared in the 
ministry at Middletown meeting. About this period, 
her mind appears to have had its humbling exercises, 
and was gradually centring in devotion to the unfold-^ 
ings of Divine truth; so that she advanced in her gift 
of gospel ministry, to the satisfaction of her friends. 
In attending to the openings which presented, she 
was concerned to travel in religious visits to Friends. 
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abroad; once thro' New Jersey, as she e^>ress8d it, 
from Cape May to Ihe Drowned Lands — also to Ma- 
ryland, Virginia and Carolina, in company with Han- 
nah Wilson and William Matthews. In this journey 
she was from home almost a year, and attended near- 
ly all the meetings of Friends southward. 

Small incidents sometimes develope the character 
af an individual, and show the christian feelings of a 
humble mind intent on doing good. Thus, in the 
conduct of Ann Hampton, when abroad travelling in 
the service of Truth, she was mindful of the donaes- 
tlcs, or those employed in the labours of the kitchen. 
In order to obtain their company or mingle with 
them in mental feeling, she would frequently, after 
dinner, retire to the kitchen to smoke her pipe. — 
Here she would enter into familiar converse with the 
girls, and thus find opportunities for extending judi- 
cious counsel, admonition or caution, as she might 
feel her mind engaged. 

Although Ann Hampton used tobacco for smok- 
ing, and the practice was common in those days, 
with both men and women, in long stemmed pipes 
imported from England, — yet she did not appear to 
be a slave to it She considered that " the earth is ihe 
Lord's and the fulness thereof;'* that he has given 
the herbs and plants for our use; and that as she found 
a medicinal benefit from the moderate use of this 
plant, it was proper to avail herself of it. If her 
practice of smoking was, by her feeling and thought- 
ful mind, converted into an occasion- for more mi- 
nutely entering into sympathy with^the minds of 
that useful class of l^er fellow probationers wIhosq 
province is to wash dishes, and other kitchen em- 
ployments, she may be held excused, even if tiie use 
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of the tobacco pipe was not alwaya essential' to her 
heakh and bodily comfort. 

When not engaged in religious services abroad, 
she frequently visited her children and friends in a 
social way. In conversation, her observations were 
striking, lively and appropriate, and people of intel- 
ligence and reflection were much interested in her 
discourse: — as an observer once remarked of her, — 
" She was a woman of good sense— qualified by re- 
ligion.^' During the time she was a member of By- 
berry meeting, she engaged with other Friends in a 
&mily visit to the members of Horsham monthly 
meeting: hut her public appearances in the ministry 
were not frequent, and she was generally brief, rare- 
ly occupying more than ten or fifteen minutes; for 
it was her care to close in the life. 

The following letter from her mother, who was 
also a Friend in the ministry much esteemed for her 
purity of life and soundness of judgment, is thought 
worthy of preservation. See account of Grace Croas- 
dale in the Collection of Memorials, page 278. 

Written at London Grove. 

" A few lines to you, my^ dear children, whom I 
have often mourned and prayed for, that the Lord 
might preserve you from falling into the many snares 
of satan; and my concern still remaineth for your pre- 
servation and steady watch against every appearance 
of evil, — so that you may have a good foundation 
when storms may arise. Some of you may meet 
with close trials, either inwardly or outwardly, be- 
fore I shall see you again; therefore prepare yourn 
selves with all your mights, to meet the Refiner in 
the way of his coming; so that you may be enabled 
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to bear all things with resignation to his holy will, 
and daily wait upon his great name, who is forever 
worthy. I^ive in love one with another, and be ready 
to assist one another — and be sure that you let no 
hardness get in, upon any accoufit, neither one to- 
wards another, nor amongst your neighbours with 
whom you dwell — because I know it is an enemy to 
all that is good. My dear love to you all, my dear 
children, .and your companions and children, as if 
n^med one by one. I am middling well in health 
at present, and expect in two days to set off on our 
journey southward, which looketh very close and 
hard work for the flesh: but I think I am resigned 
to the will of God, if I should never see you more. 
The Lord preserve you in his fear. My dear love 
to my friends and fellow creatures. 

Grace Croasdale." 



»-»* 



TO THE MEMORY 

Of Sarah Morris, loho died at Philadelphia^ the 

24th of the lOth mo. 1775. 

^ Ye are thej which have continued witli me in my temptatiiHU, 
ind I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed 
unto me." Luke^ xxii. 26, 2D. 

When suffering virtue from its bands released, 
Puts, on the victor, 'midst its kindred blest, 
Hails the sweet confines of the immortal shore, 
Where sin shall wound, nor pain afflict us more; 
Where frailty ends, — where joy no period knows. 
But perfect bliss shall each probation close; — 
Ah! shall the tear of sorrowing nature shed, 
Our human weakness, — o'er the favoured dead? 
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What? shall we mourn, that exilM souls are free, 
In life divine, and heaven^s own liberty; 
Which oft the captive spirit longed to taste. 
Amidst the perils of this desert waste, 
Whete clouds and storms our trembling feet sur- 
rounds. 
The frailty weakens, and the conflict wounds. 
No; dear departed friend; we will not mourn. 
Nor with our tears defile thy peaceful urn: 
And while triumphant in Messiah's rest, 
In full performance of his promise blest. 
Thy pious labours shall survive thy du^t. 
And glow amidst the annals of the just. 

Zealous and faithful in her Master's cause, 
And form'd to teach Messiah's healing laws: 
Hark! the glad voice, by heaven's command dis- 

play'd. 
To point the path, the feeble pilgrim aid. 
To warn the rash from folly's dang'rous shore. 
Direct the seeking, and the lost explore; 
To cheer her fellow-travellers on the way. 
Revive their hopes, and glad with dawn of day. 
Ready to heal, and cautious to reprove. 
She touch'd the wounded with the hand of love; 
Directed thus, with an enlightened mind. 
The proper portion to each state assigned; 
So flow'd the powerful language of her tongue, 
In soft persuasion, and in reas'ning strong. 
Her noble faith and generous charity. 
From bigot's modes, and superstition free, 
Fix'd her foundation on the gospel plan. 
And grasp'd the whole creation in her span; 
Not dar'd, presumptuous, bar the heavenly road. 
On man her brother, from her father God. 
Vol. XL— 33 
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Her heart benevolent^ with judgment join'd. 
And easy converse, show'd her generous mind: 
Where christian virtues did with social blend, 
And formed the instructor in the cheerful friend. 

Hail favoured soul I admitted to that peace 
Which fears no interruption nor decrease; 
Where souls are victors, — and the storm no more 
RufSes the calm of Canaan^s promised shore. 
Thro' faith's perspective, thus the prospect clears. 
To happier scenes beyond this vale of tears: 
In glory robes frail nature's final hour, 
" Tho' sown in weakness, it is raised in power." 
From doubts remov'd, from every danger free, 
" The mortal puts on immortality/' 
Where each fierce conflict with the foe is o'^er, 
Weakness shall cease, and change be known no more. 
Where the glad spirit in its native clime. 
Beyond each dark vicissitude of time. 
Victorious soars above this earthly clod, 
And shares its triumph with the sons of God- ~ 

Oh! in these blissful seats of love divine. 

May we again the dear lost friend rejoin. 

In holy union, — heavenly raptures raise. 

And join our chorus in the song of praise; 

And while but pilgrims in this desert road. 

Patient submit to every stroke from God. 

Fidelia. 
37th lof 10th month, 1775. 
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tittltrfrom Oliver Paxson to George Churchman. 

New Hope, Bucks county, 16th of 11th ma 1804. 
Beloved friend, — I can freely own the revival of 
the spirit of discipline in our day; and am willing to 
mention a few particulars. Since my remembrance 
many members of our society kept slaves, and some 
of them were in high stations; when a few righteous 
individuals arose with clean hands, such as John 
Woolman, Anthony Benezet, and others that thou 
may remember better than I; these bore a faithful 
testimony against it; and as they abode in the faith 
and the patience, in the labour and travail, the testi- 
mony was advanced, till that evil was done away. — 
The next matter I shall notice was horse racing, or 
rather horse pacing. I have known in my youth di- 
vers in our society that were active members, who 
would mount their fine horses at elections, courts, 
vendues, and other public places, and strain them to 
excel their opponents; and if no wager was laid, no 
censure was passed: and scarcely any rank of the so- 
ciety was clear of being spectators. After a time 
this became the burden of a few, and as they con- 
tinued to bear testimbny faithfully, their hands be- 
came strong, by the uniting of fellow members; so 
that at this day the spectators at horse racing are 
carefully looked after and deadt with. I shall now 
proceed to mention the extraordinary manner in 
which many marriages were conducted; some hav- 
ing Jnvited from one to two hundred people; the 
feasting continuing for two days; and ind<&ed the 
noise, the plays, the foolish talking and jesting, were 
a shame to the christian name. This practice, by an 
honest exercise of christian discipline, is greatly re- 
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formed. The next, ajid probably the last matter I 
shall partiealarize, is the maimer in which our fa- 
thers gathered their harvest; which was by collect- 
ing a large number, perhaps twenty or thirty; many 
of them of dissolute characters; when the rum bottle 
was filled as often as it was emptied; and frequently 
a quart to a man! Oh! the revelling, — the noise, — 
the obscene conversation, — the striving, and the 
waste of grain, — ^the gifts of heaven! These things 
called loudly for the line of discipline to be stretch- 
ed; add this we have taken up also. Harvests with 
us are now gathered with a good degree of temper- 
ance, sobriety, and moderation; and very little ardent 
spirits consumed in the general. Is there not occa- 
sion for the faithful in our day to say as they former- 
ly did, " Thanks be to God who giveth us the vic- 
tory?" 

This last subject leads me to make a few remarks 
on the painful travail the church is in, on account of 
the use and traffic of and in spirituous liquors. It ap- 
pears to me to call for faith and for patience as well as 
labour; for I have been abundantly confirmed in the 
course of my exercises, that the testimony is a righ- 
teous one, and that all those who continue to oppose 
it, will sufier loss. I mean particularly distillers and 
retailers: and Oh! that the rest of the society would 
cleanse their hands from the pollutions of it, by ceas- 
ing from making it in large quantities out of their 
fruit, or making a free use of it in their families or 
fields; for I believe we shall never get on in clearness 
and strength, till the active part of the society, at 
least, are redeemed from the pleasures and the pro- 
fits of it; and here I rest this subject 

I have now taken a view }n a cursory way, of th^ 
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state of our Zion for more than forty years past, and 
what more shall I- say? When I look over thy pre- 
sent condition, thou Society of Quakers, whose 
principles and testimonies above all others I love, I 
see thy depravity is great! Nevertheless, there are 
many righteous in thee, and for the sake ^f these 
thou art spared; and what I desire more than the in- 
crease of corn or cattle, is, that the number of these 
may be increased. And the way to arrive at this 
blessed condition, if my prospect be right, is for the 
parents to burst asunder their bonds of thick clay, 
and the wings of the youth to be clipped. That those 
may shake themselves from the dust of the earth, and 
these put away their ornaments of folly; and all 
unite together in going down to the washing-pool, 
from whence we might be favoured to come up like 
the flocks so beautifully described, all bearing twins, 
and not one barren among us. Then indeed would 
our Zion " become the beauty of nations, and our 
Jerusalem the praise of the whole earth." 

Afl tEou hast been kind enough to give me a short 
account of thy late visit to some remote meetings, I 
was pleased with it; believing such services are ac- 
ceptable to the Master, and edifying to the brethren: 
so I am willing to give thee a short account of mine 
about the same time, in company with my beloved 
friend, William Blakey. We spent about live weeks 
within the compass of New York Yearly Meeting, 
and two in the Jerseys; and as we were concerned 
to keep in the littleness, way was made in the hearts 
of our friends to receive us and our little services 
gladly. Friends in York government are more in 
the ancient simplicity than here, with respect to ex- 
ternals, yet weaknesses were apparent, and a want of 
33* 
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skilful fathers. The spirit of the world, with its com- 
merce and speculation, is making rapid strides among 
the people. Some Friends have heen caught and 
many more are in danger. I had a painful travail on 
this very account among them, fearing they would 
be saying in themselves, as some of old that the apos- 
tle James thus rebuked, " Go to now, ye that say, we 
will go to this or the other city, and tarry there a 
year, and buy and sell, and get gain.'' Not so, saith 
the good man; but '^if the Lord will, we will do this 
or that'' For want of attending to this blessed cri- 
terion, they and we are suflering loss. Divers friends 
inquired after thy welfare with affection; if I remem- 
ber their names, they were Edward Hallock, Richard 
Titus, Thomas Titus,Daniel Dean,and perhaps Esther 
Griffin and Hannah Field. 

Beloved friend,* I am fearful of wearing out thy 
patience^ but bear with me while I relate a little cir- 
cumstance of a negro woman we were in company 
with, who was brought up or lived in a neighbour- 
hood of Friends at the Oblong. She was convinced 
of Friends' principles and applie<il to be received; but 
was put by solely on account of her colour, as we 
were informed. She took it very hard, and was 
greatly distressed; but afterwards joined the Baptists. 
She was then travelling through the country appoint- 
ing meetings, calling the people to repentance and 
amendment of life. Some Friends had heard her, 
who informed us she sat a time in silence, and rose 
under awful solemnity, delivering herself in power- 
ful language; insomuch the audiences were frequent- 
ly broken into tears; which seemed to shake the 
priests in a mortifying degree, and created an alavm 
amongst them and their elders; they not allowing 
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women to preach. We had a solid opportunity with 
this black woman at a friend^s house. I asked her 
if she bad been baptised. She replied, "J submitted 
to it." I then asked her how many baptisms there 
were in the christian church. She said she put no 
dependence on elementary water; she knew there 
was another baptism that cleansed the floor of the 
heart, and under the constrainings of it, she was 
travelling up and down the land, calling mankind to 
amend their ways and their doings; for she clearly 
saw that religion was too much on the tongue and 
lips, an^ that the hearts of the people were far from 
the Lord. My mind was greatly exercised on her 
account, fearing she would not be able to stand the 
trials that await her. We gave her caution and coun- 
sel, such as occurred. 

With the salutation of brotherly loVe, I remain thy 
friend, Oliver Paxson. 



*rjt* 



Thomas Chalkley^s Letter to his wife, 

Tortola, the Ipth of 8th month, 1741. 

My dear, — By this know that I am w^U and safe- 
ly arrived here at governor John Pickering^s, who 
with his spouse are very loving and christian-like 
kind, and received me with hearts full of tender love. 
Yesterday we had a large and satisfactory meeting at 
John Pickering's house, where were many people, 
and divers not of our profession; and I hope I may 
flay that the good hand of the Lord was with us. — 
John's wife and her sister, the wife of one Hunt, ap- 
peared in this meeting, and also my poor self, so that 
many were much affected and broken into tenderness; 
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and I felt some reward in my bosom, in undertaking 
this religious visit There was at this meeting a dear 
young creature, whose father had turned her out of 
doors for coming to Friends' n^eetings, saying he had 
been §t all the charge to buy her fine clothes, and 
taught her to sing and dance; and all for nothing. 

I have no sight of my return as yet; but as soon 
as I have, and have an opportunity, I shall let thee 
know it We had a rough passage'; the wind being 
very high and contrary, with much rain for above a 
week. We were from land to land eighteen days, 
which was no bad passage considering the difficult 
weather. We saw nine sail of vessels in our passage, 
but spoke with none. I have no occasion to boast, 
but was and am thankful that all fear, except the 
fear of the Lord, was taken from me. We left the 
capes of Delaware the 23rd of 7th month and arrived 
here the lOlh of 8th month, being one day turning 
to windward among the isles. Thus I tenderly sa- 
lute thee with all our children and relations as if 
named, and all dear friends every where. Let my 
friends know that I believe myself to be in the way 
of my duty. 

I have my health now better than I have had it for 
several years, which I take to be a great favour from 
Him in whom we live and move (if we live and move 
well) and have our being. 

The governor, his wife and her sister, are dear 
tender hearted Friends, and he seems to be better 
satisfied as to defence since I came, than he was be- 
fore. I understand from the governor that the gen- 
eral hath sent for the warlike arms here, saying, if 
the people were Quakers, they would have no need 
of them; that he should want them at Antigua; and 
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that a good Quaker stood fairer for l\eaven than a bad 
churchman; but he liked his own religion best; and 
if they could trust Providence with their interest, 
they had a right to do what they would with their 
own: and he has still continued John Pickering gov- 
ernor of the island, to the great mortification of all 
the great swords-men. 

Things are yet young and tender here; but we 
hope for a growth as above in the best things. The 
great name of the Most High be praised for his mer- 
ciful visitations; so be it sayeth my soul. 

I have a little more which I cant well omit, and 
this is for those who wear hoops among us. The gov- 
ernor's wife, her two sisters, captain Hunt's wife, 
and the young woman whose father turned her out 
of doors, wore hoops before they were convinced of 
the principles of our friends; but being thoroughly 
convinced, they could wear them no longer; and di- 
vers fine young people have left them ofi* since, 
though they have the same excuse here all the year 
as our girls have in summer. May the great Lord 
of all gird our youth with the girdle of Truth; and 
then they will not need those monstrous, preposter-* 
ous girdles of hoops. I call them monstrous; because 
if Almighty God should make a woman in the same 
shape her hoop makes her, every body would say 
that she was a monster in nature: and they would, 
say truly: so according to this real truth they make 
themselves monsters by art. 

The governor and his kind loving spouse with two 
friends came out of the country to see me this morn- 
ing; they desired their kind loves to be remembered 
to thee, my dear, and to my daughter, and I know 
their love is to Friends. This is an island of as ^at 
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plenty of the country provisions as any in these parts, 
and in times of want it hath supplied divers other ad- 
jacent islands, of which there are many. One of these 
dear friends who have come to see me, in a very 
scarce time when corn was at 6s. per bushel (the 
usual price being 3s.) would take no more, saying he 
would not raise the price since he had plenty; and it 
is very observable that he always has corn, which 
the peoplf take to be a blessing on him because of 
his charity. He is a good Friend, and is now (since. 
I came) about building a meeting-house; he tells me 
he believes it will be money well laid out The gov- 
ernor intends to build another. These are good ex- 
amples. 

I am thy loving husband, 

Thomas Chalkley. 

In less than two weeks after writing the foregoing 
letter, Thomas Chalkley was seized with a fever, 
which in a few days terminated his earthly pilgrim- 
age. He died on the 4th of 9th month, 1741, and 
was buried on the island pf Tortola, aged sixty-six 
years and a half, 



Letter from Edward Stabler, 

Alexatidria, 11th mo. 12th, 1829. 
It is not necessary, my dear friend, to tell thee that 
thy letters always give me pleasure, — thou knowest 
if too well to require the assurance. Independ^ntly 
of the intelligence which beams through them, and 
which is in itself an admirable and highly interest- 
ing object, the marks of vivid and warm affection, 
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the most estimable of all the features of the human 
character, are to me particularly endearing. I admire 
intelligence^ but I love affection. The most per- 
fect state of humanity subsists in those cases where 
both are united by an inseparable marriage, evident- 
ly of Divine appointment, and never dissolved, nor 
deranged, but to the unspeakable disadvantage of the 
household over which they were intended to preside. 
If there be any one instance in which the precept, 
" What God hath joined, let no man put asunder,^' 
is of the utmost consequence to be obeyed, it is this. 
For as Young hath said, " With the talents of an an- 
gel, a man may be a fool;" — and how many lament- 
able instances has the history and observation of 
mankind exhibited, where the intellectual powers of 
the mind have been exclusively cultivated, and its 
affections permitted to run wild — producing mon- 
sters, abounding in intelligence, but divested of good- 
ness. Such cannot be objects of attachment, nor can 
they enjoy or confer happiness. Like the volcano, 
they are bright but destructive — they shine, but their 
light is the harbinger of desolation. On the contrary, 
the history of ignorance, however it may abound in 
affection, is not much less lovely than the former, 
though it must be admitted that.it is not so terribly 
hateful. But where the two subsist in due propor- 
tion, they constitute the most lovely of all objects, 
and produce the largest measure of happiness in all 
relations. To maintain them in this order, and to 
re-call and re-arrange them when they have wander- 
ed, or become disordered, is the noblest employment 
of an intelligent and affectionate being. And for this 
purpose he stands in need of the wisdom and power 
of the Divine nature, to be manifested in him. For 
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H is not less trae^ that the wisdom and power of the 
Deitj are alone capable of maintaining the harmony 
of his creation, than that they were the only adequate 
a^nts in its original formation. 

The precious and lovely family at P. E. are an 
endeared sample of the onion of intelligence with 
pare and ardent affections. I received a letter from 
them at the time of our Yearly Meeting, the first 
part written by our beloved A., the second by A.W., 
and the third by dear I., a rich and. munificent re- 
ward for one that my best affections had dictated and 
sent to them. I have seldom in my life paid a visit 
which gave me more satisfaction than my visit there. 
They all seemed to dwell in an atmosphere where 
my spirit could breathe without obstruction or diffi- 
culty. I was prepared to expect a mental feast among 
them, from some previous acquaintance with I. T. — 
But the reality surpassed the anticipation. 

After our Yearly Meeting, we were highly grati- 
fied by bringing home with us a precious company 
of visitors. They stayed with us from seventh-day 
to the following fifth-day, — ^and the only regret we 
felt, or they occasioned, was when they left us. It 
is a favour of no common magnitude to have such 
friends; — and to enjoy a sweet social intercourse 
with them, is among the most exquisite enjoyments 
in life. And when we look at the causes which 
make them so precious, is it not self-evident that the 
right order and due arrangement of the two great 
families of intellect and affectiouy governed and har- 
monised by divine wisdom and goodness, give them 
all their charms? Thy dear father and mother were 
very acceptably with us at our Yearly Meeting. — 
The remembrance of my kind friends about B. is a 
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constant inmate of my mind, and my^best and kind- 
est wishes are presented to them. But were I to 
go on and particularize them all, I should not have 
room to tell thee, thy dear parents, and brothers and 
sister, how very tenderly and sincerely I am your 
affectionate friend, 

Edward Stabler. ' 

Letter from Edward Stabler, 

Alezundria, 1st month d7tb, 1830. 
We all considered it a favour, my dear young 
friend, to have thy father's very acceptable company 
and religious services among us, — and my family and 
myself had cause to esteem it an especial gratification 
that he made his home with us. But the estimate 
which is formed of the value or importance of public 
religious opportunities, is so low, that in our cities 
particularly, if they are appointed to be held in busi- 
ness hours, the people will not leave their trades and 
merchandise to attend them. Had thy dear father's 
^prospects admitted of his appointing evening meet- 
ings, hundreds would probably have attended, where 
tens only attend the day meetings, I suspect the 
cause of this will be found to be in the force of cus- 
tom and usage. The greater part of religious profes- 
sors have none but evening meetings, except on 
first-days, — they become of course reluctant to con- 
form to any other regulation, especially if it is to be 
done at pecuniary sacrifices. There is, however, a 
consolatory thought which presents itself, in con- 
nexion with the subject: — the Father of mercies is 
omnipresent, and seeks those who will not seek him, 
and makes himself known to them that ask not for 
him; — and it was not peculiar to the first disciples 
Vol. XI.— 34 
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to be called while they were engaged in their secglar 
employments, to follow the << manifestation of Grod 
in tlje flesh;'' they were instances only of an univer- 
sal dispensation to all the members of the human 
family. Of this we are all made sensible << when we 
turn to the right hand, or when we turn to the left,'' 
from the path of innocence and rectitude, by the 
" still small voice" that impresses the mind with- 
out noise, but with irresistible power, showing not 
only the wrong way into which we have turned — 
but clearly demonstrating the right one; — saying, 
"This is the way, walk' in it!" 

My heart is fully prepared to acknowledge the 
great benefit of religious assemblies. But I feel for 
those to whom they seem wearisome — because they 
have in times past been so to me; especially when 
they were silent The mind, in inexperienced life, 
is situated as Zaccheus was, in relation to the blessed 
Jesus. He was desirous to see him, " but could not 
for the press, because he was little of stature." In 
like manner, there are to us many tall interposing 
presentations, while our spiritual stature is small, 
that prevent us from perceiving the Divine manifes- 
tation. And I can recollect with certainty, that many 
times in my youth, when I have gone to meeting, I 
have been anxiously desirous to meet with that con- 
solation and instruction of which I had heard and 
read, — but upon inward inspection, I could only see 
a multitude of other things, over which I was not 
as yet capable of seeing. But I have since perceived 
with clearness, that there is a means of ascending 
above these, as efficient for us, as the sycamore tree 
was for Zaccheus. And the same unchangeable mercy 
and goodness which created the tree, affords to us 
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his " good and perfect gifts/' of which, if we avail 
ourselves, we shall indubitably arise above those ob- 
structions which prevent us from discerning our 
greatest good. They are mentioned by the apostle 
James in beautiful contrast with things of an opposite 
character, in the qualities of the wisdom which is 
from above, that " is first pure, then peaceable, gen- 
tle, and easy to be entreated, — full of mercy and of 
good fruits — without partiality, and without hypocri- 
sy.'^ Each of these is calculated to elevate us higher 
and higher, above the qualities of "the wisdom which 
is from beneath;'' — and these latter qualities consti- 
tute "the press" which hides from our discovery 
the glorious manifestation of Christ within us, — at 
once, the hope and the cause of glory. 

I hope our beloved C. has arrived at her pleasant 
home, with the comfortable experience of increased 
convalescence. She is a precious child, and I enter- 
tain no doubt that it will be well with her, whether 
she remain an inhabitant of time, or become a resi- 
dent of eternity. My best love salutes thy father 
and mother, brother and sister, J. T. and wife, M. 
P. and family, and the dear young woman I saw with 
thee at J.W.'s last fourth month: my affections have 
been attracted to her, every time I have seen or 
thought of her. C. P., his wife and sister, are also 
affectionately remembered, 

I write under the pressure of a severe head-ache 
(rheumatism I suppose) of many days continuance. 
I hope it will furnish some excuse for so poor a let- 
ter to my dear young friend, from her very affec- 
tionate, 

Edward Stabler. 
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IMAGINATION— PREJUDICE. 

As is our state and condition, so things appear to 
us; and according to our view of things so we speak 
of them. It is of vast importance to us to know our 
state to be right, lest we should see things wrong, 
and be deceived; or rather, deceive ourselves. 

In familiar anecdote, we are told of a certain per- 
son in former days who lived within thirty miles of 
Philadelphia till he attained to the age of a man, with* 
out having ever seen the city. PrompteS by curiosi- 
ty or business, he went; and on his return was asked 
how he liked Philadelphia. He said he did not like 
it at all. His reason was asked, on which he declar- 
ed that ^^ every man he saw there was drunk.*' Some 
time after, he went to town a second time, and was 
queried with on his return how he liked it — ;he re- 
plied, *^ Very well, — a fine city." But did he see 
no drunkards there? " Not one," was his reply. But 
how so, when at his first visit all he saw were drunk? 
The fact was, that on his first visit he^ ot intoxicated 
himself, and at the second he kept sober. But as was 
his own condition, so he saw (or thought he saw) 
others. 

So, it is said a person who is affected with the dis- 
ease called jaundice, sees all objects of a yellow co- 
lour — ^because the eye is yellQW. We know also that 
to look through the medium of glasses that are green, 
blue, &c all objects appear to partake of the colour 
of the glass. We speak of things as they i^pear to 
us, seen through the medium of our present state.-^ 
If this state is not a right one we see things wrong, 
though we may think we see correctly. How often 
does an angry man charge anger on his opposer, whea 



Digit^ed 



by Google 



IMAGINATION ^PREJUDICE. 401 

it is in himself, and perhaps in himself only; even as 
the drunken man asserted that all the citizens were 
drunk, when it was only himself. 

" If thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be 
full of light,'^ and in consequence thou wilt see every 
thing clearly. " But if thine eye be evil, thy whole 
body will be full of darkness.^^ He that looks with 
an evil eye on his neighbours, will see, or think he 
sees, much evil in them — and their failings or blem- 
ishes will be magnified in his sight The evil pas- 
sions that rule in his own heart will be charged on 
others, as if to palliate or Screen himself. When 
Adam eat the forbidden fruit he charged the blame 
on Eve, and Eve on the serpent . But their eyes 
were emlf and darkness followed. So now, a covet- 
ous man thinks he beholds covetousness, extortion 
and fraud in others. An angry,' contentious man fan- 
cies others are wrathful, quarrelsome and provoking. 
So, of all the evil passions and propensities: and thus 
unhappiness, misery and mischief, are multiplied in 
the human family; and those who are under the in- 
fluence of malignant passions and feelings, hot only 
render themselves uncomfortable, unhappy and mis- 
erable, but spread unhappiness and discord around 
them. 

If we turn to the other side, and view the effects 
of a well regulated mind, we can understand the de- 
scription of the amiable character given by the poet 
of one, who being ^ 

" Honest himself, he thought the world so too, 

Nor falsehood fear'd, for no deceit he knew.*' 

Where humility and love reign in the mind, and the 
actions of others are viewed through that medium, 
how many virtues and graces are discovered! what 
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excellent qualities are perceived! and how happy the 
contemplation of the good traits in the characters of 
our neighbours! What kindness and sympathy are 
seen and felt! and how is loye and friendship^ and 
happiness and peace increased in the human family ! 
Again^ we see things through the medium of our 
prejudices^ our preconceived opinions and preposses- 
sions; and we judge of them according to the appear- 
ances thus presented. Hence the caution is needful, 
" Judge not according to the appearance, but judge 
righteous judgment'* The views of things, which are 
taken by us under such prepossession or bias, may 
not be correct, and yet we may become tenacious, 
and positive in our assertions. But the medium of 
our sight not being pure, our judgment becomes er- 
roneous; and when selfishness or pride produces con- 
fidence and an unwillingness to re-examine and be 
corrected, we may get into a habit of "erring in vision 
and stumbling in judgment.*' 

Self-complacency and self-consequence, are in- 
sinuating; and, if not guarded with very great care 
and circumspection, they mre deceptive properties or 
feelings that entwine about us. But they are detect- 
ed in a state of watchfulness and humility — and being 
rightly seen, we may through Divine aid keep them 
under proper government Israel of old, thought 
they were the people peculiarly favoured of lieaven. 
Their self-complacency or pride in this view, induced 
them to look down on others as far below themselves 
in the Divine notice. They had had many proofs 
of favour and providential interposition on their be- 
half; and they thought they had nearer access to the 
source of light and knowledge than others. But in 
proportion as their selfishness, or self-confidence in- 



d by Google 



IMAGINATION — l»REJTTDtCJB. 403 

Creased, they looked through a false and deceptive 
medium — yet their confidence emboldened them in 
the belief that they were right. Thus, they deceived 
themselves, and said, "Is not the Lord among us? no 
evil can befal us/' When under the influence of re- 
vengefi|l and malignant passions, they yet pretended 
to inquire of the Lord, and they deceived themselves 
into an opinion that his will approved of their angry 
projects. Who can read the twentieth chapter of the 
book of Judges, without horror, at the description of 
an exterminating war pursued by the Israelites against 
one of their tribes? Who can contemplate the loss of 
more than sixty -five thousand human lives in three 
days, in a revengeful war waged by brother against 
brother, without shuddering at the effect of malig- 
nant passions thus indulged? And yet the Israelites, 
through their mistaken pride and self-complacency, 
persuaded themselves that this was approved of Hea- 
ven. They asked counsel of God, the historian says, 
and they received answer according to their sanguine 
feelings and designs, as they thought But it was 
their own imagination, or the lying spirit of self- 
deception. So in the case of Ahab's prophets who 
asked the Divine counsel at his request, in relation 
to a war project, even four hundred of them said. Go 
up, for the Lord will deliver tlie city into th^ hand. 
But Micajah, at the risk of his life and liberty, un- 
veiled the fallacy of this lying spirit; yet the self- 
confidence of Ahab was such that he perished in his 
own deceivings. And many a one since his day has 
fallen a victim to his own misguided and evil pas- 
sions, while yet he has vainly supposed, or wrought 
himself into the deluded opinion, that the holy God 
approved of his plans and selfish devices. 
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When the elders of Moab and the eiders of M idian, 
with the rewards of diyioatioH in their hands^ applied 
to Balaam to curse Israel^ be inquired the mind of the 
Lord :* <^ and God said to Balaam^ Thou shaU not go 
with them; thou shalt not curse the people: for they 
are blessed/' Balaam obeyed this clear and positive 
prohibition; until Balak sent again princes, more and 
more honourable than the first, with a promise to 
Balaam that he should be promoted unto very great 
honour, in addition to the rich presents offered him, 
if he would come and curse IsraeL Now, instead 
of adhering strictly to the revealed will of the Al- 
mighty, as clearly manifested to him in this matter, 
Balaam pretends to inquire what the Liord will say 
to him more. But an evil eye was opened, and the 
splendour of ytrealth and honour dazzled his vision. 
Through this medium he looked, and persuaded him- 
self that the will of the unchangeable Jehovah was 
now altered — ^^ and he saddled his ass and went with 
the princes of Moab." Now mark the history, for 
the proof of his deception: the very next words are, 
" and God's anger was kindled, because he went.^^ 
What! angry with Balaam for doing his will? No: 
but for going contrary thereto. It was Balaam's wish 
to go, "for he loved the wages of unrighteousness;" 
and it was his own delusion that persuaded him to 
think that the Lord said to him. Go with the men. 
Thus it is, " What ardently we wish, we soon be- 
lieve" to be right. Therefore let every one take 
heed, and know what manner of spirit he is of; lest 
he put darkness for light, and assert error for truth. 



END OF VOLUME XI. 
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